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DISASTERS DENT B. 0.’S 





Chas. Mack Quits Vaude to Op. lourist 
Camp; Lays Out Cabins Like 6-Act Bill 


+ 





By JOE BIGELOW 

Charlie Mack, the veteran booker 
and producer, is through with vaude- 
ville, or vice versa, and, with the 
missus Grace Mack as a partner, is 
starting out anew as proprietor and 
operator of a fancy tourist camp at 
Alexandria, Va. The spot is so close 
to Washington, D. C., that guests next 
Easter will get omelets made from 
eggs that roll off the White House 
lawn. 

His 25 years in the vaudeviile busi- 
ness have left their mark on Charlie 
Mack and are greatly influencing the 
design of the ex-penciller-inner and 
rubber-outer’s new project. He's lay- 


ing out the whole works like a 
vaudeville show. 
The .site occupies four acres, two 


of which are out of the water, with 
plenty of scenery, Mack hasn't de- 
cided whether to bother planting 
more trees or just send to the store- 
house for the first act finale of ‘Apple 
Blossoms.’ 

When Mack went down to Alex- 
andria to buy the property, he ran 
into some trouble at first. The tough 
real estate guy reminded him of the 


(Continued om page 58) 


BALTO BASEBALLERS’ 
BARNSTORMING BALLY 


_—_——--— 


Baltimore, Jan. 26, 

Balto Orioles, local entry in base- 
ball’s’ International League, has 
ce-mmenced fueling fan interest in 
club and playing personnel with a 
troupe of entertainers composed of 
team members. 

‘Jack Ogden, g.m. of Orioles, has | 
‘Smoky Joe’ Martin, Milton Gray | 
and Lyle Judy putting on an act of | 

















Niteries’ Theme Songs 





Savoy’ put that Harlem hoofery 
on the map, and ‘Midnight at 
the Onyx’ was a follow-up 
thematic in behalf of that swing 
joint, the snooty Rainbow Room 
in Rockefeller Center has gone 
for one, also, titled ‘Rhythm at ||! 
the Rainbow Room.’ 

Next may be ‘Riffin’ at the 
Ritz.’ 


} 
| 
Ever since ‘Stompin’ at the | 
| 
| 











RECORD BUY 
FOR ‘REGINA’ 


Record ticket buy has been estab- 
lished by ‘Victoria Regina,’ Broad- 
hurst, N. Y., agencies having ac- 
cepted the play, starring, Helen 
Hayes, on that basis for 52 weeks. 
Show is now in its 48th week and is 
expected to continue through its sec- 
ond season. Buy has been extended 
at various times and was to have ex- 
pired this week. 

Willie Harris, who handles the 
buys for all Gilbert Miller attrac- 
tions, informed the brokers of the 
termination and suggested another 
extension, Agencies ordered the 
same number of tickets as bought 
previously, without exception. 

Unusual feature of the run of ‘Re- 





|Sharp 





gina’ is the fact that it suspended | 


during the summer. Interruption. | 
however, 
attendance and, since resumption | 


/around Labor Day, show has been a 


| steady profit-earner. Business has | 


Singing, instrumentalizing al 1d adi- | recently tapered off, but the stand: | 


mentary hoofing, with Ogden act- 


ing. 

Quartet are playing an admish- 
free, one-nite route of halls, clubs, 
etc., in and around Balto. Idea is to 


| out 
ing as m.c. and doing the sales spiel- | Broadway’s list. 


‘Mattson News Flashes 


| 


build interest in Orioles which will | 
assert self at the b.o. next summer. | 


Three troupers are being paid some 
extra boodle for their promotion 
work in addition to figures stipulated 
in contracts for diamond duty. 


George M. Cohan Must 
Wait for His Medal 


Washington, Jan. 26. 
George M. Cohan must do a lot 
more waiting before he gets that 


medal Congress voted him last year 
in recognition of his long record of 
publie service. Hard-hearted House 
of Representatives appropriations 
committee Monday (25) refused to 


ea: $1,225 off the Federal bankroll 
) 


pay the mint for the work ~of 
coining the decoration. 
Physical value of the medal. ac- 


cording to mint estimates, would be 
9325. That is for the gold alone. 
Sculptor would be paid around $500, 


vhile the die would cost $300, and 


|he has signed 


is still among the leaders on/! 





In All N. W. Theatres 


Tacoma, Jan. 26. 

With the cooperation of local news- 
papers, film theatre managers in the 
northwest are giving patrons regular 
news flashes on the Mattson kidnap- 
ing and a local bank robbery several 
times daily during shows. 

Interest here, while understand- 
able, is so pronounced as to virtually 
force managers to furnish up-to-the- 
minute info. Glass. slides carrying 
the wording and superimposed ove! 
the film permit uninterrupted run- 
ning of films and aang sound. 








Senator Emi Jannings 


Berlin.-Jan. 17. 
Emil Jannings, currently engaged 
at the State Theatre, Berlin, ha; been 


‘Kultur Senator.’ In addition 
a long term contract 


elected 


presentation would take another $100. | with Tobis. 


FLOODS, AUTI 


IKE, CITRUS 


ee 





Amusement Drop- 
Offs on Three Major 
Fronts — Citrus Belt’s 
Freeze on West Coast, 
Automotive Crisis in 
Michigan and Ohio-Mis- 
sissippi Flood Sectors 
Drastically Affected 


$300,000,000 DAMAGE 


One of the most serious combina- 
tions of natural and economic dis- 
asters ever to hit this country si- 
multaneously is making heavy in- 
roads into theatre business in various 


sections of the country, Of all, the 
greatest single factor in reducing 


grosses, and in a good many spots 
causing the complete shutdown of 
theatres, are the floods through the 
Ohio-Mississippi valley where the 
damage alone is estimated at $300,- 
000,000, 

Outside the flood areas, the auto- 
motive strikes, extreme cold, snow, 
sleet, flu, and the citrus damages in 
sleet, flu, and the citrus damages on 
the West Coast a } taking their toll. 

Even those towns still standing 
high and dry, but on the edges of the 
territory through which the swollen 
Ohio River is raging, are too fright- 
ened to pay attention to amuse- 
ments. Elsewhere, folks who haven’t 
got their own weather and strike 
troubles are busy listening in to the 
| spot news broadcasts about the floods | 


did not materially affect | | affecting Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, | 
Kentucky, Missouri, Illinois and West 
| Virginia, 


In Michigan the strike at the Gen- 
eral Motors plants is still in force 
with Washington officials now try- 
ing to effect a settlement, and the- 
atre biz is suffering in Detroit. Mari- 
time strike on the Coast is also still 
on, 
the effect of this. I Southern Cali- 
fornia extreme and unprecedented | 
frosts are seriously affecting the cit- | 


, 


rus fruit industry. Grosses of the | 
theatres in that territory are up to 
50° off. 


In other sections of the midwest. 
northwest and south, icy roads, snow 
and sleet are cutting into business of 
all kinds. In these territories the 
theatres are being hurt most by flu 
epidemics or scares, with health au- 

(Continued on page 2) 


EVERY DoG HAS HIS DAY 
Theatre Guild is 
with offers of all kinds of pooches 
since newspapers printed the fact 
that the hound in the original Lon- 


being inundated 


| don production of ‘Storm in a°Teacup’ 


is not available 
duction. Dog is 
the play. 


for the N. Y 
very 


pro- 
important to 


All sorts of pedigreed canines have 
been offered, but to no avail. Guild 
| wants only a mangy mutt. just as the 


for. 


script calls 


San Francisco feeling most of | 





‘Again Fashionable 





Show Biz—1937 





Toronto, Jan. 26. 
Show business under the old- 
fashioned tough conditions that 
most performers of today never 
experienced is part of the rou- 
tine at the Roxy, local burlesque 
theatre. Chorus suffers most. 
Lack of dressing room space 
on small stage built for film 
theatre obliges strippers to un- 
dress in a building half a block 
down a dark alley. No plumb- 
ing. Afterwards girls wash up 
in tin tubs. 


ROYAL WEDDING 
B. 0. FLOPPOLA 


The Hague, Jan. 15, 

Royal wedding here turned out to 
be a turkey for grandstand promoters 
and a banner day for newsreelers 
and general press. Local Profilti 
and Polygoon newsreel outfits and 
Paramount got reels to the home 
theatres on the night of the cere- 
mony. England, through G-B re- 
lease of Polygoon reels, saw the 
films the next day. Concessionaires 
suffered a hard loss on their $100,000 
investment, 

Stands along the three-mile route, 
from which so much was expected, 
| were vitrtually empty one hour be- 
fore the procession started. Prices 
were dropped from the first quoted 

(Continued on page 63) 























Flesh-Starved Atlantans 
| Flock to See WPA Show 


wip 

Atlanta, Jan. 26. 

| Flesh-starved theatre patrons here, 
| grasping at straws, clasped the WPA 
; theatre to their collective bosoms 
| last week and paid approximately | 


$800 to see three performances of 
|‘The Drunkard,’ as put on by the 
| Atlanta Theatre Guild, affiliate of | 
the Federal Theatre Project in Geor- | 
gia, at the Atlanta theatre. 

30x office response brought 
amazed grins to the faces of John| 
McGee, assistant national director of 
; the FTP, and Josef Lentz, regional 
| director for Florida, Georgia and 
Alabama. 


Swing Concert at Chicago U 


to Throw Those 


Spectacular Brawls; Talent Boom 


+ 


With that corner turned, it’s once 
more fashionable to flash the family 
diamonds, and the old-time society 
circuit has reopened. Coming-out 
parties, wedding banquets, deb tea 
dances, and just plain Saturday night 
shindigs are once more breaking out 
with cases of champagne and name 
acts. 

In the depresh years it was con- 
sidered smart by the socialites to be 
thrifty; to ride on the subway and 
to give ‘kitchen’ parties; the 400 
claimed they really couldn’t afford to 
spend more than $40 for a banquet, 
It was the sign of good taste not to 
show off. This, of course had many 
of the rich femmes pouting, because 
they didn’t have an opportunity to 
spotlight their emeralds. 

But now the pressure is off, and 
gals are once more in the ring hot- 
footing it for newspaper space with 
bigger and gaudier blow-outs. Par- 
ties today are beginning to rate wal- 
let-dredging of old time proportions, 


Agencies report that these parties 
are sending in calls for orches- 
tras by size as well as reputation, 
Party-tossers call up and ask for 





matrons put it, ‘I want a lot of 
musicians. Which has resulted in 
orchestras running to 30 men and 
over. At one home affair recently, 
there were so many musicians, they 


(Continued on page 58) 


DISCS OF F. D. R. SPIEL 
HAWKED ON STREETS 





Baltimore, Jan. 26. 
Believed all-time speed mark es- 
tablished for recording and market- 
ing records last week for F. D. R's 
inaugural address, 


A Washington, D. C., music firm 
needled the spiel and had hawkers 
peddling the platters on streets in 
less than half-hour after address was 
made, 


Celerity with which it was done 
was mystifying to many in the trade, 





| 
| Rockefellers’ Commercial 
Bally for W’msburgh, Va. 


Rockefellers have designated Dona- 
| hue & Coe to whoop up tourist trade 
| for Williamsburgh, Va. This is fhe 
restored colonial village that repre- 
sents $14,000,008 of Rockefeller 
| dough. Has been finished couple of 
years, but the hotel was only just 
completed. Hence the drivé to at- 
| tract tourists on a larger scale than 
| before. 





Part of the Rockefeller hypo for 
—_—— Williamsburgh is in the nature of 
Chicago, Jan. 25. | commercial tie-ups . with various 
Swing stuff is going into higher | ™@nufacturers Wil« 
education, li burgh furn Le 
Red Norvo orchestra and Mildred | ™¢t#! hardware i Petes 
Bailey from the Blackhawk journey- |2/t¢" Originals i 
|ing to the southside this weekend | The od firm is + 
|for a ‘swing concert’ at the Uni- |exploitati and wii 
i versity of Chicago, 'Parpol in eharge acco unl 


musicians by quantity—as one of the . 
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Home-Offices Unable to Contact 
Flood-Area Theatres in Some Cases 





A large number of theatres are 
seriously endangered and many have 
already been forced to close down as 
result ‘of high flood waters affecting 
11 states east from the Mississippi 
valley. 

In some cases home offices in New 
York are ‘without complete reports 
from local operators and difficulties 
are also being experienced in getting 
telegrams and phone calls through to 
the more affected points. 

All houses are operating in Pitts- 
burgh, including M. A. Shea’s Ful- 
ton, which is situated on the so- 
called point and nearer to danger 
than others. This house, together 
with Loew’s Penn and Warners’ 
Stanley, all have water in their base- 
ments, however, and every precau- 
tion against inundation has been 
taken by the operators. Rugs have 
been rolled up, seats unscrewed and 
all equipment that is movable has 
been taken to higher floors. The 
water that has seeped into Pittsburgh 
theatre basements is partly due to 
the flood, but also to water backing 
up in the sewers. 

Similar precautions have been 
taken in other cities, but thus far 
none of the operators are close to 
danger in the New England area, al- 
though last spring Hartford, Spring- 
field, Lowell and other points were 
hard hit. The situation, according to 
operators, is such that there is plenty 
of time to prepare against the threat 
of higher waters in New England 
than expected at the present time. 

In Cincinnati all of RKO’s seven 
houses, as well as others, are closed 
down because of lack of power. RKO 
shuttered its septet Sunday (24) 
when light and power, as well as 
heating facilities, made it impossible 
to operate. The city’s downtown area 
was in virtual darkness Monday (25), 
but film exchanges which have to 
supply a lot of territory that isn’t 
affected by the floods were continu- 
ing in operation. This is the only 
exchange point so far seriously men- 
aced. While RKO, struck only in 
Cincinnati and forced to shutter 
there, water has not touched any of 


the houses 

Losses wil un into unestimated 
thousand e flood s have | 
entered damaging them, but 


a more considerable sum is probably 
involved through closings for lack of 
power or other reasons, as well as 
greatly minimized attendance, where 
theatres are still open. 

Loew’s, which will suffer damage 
in Pittsburgh and may be forced to 
close down, bolted the doors of the 
Loew’s United Artists in Louisville 
on Friday (22), which isn’t seriously 
endangered, but couldn’t get suffi- 
cient power to operate, Loew’s is 
also affected in Evansville, Ind., 
where it has the Victory and Majes- 
tic. Both closed Monday (25) be- 
cause of lack of power, but so far 
aren't damaged. 

WB is fortunate in that Johns- 
town, Pa., and some other points 
that were struck last spring aren’t 
in danger so far, but in addition to 
the threat against the Stanley, Pitts- 
burgh, Warners is hard hit in Ports- 
mouth, O., and Owensboro and Ful- 
ton, Ky. Of the three WB houses in 
Portsmouth, all closed, two are part- 
ly flooded, according to latest reé- 
ports. Two houses in Owensboro, 
Ky., and one in Fulton, Ky., operated 
by the Warners, on late dope, were 
preparing to shutter in view of rising 
waters. 

Paramount is not so seriously af- 
fected in the flood area as WB and 
Loew’s. The Rex, Wheeling, W. Va., 
operated by Par, was forced to lock 


(Continued on page 11) 


Drive for Funds 


St. Louis, Jan. 26. 
Leo Carrillo and Johnnie Perkins, 
here in vaude, did marathon job on 
station KMOX Monday night in 
gathering funds for Red Cross. Lo- 
retta Lee and other theatrical people 
appeared on all-nite show. 











Macon, Ga., Jan. 26. 
WMAZ joined volunteer Inter-city 
network to assist in flood disaster. 
Briigshedaside.all, commercials and 
gave right-of-way to rebroadcast of 
WSM, Nashville, and WHAS, Louis- 


“''le throughout Monday. 


bulletins interrupted inter- 

present local Red* Cross 

mect to continue along 
risis is over. 


spt "xe. =. 
this ine unc 


25c Per Peek in Cincy 





Cincinnati, Jan. 26. 

Friday and Saturday of last 
week, before the flood reached 
its peak, theatre biz was: ter- 
rible. Only grosser in town was 
the observatory tower of the 
largest building in town. 

Charging 25c, the tower had 
’em lined up waiting their turn 
for a bird’s-eye view. Money 
collected from admissions turned 
over to Red Cross, 


FLOODS MAKING 
PITT JITTERY 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 26. 

Flood conditions in Pittsburgh 
growing grave again and theatres 
have taken every emergency mea- 
sure in effort to forestall possibility 
of last year’s heavy damage. As it 
is, in three downtown houses, Penn, 
Alvin >and Barry, 24-hour «crews 
have been at work for days pumping 
out flooded cellars and basements 
where water is only within a foot or 
so of floor level. Yesterday (25) 
Penn ripped furnishings and every- 
thing else out of ladies’ lower lounge 
with new rise in rivers, 

Nobody’s quite sure what may 
happen here in next few days. Rivers 
on Saturday, after reaching 33-foot 
stage, began to fall with arrival of 
snow and freezing weather but the- 
atres breathed a sigh of relief too 
soon. All-day rain Sunday brought 
renewed nervousness and yesterday 
stage passed previous high for year 
and was on its way to 35. In some 
quarters, a 40-foot stage was openly 
predicted by tomorrow. That would 
put most of the downtown houses 
under water again, and they’re all 
|} waiting and prepared for that emer- 
gency. 
| In tri-state area proper, conditions 
are growing more dangerous by the 
minute, Western Pennsylvania so 
far isn’t in terribly bad shape but in 
neighboring Eastern Ohio and West 
Virginia, theatres are being para- 
lyzed everywhere. Both Warner 
houses in Parkersburg, W. Va., went 
down over the week-end and in 
Wheeling and Chester, too, houses 
have been forced to suspend opera- 
tions. 

East Liverpool, O., and Steuben- 
ville, O., within 40 miles of here, 
were still going yesterday but stand- 
ing by ready to‘ close shop at 
minute’s notice. Elsewhere along the 
rampaging Ohio, there were fear 
and uncertainty and film men were 
expecting worst. 

Film Exchanges 

In meantime, all of the Pittsburgh 

exchanges were working in double 
(Continued on page 11) 























KEN MURRAY 


Andrew Kelley, Washington Times, | 


Jan. 23, says:—‘Murray is tops. Ken 
Murray provides the TNT of the 
Earle program this week. The 
comedian columnist has a bangup 
act with his chief of staff, Oswald, 
the laconie ‘oOh Yeaah’ man of the 
air waves. Incidently both the in- 
troductory of the Murray act and 
the encore employ his familiar radio 
signature ‘Mama That Man’s Here 
Again'—a clever idea! 








Disaster Toll 























(Continued from page 1) 





thorities warning the public to stay 
out of crowds. 

Loss to show business cannot be 
estimated at present, but it will 
probably run into the millions 
through the Ohio Valley. In Cincin- 
nati, despite the fact that most of 
the city is still above water, all the- 
atres have been closed to conserve 
electric power, which is at a low 
state, because some of the plants 
have been crippled. Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, is another town that is in a 
sore condition. Almost two-thirds of 
Louisville has been evacuated and 
U. S. troops have been rushed into 
the area. Famine, pestilence and 
panic threaten there. 

Pittsburgh, so badly hit last March, 
has not been seriously affected as 
yet by rising waters, Radio an- 
nouncers, however, in stressing the 
imminent danger to the city (espe- 
cially the downtown Golden Triangle 
sector, where theatres abound), have 
not been doing theatre biz any good. 





Calif. 20-30% Subnormal 
Hollywood, Jan. 26, 

Picture theatre grosses in Califor- 
nia and adjoining states are 25-30% 
below normal. Sharp drop in re- 
ceipts is charged to extreme cold, flu 
epidemic and the still current water- 
front strike, 


Attendance at theatres in the cit- 
rus belt has diminished to about 50% 
of normal .trade because of frost 
damage to crops.. Losses on fruit 
may hit $30,000,000. 

Fox-West Coast reports a 25% 
decline in circuit business. In Los 
Angeles trade is figured to be about 





Cincy 's Film Booking 15% Normal; 
All B. 0.’s Shut; City Very Hard Hit 





Cincinnati, Jan. 26. 

As a result of the Ohio river flood 
the film booking district serviced out 
of this burg is now 15% of normal. 
Some scattered houses between Cin- 
cinnati north to Columbus and in 
eastern Ohio are operating, but the 
booking district in general is folded. 
Deliveries are made by truck, 


In Cincinnati itself, one of the 13 
points in the mayor’s ‘emergency 
holiday’ proclamation closes. all 
places of amusement. There isn’t a 
box office functioning anywhere. And 
if there was, people couldn’t get to 
them. Various neighborhoods, such 
as Mt. Washington, are marooned. 
Police have ordered natives to stay 
in their homes after dark as there 
are no street lights and there are 
plenty of robberies reported. Town 
has 1,000 national guardsmen and is 
practically, although not officially, 
under martial law. 


Electricity is the scarce item. 
Town's supply is about 12% of nor- 
‘mal. That alone would close the the- 








f 

atres. Station WLW has been obliged 
to cut its 500,000 watts to 50,000. 

Town is full of newsreel camera- 
men. Red Cross trucks and autos 
only ones allowed downtown, Lower 
parts of the city under water but 
main drags are fairly high. Cincin- 
nati is built on hills, Valleys in be- 
tween get the water. 





St. Louis’ Fleod Blues 
St. Louis, Jan, 26. 

With the Mississippi river rising 
above flood stage in vicinity of 
southeastern Missouri and southern 
Illinois towns, film biz in more than 
a dozen towns has dropped off while 
natives are devoting efforts to re- 
building dikes and _ strengthening 
existing levees. Heavy sleet and 
siow storms didn’t do much to help 
situation. 

Towns in Missouri effected thus 
far are Kennett, Rombauer, Fisk, 
Glennonville, Poplar Bluff, Holcomb, 
Wilhelmina and Senath and Mt. 
Carmel, Lawrenceville, Golconda, 
Shawneetown and Cairo in Illinois. 
Most of these towns are served by 
St. Louis fiir 


exchanges 


Newsreelers Ga-Ga Covering Flood 
Catastrophe; No Juice, Sound, Ete. 


wm 








The Flood and Radio | 





Radio department this week 
details fully the radio coverage 
in the Ohio-Mississippi Valley 
sector. 

Starts on Page 26, 











40% off with drop increasing in out- 
laying communities. 








Detroit’s Standstill 
Detroit, Jan. 26. 

Effect of prolonged auto strike on 
|show biz here is taking the shape 
of a minor catastrophe, with pic 
| houses, niteries, legit, burly, et al., 
digging in for a long hard spell. 

Scarcity of biz and money also 
spread to local advertising agencies 
this week, with a layoff of many 
under employees ‘until strike is set- 
tled’ at several agencies handling 
motor accounts, including Campbell- 
Ewald, MacManus, John & Adams 
and others. Even radio stations are 
feeling the pinch on cancellation of 
motor and tire spots, etc., but it’s 
considered unlikely studio staffs will 
be curtailed for the present. 

First week or so of strike brought 
a little upswing in theatre biz, with 
workers having nothing else to do 
with a few extra dimes. Past three 
weeks, however, have seen a sharp 
decline at the wickets, with grosses 
diving as much as 50% in some spots. 
Nitery takes have slid even farther. 

Dent in first-run houses is around 
20% currently,-with the worst yet 
to come unless labor trouble is set- 
tled pronto. Even if that’s done, it’ll 
take several weeks before that $1,000,- 
000-a-day loss of wages hereabouts 
will be replaced sufficiently to re- 
flect in theatre grosses. 

Effects of sit-down strike is being 
felt more acutely in the nabes in De- 
troit and in Michigan cities, where 
one or more plants have been shut 
because of the local situation. Fig- 
ured as high as 50% in spots located 
in auto workers’ districts, while biz 
is practically nil in some strike-torn 
centers. 

Better class niteries have suffered 
plenty, and beer gardens around-the- 
corner, which depend wholly on 
workers’ nickels and dimes, are dy- 
ing. Ditto some burly spots. Legit 
house, the Cass, is likewise feeling 
the general uneasiness and grosses 
are off. 

General unemployment, and re- 
sultant slump in grosses, is also be- 
ing enhanced by discharge of clerks, 
stenos, etc., in stores and offices de- 
pending on motor prosperity for sus- 
tenance. 


FORTUNATE FREEZE-UP- 
AVERTS FLOOD IN N. E. 


Hartford, Conn., Jan. 26. 

A fortunate freeze-up and snow 
held back waters of the Connecticu 
River, which for a few days threat- 
ened to rise and overflow its banks 
as it had done last April, causin: 
more than $50,000 actual damage t 
theatres in the vicinity in addition 
to hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in box office receipts. New England 
has been rather fortunate in that it 
has had little snow and rain with 
lack of cold weather to hold the resi- 
dents in their homes. Amusements 
are better off this year with far 
greater box office receipts than it 
has since 1929. 

Lack of snow, however, is causing 
thousands of dollars in losses on 
merchandise to department stores of 
New England, who have expected 
snow-trains for excursions’. into 
northern points on Sundays to boom 
biz. With thousands of snow and ski 
suits on their shelves and no buyers, 
these organizations stand to face 
tremendous losses in addition to the 
expense of hiring trains and then not 
running them each weekend. 


L’ville’s Dire Position 


Louisville, Jan. 26. 

One-half of Louisville is flooded. 
All theatres and business houses 
closed. 

Drury LEane, National, Kentucky 
and Uptown theatres have been 
opened for refugees. 

Nazimova’s ‘Hedda Gabler’ can- 
celled the Auditorium for Monday 
night (25). 




















Newsreel companies converged on 
the flood-stricken areas of Ohio, 
Kentucky, Illinois and Indiana over 
the week-end throwing every avajl- 
able cameraman into principal cities 
hit by rising waters. Makeshift 
communication, lack of lights, vari- 
ous restrictions and other emergency 
measures that had to be adopted kept 
home office newsreel executives and 
editors on edge from early Satur- 
day (23) until late last (Tues.) night. 
Most officials had been on constant 
duty at that time from 48 to 76 
hours, with virtually no sleep. 

A majority of lensmen were 
thrown into Louisville where condj- 
tions were reported tragic. Yester- 
day (Tues.) afternoon newsreel ed- 
itors-were informed that 20,000 were 
still unrescued in that city alone, 
with indications that many had gone 
hungry since Sunday or Saturday 
night. 

Newsreelers were handicapped by 
official.orders keeping them out of 
boats in regions where flood waters 
were highest. Cameramen informed 
their headquarters that they could 
not beg, borrow or steal boats from 
which to take scenes. Embargo 
placed on negative stock going into 
stricken region by federal govern- 
ment meant that the photographers 
were simply ‘out of luck,’ once their 
original supply was depleted. 

Nearly all news weekly companies 
reported that their lens grinders 
were operating from water hip-deep 
with most graphic shots obtained 
from airplanes. This meant that en- 
tire coverage was silent, no com- 
panies being able to make use of 
sound trucks and equipment. 

Impossible for newsreel offices in 
N. Y, to keep in direct telephone or 
wire communication with their oper- 
atives in Louisville and other worst 
hit communities. Messages went by 
indirect routes with every type of 
wire and radio pressed into service. 
Fact that cameramen stationed in 
Louisville had difficulty in keeping 
any accurate tab on occurrences in 
that flood-swept city forced home 
offices to apprise them of develop- 
ments, 

A majority of the companies found 
the most accurate means of keeping 
tab on developments was short wave 
radio. Nearly all newsreel home 
offices said that reports of fires 
breaking out and other eventualities 
were picked up by this means and 
re-communicated from N. Y. to their 
photographers actually at the scene 
of the disaster, Because many cities 
were without lights, each camera op- 
erative was supplied with flashlights 
that operate under water, 


One newsreel photographer sub- 
mitting his report to New York on 
films obtained said he was sending 
his wire from a railroad switch- 
tower where he was temporarily iso- 
lated by rising waters. 


The newsreel companies. withdrew 
their ace cameramen from key cities 
throughout the middle west in order 
to cover the floods, 


Most companies shipped their fin- 
ished films from the inundated area 
via emergency trains and special 
messengers. First sensational views 
reached N, Y. late Monday and early 
Tuesday. 


About 10 to 12 regular cameramen 
were used by each newsreel com- 
pany for coverage. Most of these 
were assigned to the Louisville and 
Cincinnati areas. Others went to 
Portsmouth, Evansville, Pittsburgh, 


Wheeling, Huntington, Memphis and 
Cairo. 


As if this wasn’t big enough load 
to carry, the newsreelers had to con- 
tend with hurried coverage of the 
bus accident near Miami in which 17 
were drowned. Films reached N. Y. 
Monday night (25) and yesterday 
(Tues.). Universal claimed a scoop 
because reel caught early plane that 
landed in N. Y .Monday. 


Frail] boats even when obtainable 
were not strong enough to permit 
use of sound equipment in flood dis- 
tricts, Paramount reported. Com- 
pany got out a 500-foot special for 
release today. Others did \me or 
included shots in regular mid-week 
release. Universal reportec its best 


| footage was secured from plane. 


Uniontown, Pa., Jan. 26 
Kenneth Woodward, exhibitor here 
who is a camera enthusiast, is grab- 
bing flood newsreel shots in loca! 
region for Paramount News. 
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$9.02 AVERAGE FOR EXTRA 


Rain or Shine’ Edict Leaves Pix 
- Extra Issue Up im Air; RKO Test Case NAF R | AST YEAR 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
California Industrial Welfare Com- 
mission has handed down a decision, 
following complaints filed 
RKO-Radio Pictures by group of 40 
extras for compensation, that leaves 
the issue pretty much up in the air, 

according to legal interpretations. 


against 


Extras claim they were deprived of 
three days’ work because of studio’s 
‘weather-permitting’ 


use of calls, 


which insured RKO having no pro- 





duction delay, regardless of weather, 
due to calling of two different sets | 
of workers, one for use if it rained, | 
the other if the sun shone. 


Welfare Commission ruled tnat un- | 
der its order No. 16a, Sec. 3, covering | 
‘weather-permitting calls,’ which per- | 
mits an employer to post a notice 
stating there will be no work because 
of the weather at a designated loca- 
tion, such procedure does not meet | 
the requirements set forth in the call 
given to the extras, and latter shall | 
be paid carfare and dismissed im- 
mediately. | 

In the case of the complainants. | 
who seek about $2,000 in pay, they | 
charge that their call was not to re- | 
port at studio if weather was cloudy. 
They contend that studio called one | 
group of 40 for cloudy weather | 
shooting and another group to work | 
if the day was clear, over a period | 
of four cloudy days which prevented | 
them from accepting possible other 
calls. 


Decision by Welfare body states 
that ‘under the same section cancel- 
lation of a call is permitted only 
when the set, through some reason 
beyond the employer’s control, is un- 
able to work, and for no other rea- 
son. When a bona fide cancellation | 
of a call is made, if the extras have 
not been properly notified as to the 
cancellation, they shall be paid a 
quarter check. When a set does not 
work for any other reason than a 
cause beyond the control of the em- 
ployer, it does not come within the 
definition of ‘cancellation of calls’ 
and a full check must be paid the 
extras.’ 


Cowdin (U) Signs No. 1 
French Actress, Miss 
Darrieux, to a Termer 











Paris, Jan. 26. 
Danielle Darrieux, the No. 1 
French film actress, has been signa- 
tured by Universal on a five-year 
contract to make two pictures an- | 
Nually at $100,000 each. 


When J. Cheever Cowdin was in 
town recently he saw several of Miss 

Trieux’s films and then visited 
the Madeleine theatre, where she is | 
appearing in ‘Jeux Dangerous’ | 
(Dangerous Play’), written by her | 
husband, Henry Decoin. Mrs. Ad| 
Schulberg, who came over from | 
London while Cowdin was here, | 
Started the preliminary negotiations | 
for him and carried them through | 
the contract stage, 


Miss Darrieux is expected to leave 
t Hollywood in September. 


fo 





Te Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 
Universal Pictures, is hopping 
around Europe so much on his pres- 
ent tour that the home office in New | 
York is having difficulty keeping up | 
with him. After leaving his wife to 
Visit friends in London, he planed to 
0m Then Cowdin went to Rome, 

nee to Venice and back to Paris 


Sain taking an airplane, he went 
to Prague, 


Budapest, Warsaw and 
riin, 
h 
— last spot he communicated 
tom 


~ was Berlin, but he plans to be 
“™ London by the first of February 
and to return to N. Y¥ 


next 
month 


early 


de jin is huddling abroad On Sev- 
inancial deals, : 


@ral 





+ 
Flitting the Flu | - Just Buttons? 
snd Jobs for 258,436 Mobsters | Lele 
Hollywood, Jan. 26. Paid $2,420 453 — Men'| London. Jan. 17. 
Warners has installed a mo- ya Marlene Dietrich, who got 
bile medicine chest on the lot Supers More Than Dou- $250.000 under her contract to 
that is wheeled from set to set bled Femmes — Juvenile star in Korda’s ‘Knight With- 


to fight off flu bugs. Poriable 
first aid is loaded down with 
atomizers and other sniffle dous- 
ers and every actor must sub- 
mit to a tonsil spray. 

Studio has had a minimum of 
flu cases due to vigilance of 
medicos, 











Doran Setting 
Up Col.'s Script 


| 
} 
} 
| 
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TOTAL 19 $150, 84 











Seren Guild Pulls Bit Players From 
Col. Location; Demard Card Holders 


Groups in Big Jump— 
82,015 in $7.50 Class 


} 
} _—— 
| 


MOB PIX SLUMP 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Hollywood extras dur:ng 1936 were 
| paid through Central Casting Corp. 
| an aggregate total of $2,420,453.55 
| which was a decrease of $150,840.29 
over 1935. 


| Number of placements for the 
I 


| year showed a proportionate reduc- | 


Railroads Pix 


out Armour,” goes back to the 
Coast with an extra $200,000 in 
her grip. 


That’s for overtime. 














Tieups on Heels 


Of Plane Crashes 


a > |tion with a total of 268,436 jobs AY cae 

Y | handed out as against 278,486 in |} 

IVISION ih ® e 1935. The average pay check was! Railroad companies are taking ad- | 
| $9.02 as compared to $9.23 for the | vantage of publicity attending recent | 


D. A. Doran, new executive assis- 


preceding year. 
During the year, 174,759 men ex- 





In the juvenile division, the figures 


series of plane crashes and readying 
an extensive advertising campaign 


tras were paid $1,422,137.08. In the | on safety and comfort of rail travel. | 

tant to Harry Cohn at Columbia, is in| same period. 80.962 women extras | Picture studios are being asked to | 
New York to rearrange the story were paid $658,074.56. | tie in with stars posing in Pullman | 
aid script set-up in the East. Will | berths, drawing and dining rooms | 
| 


stay about a week or two, then go- 
ing back to the Coast and, after fur- 
ther conferences there, will return 
to New York to be in charge of all 


| production matters in the East. 
Doran, on this trip, is contacting | 


agents and other sources for writing 
talent, being on the lookout espe- 
cially for a string of young writers 
who promise development. Notion is 
not to pay much to beginners, but a 
bit above the previous Columbia 
scales, and at the same time not to 
get involved with high-money scrib- 
blers. It was Doran who sent Jo 
Swerling out te Columbia at a low 
salary on his former tenancy with 
that studio. That’s the basis of the 
hope he may dig up other build-up- 
able youngsters. 

Doran’s play producing yen will 
be curbed for the time being. Under 
his deal with Columbia he may, next 
summer, if he so wishes, put on 
some plays, either with the film 
company’s backing or on his own, 
outside. There is nothing definite on 
this end, depending largely on the 
outcome of the current struggle be- 
tween film companies in general with 
the Dramatists’ Guild. 


FAIRBANKS, JR., BACK TO 





H’WOOD FOR S-I ‘ZENDA’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., is return- 
ing to Hollywood Feb. 20 after two 
years abroad. He goes to Selznick- 
International for a role in support 
of Ronald Colman in ‘Prisoner of 
Zenda.’ 

Deal for Fairbanks was negotiated 
by David O. Selznick through United 
Artists and Criterion Films, Ltd. of 
London, of which Fairbanks is head, 
as well as star, 

Additions to cast of ‘Zenda,’ which 


j}and paid $49,263.95 and the number 
| of girls who worked as_ extras 
| showed 5,003 received $31,658.48. 


|7,000 over the previous year while 
the men showed a corresponding de- 
crease. More boys were employed 
than in the previous year while the 
;}number of girls decreased consider- 
ably. However, with both juvenile 
| groups combined, a decided increase 
|over any previous year was regis- 
| tered due mostly to an increase in 
the cycle of juvenile pictures 
82,015 In $7.50 Class 

Total placements for men, women, 
boys and girls show that 82,015 re- 
ceived checks for $7,50, totalling 
$615,112.50. The next highest group 
was the $10 class where 71,961 ex- 
tras were paid $719,610. Following 
this is the $5 group where 62,721 per- 
sons received $313,605. A total of 27,- 
181 received $15 checks amounting 
to $407,715. 


a day, totalling $60,556.80; 3,727 paid 
at the rate of $5.83, totalling $21,- 
728.41; 692 at the rate of $8.33, total- 
| ling $5,764.36; 183 paid at the rate of 
|$) totalling $1,647; 850 paid the rate 
of $12.50 totalling $4,400. 

Two extras received $35 a day for 
a total of $70 and four were paid 
75 a day for a total of $300. 





| their coast-to-coast hops to rails un- 
| til flying conditions improve. 
Number of placements for women | 


| showed an increase of approximately | 


showed 7,712 boys were employed | ane teunging Cate: 


Stars and con- | 
tract players of majority of Coast! 
studios have been ordered to restrict 


This 
will mean an abrupt about face for | 
the studios as in the past they have | 
been heavy boosters of air travel 


| and have made plenty of coin from | 


| 
| 


| 
' 
j 


i 


| stunt pictures and recent cycle glori- 


fying the work of air hostesses. 

Air lines might have ‘beaten the | 
railroads to the punch though with 
current publicity given a new gadget 
developed by TWA engineers and of- | 
fered to all other lines free. Major 
causes of most plane crashes has 
been failure to receive radio and di- 
rection beams, caused by ice form- | 
ing on the plane’s antenna. With the 
new TWA device which has been in- | 
stalled on ail their planes, a pilot | 
is able to find his way to his airport 
regardless of the weather. This was 
demonstrated last week with a plane 
full of reporters, intentionally lost 


in the mountains, with the pilot fly- ||| 
| ing blind. Using this gadget the pilot | || 
was able to determine his position |' 

Statistics for the other wage rates; and return to his base without any ||; 
show 18,924 to have been paid $3.20 | trouble. 





HARDY SANS LAUREL 
IN ROACH ‘ROAD SHOW’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Oliver Hardy parts with his run- 


The report shows that $259,319.48! ning mate. Stan Laurel, for a solo! 
was paid during the year for over-| part in ‘Road Show, Hal Roach | 
| time and adjustments in the salaries | filmusical. Norman McLeod will di- | 


| of extras. 
, Total average daily placement of 


| 558 men, 259 women and 41 children 
} found daily employment as extras. 
Lack of Mob Pix 


While more pictures were made 
'during 1936 than in 1935, a slight 


| rect. Added to the cast are Lyda Ro- | 


| Bill Brady. 


| lease for 


} 
} 


| 
' 
' 


| berti, Patsy Kelly, Jack Haley, Bus- | 
| 858 when broken down reveals that | 


ter Keaton, Rosina Lawrence and | 





Roach has decided on a spring re- | 
‘Way Out West,’ 
Laurel-Hardy washup on the 1936-37 | 


i 
program. 





i nee “The Last Slaver.’ 


recent | | 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Production on Columbia’s ‘Speed 
Mad,’ being directed by D. Ross 


Lederman at San Pedro harbor, was 
held up for several hours last Thurs- 
day (21), when Screen Actors’ Guild 
moved in and ordered 10 bit and 
extra players off the set for reputed 
failure to carry Guild cards. Sev- 
eral of the actors were Guiid mem- 
bers, but had neglected to pay up 
past dues. Protested players were 
finally removed without any replace- 
ments being made. 

This is second time in 10 days that 
the Guild has exercised its union 
policing powers. First time was 
when the stewards moved in on the 
Paramount location unit filming 
scenes of the water front for ‘Souls 
at Sea’ and ordered seven actors 
from the set for failure to have Guild 
cards. 

Screen Actors’ Guild is said to be 
determined to continue its surveil- 
lance over all location work and will 
pull all actors not in good standing 
with the organization. Extra appro- 
priation has been sanctioned by the 
Guild for employment of extra stew- 
ards and for their transportation to 


all locations to check on whether 
player contingents are 100% Guild 
members. 





From Out of Cashier’s Cage 
Comes U Asst. Director 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Seward Webb of Universal’s cash- 
er’s office has been given a spot as 
second assistant director on com- 
pany’s ‘Night Key.’ 

He replaces Eddie Tyler, moved up 
to assistant director, vice Phil Karl- 
stein, ill with the flu. 


SCHILDKRAUT’S ‘SLAVE’ 
Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Joseph Schildkraut gets a featured 
spot in 20th-Fox’s ‘The Slave Ship,’ 
which “ay 








Garnett is directing. 
Nunnally Johnson is producing. 
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Gordiin-Géetr's Buy of ‘Women 
For $125,000 the First Film Deal 
Under New Dramatists Guild Terms 


First film sale under the terms of 
the new Dramatists’ Guild contract 
terms was made last week when 





© 


Lubitsch Readies ‘Angel’ 


Max Gordon and Harry M. Goetz Fer Dietrich Feb. Start 
bought the film rights to ‘The elas 

Women,’ current legit show which Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
the same duo produced, for $125,000. Marlene Dietrich is due back in 
It was not only the first sale negoti-] Hollywood from England around 


ated and carried through under the 
new film purchase terms, but it is be- 
lieved likely that the ease and dis- 
patch with which it worked may 
break up the current agreement be- 
tween all major film companies not 
to finance legit plays under terms of 
that new contract. 

Report on Broadway is that Metro 
fs involved in the deal somewhere, 
yerhaps as behind-the-screen back- 
ers of Gordon-Goetz, who claim they 
will. produce the film on their own 
via Goetz Reliance Pictures. This is 
denied by all hands in the deal, how- 
ever, including Metro. Another re- 


port is that Goetz-Goerdon will re- | 
This, | 


sell the film rights to Metro. 
too, is denied. There is nothing in 
the Dramatists’ contract rules which 
would prevent Goetz-Gordon re- 
selling to anyone, however, with the 
author not sharing in profits from 
such resale. If such a deal is at- 
tempted it may lead to a new au- 
thors-film producers’ breach and un- 
doubtedly will result in an immedi- 
ate addition to the contract of a rule 
that authors must share in such re- 
sale. 
Involved Background 


Deal for “The Women’ was in- 
volved throughout. When Gordon 
contracted for it, it was as an inde- 
pendent legit producer without film 
backing. [His recent affiliations with 
the Metro studio as a production con- 


(Continued on page 62) 


Howard Will Hop 
Between H' wood, 
London, He Says 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 26. 


Hardly likely that Broadway will 
again see Leslie Howard for several 
seasons, he said here last week. 
Actor wants to re-establish himself 
in London and intends to do three or 
four plays there in succession be- 
tween pictures in Hollywood, where 
he still has six to go under Warner 
contract. 

Howard hasn’t done a show in 
English capital since ‘This Side 
Idolatry,’ a flop, in 1933. Present plan 
is to do Maxwell Anderson’s Masque 
of Kings’ over there in fall. It’s the 
show Theatre Guild wanted him for 
this season, but he had ‘Hamlet’ on 
fire and couldn’t accept. Howard said 
he asked Guild to hold it back until 








1937-38 and he would do it then, and 
Guild was willing but author didn’t 


want to wait. 


Star expects to do his current 
‘Hamlet’ over there but wants to lay 
the groundwork first with several 


modern works. Doubtful if he’ll get 
around to Bard’s tragedy over there, 
he said, for few years. Present tour 
winds up on Coast middle of March, 
and then he’ll do a light comedy for 
WB and not Kay Francis’ ‘Mazurka,’ 
as reporied. Says he feels he should 


do something in humorous vein after 
‘Romeo and Ju- 


‘Petrified Forest,’ 
liet’ and now ‘Hamlet.’ 


PAR REPRISES STOKY 
IN NEXT ‘BROADCAST’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Leopold Stokowski has been sig- 
natured by Paramount to appear in 
“Big Broadcast of 1938.’ Conductor 
of Philadelphia Symphony orchestra 
will. also do special composing and 

orchestration work on the deal. 
Stokowski, who made_his _ film 
debut in the 1937 Eregavasi at Para- 
mount.~ "rt on his new duties at 
yn completion of an 
eert tour which he is 

ke. 








Feb. 10. 


duction at Paramount of ‘Angel,’ 


later. Melville Douglas and Herbert 
Marshall will 
opposite the star. 


SHORTS PASS IN 
~ ACAD REVIEW: 
12 TUNES 








Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Review has been started by nom- 
inating committee of the Academy 
of 52 short subjects released during 
past year from which their selections 
for the annual award will be made. 
Shorts are being viewed at the RKO 
studio projection rooms. 


group selected by nominating body, 


and white, 
single or double reel color shorts 
and one general subject. 


Jules White, E. H. Allen, Louis 
Lewyn, Herb Moulten and Roy Dis- 
ney. 

Musical scores for consideration 
for Academy awards have been nar- 
rowed down to 12, from which nom- 
inating committee will select five for 
general vote by the membership. 

Picts whose scores are now under 
consideration include: ‘Anthony Ad- 
verse,’ ‘Born to Dance,’ ‘Charge of 
the Light Brigade,’ ‘Garden of Allah,’ 
‘The General Died at Dawn,’ ‘The 
Great Ziegfeld,’ ‘Little Lord Fauntle- 
roy,’ ‘My Man Godfrey,’ ‘Romeo and 
Juliet,’ ‘Rose Marie; ‘Three Smart 
Girls’ and ‘Winterset.’ 


THEATRE STICKUPS, 
IN 2 SPOTS, CAUGHT 


Minneapolis, Jan. 26. 

Two bandits who held up the 
cashier of the Paradise, local nabe, 
and got away with $325 in cash were 
captured the next day, pleaded 
guilty and received sentences of 5-40 
years in prison. 

They admitted a previous unsuc- 
cessful attempt at the Hollywood 
theatre and a hold-up of the Cha- 
teau that netted $70. The Hollywood 
and Chateau also are independent 
neighborhood houses here. 

















Winnipeg, Jan. 26. 
Fast action by local police grabbed 
two youths who held up and slugged 
Manager Harry Gray, of the Star- 
land theatre, Friday night (22). The 


Final awards will be made from | 


These will include one short in each | “ d in ‘Club de F . 
of four classifications: cartoons, black | ~"° eppesses & - io Pe 
one and two reelers. | She is now in Hollywood. 





{ 


| 


Ernst Lubitsch plans to start pro- |} 


starring Miss Dietrich, about 10 days | 


| 


have the male spots | 





Le Roy Signs Another 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Collette Lyons has been signed to 
a personal contract by Mervyn Le- 
Roy. 

This is fourth player on the Le- 
Roy list since he became a producer 
of his own pictures for Warners. 
Others under contract are Kenny 
Baker, Fernand Gravet and Mar- 
garet Irving. 


DEVAL'S INDIE 
UNIT FOR 20TH 








Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Jaeques Deval, author of “Tovarich’ 
and 20th Century-Fox contract 
writer who recently finished adapta- 
tion of ‘Cafe Metropole,’ is going into 
indie production here, so that Darry] 
Zanuck may fulfill the rest of 
the writer-director-producer contract 
Deval holds. 

Deval has done okay as indie pro- 
ducer in France, with his ‘Club de 
Femmes’ a big hit, though 
somewhat shady for U. S. 
ideas (of which his 
was typical) are 


pix. His 
‘Marie-Galante’ 
usually hard to 
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By The Skirt 
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$2,505 Attachment Suit | 
Vs. Ted Healy on a Loan 


A warrant of attachment against | 
Ted Healy, film comedian, was ob- | 
tained Thursday (21) by Gertrude | 
Garfinkle, of Brooklyn, in N. Y. Su- | 
preme Court, pending trial of a suit 
to recover $2,505 from Healy on an 
alleged loan. 

Miss Garfinkle brought the action 
as assignee of Morris Green, theatri- 
cal producer. Plaintiff claims Green 





| loaned Healy $5,000 on Dec. 24, 1930, | 
| and that the actor has only paid part | 


| Hollywood and because of this the 





subject | 


adapt to suit the Hays office. Legion 


of Decency, international censors, 
and other restrictive bodies. 

Deval’s plans for his indie have, 
however, reached starting stage. 
Paul Ivano has been stgned for 
camera work. Script, dealing with 
marital troubles of typical French 
psychological drama type, is virtu- 


ally finished. First production plans | 


| have been made. 


Untitled epic, according to Deval, 
will be made for less than $200,- 
000. Lead goes to Else Argal, player 





| ; 
Committee comprises Bert Gilroy, | Playwrights’ Payoff 


In Installments To 
Ease Income Tax Rap 


Actual figures on film sale of ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You’ are $50,000 
to George S. Kaufman and Moss 





Hart (to be split 60-40, with Sam H. | 
Harris, producer, of course) on sig- | 


nature of the contract and $50,000 
more to be paid in 1938, 1939 and 
1940. Columbia is permitted to start 
activity on film production of the 
play in 1938, but the four-year payoff 
of the $200,000 was insisted upon by 
Kaufman and Hart for income tax 
purposes. 

Paramount had bid the price up to 
$175,000 and Metro was also inter- 
ested. Louis B. Mayer asked to have 
the proceedings held up until he 
could look at the play himself in 
New York. Then Harry Cohen, for 
Columbia, phoned Sam H. Harris in 
New York and asked for a figure. 
Harris said $200,000 and Cohen said, 
‘It’s a deal.’ Details were ironed out 
after that. 

Understood that Kaufman may go 
out to help Columbia prepare the 
script but that is in no way obliga- 
tory. Contract carries no clause to 
this effect and, if eventuating, would 
be merely a gesture on Kaufman's 
part to protect his property. 


MARGO TORN BETWEEN 
GUILD AND GOLDWYN 





hour after the stickup. 


up and robbed of $50 


lads were caught within half an 


4 

This makes it three against the 
Miles circuit in less than a month. 
Recently the loop Lyceum was held 
in change 


while an attempt was made to hold 
up the neighborhood College the- 
atre, no go through. 

Gray was counting the night's 
take when there was a knock at the 


left it ajar and went back to the 
counting. Two men entered and 
pushed a gun into his back demand- 
ing the money and also that the 
safe be opened. Stalling for time, 
Gray fooled with the safe, only to 
be slugged after which he opened 
the safe. Then making him kneel 
in the corner one of the bandits 
slugged him over the head with the 
butt of a revolver, and escaped with 
the $150 taken from the table. 

Police caught them less than half 
yards with only $65 in their pusses- 
sion. It is claimed they dropped 
several packets of money during the 
chase but no trace has been found 
of the money. 








door; seeing nobody at the door he 


an.hour Jeter inthe CPR railway 


/ 





Margo will stay with the Theatre 
Guild’s production of Maxwell An- 
derson’s play, ‘Masque of Kings,’ un- 
til April 1, when she quits to go to 
Hollywood for an assignment in Sam 
Goldwyn’'s production of ‘Hurricane’ 
starting April 15. 

Reports stated that actress had 
already deserted the incoming play 
which is due at the Shubert, N. Y., 
Feb. 8. 

On conclusion of film chore, which 
is expected to last about eight to ten 
weeks, she returns to N. Y. and the 
play. Terms of her contract with 
the Guild stipulate these conditions. 


Douglas Vice Brent 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
George Brent has balked on a 
loanout deal to Paramount and is at 
w— Sorings resting. He was 
loaned by W.-~ers for lead in ‘I 
Met Him in Paris, ‘jirected by Wes- 
ley Ruggles. 




















Melvyn Douglas gets the spot. 


of the debt. Healy is at present in | 


court issued the attachment. 


PAR’S CAREFUL! 
MAGYAR GAL | 


| 


BUILDUP 


| 


| 





ee = | 
i 
| 


Longest and most careful build-up 
for any foreign actress is probably 
that of Francisca Gaal, Hungarian 
girl now on the Coast for Paramount. 
She has been there quietly about 
two months being prepared. 

Miss Gaal's cinematic history is a 
curious one. Discovered in German | 


| films by Joe Pasternak,. Universal's 





| starring, 





Morris) (Scanpeen). 


then central European rep, that com- 
pany signed her on a_ long-term 
paper and began an involved build- 
up via German films in which she 
was starred. After the second of this 
series was in preparation the Hitler 
regime moved in and Universal 
moved out. Entire Pasternak-Uni- 
versal production set-up moved to 
Budapest and a number of Hungarian 
films were made with Miss Gaal 
still with Hollywood in 
mind as her eventual spot. Idea was 
that she needed more acting tutorage 
before being brought over. 

Somehow, however, Universal lost 
interest, what with the Laemmle 
regime’s sell-out and Miss Gaal found 
herself free. At this point Par came | 
along, grabbed her up and brought 
her to Hollywood for a hush-kush 
tutorage. 


Now It’s Spanish Gas 
Masks, So Hollywood 
Kicks in With $4,000 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 


Hollywood contributed over $4,000 
toward buying gas masks for inno- 
cent Spanish civilians after appeals 
made by Ralph Bates, British novel- 
ist, at swank $5 dinner and big mass 
meeting following night. Not inter- 
ested in pic work, Bates is hurrying 
back to Madrid to resume his com- 
mand in International Brigade. 

While giving vivid and colorful 
picture of life in Spain before and 
since beginning of the war, Bates 
had little to say of specific show biz 
interest. However, he drew more 
than 1,500 Angelenos to mass meet, 
after turning out of 250 almost ex- 
clusively film names at dinner night 
before. Donald Ogden Stewart in- 
troduced him with crack that while 
Hollywood's interest in anti-Nazi 
work was understandable, interest in 
Spain went further afield, since 
‘after all, there are no Spanish pro- 
ducers.’ 














SAILINGS 


Jan. 29 (West Indies Cruise), Mr. 
and Mrs. William C. White (Ruth 


Jan. 27 (London to New York), 
Francis L. Harley, Walter J. Hutch- 
inson (Berengaria). 

Jan. 27 (Paris to New York), 
Melitta Brunner (Paris). 

Jan. 23 (New York to Paris), Rob- 
ert Casadesus, Lee Sims, Mistinguett, 
Ilomay Bailey, Louis Brouillard, Mr. | 
and Mrs. Charles Dixon, Don George, 
Paul Damski, Wilbur Woods, Ken- | 
neth Downes (Champlain). | 

Jan. 22 (New York to Bremen), | 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Hohner, Mr. | 
and Mrs. Harry Florry, Mr. Dwight | 
Deere Wiman (Europa). 

Jan. 22 (New York to Havana), | 














Jack Alicoate (Pilsudski). 
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Anybody that looks like Mebody 
isn't. , 3 

At present the picture industry ; 
a promotion stunt for Santa Ait” 

Hollywood is like an 9} 
mostly heel and little pe = 


The worst position in Hol} 
Ywood j 
held by the person who, sittin’ 5 
tween two hams (not limited to ; 
tors), gets it between the ‘T's’ 7 
A good listener is one who wil 
also allow others to compliment him 
‘B’ product is the , 
making 
big ones. 


Name given for 
new little ones out of old 


Lots of people have gone On the 
wagon, but many have hitched their 


| wagon to a bar. 


Make-up, camera and lights are 
devices that tell actresses what they 
would like to hear from mirrors 

An agent is an intermediary be. 
tween crime and punishment, 

A producer has nine lives—one in 
each studio. 

A good p.a. is one who is expected 
to make a brass band out of a potato 
player. 

A studio is the only place where 
they pay people for acting. 

Marriage is the temporary jp. 
provement over a former affiliation, 

A character is a bum with money, 

A genius is any executive willing 
to believe it. 

A fight is an exhibition in which 
a Hollywoodian illustrates what can 
be done with one punch, 

An intellectual is a person whé 
has no sense because he knows too 
much. 

A divorce is a legal procedure that 
gets art in the local papers. 

A brain child is an old idea in its 
30th childhood. 

Scandal is conversation that hor 
who knew it all the 
time. 

A helping hand is what you ex 
pect from the guy above you. 

A compliment is what you ask fo 
when you ask for the truth. 

Oil is what you cast on the trou 
bled sea of matrimony. 

The golden rule is the implemen 
used in measuring b.o. returns. 

The floor is the place you put you 
feet if you haven't a desk. 





ARRIVALS 


Eide Norena, Fanny Ward, M 


and Mrs. Raoul Walsh, Doroth 
Mackail, Ursula Jeans, Abbe Erne 
Dimnet, Alexander Brailowsk 


Marian Anderson, Lucienne Tragi 
M. Vronsky, Kosi Venhaven, Vlad 
mir Sokoloff, Ted Peckham, Lucil 
de Korensko, Wilfred Van Wye 
Jean Lleseyeux, Lewis Allen, Mm 
Erica Darbo, Gerald Sanger, Jer 
Adler. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Jerry Bergh. 
Ladislaus Bus-Fekete. 
Robert Cohen. 
Constance Collier. 
Cheryl Crawford. 
Dario and Diane. 
Estelle and Leroy. 
Max Gordon, 
Jack Kapp. 
Bernice Judis. 
Sam Marx. 

Robert McIntyre. 
Pat O’Brien. 
Robert Porterfield. 
Bill Robinson. 
Sam Serwer. 
Viadimir Sokoloff. 
Ernest Toller. 
Lamar Trotti. 

Mr. and Mrs. Raoul Walsh. 
Kurt Weill. 


—_ 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Jean Arthur. 
Howard Benedict. 
Nate Blumberg. 
Raymond Bond. 
Erik Charrell, 
Ned Depinet. 

S. Charles Einfeld. 
Jean Harlow. 
Francine Larrimore. 
Jules Levy. 

Robert Milford. 
Sidney Mitchell. 
Fred Metzler. 
Boris Morros. 
Johnny O’Connor. 
Lew Pollock. 

Leo Spitz. 

Dave Sussman. 

A. Edward Sutherland. 
Robert Taylor. 
Gene Towne. 
Harry M. Warner. 
Richard Watts, Jr. 
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nny Ward, Mr 
Walsh, Dorothy 
ins, Abbe Ernest 
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Lucky Strike’s $3,000,000 Bankroll 


For Pix Names’ Radio Testimonials 





+ 
Hollywood, Jan. 26 
Strike will spend around 
additionally during the 
in exploiting product } 


Lucky 
$3,000,000 


coming year 


through the use of star 
both newspaper advertising and ra- 
dio. As high as $5,000 will be paid 
picture stars for 2%2-minute inter- 
views on either the Wednesday or 
Saturday ‘Hit Parade’ programs over 
NBC and CBS. Besides picture peo- 
ple who appear on radio, Lueky will 
use advertising copy running from 
1.200 to 2,000 lines per issue in 1,609 
daily newspapers throughout the 
country. 

Plan for this publicity is to tie in 
propaganda preceding the release o: 
any picture, carrying the name o 
the attraction, telling about it, a 
well as the name of the producer. 
Besides this, Luckies will take 1° 
back ‘covers in magazines in color 
annually, which will have circulation 
of 15,000,000 to 20,000,000, to propa- 
gandize important stars tieing in on 
the campaign. 

James Rogers, who handles the 
Luckies account for Lord & Thomas; 
Jack Pegler, the L. & T. motion pic- 
ture department head, and Terry 
Turner, are working on tieups direct 
with the studios and personalities. 
To date have signed Constance Ben- 
nett and Gloria Swanson. 

Only studios thus far contacted are 
Paramount and RKO, with others 
worked on during this week. Besides 
picture pe vole, they have gotten 
opera stars and others in limelight 
for this series. First of them prob- 
ably start Feb, 3. Each person inter- 
viewed will simply mention some- 
thing about the benefit of a light 
smoke to people who use voices for 
public appearances and entertain- 
ment. 

Hollywood people will be piped in 
from the Coast to N. Y. on initial 
programs, Likelihood, however, that 
shortly one of the programs will be 
switched from the east to the Coast. 
Figured this campaign is the biggest 
combination radio and newspaper tie- 
in ever made by an advertiser, cost 
being in addition to the current radio 
campaign of Luckies. 

Several bands have been audi- 
tioned here, with possibility David 
Broekman may land the spot. 


MARY PICKFORD 
INPROD. RETURN 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
First step tn the contemplated re- 
turn of Mary Pickford to film pro- 
duction is the signaturing of Barry 
Fitzgerald as first member of a stock 
company which the actress-producer 

has had in mind for several years. 
Miss Pickford plans to recruit this 
company upon her return from Eng- 
land, following the coronation, in 
April. Fitzgerald was formerly a 
member of the Abbey Players in Ire- 
land, and made his screen debut in 
Radio’s ‘The Plough and the Stars.’ 


names for 








——— 











HAROLD WINSTON OUT 
OF COL., BACK TO LEGIT 


Harold Winston, Columbia talent 
scout in the east, has resigned that 
post to give his attention to staging | 
of legit plays. He was a New York 


legit stager before joining Col. 
Columbia expecis to give up its| 
talent department in N. Y. Feeli: 
that the department .costs more 
it is worth and that sufficient 
ne acting talent be dug up 
rmal channels thout 
» the highways and by 
hunt for it. 
Rol t Cohen, Wit n's a | 
geing to the Const as a writer. ° wee! 


| for 


| mar 





Zukor’s Studio Aide 


After Adolph Zukor returns to the | 


Coast, someone will be appointed as 
a contact representative for him be- 
tween the front office and producers, 
departments, etc. The idea is to re- 
lieve Zukor of much of the ‘leg work’ 
that is now necessary. 

Barney Balaban is said to feel that 
Zukor should have such a contacting 
assistant at the studio. Zukor will 
make the selection himself. 


GN TALKING 44 
PIX FOR 1937-38: 





Hoilywood, Jan. 26. 
Grand National’s schedule for the 
1937-38 slate calls for release of 44 
features and eight westerns. Next 
month will see the start of seven 
of the feature films. 


Edward L. Alperson, president of | 


GN, is here conferring with pro- 
ducers with an aim to having 10 
units in the works within 60 days. 
Latter will be done on the Educa- 
tional lot recently taken over by GN. 

During his stay on Coast Alperson 
will also ratify new production deals 


made by Sidney M. Biddell, his Hol- | 


lywood aide. 

Distribution of both domestic and 
foreign release of George Hirliman’s 
three Hirliman 


productions in 
Spanish will be handled by GN. 
Trio are ‘Devil on Horseback,’ 


‘Captain Calamity’ and ‘We’re in the 
Legion Now.’ 

Hirliman, who is producing a series 
of pictures depicting activities of 
U. S. government agents, starring 
Conrad Nagel, has granted actor 
leave for run of ‘Petrified Forest’ at 
El Capitan. Nagel’s next picture, 
‘Gold,’ has been postponed until Feb. 
10. Louis Gasnier will direct with 
Eleanor Hunt in femme lead. 





Kirk W. Todd, Pittsburgh invest- 
ment banking house head, was 
named a director of Grand National 
Films last week. He takes the place 
left vacant through the resignation 
of Robert W. Atkins, representative 
of Pathe interests. Todd, who also 
is chairman of Central Ohio Steel 
Products Co. and Jeanette Glass Co., 
represents a group of bankers which 


has acquired an important block of | 


GN stock. 


FAIRBANKS-GOLDWYN 
ALL SET TO GO ON ‘POLO’ 


dasaberinaiad. Jan. 26. 

Douglas Fairbanks, who will co- | 
produce ‘The Adventures of Marco 
Polo’ with Samuel Goldwyn, has ad- 
vised latter that he is leaving Florida 
for the Coast within a few days, to 
start preliminary plans for the pic- 
ture. 

Goldwyn is holding series of con- 
ferences and budget meetings with 
King Vidor, who will direct ‘Stella 
Dallas,’ and John Ford, who will di- 
rect ‘The Hurricane’ for him. 

Production start on Goldwyn’s ‘The 
Woman’s Touch’ awaits return 
Miriam Hopkins, currently on loan- 
out to Racio for ‘The Woman I Love.’ 

Goldwyn is also seeking a director | 
his ‘Goldwyn Follies,’ book 
which is being written by Bert Kal- 
and Harry Ruby, with George 
and Ira Gershwin due at studio 
shortly to write the music. 


[ WORTHY Al 


of | 





BALLY, BUY 


|WB Rules It Thus—Claims 


the Pix That Need the 
Ether Exploitation Are 
Passed Up—The Others 
Don’t Need the Air 


‘BLACK LEGION’ CASE 


Warner Bros. 
from its pictures. Eastern 
the producing organization feels the 
air presentation of such bits prove 
not only detrimentai to the story, 





but exert a reverse-English on the | 
' 


exploitation possibilities of the pic- 
ture. 

Belief in WB’s New York division 
is that other major film companies 


is that if the company wants to plug 
| its wares on the air it should go to 
the expense of buying its own time 
and thereby make sure that it gets 
all the value there is out of such 
presentation. 

One thing Warner has been burn- 
ing about is the tendency cf air 
users to make use of the films they 
elect and not those whose kilocycle 
plugging might do the film’s exhibi- 
tion some good. Case in point is the 
refusal of commercials to have any- 
thing to do with Warner’s ‘Black 
Legion.’ These accounts look upon 
the picture’s subject as being too hot. 








SALES DRIVE 
PRONTO 


Universal last week revealed that 
it would launch its preliminary sales 
campaign for 1937-38 product imme- 
diately. Several other major dis- 
tributing companies have indicated 
that they would pursue the same pol- 
icy, instead of waiting until March 
or April as previously. 

Details of set-up of next season’s U 
product will be discussed this week 
in Hollywood by Charles B. Paine, 
treasurer, and J. R. Grainger, sales 
chief of company. Both left for the 
Coast last Friday (22). Universal will 
have eight more fe tures than in the 








| 1936-37 season, according to present | 


plans. 


REINHARDT’S: ‘CASINO’ 
_ LAUNCHES WB PACT 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Max Reinhardt has arrived here to 
begin work on his picture-a-yvear 
| agreement with Warners. 





| Plan is for Reinhardt to produce 
| ‘Casino,’ an original by Dennison 
| Clist and Henry Blanke. Edward 


|G. Robinson and Ruby 
mentioned for the leads. 


Keeler 


are 


_ Hearst Nixes we? Pic 


for | 


Hollywood. Jan. 26 
Taboo has been ordered on any 
columnar comment in Hearst sheet 
{on the David Lamson picture, ‘Con- 


} 


or | demned Row.’ 
Metzler Mulls Coin "Seeuauas occa — 
Hollywood, Jan. 26. ing accepted 
Fred Metzler 20th-Fox tudio — 
treasurer, } gone to New York foi 
Nencial sonteke with Werdaar tune e KAUFMAN PACTED AT RKO 
ell. compat treasurer. and other Hollvwood, Jan. 26 
ome office exer Edward Kaufman, new produce 
He planned to be east about one has been given a contract by R 
| Pictures 


IME 


P ' 
is putting the bars | 
up on. the broadcasting of excerpts | 
end of | 


will in due time see things in that | 
light and join the shutdown. One 
opinion prevailing at Warner Bros. 


NO PIX EXCERPTS ON RADIO 





|Zukor Fetes Trade 





~ Educational and ERPI 


Unofficial Wall pune accounts are 
| that Dillon, Read and perhaps ERPI 
also may be putting up that $1,200,- 
000 additional money for Educational 
under the latter’s proposed reorgan- 
ization plan. 

Both Dillon, Read and ERPI have 
been heavily interested in Educa- 
tional financially, in the past. 





PAR’S SOCKO D.C. 








Washington, Jan. 26. 
| Paramount flacks last week put 
|over one of the town’s biggest 
| 
| 


| publicity steals in drumming up in- 


| terest in Adolph Zukor’s silver 


an- 
| 


| niversary celebration and _  coin- 
cidental release of ‘Champagne 
Waltz.’ 


Getting the White House Corre- 
spondents Association to sponsor the 
local premiere, promoters crashed all 
social and political gates for 24 
hours. Build-up was climaxed by a 


mount Picts,’ exec., with President 
Roosevelt receiving Zukor for a five- 
minute courtesy call. A swank ban- 
quet thrown ostensibly by George 
Allen, chairman of the D. C. Com- 

















9 , a 
| mission, was principal feature of the 
publicity barrage which preceded 


the screening for political bigwigs 
and newspapermen. 

Guest list for the Zukor dinner 
was headed by the Japanese Am- 
bassador, Secretary of Commerce 
Roper, five members of President 
Roosevelt's ‘little cabinet,’ two 
dozen silk-hatted Senators, eight 
members of the House of Represen- 
tatives, eight local judges, a house- 
full of departmental officials, a few 
hand-picked members of the press 
corps, and miscellaneous political 
and business bigwigs. 

Only sour note was the fact that 
few of the working newspapermen 
expected to puff the Zukor celebra- 
tion were on the dinner roll. 


REVNES’ PROD. PACT 
AMPUTATED BY PAR 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 


| Maurice Revnes, after four months 
of a six-month producer deal at Par- 
amount, went off the payroll last 
Saturday (23), Settlement was made 
by company on the unexpired por- 
tion of the contract. 

Revnes went to Paramount from 
Metro on an experimental basis to 
make a couple of productions, but 

















Fisher Heading Story 
Unit for Schulber 


Jan. 26. 





Hollywood, 


James B. Fisher has been appoint- | 


ed head of newly organized story de- 
| partment by B. P. Schulberg. 


Fisher, who resigned from story 
PR mwa nt at RKO, will also func- 
ii0ft as Schulbere’s special contact 
with the Hays office. 
Sere M. ‘Sivce East 
Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Harry M. Warner pulled out for 


York over the 
pending past month at the Warner 
tudio here. 


He was accompanied east by Mr 
Warner and S. Charles Einfeld, WB | 
| advertising-publicity chief. 


Press East: 


Says Par Distribution Income Up 
40%, Gites Facts, Figures, Theories 


Vast improvement in Paramount 
after six months of Barney Balaban 
in the president’s chair and Adolph 
Zukor over production activities is 
reflected in an increase in distribu- 
tion return which, Zukor declares, 
is running at least 40° ahead of 
last year. Zukor revealed this in- 
crease in sales at a luncheon he ten- 
dered editors and representatives of 


trade papers on arriving from the 
Coast last week. 
From other sources it’ is learned 





ZUKOR BALLY 


White House audience for the Para- | 


his initial story was peared shelved. | 


weekend after | 


that remarkable improvement is also 
being shown in theatre operation, a 
branch of activity in which Par is 
vitally concerned through a chain 
(of around 1,250 houses. While the 
year 1936 showed an increase in 


gross returns from theatre of around 
33144% over the preceding year 
(1935), the beginning of this year 
finds the theatres a reported 15% 
better than at the beginning of 1936. 
In 1936 the theatres took in around 
$7,000,000. Y. Frank Freeman, now 
a v.p. of Paramount Pictures, Inc., 
is in complete charge of theatre 
operations, his policies being largely 
credited with the gains shown. 
Zukor, who says he will remain 
indefinitely at the studio so that he 
| can be close to production, is highly 
optimistic over the world grossing 
| possibilities of product which has 
| been released or is soon to go out. 
Zukor figures on a basis of 
$1,000,000 when computing percen- 
tage ratings of pictures, it being an 
| old habit, If he thinks a picture w,!l 
gross $900,000, from a _ $1,000,000 
rating basis, this will be a 90% pic- 








ture. If in his opinion he thinks it 
will gross $1,100,000, then it is a 
110% grosser. 

Showmanship 


One of the oldest of the picture 
showman, Zukor is more bullish than 
ever on showmanship and firmly 
feels that this element must be a 
prerequisite to the success of pic- 
tures. For the showmen, with their 
feet on the ground, Zukor believes 
this year is going to be one of the 
best the industry ever enjoyed but, 
he adds, it is now more definite 
than ever before, that pictures must 
be in the hands of showmen and 
not bankers. 

In stressing that showmanship is 
vital for pictures Zukor also stresses 
that novels and not documents are 
demanded by the screen. Since he 
has been on the Coast, Zukor stated 
he has thrown out more stories than 
| the other companies have used this 
year and he will not approve budgets 
on stories which he is not reason- 
ably certain are marketable. 

So-called ‘B’ product will be 
turned out but aside from abjuring 
the classification of pictures as B’s 
or C’s, Zukor said that lower-cost 
features will be made but in no 
case are stories to be done just with 
duals in mind. Duals, in Zukor’s 
opinion, are an epidemic and while 
it may be okay from a sales view- 
poini to handle B’s on the basis that 
| double-billers require this class of 
product, it is highly hazardous, from 
the studio viewpoint, to turn ’em out 
| for that reason. Zukor believes that 
| duals will start fading when the 
| public beings to walk out on the No. 
2 feature. Pointing to certain out- 

standing grossers, Zukor does not 
| believe that a second feature with 
| these big draws has meant anything 
at all to the theatre. 
| A problem for the duals may come 
| with the curtailment of product from 








|the major producers predicted by 
Zukor as coming next year. This 
curtailment will be made possible 


partly by more extended runs in the 
larger eenters. The curtailment at 
| the same time will mean better pic- 
tures, 


| Production costs are now high. but 
| while this may be due partly to 
|} other causes, Zukor feels that costs 


| march with the times and that this 


year greater care and preparation. 

|more time and resear ay he 

given the same picture “might 
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Herbert Berg of Brit. Nat'l Films 
Of America, Held for Grand Larceny 


Herbert Berg, formerly employed 
by Universal in London, and claim- 
ing to be a brother of Sherman 
S. Krellberg, head of Amuse- 
ment Security Corp., a film 
finance organization and operator of 
the Belmont Theatre, New York, and 
also a brother of Alfred Krellberg, 
film attorney, was indicted on a 
charge of grand larceny in General 
Sessions Court (N. Y.) last week and 
held without bail on what is claimed 
by police to be a fourth offense. 
Both Krellberg brother deny any 
relationship. 

Berg had recenily organized the 
British National Films of America, 
allegedly a subsidiary of a British 
company and claimed to be its gen- 
eral manager, with offices in the 
RKO building, N. Y. 

Charged by police that he had 
cashed two drafts on the Westminster 
Bank of London for $2,300 without 
having an account there. When ar- 
rested by Detective Carroll of the 
47th St. Station, N. Y., in a midtowr 
hotel, it was said that he had 
pawned two expensive watches 
which he had ordered on memoran- 
dum. Watches cost $800 and $500 
each and Berg, it is charged, had 
pawned them for $140. It was or 
this watch transaction that he was 
indicted. The cashing of the British 
drafts and alleged forgeries is a ¢ 
plicated afiair which police figure 
might make for lengthy proceedings. 
Drafts involved by him were cashed 
in New York on Dec. 18, 1936, it is 
charged, by Max Sulkin, of 1270 
Sixth Ave. (RKO Bidg.). 

When Berg announced British Na- 
tional Films of America a couple of 
months ago, with an alleged plan to 
produce a number of pictures in 
New York as a subsid of British 
National of England, it was accepted 
and given considerable space in trade 
papers. British company actually is 
named British National Pictures, not 
Films, and was headed until a week 
ago by J. Howard Rank, multi-mil- 
lionaire miller, who has just resigned 
abroad. There is no connection be- 
tween the British Nationals of Eng- 
land and America. 





London, Jan. 17. 

J. Arthur Rank has resigned his 
chairmanship of British National 
Films, but it is understood he re- 
tains his 45% interest in the ordinary 
stock of the company. 

Announcement by British National 
States that the resignation will not 
affect the company’s production 
plans. Outfit has made two pictures 
in about 18 months, but neither 
caused much stir. Recently an- 
nounced New York production also, 
but nothing has been done on this 
as yet. 


RADIO TO UP 
PROD. COSTS 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Conference of executives of RKO 
Pictures is believed to have brought 
out agreement that all would in- 
crease budgets on pictures for the 
coming season. Leo Spitz, Nate 
Blumberg and Jules Levy, among 
execs attending meet, will head east 
later this week. Ike Libson, RKO 
Cincinnati partner, also here for the 
powwows. 


SEEK ‘SUE’ CLEARANCE 
FOR SHIRLEY TEMPLE PIC 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

If European rights to music and 

title of Gus Edwards’ song, ‘Sun- 
bonnet Sue,’ can be cleared, it will 
‘be used as a picture vehicle for 
Shirley Temple by 20th-Fox. For- 
eign rights to the song are controlled 
by music publishing firms in most of 
the important countries of Europe 
and elsewhere. 

Edwards and Jack Robbins have 
closed a deal whereby latter will 
absorb all of the copyrights to songs 
authored by the composer more than 
28 years ago. These include ‘Sun- 
bonnet Sue,’ ‘School Days,’ and 
others. 

ins-aridl Edwards pian to open 
a school for acting, singing and danc- 
ing, here. 














| Key’ 








Flu Force-Outs 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Donald Woods replaces Craig Rey- 
nolds in ‘Talent Scout,’ at Warners. 
Reynolds was stricken with flu be- 
fore he had a chance to start work. 
To make switch it was necessary to 





| have Dick Purcell replace Woods in 


male lead in studio’s ‘Public 
Wedling.’ 

Polly Rowles was forced out of the 
femme lead in Universal’s ‘Night 
because of flu attack. Jean 


Rogers was substituted. 


PIX BALLY FOR 
F.D.R. BIRTHDAY 


spot 





Washington, Jan. 26. 


Film stars will dress up local pro- | 


gram for celebration of President 
Roosevelt's birthday, next week. 

Headline attractions will be Jean 
Harlow and Robert Taylor, only ones 
of several Hollywoodites invited 
wuo have definitely agreed to help 
lure patrons to seven balls planned 
for leading hotels. They will be 
rushed from spot to spot and prob- 
ably received at the White House 
during the evening. 





Cleve’s Pix Hypo 
Cleveland, Jan. 26. 

For local President Roosevelt's 
charity birthday ball at civic audi- 
torium Saturday (30), Nat Wolf, 
Warner division manager, heading 
committee, has Fay Wray, Donald 
Woods, Richard Arlen and Brian 
Donlevy to appear as guest-stars. 

Quartet is flying in from Holly- 
wood Friday, with Warners throwing 
party for them and newspaper 
crowd. Miss Wray not certain at 
first about having enough time be- 
tween picture werk but gave her 
okay at last minute. Hal Kemp’s 
ork and nitery acts also scheduled 
for show. 

Seventy per cent of proceeds to 
be distributed to local hospitals for 
equipment in curing infantile 
paralysis patients, with remainder 
going to Warm Springs Foundation. 


H’wood Turf Club Building 
Track Despite Comish Nix 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Refusal of the California State Rac- 
ing Commission to grant the Holly- 
wood Turf club a permit for racing 
dates will not stop the new group 
from proceeding with the construc- 
tion of a race track at Inglewood. 
Hollywood group has added many 
formidable and important names to 
its directorate, including Jack L. 
Warner, named chairman. Others on 
board are Earl Gilmore, George F. 
Young, T. W. Simmons, Alfred E. 
Green, Roy F. Wilcox, Walter G. 
McCarthy, J. L. Maddux and C. M. 
Rood. 
Green is president of the club, 
Simmons, vice president, and Joseph 
I. Schnitzer is secretary-treasurer. 


Sonja’s $2,640 Take 


Baltimore, Jan. 26. 

In pair of one-niters, Thurs. (21) 
and Sat. (23), Sonja Henie grossed 
$6,600 at Iceland last week at $2.75 
tor. Thursday was sellout, all avail- 
able 3,100 seats going clean in ad- 
vance. Slightly under 2,500 attended 
the Saturday session: 

The skater worked solo, doing 
three turns each evening, sandwiched 
in between periods in a hockey 
game. 

Understood Miss Henie got straight 
40% of the gross for her end, plus 
expenses from and to New York. 
That netted her $2,640 for the two 
dates. 














RANKIN’S DOUBLE DUTY 
Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
William Rankin has been ticketed 
by Universal to a producer-writer 
contract. 
Rankin turned out 17 originals dur- 





ing past year. 


Raft’s 56 Fla. Bid 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 





into the Deauville club at Miami at 
'a weekly salary of $5,000 and per- 
‘centage of the take. 

Screen actor is negotiating with 
Paramount for a leave of absence. 


LYON - DANIELS 
SOCKO AT VIC 
PAL, LONDON | 














| to America. 
| Garden, East 58th street, N. Y. 


London, Jan. 26. 

Newcomers on the Vic Palace bill 
are O’Donell and Blair, in an un-| 
fortunate spot, following Pansy, the | 
Horse, but bound to score when bill | 
is rearranged. Also Jackie Heller, | 
who will score better when he gets | 
material more. suitable to local | 
showing. 

Ben Lyon and Bebe Daniels are 
| SEEPS and sock of the bill. 








‘Metropole’ and ‘Road’ 
Sets Razed in 2006 | 
Blaze on 20th-Fox Lot 








Hollywood, Jan. 26. | 
Fire of unknown origin gutted | 
sound-stage 4 at the 20th Century- | 
Fox lot Sunday (24), razing the ‘Cafe 
Metropole’ set and water-soaking the 
‘Road to Town’ set. Damage esti- | 
mated at $200,000. 

No production delay is entailed as | 
directors are now shooting exteriors | 
while new sets are being built. Print 
damage negligible as negatives were | 
in the vaults. 

Two studio firemen were slightly 
burned fighting the blaze. 

Blaze in the cutting room on the 
General Service lot caused $1,000 
damage to prints belonging to Major 
Pictures. Positive on ‘Outcast’ was 
damaged. 


STANWYCK WILL BE 
GOLDWYN’S ‘STELLA’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Barbara Stanwyck has been signed 
by Samuel Goldwyn for the title role 
in his forthcoming production, ‘Stella 
Dallas.’ Choice was made after many 
testings and after Goldwyn had 
looked at a short, made up of tests 
shots of the actress compiled over 
three days, and worked up into a 
continuity by Victor Heerman and 
Sara Y. Mason, who are doing the 
continuity on ‘Dallas.’ 

With the Stanwyck pact sealed, 
Goldwyn summoned back from New 
York, Robert McIntyre, his produc- 
tion manager, who has been making 
tests for the part in the east, 


MG's Magyar Imports 


Budapest, Jan. 26. 

Robert Ritchie, of Metro’s Coast 
staff, and Ben Goetz, European 
manager, here recently on a talent 
scouting expedition, have contracted 
Istvan Bekassy for five years, start- 
ing in April. After six months in 
London to learn English, Bekassy is 
due in Hollywood. Bekassy, for- 
merly in musicals, is cancelling the 
contract that tied him to the Muvesz 
theatre, where he recently appeared 
in straight drama, to plunge into pic- 
tures. 

Another Muvesz theatre artist, Elma 
Bulla, is considering a two-year 
Metro contract. Miss Bulla, who has 
had exceptional stage success in the 
past three years here, has not yet 
made up her mind. 


You Go Your Way 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Val and Ernie Stanton are both 
east for spots in pictures on widely 
separated lots. 
Vai goes into Metro’s ‘Parneli’ in 
Culver City while Ernie is in ‘The 
Prince and the Pauper’ at Warners. 


WB’S SOKOLOFF 


Viadimir Sokoloff, European stage- 
screen character actor, arrived in 
N. Y. last week from Europe on his 
way to Hollywood. Will make sev- 
eral films for Warner Bros. 

Probably will start for the Coast 
this week. 


























George Raft has a deal on to go: 





| Ralph and Ernest Cossart. 





———=p 




















S 











[ Inside Stuff—Picture 


Less than 50% of the claims filed during 1936 with the arbitration boardg 
in the six exchange centers in Canada, where arbitration is not outlawed, 
were settled by conciliation or thrown out, only 62 of the 131 cases having 
reached actual arbitration hearings. The complaints of the past year were 
nearly half the number of the prior year (1935), Coli. John A. Coope; 
president of the Motion Picture Distributors and Exhibitors of Canada, 
believing this decrease to be resultant from better understanding between 
distribs and theatre operators. 

The annual report of the Canadian Film Board of Trade shows that the 
total of 131 complaints in 1936 involved $46,799. Those which were cleared 
by conciliatory efforts involved $12,656. Claims filed with the Montrea) 
board reached the highest number, 43, while smallest number of beefs be. 
tween exhibs and distribs occurred in the district, less populated, served 
by Vancouver exchanges, there being only 10 cases here. 





Although he gained considerable experience with the Moscow Art the. 
atre, the late Richard Boleslawki who died suddenly in Hollywood last 
week, did not start stage directional work until five years after he came 
He had established a school of the drama in the old Palm 


His first staging assignment was ‘The Taming of the Shrew’ which was 
presented for six matinees at the Klaw theatre, N Y. (afterwards called 
the Avon and now used by CBS for radio broadcasting) starting Dec. 18 
1925, up to Christmas. The show had the backing of Mrs. Hiram Mallinson 
and it was presented by one J. Fletcher. who is Harry Hayman, silent 
partner in a number of Broadway shows since then. Cast included such 
names as Ann Harding, Rollo Peters, Estelle Winwood, Walter Abel, Jessie 


Players immediately recognized that ‘Boley’ 
had something on the ball. ? 


Joan Crawford, having endowed two rooms at Hollywood Hospital for 
needy filmites, found it impossible to give refuge to flu-stricken person 
during current epidemic. Within an hour after request was made. Miss 
Crawford had endowed a third room so patient could move in. 
~Katherine De Mille is reported to have spent Christmas in leper insti- 
tution outside Cartagena, Colombia, distributing gifts to the 200 unfor- 
tunate inmates. Studio release concerning this, significantly adds: ‘On her 
return to Hollywood, Katherine underwent a thorough physical examina- 
tion before she put in her first appearance at the studio.’ 


Three-month postponement of deadline on unemployment insurance 
taxes imposed under the Social Security Act was ordered last week by 
Internal Revenue Bureau. New due date is April 1. 

Delay was ordered because several states have been delinquent in set- 
ting up their own unemployment insurance machinery. Under the Federal 


| law employers contributing to an approved state system get credit for 


99% on their Federal tax, which is 1% of wages paid during 1936. 
visions apply to persons employing eight or more persons. 


Pro- 





Coast producer, noted for his readiness to turn down unknown talent 
and new ideas and that after his rejection click in the big money, is being 
freely kidded for another of his missed opportunities. This time the pro- 
ducer was offered one of the now celebrated juvenile names in pictures 
for $30 a week. Producer couldn’t see any possibilities in the youngster, 
who now has her name in lights and drawing down fancy coin, a reat 
money-getter for another producing organization. 





Admiral Richard E. Byrd, F. Trubee Davidson, president of the American 
Museum of Natural History, Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., vice prez of the Boy 
Scouts of America, James E. West, chief Scout exec and editor of Boy’s 
Life, and Cecil B. De Mille have been chosen as judges in a Boy Scout 
contest sponsored in connection with the Paramount production, “The 
Plainsman.’ Group will select scout leaders from 12 regions to be guests 
of Paramount in Washington, D. C., June 30-Jety 9. 





On programs used by ‘Hey Diddle Diddle,’ new Anne Nichols’ produce 
tion applying some pre-Broadway burnish in Baltimore this week, ap- 
pears the notification: “The names and characters in this play are fictitious 
and any resemblance to persons in actual life is coincidental.’ 

‘Diddle’ is a sharp satire on Hollywood life. Miss Nichols and the author, 
Bartlett Cormack, figure it safest to include the program note, just in casé 
some of the Coast folk get ideas, 





When that Roxy theatre (N. Y.) situation gets finally aired, one of the 
questions Fanchon & Marco may have to determine is whether the estate 
of the late Sidney Cohen shall continue to share in F. & M.’s take out of 
the theatre’s business. Cohen and F. & M. were partners in the Roxy 
and the Cohen estate has been drawing substantial fees from the theatre 
with F. & M., although Cohen has been deceased for many months, 





Coast director, who is never satisfied with his agent, approached a 10%’er 
with whom he had settled his contract twice in the last two years and 
wanted outfit to handle him again. Agent said, ‘What’s the use, you'll 
only want to settle up again.’ Finally director agreed after replying that 
he had paid out $25,000 in two years for settlements. He'll stick to his 
present agent, he. vows. 





Merger of all RKO properties in California under one corporation called 
RKO-Radio Pictures. Inc., was accomplished with the necessary papers 
with the secretary of state. Those banded include RKO-Pathe Pictures, 
RKO-Pathe Distributing Corp., RKO-Pathe Export Corp., RKO-Pathe 
Studios Corp., RKO Distributing Corp., RKO Studios, Inc., RKO Export 
Corp, and RKO-Radio Pictures, Inc. 





Harry Brundidge, currently stationed in Hollywood to write series of 
interviews with screen personalities for the St. Louis Star-Times, is tying 
up the articles with trailers depicting the interviews that are to follow in 
print. These trailers will be shown in theatres in the St. Louis area as & 
build-up for the paper. In initial trailer, Brundidge used several of Uni- 
versal’s stock players. 





German Tourist Bureau in New York, distributing a number of German 
travelogs gratis to schools, etc., claims that this is only for non-commercial 
purposes. Nevertheless it has advised all theatres in the East playing 
German language filrms that these traveloges may also be used in theatres 
on regulation stock as shorts or added support and also on a gratis basis. 





Hollywood junior chamber of commerce has asked the film studios 10 
aid in staging its first annual Hollywood Mardi Gras scheduled for June. 
It is understood a certain portion of the project has been underwritten by 
Fanchen & Marco, but the body wants studios to make a number of screen 
tests of participants in a contest to pick a Mardi Gras queen. 





Eddie Cantor handed out $2,000 this week to two separate charities. 
American Red Cross received $1,000 for flood relief work and President 
Roosevelt’s pet, Warm Springs Foundation for Paralytics, was also recipient 


| of $1,000. 





Taking the stand that RKO’s ‘Winterset’ would not have general b.o. 
appeal, Fox-West Coast passed up the picture in Southern California until 
it had a tryout in an opposition spot. Following a three-week run at 


(Continued on page 25) 
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HAGEN TO PROD. 
12 PIX FOR 
MAXWELL 


London, Jan. 17. 

Julius Hagen has signed a contract | 
with John Maxwell to produce a 
program of 12 pictures a year for a 
period of five years for distribu- | 








tion through Associated British. 

Deal is a sequel to the appointment | 
of receiverships for Hagen’s three 
companies, which had agreed a simi- 
lar, though not so definite, produe- | 
tion set-up with Maxwell when their 
completed output was turned over to 
his subsidiary, Wardour Films. 

New company is to be formed, with 
Hagen at the top, to govern the 
planned production schedule. Wheth- 
er the pictures will be shot in Twick- | 
erham or elsewhere is undecided. 

Additional line of product will 
substantially improve Maxwell's 
program of home-made pictures. His 
own unit, British International, 
scheduling not more than 12 a year, 
does not yield him _ sufficient to 
meet quota commitment on his own 
circuit. With the Hagen batch, he 
may just ital by. 


USTARTS FOUR | 


| 
| 


days only, en route to the Continent, 


| where he will help Harold Smith out | 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Quartet of new pro- 
ducers will start functioning at Uni- 
versal within the next 30 days. They 


associate 


are: 


Kubec Glasmon, former 
who will handle production on ‘The 


Cop’; Rufus LeMaire, executive as- | 


sistant to Charles R. Rogers, will 
produce ‘Be It Ever So Humble,’ 
directed by Leo McCarey; George | 


writer, 


Haysite Dickering 


|is in town discussing with the Pro- 
| ducers’ 


| Ww hich will 


| 


| 


| 


reelected pres. 


‘Don’t Pull’ Pulled 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Release of ‘Don’t Pull Your 
Punches’ is being held up by War- 
ners until after its ‘Kid Galahad’ has | 
reached the screen. 

Studio figures that ‘Galahad’ will | 
give Wayne Morris name value that | | 
will redound favorably to ‘Punches,’ | 
in which he also plays. 








Int | Registration 
Of Picture Titles 


London, Jan. 17. 
F. W. Allport, of the Hays Office, 


Group of the Federation of | 
British Industries an invitation of 
the latter to co-operate on a new 
scheme for registration of motion 
picture titles in Great Britain. F.B.I. 
group put such a plan into operation | 
Jan. 1, and now seeks to probe the 
possibilities of exchanging registr: 





tions both sides of the Atlantic. 


Allport sees a probability of estab- 
lishing a third international unit 
co-ordinate registration 
work of both F.B.I. and Hays. Brit- 
be register so far has only a hand- 
ful of titles entered, comparing with 
j}some 10,000 protected by the Hays 
files, which have operated since 
around 1925 





London for a few 


for a few weeks before returning to 
New York. He is in charge of the 
title pep functions of the! 
N. Y. Hays office. 


‘St. L. Amus. Co.’s Officers 


St. Louis, Jan. 26. 
Thomas N. Dysart, president St. 
Louis Chamber of Commerce, was 
of St. Louis Amus. 
owner of chain of 22 nabes, at 








Co., 


Owen, former production exec, will annual election held last week. Other 


produce ‘The Wildcatter,’ Lew Col- 
lins directing, and George Jessel, on 
payroll for past month, makes his | 
debut as a producer on an untitled | 
filmusical. 


REALIGN ‘GOOD EARTH’ 
AUTHORSHIP CREDITS 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Disclosed that the writers’ branch 
of the Academy has ordered Metro 
to switch credits on ‘Good Earth.’ 
Studio gave screenplay credit to Tal- 
bot Jennings, Frances Marion and 
Mare Connolly. Acad. board ruled 
credit due Jennings, Tess Slesinger 
and Claudine West. 








officers chosen are Henry C. Arthur, 


| Jr., v.p. of Fanchon & Marco inter- 


ests here, and William T. Nardin, 
| executive v.p. Pet Milk Co., v.p.; 
former Mayor Frederick H. Kreis- 
mann, sec., and Clarence M. Turley, 
treas. These five also were elected 
to board of directors at stockhold- 
ers’ meeting held same day. 

No financial statement has been 
issued but company is reported to 
have benefited by bettering of busi- 
ness conditions here during past 
year. 





U’S STORY HAUL 
Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Screen rights to three stories were 
bought by Universal last week-end. 
They are I. A. R. Wylie’s ‘Puritan 





jat Large,’ ‘Love in the Mud’ by Rich- | 


Studio will abide by the change, |ard Wormser, and ‘Life Is Sometimes | 


although insisting its credit rating is 
okay. 


First Division’s $6,373 
Claim Vs. 19 N. Y. Indies 


First Division Exchanges, Inc., filed 
suit in N. Y. Supreme Court Friday 
(22) against 19 New York indie pic- 
ture house operators to recover $6,- 
373.84 alleged to be due on a contract 
signed on January 14, 1936, under 
which plaintiff was to supply defend- 
ants with a year’s program of pic- 
tures. The defendants named in the 
action are: 

Estates Operating Co., Inc.; Sangle 
Operating Co., Ledmar Amus. Corp., 








Webtree Corp., Pulch-Hubner Amus. | 


Corp., Weinwor Amus. Corp., City 
Theatres Co., Inc.; Evadne, Inc.; 
Amity AmuS, Co., Robinson Operat- 
ing Co., Inc.; Audubon Amusements, 
Inc.; R. O. R. Amus. Corp., 133 2d 
Ave Corp.,, Weingin Amus. Corp., 
G. T. Amusements, Inc.; Roxol The- 
atre Co., Inc.; Helgus, Inc.; Times 
Square Theatre Corp., and the Kal- 
bor Amus. Corp. 


First Division alleges a contract | 
to supply defendants with 1935-1936 | 
Pictures during 1936 at a On ee | Charles 


Price of $15,000 beginning Feb 
1936. The minimum monthly 
of $1,250 was agreed on. 


tract and still owe $6,373.84 and in- 
terest for which it is suing. 


‘Outcast’ 


'Funny’ by Alfred Schuller and Earl | 
Pearsoll. 





Hearing on the Roxy theatre reor- 
ganization 
| Federal Judge 
| Y. on Friday 


|have been few 
| holders to 


OSTRERS WONT 


OSTRER AND HAGEN JOIN THE C. M. WOOLF 
WAILING WALL ANENT U. S. AND BRIT. PIX 








Roxy Hearing Friday 
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plan before 


in N. 


comes up 
Francis Caffey 


(29). 


Own Theories 


So far as can be ascertained there 
dissents from bond- 
pending plan under 
which 20th Century-Fox would take 


London, Jan. 26. 


the The weeping and the wailing goes 


on here. And America is the butt of 

over operation and give the house a | al] criticism. America won't accept 
whic ° i 

long-term film franchise. British pictures, British producers 
insist, and that is what is the matter 


with British production. 

Latest due to join the C. M. Woolf 
wailing wall are Isidore Ostrer and 
Julius Hagen. 

Ostrer, arriving here last 
| from a two- month stay in America 
| less America provides a better mar- 
ket for British films, Gaumont-British 


| may cease producing pictures and 
= ¢ | confine itself to cinema owning. 


| Question will be taken under advise- 


week | 


| with his brother Maurice, said, ‘Un- | 


Isidore Ostrer Expresses Himself on America’s Al- 
leged Unreceptiveness to British Films—Hagen 
Tells His Woes Also—U. S. Film Trade Has Its 


factory substanttal increase in re- 
turns from Amu#rica, G-B will not 
further carry on with production.’ 
He concluded by saying, 
producers cannot do 


‘America’s 
without the 


English market.’ 


And on this cryptic sentence he 
would not expand. 





Hagen’s Sob Story 
Indie producer Julius Hagen threw 
a press lunch to make a frank state- 
ment on the reasons compelling him 
to accept receiverships for his two 
studios and his distributing units. 


| Admitted freely he had been misled 


|} ment immediately and future produc- | 


tion policy of the 
| ’ 
London, Jan. 26- | decided by March. 
| On their réturn from America, the i other : 
Ostrer brothers. Isidore and Maurice, | Producers are netting between $35,- 
have had nothing to say about the| 000,000 and $50,000,000 here, while 
Gaumont-Pritish situation, as re- | British producers are getting about 
gards a deal for control of the com- | $1,000,000 from America. ‘ 
pany or as regards the talks in| Later G-B Denies 
America with 20th-Fox and Metro| Later the same day Gaumont-Brit- 
execs. | ish issued a denial, saying Ostrer had 
Believed here that they will talk been misquoted by newspapermen 
things over with John Maxwell, a and explaining that GB was merély 
pivotal figure in any possible nego- | considering curtailment of 
tiations, before making any state- | duction costs due to inability to earn 
a, sufficient revenue in America at the 


present time. 
On the following day, Ostrer went 

GREY JOINS COL FOR | t2ticeni2 ‘ 

| HORIZON’ ROADSHOWS) nouncement ot seven productions tor 


into the matter again and again, 
| the current year would eventuate. 


company will be 











belligerently. He did not feel, he 

‘Unless,’ he said, ‘there is a satis- 
As part of its plan to set up a spe- 
cial department to handle the road- 
showing of ‘Lost Horizon,’ Columbia 
| Pictures last week signed Albert 

Griffith Grey to supervise this divi- 
| sion and its full activities. He moved 
into Columbia offices Monday (25). 
Grey is D. W. Griffith’s brother and 
formerly his g. m. 

Grey, who at one time was head 
of Paramount’s roadshow depart- 
ment, does not sever his connection 
with Cinema Arts, new fan maga- 
zine. He is president of the com- 
pany which will publish and will 
devote only a small portion of his 
time to the affairs of the’mag. E. A. 
Tropp is Cinema Arts publisher, with 
an editor yet to be picked. 

As head of roadshow activities for 
Columbia’s ‘Lost Horizon,’ Grey will 
supervise presentation of film on a 
two-a-day basis in several key spots 
and at increased prices. 





PROPAGANDA 
PIX COSTS 


—- — 


Washington, Jan. 26. 

Works Progress Administration 
was shown Monday (25) to be spon- 
sor of 16 educational films which 
cost the taxpayers $101,055. 

Reporting that none of the films 
has been leased, Works Progress Ad- 
ministrator Hopkins told Congress 
his organization has done ‘a mod- 
erate amount’ of picture work dur- 
ing the past year. Payroll con- 
tains names of four persons doing 
film and radio work and drawing 
$16,600 annually. 

An even dozen of the reels are 
informational records of principal 
relief projects in different sectors. 





Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Columbia expects to release ‘Lost 
Horizon, Frank Capra _ production 
many months in the making, Feb. 1. 
Scoring by Dimitri Tiomkin and|} 
‘final retakes were made last week. 











Korda Planning Bread and Butter 
Pictures to Fill Out His Program 


+ ; feet 


Pictures produced so far cover un- 
dertakings in New York, New Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, 
Ohio, Michigan, West Virginia, [- 
linois, Chicago, Minnesota and Mis- 
souri. These aggregate 10,143 feet, 


being the longest. 





by four topical reels. This 





Screen Playwrights’ New 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
After negotiating for eight months 
| was revealed today (Tuesday) that 
the Screen Playwrights can hope for 
no relief until Oct. 15, when present 
contract expires. Cancellation of any 
current provisions is hopeless as it 
would require unanimous consent of | 
ail writers which is deemed unlikely. 





Par Slows ‘Paradise’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
‘Kid from Paradise,’ 
MacArthur original, was 
| slowed last week at Paramount until 





a | the script is revised to fit the bud-| 
Plaintiff | 
Claims defendants ran out on con- | 


get. 

Robert Florey, 
for 
direct. 


Deal Not ’Til Oct. Next 


on a new pact with producers, it} 


Ben Hecht- | 


who just finished | 
Emanuel Cohen, will! 


|group includes ‘Hands,’ showing 
London, Jan. 17. 
Alexander Korda has realized he 
|has got to make bread and butter 
pictures if he wants to stay in busi- | Showing work in drought areas, and | 
ness, and is working on plans for the |“‘We Work Again,’ showing sort of 


|establishment of individual units | jobs given Negroes. 


of pictures made on economic tines. PARKING METERS NOT 
LIKED BY THEATRES 


Production of his large scale sub- 
Salt Lake City, Jan. 26. 


| America,’ portraying typical 
activities; ‘Rain for the 





jects—Rembrandat,” ‘Things to Come,’ 
| ete.—will continue as heretofore. 

| First such unit is the one just an- 
| nounced in which British Lion will 
|have an interest, with a program of 
| 16 pictures planned strictly for the 
| home market. 

Budget on each of these pictures 
will be around $250,000 or less, and 
it is aimed to have them of a fast- 
| moving, popular type. Ace directors 
and personnel will be assigned to the 








chants, theatre owners, business and 
civic groups, Salt Lake City com- 
missioners Monday (25) voted to in- 
stall 1,600 additional parking meters 
to the 200 already placed in leading | 
downtown streets 


Automatic vendors ordered from a 


He went on to point out, ‘American | 


its pro- | 


WPAS $101,055 


Total footage is brought to 15,232 | 


Despite heated opposition by mer- | 











New York State reel with 1.135 feet | sorption possibilities. 


| 


where WPA wages go. ‘Work Pays | 80es anywhere, 





by visions of world markets and had 
invested far more per production 


than he would have done for pic- 
tures meant only for the home 
market. 


‘While I was producing solid Brit- 
ish program pictures for British au- 
diences, I was a happy man,’ said 
Hagen. ‘But all the time I was being 
told, ‘Why don’t you produce ‘Henry 
VIII?’ I was assured, if I spent more 
money on my productions, I would 
show a much greater profit in: the 
world markets. 


‘All this was sweet music to me.’ 


he confessed, ‘and I fell for it—hook, 
line and sinker.’ 


Hagen was peevish about America, 
claiming the market was unfriendly 
to British films. Said that only deals 
British producers should entertain 
with America were those where the 
dollars were planked down before 
the contract was signed. 


Illustrating his production troubles, 
he gave figures of production cost 
and receipts of six recent pictures, 
respectively, as follows: 


‘Scrooge,’ cost $120,000, gross $165,- 
000; ‘The Private Secretary,’ $150,000, 
$125,000; ‘The Last Journey,’ cost 
$135,000, gross $120,000: ‘A Fire Has 
Been Arranged,’ $145,000, $90,000; 


‘She Shall Have Music,’ $240,000, 
$300,000; ‘In the Soup,’ $160,000, 
$102,500. 


Jack Hylton, bandleader star of 
‘She Shall Have Music,’ received 
22% of the gross in addition to sal- 
ary, so that one finished in the red, 
too. 


Hagen said he had estimated a 
yield of $200,000 from the U. S. on 
‘Scrooge,’ but what he received was 
actually $6,000. 





The American Viewpoint 


The American film tiade sew 
nothing wrong with British produc- 
tion which lower production costs 
and careful planning of production 
cannot remedy. Isidore Ostrer’s re- 
cent declarations regarding his com- 
pany’s dark production prospects 
and of the British film industry gen- 
erally is regarded by experienced 
minds merely the prolog to an alibi. 


This will come as Gaumont-British 
starts on a lower production cost per 
film. The British jam is due largely 
to the fact that production costs 
have been above the market’s ab- 
Stretching the 
market artificially will not help any 
part of the trade. John Q. Public is 
in on that one. He won't pay for 
that which he doesn’t like. That 
in England or the 


WPA | United States, or, in darkest Africa. 
Earth,’ 


And what the Ostrers may be 
really planning for G-B is to lower 
studio overhead to meet market con- 
ditions and the circumference of its 
own income circle. 


In this wise G-B may be following 
the usual John Maxwell policy 
which he has followed in regard to 
British International Pictures. The 
Maxwell policy is to rent his studios 
to producers who will supply his 
houses with films, thus keeping his 


| studios busy without having the re- 
| Sponsibilities of production. Perhaps 


| 


job, William Cameron Menzies being | Houston, Texas. concern will grace 

| already slated. }entire business district within 30) 
Korda thinks Denham has suffi- | days. 

}cient room to produce 30 such pic-| Twelve theatres are located in 


tures annually, aside from his own 
and other output sewn up for United | 
Artists release. 


area to be covered with meters. for 
which motorists can park at 
cents an hour. 


five | 


if the G-B outfit follows this line 
also it will indicate that Maxwell's 
influence already is felt in G-B 

Maxwell seems to have had the 
least difficulties of any of all British 
producers. On the other hand, this 
idea of reducing British film produc- 
tion costs is not a new thing and it is 
what the experienced minds of the 
trade have been cautioning and ad- 
vising British producers right along. 
That includes G-B 
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4 Flu and Record Cold Dent 
L.A. Trade; ‘Love’ Lukewarm 
At 24; Plough’ Duo NS.G. 126 


| 
Los Angeles, Jan. 26. | 


Record *t6ld weather that has en- | 
veloped the town for past two weeks, | 
plus a general flu epidemic, drepped | 
the bottom out of trade the past 
week, with grosses substantially re- 
duced all around. Prevalence of flu 
and severe colds is so bad that people 
are stayine awry from theatres and 


other public nlaces, with even the 
yountsters tebooed from sitting in 
on recl entertainment. 

‘Plouch and the Stars,’ one of the 


newcomers currently, is not interest- | 
in® at the b.o. locally. Joan ze 


fe-d and Clark Geble in ‘Love on the 
Run’ will esrner ton money on the 
wee". with counle of holdovers head- 
in® for just fair returns. 
Prir of ennt'irued first runs of | 
*“Corcen of Allah’ will nrobably bring 
a combined tot=! of 10G. which is not | 
altoge’*her health~. | 
{ 


E-timates for Tlis Week 


Chinese (Grauman) (2,028: 30-40- 
§5)—‘Love on the Run’ (MG) and 
‘Leughine at Trouble’ (20th) dual. 


Not only ‘Love.’ but biz was on the 
rvn this wee'. and with filmites not 
‘TIenoehine’ hut trvine to keep warm. 
fair $10,009 best in sictht. Last week 
‘Corden of Allah’ (WA) and ‘Career 
Woman’ (20th), trade oke at $12,100. 

Powntown (WB) (1.800: 30-40-55- 
6"'—‘ haree of the Livht Brigade’ 
(WB) and ‘S™ert Blonde’ (WB) dual 
(2d week). Holdover is for five days, 
with eross off around 45% over ini- 
tie’ week at slim $4,500. First week 
set’ -fectory $7.°00. , 

Four Star (Fox) (900: 30-40-55)— 
‘Ven of Affairs’ (GB) moved in 
w'thout anv cdven-s and will likely 
wind up with $3,700. Last week, 
‘C-rnivel in Flanders’ (Sonores 
Tohis) higgest box office flop house 


has had since it played ‘As You 
Were.’ $2,600. 
Hollvwood (WB) (2.756: 30-40-55- 


68 ‘—‘Charee of the Light Brigade’ 
(WB) and ‘Smart Blonde’ (WB) dual 
(2d wk). Biz on five-day holdover 
slithtly ahead of its day-dater 
(Downtown), and at $5,500 will be 
oke. Last week (1st) hit neat $8,800. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2.280: 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Let’s Make a Million’ (Par) and 
*‘Crack-Up’ (20th) dual and vaude- 
ville. Bottom dropped out here, too. 
ard best in sight is $7.000, which is 
not very profitable. Last week ‘Along 
Came Love’ (Par) and ‘Make Way 
for a Lady,’ with Eddie Peabody on 
steve, disappointing at $7,400. 

Pantages (Pan). (2,700; 30-40-55 )— 
*Plough and the Stars’ (RKO) and 
“She’s Dangerous’ (U) dual. This will 
have to be satisfied with $6.000. Last 
week ‘Great Guy’ (GN) and ‘Mighty 
Treve’ (U), not so hot at $6,300. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Plainsman’ (Par) and stage 
show (2d wk). Second week got un- 
der way slowly, in keeping with re- 
duced takes all over town, but aided 
by a preview. second stanza should 
hit around $15.500. First week, smash 
$23.000. third biggest gross house has 
piled up in a year. 

RKO (2.950: 30-40-55 )—‘Plough and 
the Stars’ (RKO) and ‘She’s Dan- 
gerous’ (1) dual. Lucky to hit $6,- 
200, anythine but profitable. Last 
week ‘Great Guy’ (GN) and ‘Mighty 
Treve’ (U), hit steady pace for 
plenty good $8.700. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2.024: 30-40-55- 
75)—-Love on the Run’ (MG) and 
Taughing at Trouble’ (20th) dual. 
Best rrosser on the week, but below 
early anticipations at around $14.000. 
Last week ‘Garden of Allah’ (UA) 
and ‘Career Woman’ (20th), piled up 
nifiy $16,600. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2.100; 30- 
40-55)—‘Garden of Allah’ (UA) and 
‘Coreer Woman’ (20th) dual. Move- 
over for continued first-run from the 
State not so good, as $4.000 indicated. 
Lact week ‘One in a Million’ (20th) 
and ‘Sinner Take All’ (MG). sweet 
$6 200. 








Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55-65) 
—Garden of Allah’ (UA) and ‘Ca- 
reer Woman’ (20th) dual. Also on 
moveover from Chinese-State, will 
hit $6,000. lowest take since becoming 
continued first-run house few weeks 
avo. Last week ‘One in a Million’ 
(20th) and ‘Sinner Take All’ (MG), 
good at $9,100. 





H. 0.’S IN BIRM’HAM 


of Okay Biz: 
Nice $7,700 





Sign ‘Plainsman’ 





Birmingham, Jan. 26. 


Business must be better; houses 

are holding over pix. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2.800: 
80-35-40)—‘Plainsman’ (Par). Nice 
at $7.700. Last week, ‘Camille 
(MGM), $7,000, moderate. 

Empire (Acme) (1,100; 25)—‘Theo- 
dora Goes Wild)’ (Col). Good $2,200. 
Last week same picture $2,700. 


————===—— 


~< ~- 





| 


| 





—Rainbow on River’ (RKO). Dandy | 
$2,800. Last week ‘Jungle Princess’ | 
(Par) $2,300, fair. 

Pantages (Wilby-Kincey) (2,300: | 
30-40) —Flving Hostess’ (U) and | 
vaude. Not up to late standard, but | 
satisfactory $2.700. Last week ‘Mind | 
Your Own Business’ (Par) and vaude | 
$3.500, good. 

Strand (Wilby-Kincey) (800; 25)— | 
‘General Spanky’ (MG). Fair, $1,600 | 
on second week. First close to | 


| and surprised everyone, as originally 


booked for only three days. | 


FLOODS WORRY 
CLEVE, ‘GUY 
GREAT ITG 


Cleveland, Jan. 26. | 

Downpour of rain and_e snow, 
coming on top of floods in mid-Ohio, 
is taking minds of fans off of show- 
shopping with resultant cut in 








grosses. No floods here but people 
too worried about relatives’. in 
effected areas}. 

Majority of crowd. trekking to | 
State for ‘Plainsman,’ and ‘Great 
Guy’ is also making money for 
Palace. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alhambra (Martin Printz) (1,200; 20- 
30-35 )—Beloved Vagabond’ (Col) and 
‘Luckiest Girl,’ (U), dual. Chevalier 
name in first has lost drawing power 
here, $1,500 for four days, poor. Last 
week ‘Country Gentleman’ (Rep) 
and ‘Women Are Trouble’ (MG) (2d) 
in four days even worse, $1,000. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 25-40)—‘One 
in Million’ (20th). First pix shifted 
from Hipp for h.o. in two months, 
going fine, $6,500. Last week ‘White 
Hunter’ (20th) though hurt by raps 
and mild exploitation earned $5,500, 
good. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
—Accused’ (UA) and ‘Easy to Take’ 
(Par). John Howard, localite, in 
second dual feature strong enough to 
guarantee $3,100, above average. Last 
week ‘Deeds’ (Col) (2d run) was a} 
hotcake, $3,000. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-40)— 
‘Lloyds of London’ (20th). Touted 
shrewdly and boosted by cricks, but 
natives apparently afraid of title or 
heavy theme. Will hurt if it doesn’t 
do better than $15,500. ‘One in 
Million’ (20th) last week didn’t hold 
up, taking a below previous esti- 
mate of $14,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-60) — 
‘Great Guy’ (GN) with ‘Riviera 
Follies’ unit on stage. Neat combi- 
nation, vaude clicking but Cagney on 
marquee in comeback responsible 
for $17,500, okay. Last week Jane 
Withers in person with ‘Plot Thickens’ 
(RKO) formed a honey, $23,500, 
walloping every other gross on 


avenue. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-40-55)— 
‘Plainsman’ (Par). Galloping along 
briskly, hailed as best of DeMille’s 
epics, and worth an excellent $19,500. 


Last week ‘Camille’ (MG) coughed 














1st Runs on Broadway 





(Subject te Change) 
Week of Jan. 29 
Capitel—‘Camille’ (MG) 
wk). 
Criterion—‘Great Guy’ (GN) 
(5th wk). 
Music Hall—‘Plough and the 
Stars’ (RKO) (28). 
Paramount—‘Plainsman’ (Par) 
(3d wk). 
Rialto — ‘Criminal 
(RKO) (26). 
Rivoli—You Only Live Once’ 
(UA) (30). 
Roxy— ‘Three 
(U) (2d wk). 
Strand—'‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB) 
(30). 


(2a 


Lawyer’ 


Smart Girls’ 


Week of Feb 5 

Astor—‘Good  £Earth’ 
(2). 

Capitel—‘Camille’ 
wk). 

Criterion—'Man of 
(GB). 

Music Hall—On the Avenue’ 
(20th) (4). 

Paramount — ‘Champagne 
Waltz’ (Par) (3). 

Rialte—‘Sinner 
(MG) (3). 

Riveli—‘You Only Live Once’ 
(UA) (2d wk). 


(MG) 
(MG) (3d 


Affairs’ 


Take All’ 


Roxy—'Head Over Heels in 
Love’ (GB). 
Strand—‘Stolen Holiday’ 


(WB) (2d wk). 











its way through 
snickering audiences, barely able to 
make $17,000. Consensus of local 
opinion is that Garbo committed 
celluloid suicide by accepting role. 
Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 25-35)— 


‘Camille’ (MG). Carried in for second 
week after run at State, but strong | 


matinee biz indicates $7,500 on 
stellar names. Last week “Thin Man’ 
(MG) on third stanza had no trouble 
in banging out $8,500, great. 


No Balto Scares; 


‘Sec, NYG Unit 





Big at $18,000 





Baltimore, Jan. 26. 

Biz is bullish in Balto this week. 
At vaudfilm Hipp, N.T.G. revue is 
pulling ‘More Than Secretary’ up to 
big $18,000. The Century looks to 
get around $14,000 with ‘Camille,’ 
and pic will go added lap. 

No flood danger here, but heavy 
rainfall over weekend retarded biz 
fractionally. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
35-40-55 )—‘Camille’ (MG). Good at 
$14,000. Will h.o. Last week ‘Be- 
loved Enemy’ (UA) not so forte at 

000 
(2.300; 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) 


15-25-35-40-55-66)—More Than Sec-. 


retary’ (Col) and N.T.G. unit on 
stage. Unit the prime lure, with 
some hypo from pic that will soar 


gross to sparkling $18,000. Last 
week ‘Winterset’ (RKO) and Ken 
Murray on stage grabbed great 
$17,100. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40-55)—‘Smart Girls’ (U). 
Initial inning ends at supper show 
tonight (Tuesday), at which time 





Champagne’ Bubbles to Good $16,000 
As Wash. Settles Down to Normal 





Washington, Jan. 26. 

Town getting back to normal this 
week, and with plenty of product 
being peddled the biz is pretty well 
split up. Biggest splurge was that 
given ‘Champagne Waltz’ via inter- 
national premier with Gladys 
Swarthout and Par officials in per- 
son, Pic opened well and holding, 
but isn’t busting any records. 

Keith's has been putting plenty be- 
hind Deanna Durbin in ‘Three Smart 
Girls, but opening indicated that 
show-shopper, as usual here, wanted 
to wait and see. Critics’ raves and 
word-of-mouth are accounting for 
steady build, but first week won't be 
sock. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitel (Loew) (3,424; 25-25-60)— 
‘Stowaway’ (20th) and vaude. Shir- 
ley Temple plus Blackstone’s magic 
show making sock mat bill, but 
nights off. Should get good $23,500. 
Last week ‘One in a Million’ (20th) 
and Velez and Weismuller p.a. can 
thank inaugural crowds for part of 
beautiful $35,900. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 


(MG) (2d run) in third week on 
mainstem took nice $5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,424: 25-35-40-60-70) 
—‘Man of Affairs’ (GB) and vaude. 
Arliss getting the aristocracy and 
Ken Murray revue getting the flam- 
ing youth, but combo won't beat 
$16,500, nice. Last week ‘More Than 
Secretary’ (Col) and Benny Davis 
Revue got good $17,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 25-35-60)— 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U). Deanna 
Durbin build-up **avy; should reach 
okay $10,000. Las. week ‘Plough and 
Stars’ (RKO) $10,000. 

Met (WB) (1,853: 25-40)—‘Miad 
Your Own Business’ (Par). Looks 
like oke $4.000. Last week ‘One Way 
Passage’.(WB) (reissue) took same. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363: 25-35-60)— 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par). Sock 
bally on premiere helping toward 
good $16,000. Last week ‘After Thin 
Man’ (MG) (2d run). big $15.000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,100: 25-30-40-55) 
—As You Like It’ (20th). Try at 
first-run in revival .spot getting 
above average $2,600. Last week 
‘Horsefeathers’ (Muy) (revival) and 





‘College Holiday’ (Par) (2d run). 





Ritz (Wilby-Kincey) (1,600; 25-30) 


Oke $4,000.. Last week ‘Camille’ 
. | 


‘First World War’ slipped slightly to 
oke $2,400. 


unresponsive or | 





Cold, Snow Moderate Minn.'s B.0.’s; 4 


Brigade’ 9G, Oke; ‘Enemy 66, Poor 





they will have wangled $7,000, fine. 
Will stick for another full session. 
Operator aaete Schanberger gave 
pic four-week buildup. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
35-40-55)—Lloyds of London’ (UA). 
Off to excellent start last Sat. (23); 
pointing toward nifty $5,000, and will 
h.o. Last week, third of ‘One in Mil- 
lion’ (20th), shortened to five days; 
good at $1,900, helped by couple 
nights of Sonja Henie personals at 
local rink, 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—'Drummond Escapes’ (Par). No 
names and public isn’t interested; 
about $2,500, poor. Last week take 
was slight bit less torpid at $2,800 for 
‘Jungle Princess’ (Par). 


H. 0. BUFF. GIVES 
NEW ‘LLOYDS 
OKE $13,000 





Buffalo, Jan. 26. 

Second-runs and h. o.’s are divid- 
ing business rather evenly here this 
week. Business ran into worst week- 
end of the winter due to continuous 
rainstorms, but grosses still are run- 
ning high. 

‘Lloyds’ is drawing okay biz, be- 
ing practically the only new thing 
in town. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55).— 
‘Lloyds’ (20th). Swell reception from 
reviewers and generally well liked. 
Despite weather will probably get 
$13,000, good. Last week, ‘One in 
Million’ (20th), developed sensation- 
ally and is due back for a second 
run. Over $18,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Sinner Take All’ (MG) and ‘Here 
Comes Carter’ (WB). Okay for aver- 
age $6,000. Last week, ‘Wanted: Jane 


CWB) fell off to $6,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50 )— 
‘Plainsman’ (Par) (2d wk). Still go- 
ing well for around $9,000. Built up 
strongly last week and bettered all 
estimates for $16,500. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Ca- 
mille’ (MG) (2nd run). Okay at 
about $7,500. Last week, ‘Sing Me a 
Love Song’ (WB) and ‘Case of Black 
Cat’ (WB) slipped off to $6,200. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25-35)—‘3 
Smart Girls’ (U) (2nd run) and ‘Mys- 
terious Crossing’ (U), dull. ‘Girls’ 
showing real strength. Plenty of 
word of mouth advertising and 
should develop to splendid $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Flying Hostess’ (U) and 
p anepatad Gentlemen’ (Rep), $7,700, 
okay. 


SKIING INTO THE B. 0. 
INSTEAD IN MONTREAL 


Montreal, Jan. 26. 

Weather unprecedented this cen- 
tury has killed skiing during Janu- 
ary and brought thousands into the- 
atres at weekends who would other- 
wise have spent their cash and time 
in the Laurentians. Hence better 
grosses than usual this month. 


Estimates for This Week 


His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50) 
‘Forget Me Not’ (Brit) and “Trapped 
in the Alps’ (Brit). May gross $4,500, 
good. Last week $4,000 on ‘Man Who 
Worked Miracles’ (Brit) and ‘Land 
Without Music’ (Brit). 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 50) ‘One in 
Million’ (20th) and ‘Crack Up’ 
(20th). Looks attractive every way 
at this season and may gross $9,500, 
very good. Repeat of ‘Lloyd’ (20th) 
$7,000, good. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50) ‘Plains- 
man’ (Par) (2nd week). Still coming 
in with chances of good $7,500 after 
excellent $10,000 last week. 

Loew’s (MT) (3,200; 60) ‘Smart 
Blonde’ (WB) and Olsen and John- 
son Revue. Around $8,000, fair, if it 
holds up. Last week ‘Jungle Princess’ 
(Par) and ‘Hollywood Follies’ $8,800. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 50) ‘Girl 
From Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Jane Turner’ 
(RKO). Looks like $8,000, very good. 
Holdover of ‘Allah’ (UA) and ‘Plot 
Thickens’ (Col) a good $6,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50) ‘Club de Femmes’ (2d 
week ), still packing them in but fade 
likely, $1,700, after good $2,000 last 
week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) 
‘Michael Strogoff’ and ‘Advenutre in 
Paris’. Doing so well that $6,000 is 
expected, very good. Last week 
‘Jaime Toutes les Femmes’ and 
‘Sept Hommes et une Femme’ very 











nicely at $6,000. 
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Minneapolis, Jan. 26. 

Eighteen below zero. weather 
skiddy streets and snow-blocked 
roads are no box-office tonic here 
and it looks like a week of moderate 
grosses. Incoming attractions do not 
seem to be the type calculated to 
cause any mad scramble toward the 
turnstiles, although ‘Charge of the 
Light Brigade’ and ‘Love on the Run’ 
particularly the former, are showing 
some pulling power. 

Double features, with weak box- 
office sisters of the ‘B’ classification 
linked up, continue to make unim- 
pressive showings as far as business 
getting is concerned. 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG) opens a 
one-week two-a-day roadshow en- 
gagement at the Alvin Friday (29) 
scaled at $1.10 top. ; : 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
—Reunion’ (20th) (2d run) and 
‘Bengal Tiger’ (WB) and ‘Man Who 
Lived Twice’ (Col), dual first-ryns 
split. Heading for good $1,000. Last 
week, ‘Go West, Young Man’ (Par) 
and ‘Our Relatives’ (MG) (2d run) 
split, and ‘Smart Blonde’ (WB) and 


‘Plot Thickens’ (RKO), dual first- 
runs, $900, nice. 
Century (Publix-Singer) (25-35- 


55)—Camille’ (MG) (2d wk). Moyed 
here from Minnesota. Good spot to 
get big play from matinee trade: fair 
$4,500 in prospect. Last week, ‘After 


Thin Man’ (MG) (2d wk), $9,000, 
very big. 

Lyric (Publix-Singer ) (1,300; 20- 
25)—Pigskin Parade’ (20th) (2d 
run). Good $2,200 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Three Men on Horse’ (WB) 
(2d run), $2,000, good. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4.200: 
25-35-55 )—‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA). 


Stars don’t mean so much at local 
b.o., but picture well regarded and 
getting attention particularly from 
femme trade. May reach only $6,000, 
poor. Last week, ‘Camille’ (MG) 
$9,000, good. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) ~(2,890; 
25-35-40 )—‘Charge of Light Brigade’ 
(WB). Highly praised and meeting 
customer approval, too, juvenile 
trade especially in evidence; heading 
for great $9,000. Last week ‘Come 
and Get It’ (20th), $7,000, good. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
40)—‘Career Woman’ (20th) and 
‘King of Hockey’ (WB), dual. Third 
week of double features at this 
house still meeting mild response 
from public. Light $2,400 indicated, 
‘Here Comes Carter’ 
(WB) and ‘Wanted: Jane Turner’ 
(RKO), dual, $2,500, light. 


Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Pace 
That Kills’ (Ind). Sensational ex- 
ploitation bringing it attention. Good 
$1,200 indicated. Last week, ‘Every- 
thing Is Thunder’ (GB), first-run, 
and ‘Ex-Mrs. Bradford’ (RKO) (re- 
issue), split, $700. poor. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200: 25-35)— 
‘Love on the Run’ (MG). First nabe 
showing. Good $3,000 in prospect. 
Last week, ‘Born to Dance’ (MG), 
$3,200, good. 

World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40-55) 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) (4th wk). 
Keeps right on holding ’em out in 
second week here and fourth down- 
town. Looks like big $3,000. Last 
week, $3,500, immense. 


B’KLYN BIZ UP 


Bank Nite Waning, Deluxers Benefit; 
‘Plainsman,’ Big $28,000 











, Brooklyn, Jan. 26. 

Interesting development here in 
recent weeks has been influx of film- 
goers in downtown area, with pickup 
at all b.o.’s. Screeno and Bank Nite, 
which neighbs started in order to 
buck downtown competish, now defi- 
nitely on wane. 

Downtown deluxers are at least 
25% ahead of last year in grosses. 
‘Plainsman,’ at Paramount, mowing 
down everything with capacity biz 
at every show after Doc Lee's wild 
west circus campaign. 

Estimates for This Week 
_ Albee (2,500; 25-35-55)—‘Carnival 
in Flanders’ (Ind) and ‘Holy Terror’ 
(20th). Twinners will get satisfactory 
$15,000. Last week ‘Girl from Paris’ 
(RKO) and ‘Woman Wise’ (20th) 
$17.000, good. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Hideaway 
Girl’ (Par) and ‘Smart Blonde’ (WB). 
dual. Anticipate okay $17.000. Last 
week ‘God’s Country’ (WB) and 
‘Love and Kisses’ (Tel) $14,000, just 
fair. ‘Black Legion,’ next. 

Metropolitan (2.400; 25-35-55) — 
‘After Thin Man’ (MG) (ist wk) and 
‘G-Men in Action’ (U) (2d wk). Fair 
$14,000. Last week, $16,500, liely. 

Paramount (4.000; 25-35-95) — 
‘Plainsman’ (Par) and ‘Let’s Make 
Million’ (Par). Got off to great start 
and should hit magnificent $28.000. 
Will holdover. Last week ‘Gold 
Diggers’ (WB) and ‘Captain Kid 
(WB) (2d wk). $17,000, fine. 

Strand (2,000: 25-35-50)—‘Country 
Gentlemen’ (Rep) and ‘Tundra 
(BT), dual. Will bring in poor $7.000. 
Last week ‘North of Nome’ (Co!) 
and ‘Woman in Distress’ (Co!? 
$8,000, fair. 
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Chi Fears Lights May Go Out, So 
Pic Houses Suffer; Cagney 27¢ 





Withers- Girls’ Smart at $28,000 
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Chicago, Jan. 26. 


Electrical union. strike, which 
caused plenty of trouble on Friday 
(22) night, may hit again any day 
and has theatre ops downtown in a 
sweat. Three-hour strike Friday 
ruined biz after 8 o’clock, with most 
of the bridges up and preventing 
people from coming into the loop 
easily. Also the announcement of | 
the coming strike kept many people | 
right at home, fearing that if they 





went out they’d get caught in un-| 
lighted streets. | 
However, biz is still okay as far} 


as the week-end was_ concerned, 
with ‘Great Guy’ at the Chicago and 
‘8 Smart Girls’ at the Palace as out- 
standers. ‘God’s Country and the 
Woman’ started Saturday (23) at the 
Roosevelt and looks capable for 
some business. Newcomer of which 
much is expected is ‘Camille.’ which 
arrives tomorrow (Wednesday) at 
the United Artists to replace ‘After 
the Thin Man,’ which had a power- 
fully profitable run of it. 


Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65)— | 
‘Plainsman’ (Par) (4th week). In| 
fourth loop week and still a money- 
getter. Around $5,000 currently, fine, 
after excellent $9,300 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Great Guy’ (GN) and stage show. 
Another one for the rat-a-tat boys 
and girls, and punching through to 
pleasant $27,000. Last week ‘One in 
Million’ (20th) touched fine $33,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900: 35-45-65)— 
‘One in Million’ (20th). Moved here 
from big session at the Chicago and 
will get okay $7,500. Last week ‘Man 
of Affairs’ (GB) fairish at $4,800. 

Oriental (B&K) (3.200; 35-45-55 )— 
‘Smart Blonde’ (WB) and vaude. 
House going along at steady profits 
lately but will end much lower than 
recently at only $13.000 this week. 
Last week ‘Jungle Princess’ (Par) 
was $14,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—3 Smart Girls’ (U) and vaude. 
Jane Withers on stage and helping. 
Strong vaude bill and powerful pic- 
ture adding up to fat $28,000. Last 
week extra performances were neces- 
sary with George White's ‘Scandals’ 
unit and ‘Woman Alone’ (GB) for 
mighty $30,200. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65) 
—God’s Country’ (WB). Opened 
Saturday (23) and headed for good 

15,000. Last week ‘Lloyds’ (20th) 
inished two-weeker at neat enough 
$9,600. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
40)—‘Counterfeit Woman’ (Col) and 
‘Texas Follies’ unit on stage. Unit 
doing the bulk of the trade cur- 
rently and boosting take to high 
$17,000. Last week ‘Flying Hostess 
(U) okay at $15,400. 

United Artists (B&K-MG) (1,700; 
35-55-65)—‘After Thin Man’ (MG). 
Finishes fourth hotcha session to- 
morrow (Wed.) and scrams to make 
way for ‘Camille’ (MG). Will finish 
final week to happy $11,000, after 
taking remarkable $15,200 last week. 


Seattle Duals ‘Camille,’ 
Good 76; ‘Paris’ Poor 3G 


Seattle, Jan. 26. 


Icy streets and snow hurting all 
b.o.’s currently. 

‘Camille,’ despite Garbo and Tay- 
lor, opens new policy at Music Hall 
and is dualled with ‘Along Comes 
Love.” Music Hall prices advance 
to 42c top, with Orpheum down to 
37c top. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 27- 
37-42)—‘Girl From Paris’ (RKO) 
and ‘Mind Your Own Business’ (Par), 
dual. Heading for only $2,700, poor. 
Last week, ‘Plainsman’ (Par) and 
‘Luskiest Girl’ (U), got good $3,400 
in third week. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) 1,800; 21-32). 
—‘Ziegfeld’ (MG). Moderate $2,800 
indicated. Last week, ‘Old Hutch’ 
(MG) and ‘Valiant Is Word for 
Carrie’ (Par), dual, $3,400, nice. 

Colenial (Sterling) (850; 11-16-21). 
—Bulldog Edition’ (Rep) and ‘Heart 











of West’ (Par), dual, split with | 
‘Trapped by Television’ (Col) and | 
‘Tugboat Princess’ (Col), dual. Big | 


$2.000 in sight. 
(RKO) and ‘Everything Is Thunder’ 
(20th), four days. $1.400. big. 

Fifth avenue (2,400: 27-37-42).—‘3 
Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Tundra’ (Ind). 
Held over five days of second week. 
Getting family trade for good $4,700. 
Last week, same films. $7.900. good. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1.900; 27-37-42).— 
‘Garden of Allah’ (UA) (2d _ wk.). 
Staging for six days and should get 
good $4.200. Last week, same film. 
$8200, big. 

Musie Box (Hamrick) (900; 27-37- 
42).-One in Million’ (20th) and ‘Ac- 
Cus'ng Finger’ (Par). dual. Moved 
from Music Hall. Still swell at $5.- 
800. Last week, ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 


(MG), roadshowed at 
$4,200, only moderate. 
Music Hall (Hamrick) 
37)—Camille,”” (MGM) 
Came Love’ (Par), 
big play at $7,000. 
in Million’ (20th) and ‘Accusing Fin- 
* (Par), dual, four days, $2,700, 


$1.15 top, 
(2,300; 27- 
and ‘Along 
dual. Getting 


ger 
good. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 27-37). 
—One Way Passage’ (WB), reissue, 
and ‘White Legion’ (GN), 
vaude. Anticipated $7,000, 
Last week, ‘Sing Me 
(FN) and Weaver Bros. and Elviry, 
$7,000. 


good. 


Last week, ‘One | 


“MAID OF SALEM 


dual, with | 


Love Song’ | 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,450; 16-27- | 
37).—Lady From Nowhere’ (Col) | 
and vaude. Fair at $3,400. Last | 


week, ‘Happy Go Lucky’ (Rep) and 
vaude, $3,900, fair. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 27- 
37-42)—‘Great Guy’ (GN) and ‘Un- 
der Your Spell’ (20th), dual. Ex- 
pect $5,000. good. Last week, ‘Girl 
From Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Mind Your 
Business’ (Par), dual, $5,200, good. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32). 
—‘3 Men on Horse’ (WB) and ‘Mag- 


nificent Brute’ (U), dual. Slow at 
$2,300. Last week, ‘Big Broadcast’ 
(RKO) and ‘Career Woman’ (20th), 


Camille, 2d W'k, 
And Flu No Blend 
In Frisco, $10,000 


San Francisco, Jan. 26. 

Flu scare, cold weather and con- 
tinuance of maritime strike are 
keeping the figures down this week 
at most of the houses. Six outstanding 
pictures last week have been held 
over, with the Fox and the Embassy 
having the only new offerings. 

Fox-West Coast took advantage of 
the holdovers by booking the ‘Black 
Legion,’ but biz was decidedly off at 
the opening. Limited to men in ap- 
peal from the advertising standpoint, 
picture had the edge taken off it by 
the ‘Legion of the Condemned,’ 
which was thoroughly razzed here 
several months ago, 


Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (RKO-Cohen) (1,512; 30- 
35-40)—‘Mysterious Crossing’ (U) 
and ‘Conflict’ (U). Very light at $3,- 
000. Last week ‘Girl from Paris’ 
(RKO) and ‘Yellow Cargo’ (GN) 
slipped to fair $3,500 in third week. 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-75)— 
‘Black Legion’ (WB) and ‘Mind Your 
Own Business’ (Par). Boy Scout 
angle in Paramount picture helping 
draw on this combo for. male trade, 
but looks disappointing at $14,500. 
Last week ‘After the Thin Man’ 
(MG) and ‘King of Hockey’ (WB) 
did terrific $16,000 on holdover. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Great Guy’ (GN) (2d week) and 
vaude. Cagney great attraction here; 
nice going at $12,500. Last week 
swell at $19,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) 
—‘Three Wise Girls’ (U) and ‘Find 
the Woman’ (Col) (2d week). Biz 
holding up swell in second week 
after disappointing first stanza; ex- 
pected to reach $8,500. Last week 
$10,300. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-35- 
40)—‘God’s Country’ (WB) and 
‘Crack-Up’ (20th) (2d week). Book- 
ing problem forced holdover of this 
combo, which was not so forte last 
week. Lucky in view of conditions, 
probably good $11,000. Last week 
n.s.g. at $12,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-35- 
40)—‘After the Thin Man’ (MG) and 
‘Hats Off’ (GN) (3d week). On move 
over from the Fox house changed 
second feature in hopes of getting 
some repeats on ‘Thin Man.’ Expect 

















Last week. ‘M’Liss’ | 





man’ (Par) and ‘Man 
(Rep) okay at $5,000. 


United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 25- | of Time. 
(2d | port; 


40)\—‘Garden of 
week). 


Allah’ (UA) 
Technicolor treatment caus- 


ing much favorable comment and | 
helping draw tremendously. Sickness | 


and cold weather, which is cutting 
in on the number of standees at this 
small house, will hold take to nice 
$7,500. Last week swell at $9,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 35-40-55) 
—‘Camille’ (MG) and ‘Let’s Make a 
Million’ (Par) (2d week). Idea of 
seeing ‘Camille’ cough herself to 
death during flu siege here is not 
appealing to average theatregoer, 
which accounts for disappointing 
take. Will be lucky to do $10,000. 
Last week $16,000 nol so big ag ex- 
pected, 


30 Below No B.0. Bugaboo 





Regina, Sask., Jan. 26. 
Weather averaging nearly 30 below | 
zero for nearly two weeks would 
send box office receipts in most parts | 
of the world diving but cold weather | 
and good radio reception means 
nothing to residents of this frost-bit- 
ten province, showmen here sey. 
While box office receipts have 
drooped slightly, the quality of the 
pictures as much as anything has 
been responsible. 


i New York's 


PLUS MUNDIN, 
OK 27¢, HUB 


Boston Jan. 26. 

‘Maid of Salem.’ with Herbert 
Mundin on stage is doing all 
at the Met, although 
records. This film received tre- 
mendous local paper breaks, along 
with its world premiere here, be- 
cause most of the local pix crix 
were guests of Paramount last Sum- 
mer on the set of ‘Maid.’ 

‘Pennies from Heaven’ and ‘More 
Than Secretary’ hold over at the 
Orph and State on dual bill. 


Estimates for Last Week. 
Boston (RKO) (3,000: 
‘Plot Thickens’ (RKO) and ‘Moulin 
Rouge Follies’ on stage. Hitting 
good pace, $25,000. Last week 
$25.000 for ‘Luckiest Girl’ (U) and 


breaking no 





fine $8,000. Last week (3d) ‘Plains- | 
Betrayed’ | 


Sally Rand and Benny 
| stage. 
Fenway 
50 )—God’s 


(M&P) (1,400; 

Country’ (WB) 
‘Mind Your Own Business’ (Par), 
dual. Very good $7,000. Last week 
dandy $8,000 for ‘Plainsman’ 
(2d run) and ‘Easy To Take’ (Par) 
(ist run), dual. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
35-55) — ‘Great Guy’ (GN)—-First 
Cagney film ever to play this house 
is registering satisfactorily on eve- 
ning trade to tune of about $17,000. 
‘Smart Girls’ (U) disappointing last 
week at $11,800. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) with 
Herbert Mundin leading stage show. 
Will flirt with okay $27,000. Last 
week very big $42,500 with ‘One in 
a Million’ (20th) and Fred Waring 
on stage. 


and 


———— 


50)—‘Pennies from 
and ‘More Than Secretary’ (Col), 
double. Surprised with big $17,500 
on opening week and earned hold- 
over. Second frame looks like dandy 


Heaven’ (Col) 


$14,000. Next feature, ‘After Thin 
Man’ (MG). 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-30- 
50)—‘God’s Country’ (WB) and 
‘Mind Your Own Business’ (Par), 
dual. Very satisfactory $12,000. 
‘Plainsman’ (Par) (2d run) and 


‘Easy To Take’ (Par) (1st run), dual, 
hotsy $14,000 last week. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40- 
50)—Stowaway’ (20th) (2d run) and 
‘Plainsman’ (Par) (3d run), double. 
Will clean up around $9,500, excel- 
lent. ‘Chan at Opera’ (20th) (2d run) 
and ‘College Holiday’ (Par) (2d 
run), dual, hit $7,200 last week. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-59) 
—‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Col) and 
‘More Than a Secretary’ (Col), dual. 
Held over after very good $14,000 
initial frame. Second week looks 
like $10,000. 


NO NAMES, NO 
BIG B.O., IN K.-C. 





Kansas City, Jan. 26. 
Cold snap took the edge off last 
week, but currently it’s lack of mar- 
quee strength. ‘One in a Million’ is 
putting the Mainstreet out in front. 


Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200: 25-40)— 
‘One in a Million’ (20th) and March 
Pic is getting splendid sup- 
$14,000, swell. Last week 
‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO) $7,000, n.s.g. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40) 
‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) and ‘Woman 
in Distress’ (Col). Town's only dual- 
ler not so forte with $10,000 in sight. 
Last week ‘Pennies from Heaven’ 
(Col) and ‘Counterfeit Lady’ (Col), 
$13,500, okay. 

Newman (Par) (1,900: 25-40) 
‘Sing Me a Love Song’ (FN). Only 
$5,000, poor. Last week ‘Rainbow on 
the River’ (RKO), $7,590, ‘nice. 

Tower (Rewot-Fox) (2,200; 35)— 
‘Holy Terror’ (20th) and vaude. Good 
$7,500. Last week ‘Jungle Princess’ 














(Par) and vaude hit $6,900, fair. 


right | 


35-55-75 )— | 


Fields on | 


25-35-40- | 


(Par), | 


Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-40- | 


wit dad 
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‘Camille’ $60,000, ‘3 Smart Girls,’ 


$55,000, Smartest B'way Grossers; 
Plainsman Seck 2d Wh. at $44,000 


In spite of rainy weather, notably 
all day Sunday (24), business on 
first run front is par- 
ticularly brisk. Two new pictures, 
‘Camille’ and ‘Three Smart Girls,’ 
are proving to be very strong attrac- 


tions. They and two sturdv hole- 
overs, ‘Lloyds of London’ and 
‘Plainsman’ are accounting for the 
majority of admissions. with the 


ers behind them 
own except for ‘Black 


State, Palace and ot! 
holding the 
Legion.’ 
tations on Broadway. 

While rainy weatner wiich wound 


, up Monday (25) reduced top takin“s 


his drawback is ofiset som 
the fact that school exams are on 
now and a lot of kids are gettine 
| time off. This largely resulted in one 


| of the best Mondays (25) that the 
| street has had in a ions time. The 
Roxy went to $7,306 on the day. the 


| best Monday outside ci a 
that the house has had in 
of admissions. 


‘Smart Girls’ 


holiday 
number 


will 


Latter is far below expec- | 


what by | 


nab an easv 

| $55,000 on the week and holds a sec- | 
ond, probably a third. Vieing with 
it is ‘Camille,” Garbo’s new one 
which should gross close to 260.000 


for the Capitol on its first week. 
‘Woman Wise.’ coupled with ‘That 
Girl from Paris’ at the Palace, may 


| be aiding the dualer toward the fine | 


| $12,000 it is hoping to get. ‘Under 


profitable week at the Rialto Mon- 
| day evening (25), brought $7,800 for 
| Arthur Mayer’s handbox. ‘The Eter- 
nal Mask’ (foreign made), which 
| Mayer has at the Filmarte is very 
hot, $6,000 first week. 

Among the fine hoidovers. ‘Plains- 
man’ is much the lustiest. It soared, 
with aid of the Ray Noble orchestra. 
to a mighty $59,500, new high under 
| the policy, and on the second week, 
|-ending last night (Tues.), remains 
| snugly in cartwheels at a $44.00 
countup. Picture goes a third week, 
but the Noble band has to be re- 
| placed today, due to prior bookings. 
| House brings in the Nat 
| wynne orchestra from the Essex 
| House, plus Hildegarde, the singer. 
| ‘Lloyds’ carried the Music Hall to 
| a nice $88,000 on its first week and 
this week (currently) is holding 








and Stars’ opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 
| The Strand doesn’t look as much as 
| $15,000 this week, second for ‘Legion.’ 
| Picture never got started and ads 
| are now being directed with a view 
to getting the women. The first 
week was this side of $19,000. Cag- 
ney’s ‘Great Guy,’ now in its fourth 
| week, may reach $11,000, and stays 
a fifth. 

‘Men Are Not Gods,’ which got 
$24.000 on its first week for the 
Rivoli and will hold to $15.000, get- 
ting out, on its second, will be re- 
placed Saturday with ‘You Only 
Live Once’ (UA). 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG). Scheduled to 
begin a twice-daily run here next 
Tuesday (2). House has been dark 
three weeks. 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Camille’ (MG). Opened stoutly and 
is plowing its way to a possible 
$60,000 first. week. Holds over and 
will probably be another three or 
four-weeker for house. Last week, 
fourth and final week for ‘Thin Man’ 
(MG) around $22,000. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Great 
Guy’ (GN) (4th week). Doing well 
'enough this week (4th) at around 
$11,000 to chance a fifth stanza. 
Third week went over $12,000. 


Palace (1,700: 25-35-55 )—Girl 
From Paris’ (RKO) (2d run) and 
‘Woman Wise’ (RKO) (list run), 


doubled. Combination proving very 
draughty. maybe $12.000. Last week, 
‘Gold Diggers’ (WB) (1st run) and 
‘Fugitive in Sky’ (WB) (1st run), 
dualed, $9,000. fairly good. 
Paramount (3.664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Plainsman’ (Par) and Ray Noble 
orchestra (2d week). Piled ’em in 
for a smash $59,500 last week, new 
high under present policy, and on 
second week up last night (Tues.), 
another $44,000. Goes a third week 
| with Nat Brandwynne Orchestra 
land Hildegarde replacing the Noble 
/ band. ‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and 
| Fred Waring open Wednesday (3). 
| Radio City Music Hall (5.989; 40- 
60-85-99-1.65)—‘Lloyds’ (20th) (2d 
run) and stage show (2d week). 
Holding up nicely, maybe $70,000 
after a first week’s suction of $88,000. 
‘Plough and Stars’ (R™O) bows to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 





Rialto (750: 25-40-55).—Criminal 
Lawyer’ (RKO). Opened yesterday 
morning (Tues.) after a week of 


‘Under Cover of Night’ (MG}. which 
got $8.806. Prior booking, ‘Hideaway 
Girl’ (Par), finished at $8.000. fair. 
Rivoli (2.092: 25-55-75-85-99).— 
‘Men Are Not Gods’ (UA) (2d week). 
Held down by poor notices and 
strong competition around it, but 
| gets out at around $15,000 this week 
(2d) Picture last week ended at 
$24,000, not so bad considering everv- 
thing. 


Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75).—‘Three 


Brand- | 


| Cover of Night,’ which wound up a | 





Smart Girls’ (U) and stage show. 
Smert grosser, this one too, pace on 
first week suggesting an easy $55.00). 
Misht be three weeks in picture. 
Last week, third for ‘One in Million’ 
(20th), mowed its way to a startling 
36.690. Borrah Minevitch, who wos 


in ‘Million.’ was booked in persar 
with ‘Girls’ and house on Fridey, 
Monday and yesterday (Tues.) did 
five shows. 

Strand (2.767: 25-55-75). ‘Black 
| Levion’ (WB). Althouch given sock 
notices, they are avoiding this one 
for some unexovlained reason, prob- 
ably under $15.000 this week (2d). 
The first seven days were under $19,- 
009. ‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB) opens 
Saturday (30). 

State (3.450: 35-55-75).— Pennies 
From Heaven’ (Col) (2d run) and 


Benny Davis revue. Business good, 
maybe $27.009. Last week house vot 
$42,000 with ‘Garden of Allah’ (UA) 
(2d run) and vaude headed by Mil- 
ton Berle and Bert Frohman. 


‘Three Girls’ No Slouch 
In Port., Strong $7,000 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 26. 
Evergreen’s Paramount cut its 
showing of ‘God’s Country’ to six 
days, using that house one night for 


Rachmaninoff’s musical concert at 
$2.00 top. 
Brightest spot in town is “Three 


Smart Girls’ at Parker’s Broadway. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) 
—Three Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Mad 
Holiday’ (MG). Answering to exploi- 
tation for strong $7,000 and will h.o. 
Last week ‘After the Thin Man’ 
(MG) and ‘Down the Stretch’ (FN) 
closed good fourth week at $4,400 
after piling up a heavy score of 
$25.000 in first three weeks. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,400; 30-40)—‘Here Comes Carter’ 
(FN) and ‘Arizona Mahoney’ (Par). 
Average dual getting about average 
$2,000. Last four days ‘Romeo and 


firmly for a possible $70,000. ‘Plough | Juliet’ (MG) roadshowed two-a-day 


with admish 55 to $1.10, 
results at $3,500. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen 
(2,000; 30-40)—Banjo on My Knee’ 
(Fox) and ‘In His Steps’ (GN). 
Nothing startling, but getting nice 
play at $6,000. Last week ‘Great 
Guy’ (GN) and ‘Jungle Princess’ 
(Par) closed to average $5,200. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,000: 30- 
40 \—‘God’s Country’ (WB) and ‘Find 
the Witness’ (Col). Getting some 
extra biz due to first named pic be- 
ing filmed in these parts, nice $6,300. 
Last week ‘Rainbow on the River’ 
(RKO) and ‘Career Woman’ (Fox), 
hit fair $5,600. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 30- 
40)—‘Sinner Take All’ (MG). Weak 
at $3,000. Last week ‘Sing Me a 
Love Song’ (FN) closed to fair $4,000, 


Indpls. Fems Find ‘Legion’ 
Too Rough, So-So $7,000 


Indianapolis, Jan. 26. 

Despite the fact it was given a 
strong publicity campaign and vaude 
support, ‘Black Legion’ is faring very 
mildly at the usually consistent Lyric 
this week. Lack of cast strength, 
women’s dislike of films that smack 
of cruelty and brutality, and the fact 
that the current picture had been 
preceded locally by ‘Legion of Ter- 
ror, on which the reaction was un- 
favorable, were factors blamed for 
the moderate business on ‘Black 
Legion.’ 

Flood conditions generally prevail- 
ing in this section have affected the- 
atre trade here indirectly by keeping 
many persons at home to listen to 
spot news radio broadcasts from the 
stricken areas. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave) (1,100: 25-40) 
—One in a Million’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Second week for this picture okay 
it $4,000. Last week same picture 
got swell $6,900. 

Circle (Monarch) 
‘Man of Affairs’ (GB) dualled with 
‘Woman Alone’ (GB). Arliss fea- 
tured in former anc Sylvia Sidney 
in latter. Gross very ordinary at 
$3,750. Last week dual of ‘Winterset’ 
(RKO) and ‘Racing Lady’ (RKO), 
with former carrying the burden, 
fair at $4,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) .2,600; 25-40)—‘Be- 
loved Enemy’ (UA) and ‘Man Who 
Lived Twice’ (Col), dual. Take is 
pretty good at $5,400. Last week 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG) for three 
days on roadshow run at $1.10 top 
was good at $5,500. First four days 
of week return run of ‘After the 
Thin Man’ (MG) was good at $4.500. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Black Legion’ (WB) and vaude. 
Former exp loitec heavily, but is fail- 
ing to come through: gross headed 
for so-so $7.000. Last week ‘Once a 
Doctor’ (WB) and Marcus Revue on 


to good 





(2,800; 25-40 )— 





stage was very good at $10,500. 
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Weather Clear, Philly B, 0s Fast: 


Waring- Business Good $19,000 





Philadelphia, Jan. 26. 

Downtown film grosses climbed 
slightly this week, explained partly 
by clearing weather and partly by 
beiter b. o. pullers. 

Waring’s Pennsylvanians, always a 
draw here, are on Earle stage to up 
attendance for highest in town and 
top in many months. Other vaude- 
film house, the Fox, also getting by 
okay with Salici Puppets. ‘Camille’ 
is still standout in second session at 
Boyd, while ‘Three Smart Girls’ isn’t 
too hot at Stanley, despite heavy 
plugging. Instead of holding for 
third week as expected, ‘Great Guy’ 
eased off and halted at Arcadia after 
second stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 40-55-65)—‘Men Are 
Not Gods’ (GB). Only fair draw and 
will be lucky to click $7,500. Last 
week’s $11,000 for ‘Wings of the 
Morning’ (20th) was okay. 


wo 


Areadia (600: 25-40-50)—‘Go West 
Young Man’ (Par). Won't reach 
house average with second run. 


Probably about $2.300. ‘Great Guy’ 
(GN) held up to fine $3,100 in sec- 
ond week, but house pulled it. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55) — ‘Camille’ 
(MG) (2d wk). Headed for excellent 
$18,000 in second and last session. 
Initial week drew $23,000. ‘Cham- 
pagne Waltz’ (Par) moves in Thurs- 
day (28). 

Earle (2,000: 

Your *Own 


25-40-55). — ‘Mind 
Business’ (Par) and 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians on stage. 
Piling up biggest gross in town, 
should hit $19,000. ‘Crack-Up’ (20th) 
and vaude last week pulled about 
$14.000. 

Europa (385; 35-50)—‘As You Like 
It’ (20th). Usually showing foreign 
language pix, house is bettering 
normal take this week on first run 
of Bergner film. Should reach about 
$3,000. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65). — ‘God’s 
Country and the Woman’ (20th) and 
Salici Puppets. Getting by okay for 
about $15,000. ‘Girl from Paris’ 
(RKO) and stage show last week 
rose to nice $17,000. 

Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40).—Second 
run of ‘Girl from Paris’ (20th). 
Headed for so-so $2,500. Last week’s 
second run of ‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) 
good for $3,300. 

Keith’s (2,000; 30-40-50).—‘Plains- 
man’ (Par). Probably fairish $2,500. 
Last week’s second and concluding 
stanza of ‘After the Thin Man’ (MG) 
held for warm $3,300. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55). — “Three 
Smart Girls’ (U). Heavy ballyhoo- 
ing couldn’t lift it to expected at- 
tendance for Friday opening,, but 
rose okay over week-end. Expected 
to get by at fair $16,000. Last week’s 
second session of “The Plainsman’ 
(Par) slipped to $12,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50).—‘Charlie 
Chan at Opera’ (20th). Good for 
$6,500. Last week’s windup of ‘Smart 
Blonde’ (20th) around $6,000. 





‘Eremy’ Tops ‘Plough,’ 
Both Irish Rebellion 
Pix in Prov.; 12G, 76 


Providence, Jan. 26. 
A town of paradoxes. Two pic- 





slow in getting started, and outlook 
isn’t very promising for the finish, 
maybe $7,000, oke but should have 
been better. Last week ‘Great Guy’ 
(GN) and ‘Flying Hostess’ (U) okay 
at $7,700. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Jungle Princess’ (Par) and ‘Let’s 
Make Million’ (Par). Pretty light- 
weight fare, but so far the take is 


Last week ‘Plainsman’ (Par) 
nered $6,600 on a second week run, 
nice, 


DENVER BIZ OFF: 
ENEMY FAIR 
$8,900 

















okay, house anticipates $6.800, so-so. | by Air (Par). 


g - | “ 
Bar | ‘Pinto 


| ‘Night at the Opera’ (MG), split with 


| about $2,600, poor. 
|and Get It’ (UA) was fair consider- 


Rainbow’ Not So Bright 
In Lincoln at $3,000 


Lincoln, Jan. 26 

Poor possibilities for any sort of 
gross around this week. Lincoln 
pulled ‘Polo Joe’ after three days and 
substituted ‘Sing Me Love Song.’ Or- 
pheum has vaude and then a road- 
show of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ for two 
days at $1.10 top. 


Estimates for This Week 


Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)—‘Cal- 
ifornia Mail’ (WB) plus ‘Annapolis 
Farewell’ (Par), split with ‘Under 
Cover of Night’ (MG) plus ‘13 Hours 
Not heavy so far and 
likely to get $850, average. Last week 
Rustlers’ (Reliable) plus | 





‘Crackup’ (20th) plus ‘Taming of the 
Wild’ (Victory), so-so at $900. 





Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— | 
Polo Joe’ (WB) split with ‘Sing Me | 
Love Song’ (WB). Week will hit 


Last week ‘Come 


Strikes Slash 207%; 


—_——3 


Off Det.'s Grosses: 


Breen 256, Durbin 206, Both Good 





‘God's 


good. 


for fems and one for males helps, 
but not enough. Fair week might 


have been bettered by mild weather, 


$5,700. Last week was a mixed one 
with a roadshow engagement of 
‘Romeo and Juliet?’ (MG) for two 
days at upped prices, and remainder 
of week given over to pop priced 
run on ‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ 
(WB) doubled with ‘15 Maiden Lane’ 
(20th). 
Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-40)— 
Country and the Woman’ 
(WB) and ‘Let’s Make a Million’ 
(Par), dual. Some large colored ads 
in the dailies helping these; $7,700. 
Last week ‘Beloved Enemy’ 
(UA) and ‘Hot Money’ (WB) dual. 


Got fair $7,200. 


Paramount (Blank) (2,765; 25-35- 


ing weather, $2.900. 


Orpheum (LTC) 
25-35)—‘Woman Wise’ 


(1,350; 
(20th) 


and Juliet’ (MG), which 


10-15-20- 
plus 
‘Kit Kat Klub’ unit, split with ‘Romeo 
is being 


55)—‘Charge of the Light Brigade’ 
(WB) and ‘Easy to Take’ (Par), 
dual. Closing twin bill at this house. 
After three months of up and down 
biz weather gets the best of the sit- 
uation and house goes dark Thurs- 
day (28): $6,500 on this not bad, but 





Denver, Jan. 26. 

‘Beloved Enemy’ doing only fair 
biz at Denver, but moves over to 
Aladdin for second week. Not much 
biz for any pic, in fact. 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ did okay in 
three-day roadshow date at Broad- 
way. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Rembrandt’ (UA). Okay at $3,500. 
Last week ‘Golddiggers’ (FN) did 
fair $2,500, following week at Den- 
ver. 

Broadway (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40) 
—Romeo and Juliet’ (MG), road- 
show 3 days, split with ‘More Than 
a Secretary’ (Col) and ‘Find the Wit- 
ness’ (Col), dual. Good $3,000 in 
sight. Last week ‘Garden of Allah’ 
(UA), three days following a week 
at each, the Denver and Aladdin; 
‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Col), follow- 
ing 9 days at the Denver and a week 
previously at the Broadway, did fair 
at $2,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Mind Your Own Business’ (Par). 
Just fair at $4,000. Last week 


| ‘Rainbow on River’ (RKO). 





‘Plainsman’ (Par) did nice $4,000 in 
third week. 

Denver (Huffma ) (2,500; 25-35-50) 
—‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) and stage 
band. No burn-up at fair $8,500. 
Last week ‘Sing Me a Love Song’ 
(FN) and Major Bowes unit got fine 
$12,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-40)— 
‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Sinner 
Take All’ (MG). Combo is getting 
better than fair $5,300. Last week 
‘Camille’ (MG) and ‘Mad Holiday’ 
(MG) got big $9,000. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘Charlie Chan at the Circus’ 
(20th) and ‘Crack Up’ (20th), Only 
so-so at $3,000. Last week ‘Great 
Guy’ (GN) and ‘Case of Black Cat’ 
(FN) did nicely at $4,000. 





roadshown two days at $1.10 top. 
Five-day stay of the pic-unit aiming 
for $3,000, good. Last week ‘Yacht 
Club’ unit with ‘Night Waitress’ 
(RKO) split with ‘We Who Are 
About to Die’ (RKO) and ‘Once a 
Doctor’ (WB), $2,900, nice. 

Stuart (LTC) (1.900: 10-25-40)— 
Has the 
purity leagues behind it full force 
after a special screening for their top 
circle, but average or lower at $3,000 
is the probable ticket. Last week 
‘Gold Diggers’ (FN) failed to live up 
to title: final wicket count brought 
the tally to $3,200, just fair. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-25- 
35)—‘Devil’s Playground’ (Col). No 
great shakes of a picture, but will do 
the best for the house in several 
weeks, $1.200. Last week ‘Woman 
Alone’ (GB) had patrons fooled, so 
was withdrawn, to be replaced by 
‘Strangers on a Honeymoon’ (GB). 
Two foreien prints netted only $900 
on the week. 


‘Legion,’ With Fem Film 





Secretary,’ 


not good enough to keep the lights 
on. 
‘Mr. Cinderella’ (MG) and failed to 
hold the pace and $6,000 is light. 


Weather Sloughs 


Last week ‘Camille’ (MG) and 





St. L. Pix: ‘See, 


Vaude, $16,500 





St. Louis, Jan. 26. 


All-day snowstorm Friday (22), 


followed by dropping of mercury to 
10 above and continued cold weather 
Saturday (23), started all de luxers 
off on wrong foot currently. 


Ambassador, with ‘More Than a 


plus Leo Carrillo and 


‘Beloved Enemy’ and ‘Mad Holiday,’ 


In Omaha, Fair $5,700 pace witn $16,500, with Loew's duater, 


Omaha, Jan. 264. _ 

Weather remains the most promi- 
nent single item in the film in- 
dustry with its drastic slices from 
b.o. revenues and headaches from 
jumbled film shipments. Mercury 
continues around zero or below with 
more than a foot of snow holding up 
traffic. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 25- 
35-40) —‘Sing Me a Love Song’ (FN) 
and ‘Once a ‘Doctor’ (FN), dual. 
Comedy is the draw on this one, but 
weather holds down to $4,300, fair. 
Last week ‘More Than a Secretary’ 
(Col) and ‘Come Closer Folks’ (Col) 
satisfactory at $4,500. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Black Legion’ (WB) and ‘Luckiest 
Girl in the World’ (U) double billed. 
Attempt to reach the fems here with 
the second feature. Idea of one pix 








tures of the Irish rebellion, but ‘Be- 
loved Enemy’ is outstanding ‘Ploygh 
and the Stars’ with no difficulty. 
‘Beloved Enemy’ gross will be around 
$12,000, giving Loew’s the lead by 
wide margin. Albee due for $7,000 
with ‘Plough.’ 

Majestic will not be close behind 
Loew's with a twin bill topped by 
‘Three Smart Girls.’ Deanna Durbin 
bringing them around for at least 

11,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘Wise 
Woman’ (20th) and Bowes amateurs. 
This spot is due for a swell break 
if pace continues. Crowds flocking 
to see amateurs, and $7,500 seems 
like a sure thing; great. Last week 
‘Laughing At Trouble’ (20th) and 
vaude okay, too, at $7,000. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) and ‘Murder 
Man’ (Col). Off to good start, and 
nothing to indicate that pace will 
slow up. Just now the kitty looks 
like $12,000. nice. Last week ‘Gar- 
den of Allah’ (UA) and ‘Counterfeit 
Lady’ (Cel) surprised everybody at 
$13,600, swell. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Crack Up’ 
(WB). Biz capacity so fai, and with 
opposish more or less lukewarm the 


‘takings should be in the nabe of 


$11,000. No marquee names, but 
town’s talking about this Durbin gal. 
Last week ‘Sing Love Song’ (WB) 


and ‘Polo Joe’ (WB) trifle better 
than average at $7,000. 
RKO Albee (2,300; 15-25-40)— 


‘Plough and Stars’ (RKO) and ‘They 
Wanted to Marry’ (U). Critics ad- 


verse in the notices, and also play- 


Radio Announcers Hypo Pitt. Flood 
Scare, Biz Suffers; ‘Allah’ Brutal 106 











| 





Pittsburgh, Jan. 26. 


year’s disaster and torrential rains 
keeping folks indoors huddled to 
their loud-speakers listening for 
latest developments and _ keeping 
takes generally pretty well down. 
Fact that some over-zealous broad- 
casters have painted darker-than- 
necessary pictures of conditions in 
Golden Triangle also plenty harm- 
ful and houses have been kept busy 
denying that they’re shut down. 
Terribly disappointing is ‘Garden 
of Allah’ at Penn, where color film 
will hardly get back enough to pay 
for extra advertising. Only first- 
runner making anything even re- 
sembling a race of it is Stanley, 
where combo of ‘Girl From Paris’ 


in fairly decent fashion. 

Otherwise, it’s a case of sit and 
wait. Night trade has been way off, 
with customers unwilling to chance 
parking their cars in a downtown lot, 
and, like a year ago, come out of a 
theatre to find it half under water. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40) 
‘One in a Million’ (20th-Fox). Sec- 
ond week for this ane, but Sonja 
Henie flicker is suffering with the 
rest of ’em. May get around $6,000, 
less than half what first stanza 
brought. Opening week of ‘Million’ 
was heading for new record on 
straight pix when flood scare hit it 
tough on last couple of days and 
slowed it down to around $13,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 








ing up fact that censors cut film; 





‘Love Letters’ (U) and ‘Can This Be 


and Fats Waller’s band is holding up| 


| Dixie’ (20th-Fox). Management de- | 
Threat of flood matching even last | cided to give the works to ‘Star’ in| 


| WB’S OWN PROCESSING 


that it marked film debut of well- 
known local gal, Polly Rowles, who | 
graduated only short time ago from 
Carnegie Tech drama school. House, 
however, learned to its sorrow that 
spotlighting home-town talent is still 
b.o. poison and this one proving no 
exception. Will be lucky to get $2,800, 
pretty brutal: Last week ‘Missing 
Girls’ (Chesterfield) and ‘Country 
Gentlemen’ (Rep.) also under $3,000. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35 
50) ‘Garden of Allah’ (UA). One of 
season’s major disappointments and 
taking it plenty on chin. Dietrich 
apparently still no marquee lure 
around these parts and color isn’t 
enough to draw ‘em in. Notices didn’t 
help any either. Will have to get up 
considerable steam to breast tape at 
even $10,000, which is deep red here. 


Last week ‘College Holiday’ (Par) 
not much better at $11.500. 
Stanley (WB) (3.600; 25-40-60) 





‘Girl From Paris’ (RKO) and Fats? 
| Waller’s band. Last week of flesh | 
here for some time and combo’s do- 
ing fair enough. Should attract $15,- 
500. That’s by no means spectacular, 
| but under the circumstances okay. 


nice. 
Stars’ 


‘Beloved Enemy’ 
Holiday’ (MG). Snowstorm opening 
day will hold this dualer to $15,000, 
n. s. g. Last week, ‘Garden of Allah’ 
(UA) and ‘Gay Desperado’ (UA), did 
a bit better than anticipated and 
finished with $16,500. 





|Last week ‘God’s Country and the 
| Woman’ (WB) and ‘Hollywood Hotel | 
| Revue’ just about the same. 
| Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40) ‘We 
| Who Are About to Die’ (RKO) and} 
| ‘Smart Blonde’ (WB). Nothing out | 
| of ordinary and easing along to aver- | 
;age take at $4,000. Last week ‘Ca- 
| mille’ (MG) brought here after cork- 
, ing session at Penn, still had enough | 
push left-to collect elegant $8,500. 





second with $15,000. 


Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F & M) (3,018; 25-35- 


55).—*More Than a Secretary’ (Col) 
and vaude. Leo Carrillo and Johnny 
Perkins on stage will help house to 
$16,500, fair. 


Last week, ‘Gold Dig- 
gers of 1937’ (FN) and vaude, ended 


with satisfactory $17,500. 


Fox (F & M) (5,038; 25-35-55).— 
‘Great Guy’ (GN) and ‘Crack Up’ 
(20th). Cagney pic should top $13,000, 
Last week, ‘Plough and the 
(RKO) and ‘Woman Wise’ 
(20th), pined away early and finished 


with poor $8,000. 


Loew’s (Loew) (3,162; 25-35-55).— 
(UA) and ‘Mad 


Missouri (F & M) (3,514; 25-35-55). 


rt | Who Are About to Die’ (RKO) 
an 


have any trouble making $11,500, 


‘Golddiggers’ (FN). Shouldn’t 
good. Last week, ‘The Plainsman’ 


(Par) and ‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO), 


collected $13,000, fine. 


St. Louis (F & M) (4,000; 25-40).— 


‘Banjo on My Knee’ (20th) and 
vaude. Doesn’t figure to do better 
| than $6,000, below average. Last 


week, ‘Charlie Chan at Opera’ (20th) 
and vaude, garnered $7,000, nice. 





LABORATORY ON COAST 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
have been approved by 





Plans 


| Warners for erection of a new film 


processing plant at the Burbank 
studio to cost approximately $1,500,- 
000. Work will start as soon as 
weather conditions permit. 

Plant will be of solid concrete. 
with full modern laboratory equip- 
ment. Upon completion, the facili- 
ties will enable Warners to make its 
own release prints. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 


“Raggedy Anne’ changed to ‘Good 
Little Bad Girl’ at RKO: 





E. B. Derr’s Crescent SieBustions | 


has changed ‘Drums of Destiny’ to 
‘The Louisiana Purchase.’ 
‘The Last Slaver’ gets new tag of 
‘Slave Ship’ at 20th-Fox. 
‘Without a Net’ becomes 
Girl’ at Columbia. 


Radio’s release title for the French | 


aviation story, ‘Escadrille,’ will be 
‘The Woman I Love.’ 

Release title of Radio’s 
McLaglen-Preston Foster 
merly ‘Coast Patrol,’ 
Devils.’ 


pic, for- 
will be ‘Sea 


‘Circus | 


Victor | 


vr 


Detroit, Jan. 26. 

Causing employe layoffs in other 
biz channels, prolonged- motor strike 
is making itself felt plenty currently 
in this territory. B. o. slump fig. 
ured around 20% in Detroit's first. 
runners, with considerably higher 
dent being felt in nabes, especially 
those in auto plant districts and in 
surrounding towns, which depend 
wholly on automotive factories |o. 
cated in their limits. 

Good product continues to drag 
em’ in good but under-expectation 
fashion despite the strike, but weak 
spots are suffering plenty. Given 
nice buildup, “Three Smart Girls’ 
(U) is doing oke biz at the Fox this 
week. Copy directed on Deanna 
Durbin as Eddie Cantor’s find. Can- 
tor’s other ‘find,’ Bobby Breen, in 
‘Rainbow on River’ at the Michigan, 
is topping the town currently, how- 
ever. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban; 25-40)—‘Pennies 
from Heaven’ (Col) (3d wk.) plus 
‘Man Who Lived’ Twice’ (Col) (2d 
wk)., dual. Former film, moved 
here from Fox two weeks ago, con- 
tinues oke at $4,000, following fine 
first session of $5,700. 

Dowrtown (Indie) (2,400; 25-35)— 
‘Great Guy’ (GN) plus ‘Hats Off’ 
(GN), dual. Spot keeping h 41 
above water; oke $3,200 currently. 
Last stanza oke $3,000 on ‘Dancing 


Lady’ (MG) (revival) and ‘A G- 
man’s Story’ (Ind.). 
Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)—'3 


Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘King’s Varie- 
ties’ unit on stage. Lots of ballyhoo 
and tieups on Denna Durbin mak- 
ing up somewhat for lack of names. 
Male patrons in goodly numbers, and 
$20,000 will be oke in view of strikes. 
Last week fair $18,000 on ‘Great Guy’ 


(GN) and Ed _ “Sullivan’s ‘Dawn 
Patrol’ unit on stage. 
Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; 


30-40-65 )—‘Plough and Stars’ (RKO). 
N.s.g. $7,000. Worse last stanza at 
$6,500 on ‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA). 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65)—Rainbow on River’ 
(RKO) and Don Redman band on 
stage. Oke $25,000 coming up. Just 
under $25,000 last week on ‘God’s 
Country’ (WB), plus Little Jack Lit- 
tle on stage. 

State (United Detroit) (3,000; 35- 
40)—‘Bulldog Drummond _ Escapes’ 
(Par) plus ‘Plot Thickens’ (RKO), 
dual. This house keeping chin up 
despite strikes; good $9,000 currently. 
Bumber $12,000 last stanza on 
‘Plainsman’ (Par) and ‘Smartest 
Girl’ (RKO), former flicker moved 
here from UA. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—‘After Thin Man’ 
(MG) (2d wk.). After just falling 
short of house record last week, due 
to strike, film keeps up nice pace 
this week with $13,500. First seven 
days, wow $19,500. Will hold for 
third. 


Serlin With Selznick, 
Par’s ‘A&M’ Assignments 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Oscar Serlin has joined Seliznick- 
International as an assistant pro- 
ducer to David O. Selznick. Serlin, 
for past four years with Paramount 
as a production exec, will leave for 
New York shortly te look over cur- 
rent Broadway plays and scan the 
story market. 

Vincent Minnelli is here from New 
York to prepare the musical numbers 
for Paramount's forthcoming ‘Artists 
and Models,’ which Serlin was to 
produce. 

Producer of the current N.Y. play, 
‘The Show Is On,’ is accompanied 
from Manhattan by his secretary, 
Marion Harwood. 

A. Edward Sutherland will direct 
‘Artists and Models’ at Paramount 
with Lew Gensler producing in place 
of Oscar Serlin, resigned. 

LeRoy Prinz handles the dance 
routines. 











Eleanor Gates Vs. Liberty 
Picts in $120,000 Claim 


Whether Eleanor Gates, the author, 
must appear in court to be S- 
tioned before trial of her suit for 
| $120,000 darmages against Liberty 
| Pictures will be decided this week. 
A motion was made Monday (25) to 
| have the author appear before N. Y. 
Supreme Court Judge McGeehan 

Mrs. Gates is suing Liberty on the 
| claim that the latter’s film, “Once to 
Every Bachelor,’ was advertised with 
| the mention of her name and her 
novel, ‘Search for Spring,’ without 
|her permission. Plaintiff does 
|claim infringement. The author asks 
|; damages mainly on ground that fu- 
ture picture value of her story has 
j been injured 
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Italy’s Bard 





Rome, Jan. 15. 

Luigi Pirandello may become 
to the Italian film industry what 
Shakespeare has already be- 
come for the English-speaking 
film: a gold mine of film sub- 
jects. 

Shakespeare has _ furnished 
subject matter for 47 films 
around the world, and Piran- 





Setting up of native motion picture 


production is again being urged in- 
the Irish Free State by theatre and | 


industrial interests. Requests have 
been laid before the Minister for In- 
dustry and Commerce, following re- 
cent representations against British 
and outside interests now declared 
to be encroaching in the home field. 

Proposers would have a state sub- 
sidized production, with an existing 
small unit which last year made 
one all-Irish talker, as the nucleus. 
Studios would be put up near the 
capital here. 

Development would be preceded 
by higher tariffs on imported films, 
with subsequent fixing of a quota on 
a sliding scale to reduce influx of 


outside films while Free State pic- | 


tures increased. 


JOHN F. KENNEBECK, 39, 
DIES IN AUSTRALI 


Sydney, Jan, 26. 

John E. Kennebeck, 39, managing 
director of Paramount in Australia 
and New Zealand, died here Satur- 
day (23) after two hurry-call opera- 
tions resulting from an appendix 
complaint. 

Kennebeck was with Paramount 
since 1923, when the company sent 
him down from New York to handle 
publicity and exploitation. He held 
that job until 1934, at which time 
his boss, John W. Hicks, Jr., was re- 
called to New York to take over the 
post of general foreign biz head, 
with Kennebeck replacing in Hicks’ 
spot. This and the London post are 





dello has to date furnished 
material for eight Italian films. 
As early as 1913, when other 
playwrights were looking as- 
kance at films, Pirandello wrote 
‘Si Gira’ (‘It Is Turning’) as a 
scenario, Later films were 
based on his novels and plays. 


MEXICO NIXES 
FILMERS’ SOS 

















Mexico City, Jan. .26. 
Those elements of the naiive pic- 
industry who are members of the 
| Mexican Film Producers Union got 


| the civic fathers on their plea that 
| the administration help them to 


| 


i 
j 
| 
' 
| 
} 


| 
} 


| Board 


| 


German Nixes 





Berlin, Jan. 17. 

German Board of Censors has 
nixed public presentation of the fol- 
lowing pix: ‘Club ce Femmes’ in 
French film directed by Jacques De- 
val; ‘The Little Colonel’ (20th-Fox); 
‘Wives Never Know’ (Par): ‘Prater’ 
produced by Mondial, Vienna, a non- 
conformist to the Aryan clause. 





Giveaways Ruled Out, 
Film Board Studies 
Triples in Australia 


Sydney. Dec. 29. 

Following the decision of the Film 
of Trade here to stop the 
giveaway racket in N. S. Wales, 
major distribs have agreed not to 
supply pix to exhibs who fail to 
abide by the ruling. Giveaways 
stop here on Jan. 1, 1937. 

F. B. T. will probably delve next 
into the triple-feature bills, low ad- 
missions,’ and the local quota situa- 
tion. Sanctioned by the government, 





| 


; meet the avalanche of foreign com- | 


| petish by slashing taxes and several 
| other handouts. Candid letter to the 


| Union, signed by Mayor Cosme 
| Hinojosa, had the following high- 
| notes: 


“If the national picture industry 
in this city is unable to pay munic- 
ipal taxes that is because the in- 
| dustry is still in its incipient stage 
| for lack of definite capital and ade- 
quate organization. This industry 
| amounts to little more than a series 
| of associations, each making one or 
| more pictures that fail in their first 
| attempt. The civic government be- 
lieves that if the national production 
| Of films is to succeed, much more 


| 
| 
| 
| 


la pointed, though kindly, nix from | portant members of the 


Board is regarded as one of the 
finest things ever introduced here. 
Entire setup is handled by im- 


industry, 
covering distribs, exhibs, and indie 
interests. 

Probing out in the nabes recently, 


it was found that a number of 
theatres begin their show at 7.30 
p.m. and run through until nearly 


midnight for 25c. Not many triples, 
but majority of the houses ran duals, 
plus newsreels and short. 


EICHBERG TO INDIA 
FOR TWO GERMAN PIX 


Berlin, Jan. 15. 
Richard Eichberg, director, left 
Germany with a working staff of 15 
for India, where outdoor shots for 





considered the two most important) than the installation of studios and | the new Tobis-Europa film “The Tiger 
assignments on the foreign biz lay-| laboratories and the acquisition of | of Eshnapur’ and “The Hindoo Mem- 


ut. 
y Kennebeck leaves a wife (also 
American) and two children. His 
body is being shipped to his home in 
Omaha for interment. 





Training Writers 


o—_—-- 


Berlin, Jan. 17. 
German film industry is not only 
concerned with the development of 
its young thespian talent, but is also 
busy on how it can give a helping 
hand to potential authors and direc- 
tors. 


Three young authors have been) 


presented by Tobis with the raw ma- 
terial, as it were, out of which they 
are to create a finished work. Later 
they will be given a chance with film 
manuscripts. Three authors are 
members of the Workers Union of 
Film Writers. 


G-B’s London Capitol 





Reopens as Gaumont 


London, Jan. 17. 
Gaumont-British’s Capitol in the 
Haymarket reopens Feb. 4 with the 
new title Gaumont, after being shut 
for rebuilding almost a full year. 


Opening feature will. be premiere of | 


‘The Great Barrier, G-B picture 
featuring Richard Arlen, and Queen 
Mary will attend the performance, 
takings of which will be given to 
One of her pet charities. 

Main reconstruction note is com- 
plete lowering of the auditorium and 
reduction of capacity from 1,550 to 
1,300. Former theatre was awkward 
to enter. 





Hutchinson Back 


London, Jan. 17. 

Walter J. Hutchinson, foreign 
Manager of 20th-Fox and former 
head of the London office, is being 
feted by the local exchange, follow- 
ing his arrival here from a round- 
the-world trip. 

Returns to New York several days 
later. 





Hutchinson is due back in New 
York Monday (1). He will be accom- 
panied by F. L. Harley, managing di- 
rector of 20th-Fox in England. 
NEW DEUTSCH ISSUE 
London, Jan. 17. 

Deutsch’s public issue for 
Odeon Theatres will open early in 
Feb. 

Company 


stock 


Osear 


will float $25,900,000 
through Philip Hill and Part- 
tlers, 


good equipment are necessary. Those 


| who can produce worthwhile plots | : 
and directors and players of good | most 


taste must be found. 


“The civic government finds that 
the real reason for the critical sit- 
uation of the national film industry 
is not one of exhibition but of pro- 
duction, Therefore, legislation that 
is to help the industry should be 
directed at production, rather than 
at exhibition. Film producers must 
| bear in mind that the public must 
be pleased.” 





Radio’s Viennese Dubs 








Vienna, Jan. 26. 

Radio Pictures is dubbing the 
| German version of ‘Mary of Scot- 
|land’ in the Selenophon = studios 
here. 

It is the first time that this is be- 
ing done in Austria. Company in- 
tends to do this in all future cases. 


H.. O. Headache 














(Continued from page 2) 


up, while two of the four Middle- 
town, O., theatres operated for Par 
by Tracy Barham are also closed, 
according to advices reaching New 
York. These are the Paramount and 
Gordon. It is understood that the 
ther two Middletown, O., houses 
may also close and that the Par the- 
atres in Hamilton, O., not far from 
Cincinnati, are likely to follow suit. 
Among independent operators affect- 
ed is the Feiber-Shea chain which 
operates in Pennsylvania and Ohio. 
The Orpheum, McKeesport, Pa., is 
losed, and assumed at the New York 
| offices that both houses in Marietta, 
O., are dark. Home office is having 
difficulty getting telegrams through. 

Because of the bad floods last 
spring, notably in Pennsylvania, and 
the repeat visit this year, theatre men 
are displaying tremendous interest 





ment for the spending of $500,000,000 
in building 10 dams above Pitts- 


control of floods elsewhere. 





Sally’s London Encore 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Sally O'Neil has been 
Alexander 
ond picture to be made in London 
She goes into “Three Bad Men,’ 

} skedded for early filming. 


signed by 


in recommendations to the govern- | 


burgh, as well as other projects for 


Productions for her sec-|and Warners 


orial’ are to be made. 

Latter is a re-make of one of the 
successful German §silents. 
Scripter is Thea von Harbou. Kitty 
Jantzen, German-American gitl re- 
cently married to Eichberg, is taking 
the lead in both pix. 

Expedition will return to Berlin 
next summer where interiors will be 
shot. 


| Pitt Jittery 


(Continued from page 2) 














shifts delivering prints to Ohio and 
West Virginia houses still in opera- 
tion but customarily serviced by Cin- 
cinnati offices. There all activity is 
at standstill and local branch man- 
agers are expecting to assume bur- 
dens of Cincinnati offices for next 
few weeks or longer if necessary. 
Theatre supply men likewise doing 
24-hour duty stocking up on replace- 
ments to take care of damaged the- 
atres once waters have receded. 
| One night club here, the Show 
| Boat, anchored at downtown wharf 
‘on Allegheny River, went dark on 
|Friday night (22). Spot had a few 
customers and management passed 
the word around quietly that evacu- 
j}ation was necessary. By next morn- 
|ing, Show Boat was seen floating 
| close by the bridge, getting the same 
|dose as it did in last March’s dis- 
| aster. 
| Nobody here, however, would go 
|so far as to hint that river stage 
|might reach peak of a year ago, 46 
| feet, when practically entire Golden 
Triangle was under water. That's 21 
| feet above flood level, but it wouldn't 
|be necessary to go that far to catch 
| most of the theatres. Report that 
/‘On Your Toes’ might not open last 
|}night (25) at Nixon was unfounded, 
| as legit house is way out of danger- 
lin fact, operated last March with 
| ‘Idiot’s Delight’ when everything elise 
|was down. Also printed in 
that ‘Dead End’ might cancel 
Feb. 8 here for 
there’s no basis for that either. 











too, and only a disaster worse than 


that of 1936 would have any effect on | 


its operation. 
At a late 
water began 


hour yesterday (25) 


seeping into 


for the 
there 


last two shows 
is no immediate danger here 
expected 


| 
| 
| 
} 


dailies | 
week | 
same reas¢ ' 
same reason, but | oj ides 


Nixon has its own power plant, | 


Sianley | 
| basement and damaged the electricai 
|equipment to such an extent that the | 
|management shut down the theatre 
However, | conferences 


to resume 


————— 





GOVERNM’T CONTROL 
COMING IN ENGLAND | 


London, Jan. 17. 

Government intervention in 
the motion picture industry be- 
comes more a certainty daily, 
with trade groups insisting on 
statutory control. 

The Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Ass’n was first to declare its 
preference for an official arbi- 
tration board, rather than con- 
trol from within the trade, and 
now the producers, through the 
Federation of British Industries, 
also announce support for the 
Film Commission plan recom- 
mended by the Govt. committee. 

Only the distributors are now 
opposed to the principle, Renters 








Society still seeking means 
; 
whereby it can argue an un- 


challengable case for a 
trade panel. 


U.S. PIX UP IN 
VIENNA IN ‘36 


joint 














Vienna, Jan. 26. 

Austrian cinemas showed 332 pic- 
tures during the year 1936, of which | 
155 were of American make. Com- | 
pared with 1935, American imports | 
to Austria increased considerably, as 
in that year only 126 U. S. pictures | 
were played in Austria. 

Germany is second with 112 (116) 
films: Austria, as the home country, 
ranks third with 23 pictures, same 
figure as in 1935. England sent 11, 
France 16, Italy three, Sweden one, 
Czechoslovakia eight last year. 

While American films lead as fea- 
tures, Germany heads the list of 
shorts with 214 (181). America 
ranks second with 182 (159), which 
also shows an increase, of course. 


CAPACITY HOLIDAY BIZ 
IN ALL SYDNEY HOUSES 


Sydney, Dec. 29. 











Capacity in all theatres. Rain 
came just when the managers 
wanted it and they now believe 


there really is a Santa Claus. Every- 
one’s doing biz. Lineup includes, 
|‘Romeo and Juliet’ (M-G), ‘Poor 
| Little Rich Girl’ (Fox), ‘Swing Time’ 
(RKO), ‘Dodsworth’ (UA), ‘Devil’s 
a Sissy’ (M-G), ‘Rangle River’ (Col), 
‘Orphan of Wilderness’ (Cinesound), 
‘General Died at Dawn’ (Par), 
‘Texas Rangers’ (Par), ‘Sea Spoilers’ 
(U), ‘Show Boat’ (U), ‘Trailin’ West’ 
(WB) and ‘Here Comes Carter’ 
(WB). 








Melbourne, Dec. 29. 

Biz is oke here and looks like stay- 
ing so for some time. List pulling 
‘em to the various b.o.’s_ include, 
‘Piccadilly Jim’ (M-G), ‘Little Lord 
Fauntleroy’ (UA) ‘Ex-Mrs. Brad- 
ford’ (RKO), ‘Last of Mohicans’ 
(UA), ‘Our Relations’ (M-G), ‘Big 
Broadcast’ (Par), ‘Uncivilized’ (U), 
‘Walking On Air’ (RKO), ‘Case of 
Velvet Claws’ (WB), and ‘Hot! 
Money’ (WB). 


slid Pic 


Berlin, Jan. 17. 
Pact recently signed by Germany 
and Japan had its first effect on film 
business with the sailing of Richard 
Angst, cameraman, for Japan to 
work on a two-version film there. 
Angst will shoot ‘Tochter des 
Samurai’ (Daughter of Samurai’) in 
German and Japanese languages. 








SPANISH TUNE FILM 
Hollywoed, Jan. 26. 
Julian Mario Oliver, Spanish oper- 





quickly as possible. 
though ready for work, has not made 


INDIE PRODS. IN 
SYDNEY WAIT 
ON GOVT. 


Sydney, Dec. 29. 

Indie production units are mak 
ing a further bid for capital here, to 
allow work to get under way as 
Mastercraft, al- 





any announcement regarding plans, 


and National, after completing 
‘Rangle River,’ is still dark. 
Quite likely that both units are 


awaiting the result of the govern- 
ment’s rulings regarding the quota 
reculations covering American dis- 
tribs in Australia. Government has 
made no further announcement of 
plans, apparently waiting to hear 
from the distribs on the question 


before taking any action. 


Outside of Cinesound, the 
producing units appear to be 
ning the best way to secure addi- 
tional capital. However, if plans 
are satisfactorily carried out, there 
is the possibility that production ac- 
tivities will increase next year, and 
that the government will see that the 
local men are given assistance. 

During 1936, government did not 
help the industry very much, and 
producers are somewhat afraid that 
the same conditions may prevail next 
year. Unless capital and assistance 
are forthcoming, indie producers 


other 
plan- 


jfear that they will be forced out of 


the game. Whole thing depends 
right now on the government forcing 
the foreign (American) interests to 
enter the producing field in Australia, 


EXHIBS WITHDRAW 
TELEVISION OPPOSISH 


London, Jan. 17. 

Exhibitors have withdrawn their 
opposition to inclusion of topical 
newsreels in television programs 
radiated from the British Broadcast- 
ing Corp. station. 

Delegates from the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Ass’n met newsreel rep- 
resentatives, latter offering to with- 
draw their reels if the C. E. A. in- 
sisted, but stating they would 
prefer not to. It was considered that 
television will advance only slowly, 
the newsreels undertaking to inform 
the C. E. A. each fresh development 
in the service. 

Discussion envisaged a_ possible 
joint committee of the C. E. A,, 
newsreels and B. B. C. to guide de- 
velopment of television so as to do 
minimum harm to motion picture 
theatres. 

Committee would be based on ex- 
isting machinery which protects 
newspapers against harmful effects 
of news broadcasts. 


Marx Bros. Beat Out 
Carbo, Shearer in Czech 


Prague, Jan. 15. 

Of the MG films to hit here at the 
Metro theatre last, the Marx Bros.’ 
film ‘Night at the Opera’ is the big- 
gest click. 

Other two, ‘Anna Karenina’ and 
"Romeo and Juliet,’ ran poor seconds 
to the comedy, the first Marxer to 
be shown in Czechoslovakia. Film 
is now going its fourth week. 


1,400 Brazil Cinemas 


Rio de Janeiro, Jan. 7. 

According to the latest estimate of 
several of the larger film distribu- 
tors, there are a total of 1,400 muv- 
ing picture theatres in Brazil, of 
which 30 are currently dark. Brazil's 
two leading cities, Rio and Sao 
Paulo, have 90 and 60 respectively in 
operation. There are 1.170 theatres 
wired for sound and 230 houses, 

















jatic tenor, will be starred in a pic- | 
tentatively titled ‘Jamas Me | 
(‘Forget-Me-Not’) which | 
Francois B. de Valdes will produce | 
for Hispano Films. | 
| Film will be made at the Inter- 
| national studios here 
| Be a ee 
Gerald Sanger in U.S. 
Gerald Sanger, producer of British 
Movietone News (20th-Fox), is due 
in the U, S. today from London for 
with Truman Talley, 
| production chief. 
This marks Sanger’s first visit to 


ij ture 


operation this morning (26) after the | the U.S. in two years. He will study | 


watered 


dried out. 


parts were sufficiently 


, 
inew trends in newsreel technique 


jwhile here. ) tw 


mostly in the interior, show silent 
pictures. 
Aggregate seating capacity of 
razilian motion picture theatres is 
in excess of 645,000. 
ANOTHER DUTCH ’REELER 
The Hague, Jan. 15. 
Straight newsreel theatres are be- 


coming more and more populat 
|} among Hollanders. To keep up with 
the demand, a new one has been 


built in the city of Hilversum. That 
gives the Netherlands a total of six 
such theatre The Hague alone has 


| two. 


Growth has been 
All ix houses were 


quite sudden, 
non-existent 
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CAMILLE 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and re- 


ase. David Lewis, associate producer. 
Stars Greta Garbo and Robert Taylor. 
Features Lionel Barrymore, Elizabeth 
Allen, Lenore Ulric, Henry Daniell, Jesse 
Ralph, Laura Hope Crews. Directed by 
George Cukor, Screen play, Zoe Akin, 
Frances Marion and James Hilton; based 
on play by Alexandre Dumas. At Cap- 
itol, N. Y., week Jan, 22, °37. Running 
time, 108 mins. 
Be” ES Sa ee ae ee Greta Garbo 
EL eed 64 cab des odeek key « Robert Taylor 
Monsieur Duval.......... Lionel Barrymore 
Poy 7 a sd e<6h Elizabeth Allan 
MOINES, 6 Wns is PR halk es 64s 0st 0% Jessie Ralph 


Henry Daniell 
be 2 abe eo edeenebigeeces Lenore Ulric 
laura Hope Crews 
eee tediweslieseieeeee Rex O'Malley 

Abu hase Sevssoaene Russell Harslie 
S'nt Gaudens.... éWekyts .F. E. Clive 
Hienri... scccsesess ceumas Walton 
Corinne csoVoocees. cs MeOTROR Ballou 
«rie Jeuneite... . joan Brodel 


Olvmpe. 
Prudence 
Gaston 


Lavvise 





Seirat orey ee June Wilkins 
Valeniin.. : Sk tee Fritz Leiber, Jr. 
Min Duval Elsie Esmonds 

} 

Pretty close to the top mark in 

sh wmanship, direction, photography | 


ani boxoffice names. 
po’ cently appealing as emotional en- 


tertainment has come from Holly-|;, 4 sentimental comedy and sure- 
wood this season. ‘Camille’ should | 


peck the the-tres. and from every | 


virwprint it Co-erves its success. 
Headed by the combination of 


Geta Garbo, in the title role, and | 
Robert Tceylor, as Armand, the mar- | 


quee display is probably the strong- 
ect two-neme combineation in pictures 
at the m>ment. In the cast also are 
I‘-nel Earrymore, Lenore Ulric, 
I"snry Danicll, Leura Hope Crews, 
J-~sie Relnh and Rex O’Malley. 
Every pert is well done. In addition, 
Goorge Cukor has directed this fa- 
mous play with rare skill. Interior 
seitings, costumes and exteriors are 
lavish and beautiful. The film shows 
the great care which went into its 
p:cparation and making. 

Opposite an actress of Miss Gar- 
bo’s experience, Taylor plays with 
surprising assurance and ease. He 
never seems to be striving for a 
point. He speaks with a moderately 
moculated voice, never hurriedly, 
and in all the familiar Armand 
scenes, such as the first meeting, the 
parting from his mistress, the accu- 
sation in the gambling hall and, 
finally, the death chamber sequence, 
Taylor holds up his end of the story 
wiih distinction. 

iiss Garbo has never done any- 
th:ng better. Her impersonation of 
Marguerite Gautier is sure to go 

down among her best portraits. She 
wears striking clothes, white usually, 
and while she looks older than the 
ardent young Armand, the disparity 
does not mitigate against the illusion. 

The two principals play the love 
sccnes for full worth. There is much 
talk of their affection for each other, 
but Cukor, with wisdom, shows a 
minimum of embrace footage. Yet, 
Miss Garbo does let loose in an early 
love scene. It’s a brief moment, 
scarcely an eye-flash, but audiences 
will giggle. They did here. 

‘Camille’ withstands the 75 years 
since it was written by Alexandre 
Dumas, fils, with surprising fresh- 
ness and strength. Cukor does not 
attempt to introduce incidents which 
detract from the main story lines. 
The honesty with which the play is- 
adapted to its original setting, Paris 
in 1847, the smoothness of its un- 
folding in the screen play by Zoe 
Akin, Frances Marion and James 
Hilton, and the excellence of the per- 
formances of the cast make the film 
outstanding. The dialog is modern 
an’ unaffected. 

Of the support players Henry Dan- 
iell, as Baron de Varville, turns in a 
performance of unusual interest. He 
is the menace in the background, the 
lover whom Camille deserts for Ar- 
mand and the one to whom she re- 

turns when she deliberately declares 
an end to the Armand affair for the 
sake of the boy’s future. Daniell is 
suave.and properly elegant without 
be'n~ too obvious. 

In the scene when Armand’s father 
-tshtage with Camille to give up the 

oy, that he may resume his career, 
. Lionel Barrymore, after an uncer- 
tain start, cerries the argument with 
’ sincerity. This scene, one of the 
most characteristic of the play and 
also most familiar, has been directed 
by Cukor in an unconventional man- 
ner. Usually played in a country 
garden, Cukor chooses the interior of 


Marguerite’s house, and the two 
players move constantly in the 
course of the dialog. It loses by 


this method. 

Laura Hope Crews makes a good 
comedy role of Prudence, a hard- 
boiled confidante of the demi-world. 
Lenore Ulric, away from the screen 
for several years, carries an impor- 
tant part, and gives Olympe real im- 
portance in the story. She looks 
well and her lighter scenes with 
Deniell and Taylor are handled ex- 
cellently. Jessie Raloh as Nanine, 
the nurse, who faithfully traverses 
the road of misfortune for Camille. 
conveys the proper affection and 
loyalty. Elizabeth Allan does a bit 
part, and looks quite lovely. 

Herbert Stothart’s score is melo- 
dious, although not important to the 
story. The photography by William 
Daniel and Karl Freund calls for 
special mention because of its gen- 
eral excellence. Flin. 





Nothing more | 


competent 


brilliance. 





3 SMART GIRLS 


(WITH SONGS) 


of Joseph 
Rogers, executive 


Universal release 
production (Chas. R. 


ducer). Stars Deanna Durbin. Features 
Binnie Barnes, Alice Brady, Ray Milland, 
Charles Winninger. Directed by Henry 


Koster. Original and screen play, Adele 


Comandini; camera, Joseph Valentine; 
songs, Bronislaw Kaper, Walter Jurmann 
and Gus Kahn: musical director, Chas, 
Previn. At Roxy, N. Y., week Jan. 22, 
‘37. Running time, 86 mins. 

Ce, BOS. 6 edo ei vakaSs bees Binnie Barnes 
Mires LIONS wb cccccctcccccsescted Alice Brady 
Lord Michael Stuart ........--. Ray Milland 
SuGees CoeRe: ..0.csseadss Charles Winninger 
Count Arisztid .....cccceseee + Mischa Auer 
i) Sereees Pewee? Pere TT ieee ee Nan Grey 
RAY ccccccccccceccececeseees Barbara Read 
"PENNY cccccoccceccccessess Deanna Durbin 
ERR Gade ceecctcccessastess Ernest Cos*art 
Wilbur Lamb .......00.. Hobart Cavanaugh 
Fane. EOWA: 6 2% cb arvectotes John King 
UNEEE: 46. ccvewetoedsaueene Lucille Watson 
Dorothy Craig ... weeeeee Nella Walker | 


Already having proved itself in 


| other key cities, ‘Three Smart Girls’ | 
| will 
piciousness with the Broadway. run. | 
Despite the eight name cast, although | 
| studded with a number of 


cement its prestige and aus- 


players, it’s a cinch for money. Film 


fire entertainment for any and all 
iypes of audiences. It also has that 
rare quality of making an audience 
‘gel better for having seen it. 

In the 14-year old diva, Deanna 
Durbin, U has an engaging girl who 
—somewhat established in the ab- 


stract, via Eddie Cantor’s radio pro- | 


*rams—more than matches expecta- 
tions in the visual transmutation. 


Hithly fetching vocally, facially and | 


histrionically, nevertheless it is not 
“oing to be easy to find stories for 
this girl because of her youth and 
the fact that she is being starred. 
Whether a ‘surprise’ hit or not, U 
enjoys a multiplicity of unexpected 
riches in this production. This re- 
fers, particularly, to the combination 
of Director Henry Koster (Herman 
Kosterlitz) and Joseph Pasternak, 
the associate producer. Both were a 
U production team when Laemmle 
was making films in Germany, but 
when Nate Manheim, U’s foreign 
sales chief, shut up U’s shop over 
there Manheim insisted that the 
Koster (litz)-Pasternak team be 
given a crack in Hollywood. 
Koster’s direction is not a casually 
job. It’s packed with 
many niceties—the careful details in 
perfected presentation which consti- 
tute distinction between routine and 
The Adele Commandini 
tale and treatment are likewise com- 
mendable but it’s a type of story 
which might well have become one 


Pasternak | 
ye the 





sturdy | 








of those things under ordinary han- 
dling. 

The 86 minutes have pace, pathos 
and nothing is wasted. The business 
with the nervous biting of the nails; 
the obliging cop who chases a bum so 


that Ray Milland and Barbara Read 
may have a spot to park; the operatic 


serenade by Miss Durbin before the 
police sergeant; the segue by Alice 
Brady from her mercenary mother- 
ing of the light-iemme heavy (capi- 
tally played by Binnie Barnes) into 
a pseudo-cordiality to the visiting 
three girls from abroad; the opening 
shots on the sailboat where Miss 
Durbin’s first aria is uncorked; the 
general deftness in motivating Winn- 
inger’s desperation youth, as well as 
Mischa Auer’s eccentric hokum, plus 
the equally deft manner in which 
two capable juveniles, Milland and 
John King, are brought into the ac- 
tion—all these and more are rather 
to the directorial-production credit 
than the basic scripting. 

Miss Durbin stands out not only as 
‘a darling child’ personality, but as a 
winsome little dramatic actress 
whose talents do not end with an 
ability to hit the high registers. This 
is also one of Winninger’s best per- 
formances while Binnie Barnes’ light 
vamp is not overdone. Alice Brady, 
as the mamma with an eye to a 
bankroll, just skirts dangerous shoals 
in overplaying. Ray Milland, long a 
promising comer, looks definitely ‘in’ 
on this one. John King, the No. 2 
juve, is another potential, of nice 
front and address. The two other of 
the ‘3 Smart Girls—Nan Grey and 
Barbara Read—are new ingenues of 
promise. Nella Walker,.as the three- 
some’s mother, is a handsome woman 
who motivates the youngsters’ des- 
peration romantic antics. 

‘My Heart Is Singing’ and ‘Some- 
one to Care for Me’ are the two 
songs—the latter already quite a bit 
around—which Gus Kahn-Walter 
Jurmann-Bronislaw Kaper contrib- 
uted. In addition, Miss Durbin fea- 
tures. ‘Il Bacio’ (‘The Kiss’) plus 
snatches of twe ether operatics, so 
that the vocalizing is well spaced, 
plausibly motivated to dovetail into 
situations, and never overdone. Pho- 
tography is excellent, parring the 
general production investiture. 


Story merely tells of the three 
girls’ attempt to reconcile their es- 
tranged parents. Miss Durbin is the 
prime schemer, the other two daugh- 
ters find future husbands as the ac- 
tion progresses and it all ends on a 
happy tear as the youngster reintro- 
duces her mother to her dad. As 
presented it’s wholesome, funny, 
and very satisfying. And despite the 
publicity build-up for. Miss Durbin, 
the film’s excellence is the result of 
the production unit as a whole rather 
than due to any individual. This is 
the kind of ‘prestige’ pieture which 
makes exhibitors and publicity de- 





tments squirm—with delight. 
wie 7 Abel. 
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Miniature Reviews 


‘Camille’ (Metro). Greta Gar- 
bo and Robert Taylor in a fine 
screen translation of the fa- 
mous Dumas play, 

‘Three Smart Girls’ (U). 
Surefire fan fare with U’s new 
starlet, Deanna Durbin. 

‘Under Cover of Night’ (Met- 
ro). Murder meller built for 
dualling. New detective charac- 
ter, Christopher Cross, indicates 
it can stand development. 

‘The Holy Terror’ (20th-Fox). 
Jane Withers’ comedy, with mu- 
sic and dancing; st-ong for dou- 
ble-groove locations. 

‘Let’s Make a Million’ (Par). 
Farce-comedy involving’ ex- 
service men’s bonus. E. E. Hor- 
ton at his best, but pic still 
suited for dual houses. 

‘Country Gentlemen’ (Rep). 
Olsen and Johnson rise above 
a mossy story and click off a 
goodly amount of laughs. Okay 
B fare. 

‘Secret Valley’ (20th-Fox). 
Harold Bell Wright western 
yarn: lassoed for dualers; Rich- 
ard Arlen wears the chaps. 

‘Conflict?’ (U). John Wayne 
moves from horse operas into 
an action yarn aimed at the 
kid and adventure trade; fair 
for dualers. 














~ ROBBER SYMPHONY 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(FILM SYMPHONY) 


Al Friedlander release of Concordia pro- 
duction. Written, directed and composed 
by Friedrich Feher. Features Hans Feher, 
Magda,.Sonja. Camera, Eugene Schufftan; 
sound, Stanley Attkins. At Venice, N. Y., 


on two-a-day, starting Jan, 25, ‘37; $2.75 
top. 

The Grandfather............ George Graves 
The Mother........ces.ee..-+.-Magda Sonja 
CRIMSIG ss 4 ire L4H a 66 06S 69.0 6HS 8 Hans Feher 
The Innkeeper.........4 Alexandre Rignault 


The Man with the Straw Hat......... 


Michael Martin-Harvey 


oO Rr erre Tre ee Tela-Tehai 





a Se a deh e ss kee a x dd 0s Webster Booth 
The Clarinet Player. ......e0..e4 Al Marshall 
The Bassoon Player.............: Jack Tracy 
The Chief Gendarme ..-Osear Asche 
RR ere ern ae Ivor Wilmot 
The Fortune-Teller. ..........s.0.... vinette 
The Charcoal-Burner............ lim Gerald 
po ee Georges Andre Martin 





A number of startlingly beautiful 
shots, scenes and numbers, but 
otherwise this film is poor. It must 
go down as an interesting experi- 
ment. Translated into box office 
that means rough weather ahead. 


Picture is billed as ‘the first sur- 
realist picture.’ Sur-realism is a fad 
in high art which went out of busi- 
ness somewhere along in 1928, but is 
just beginning to creep into Ameri- 
can consciousness. Paris gave it up 
as a lost cause when Paris had plenty 
of lost causes, in art. But that is not 
the point. The point is that ‘Robber 
Symphony’ doesn’t happen to have 
anything to do with sur-realism. Ex- 
cept insofar as both are somewhat 
screwy. 

It is obviously Friederich Feher’s 
intention, in ‘Robber Symphony,’ to 
create a musical film which is pure 
music. He wrote the score himself 
and directed it. He is also credited 
with the scenario. But, since it is 
impossible to follow the scenario in 
any sort of cohesive manner the 
likelihood is that he intended the 
scenario to be merely a visual in- 
terpretation of sound waves. If so, 
the picture is musically, and for 
musicians, successful. But average 
theatregoers are likely to wonder 
whether something’s wrong with 
them or the producers. 


Feher, according to the records, 
played the male lead in “The Cabinet 
of Dr. Caligari,’ German film of some 
years back, which attained consider- 
able world attention. That picture, 
too, was called bizarre by some, but 
it wasn’t; it was merely off the 
beaten track. Feher, in that film, 
was a skinny, slinky and macabre 
gent. Now he has fattened up and 
become dignified. He has silver hair 
on a high forehead and looks like a 
film conception of a composer. He 
wrote this score and directed it. 

Score is not by any means impor- 
tant but it is more than passingly 
pleasant. Has a Viennese lilt (which 
Feher, if he is truly sur-realist- 
minded, won't like) and could stand 
on its own. In this film there is a 
constant background playing of the 
score, with the characters on the 
screen doing all sorts of ridiculous 
and unhinged things in time to it. 
Sometimes they are laughing, some- 
times they are crying, sometimes 
they are fighting. Seldom is there 
any logic to what goes on. 

There is some singing and there is 
a bit of dialog every now and then. 
But the dialog, too, makes no differ- 
ence or sense. So that it doesn’t mat- 
ter that most of the actors have atro- 
cious accents. 

A foreword (printed) states that 


the ccreen play has to do with the 
imaginings of a child’s mind. A 
neurotic child, no doubt. Ought to 


be taken to the doctor pronto. 
And yet there are some really 
grand photographic and sound ef- 
fects. ose Alpine shots are rare. 
That laughing cafe scene is a gem, 
from a sound-man’s standpoint. Only 





tion and that, of course, is a matter 
of mechanical precision while this is 
human. 

For the first New York showing 
Feher personally leads a large or- 
chestra through a portion of the 
score prior to the opening of the film 
which is shown on a two-a-day basis 
at $2.75 top. That’s a lot of money 
to expect, with or without Feher, of 
whom most New Yorker’s haven't 
ever heard much, anyway. Picture 
might be okay in hideaway arties, 
on its novelty basis, but further than 
that it will have to fight hard. 

Kauf. 


Thunder in the City 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Jan. 14. 

United Artists release of Atlantic Films 
production; produced by Alexander Esway., 
Stars Edward G. Robinson; features Luli 
Deste, Nigel Bruce, Constance Collier, 
Ralph Richardson. Directed by Marion 
Gering. Screen play, Robert S. Sherwood, 
Aben Kandel, Akos Tolnay; camera, Alfred 
Gilks. At Piccadilly, London, Jan, 13,37. 
Running time 84 mins. 

Dar Armstrong........Edward G. Robingon 
PEN OO se 66 con cces besegecseceas Lali Deste 
The Duke of Glenavon.......Nigel Bruce 
Duchess of Glenavon,..... Constance Collier 
PEOMMIMMOOW. . 00s a cecenee Ralph Richardson 
Lady Challoner. ....ec.ess-s4 Annie Esmond 
Sir Peter Challoner......./ Arthur Wontner 
DOTTY  cccccccccsccncecceses Elizabeth Inglis 
SOMOS wcccciscccscostsceces Cyril Raymond 
MAMA wcicccccccccccccscccness Nancy Byrne 
BRD. ccicc cdots coecceceeoseceecese Billy Hray 
Srfyderling 2. ccvccccccccccces James Carew 
BUREN sh hws 0b 644.0600 0b5a REOSs Everley Gregg 





Alexander Esway’s production and 
Arthur Hilton’s editing of this pic- 
jgpre are outstanding achievements. 
Also, acting, direction and photog- 
raphy are on a similar plane of ex- 
cellence. O.k. for America. 


Story is a splendid vehicle for Ed- 
ward G. Robinson, as an American 
go-getter salesman who comes to 
London and confronts the dignified, 
but nevertheless shrewd, business 
methods and sterling qualities of 
the nobility who have titles handed 
down for generations and ‘play the 
game.’ 


His chief straight man for the per- 
petration of American wise-cracking 
is Nigel Bruce; a more perfect pro- 
Ds atiaae would not be easy to think 
of: 


Plot is fantastic, but not, perhaps, 
for picture purposes. It sets up ar- 
guments for both sides, giving an 
opportunity for much to be said 
either way. Contrast between the 
hustling American and conservative 
better-class Britons hasn’t been so 
pleasantly done on the stage and 
screen since the presentation of ‘So 
This Is London.’ 

The apparently slow-thinking, dig- 
nified financial magnate who out- 
wits the trigger-brained American is 
Ralph Richardson, one of London’s 
best actors. Leading lady is Luli 
Desti, pretty continental woman of 
the Kay Francis type, who has a 
relatively small part, but does it ex- 
cellently. Intelligent supporting 
roles are contributed by Constance 
Collier, Arthur Wontner and James 
Carew. 

Picture is a cinch to be an im- 
portant feature and_ satisfactory 
booking both here and in the [agg 

olo. 


FIRE OVER ENGLAND 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Jan. 13. 


United Artiste release of London Film-Eric 
Pommer production, Features Laurence 
Olivier, Flora Robson, Vivien Leigh, Leslie 


hanks, Raymond Massey, Tamara Desni, 
Morton Selten. Directed by William K, 
Howard, Screen play, Clemence Dane. 8. 


Nolbandov; from novel by A. E, W. Mason; 
camera, James Wong Howe, Eddie Cohen, 
At Piccadilly theatre, London, Jan. 12, ‘37, 
Running time, 84 mins, 


Queen Elizabeth.............. Flora Robeson 
Philip of Spain. e660 cass Raymond Messey 
Leicester..... ovis TT Tth Pye Leslie 14 ks 
MICHME]: .cccccccccsccecess Laurence © ivier 
CHMUNIA. 2. scwccccsncccessssess Vivien Leigh 
Burleigh. ...ccccscecs o6eseees Morton Selten 
BOIOMA 0. ccc cede ceccccccceces Tamara Desni 
Wee: TCH AG , 2.0 ce cccccdecéivevece Lyn. Harding 
DIS +2466: 00 onavedae eed George Thirwell 
Spanish Ambassador......... .-Henry Oscar 
Bees EINES o« 0 vs 06046066008 Robert Rendell 
EROS BOGE s co cc crccecsocseas Robert Newton 
Ree eee Donald Calthrop 
MGumnival. VOIR. 606s éetiieds Charles Carson 





This is an historical novel by A. E. 
W. Mason, classified as the best his- 
torical yarn of the year and an Eric 
Pommer production presented by 
Alexander Korda; it has a strong cast 
of principals and was directed by 
William K. Howard, from Hollywood. 
Clemence Dane collaborated on the 
screen play. Technical staff is typi- 
cal of the best Korda productigns. 
Total is a highly effective film. 

While not so colorful, this can be 
placed in the same class of film with 
‘Henry VIII,’ in that it has a story of 
violent action and a production of 
real magnificence. There is char- 
acter and courage throughout. 

Laurence Olivier, as the hero, has 
a sword fight in which he out-darts 
d’Artagnan and all the other swash- 
buckling people fiction can conjure 
up. Other players slide smoothly 
into the stream of the narrative, 

Lovers of historical tales may find 
fault with the liberties taken by the 
author and scenarists, but they can- 
not quibble over the characteriza- 
tions of Queen Elizabeth by Flora 
Robson, Philip of Spain by Raymand 
Massey, Leicester by Leslie Banks, 
and Morton Selten’s portrayal of 
Lord Burghley. 

Just one criticism——the title of the 
picture conveys nothing, except to 








Disney has topped it in synchroniza-, 


the readers of the novel. It might 
well be switched in America. Jolo. 





“Short Subject 


‘WANTED: A MASTER’ 
Pete Smith 

10 Mins. 

Capitol, N. Y. 





Metro 


One of the best novelty shorts in 
a long time, this will edd to the en. 
joyment of any theatre program any- 
where. Word-of-mouth advertising 
will give the film plenty of rebook- 
ings. 

Ever on the lookout for unusual 
ideas, Pete Smith recently viewed a 
16 m.m. reel which Gunther von 
Fritsch and Arthur Ornitz had made 
which told in pantomime the day’s 
events in the life of a homeless city 
dog. The two photographers, said to 
be amateurs, were engaged by Smith 
to expand their idea and remake 
their story on standard: width film. 
Smith’s commentary, which is re- 
lated as if the caninc is talking, puts 
the finishing touches to an excellent 
screen novelty. 

Emphasis is entirely on the senti- 
mental angle of the loneliness of a 
dog without home or master. Spe- 
cial warning has been issued by the 
police that all dogs without visible 
means of being supported will be 
captured and destroyed. The hero 
of this film wanders into all sec- 
tions of the city in search of pro- 
tection, finally winning a master 
among a group in the industrial part 
of town. 

Not as comical or timely as ‘Three 
Little Pigs,” which was made by Dis- 
ney in cartoon Technicolor, ‘Wanted: 
A Master’ is a short novelty which 


will attract wide attention for its 
originality, its human interest and 
its clever execution. Flin. 


‘THE CHEMIST’ 

With Buster Keaton 

Comedy 

18 Mins. 

Globe, N. Y. 
20th-Educational 


Though filled with the usual num- 
ber of Buster Keaton slapstick 
touches, this two-reel comedy has 
many original devices of the laugh- 
generating sort. Keaton again is the 
dumb Elmer character, this time 
chemist’s assistant. Unfortunately 
the number of mixtures he concocts 
for his boss are more absurd than 
funny. Some he tries on unsuspect- 
ing femme beauties; others on the 
goldfish, canary and the laboratory 
itself. 

Develops into a so-called climax 
with his noiseless explosive powder, 
this being the excuse to ring in three 
gangsters seeking it. Use of passion 
chocolates, tabbed love potion here, 
smacks of venerable burlesque skits 
and questionable taste for the screen, 
especially for the kiddies. 

Al Christie, listed as producer-di- 
rector, struggled hard to make this 
humorous, but the scripting did not 
help him much. Wear. 


HENRY KING ORCHESTRA 
With Phyllis Claire and Dario and 

Diane 
10 Mins. 

Globe, N. Y¥. 
20th-Educational 

Henry King and his band, Dario 
and Diane and Phyllis Claire sur- 
mount production and _ directorial 
difficulties in this one-reel short. 
Picture looks like it was slapped to- 
gether, and then many months ago. 
Henry King’s music combo, now 
playing for Burns and Allen’s air 
program, supplies a melodious back- 
ground for a nitwit plot. / Ithough 
recording is weak and numbers 
badly spotted, band comes through. 
Or at least, the audience can tell he 
has something on the bail. 

Some really sparkling ballroom 
and modern-mood dancing by the 
Dario-Diane team is muffled by 
flighty camera work. Photographer 
missed highlights of number, garbled 
the close-ups and did as poorly with 
the distant shots. Cameraman re- 
peated on Phyllis Claire and sound 
man didn’t do right by her voice. 

Dance combination, balladist and 
Henry King’s orchestra deserve an- 
other try before the cameras. 

Wear. 


FREDDIE RICH ORCH. 
With Jerry Cooper, Benay 

and Blue Flames (3) 
Musical 
10 Mins. 

Rivoli, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Although apparently dated by the 
pop tune repertoire, this pleasant 
musical is as good a filler as the 
next. There’s no story or production, 
being rather just what the title, 
‘Song Hits on Parade,’ conveys with 
addition of some fancy vocalizing by 
the attractive Benay Venuta. ; 

d does well by the music in 
accompanying singers and in novelty 
specialties by members, playing “You 
Can’t Pull the Wool Over My Eyes, 
and the last number, ‘Tiger Rag. 
Latter, in Rich’s own arrangement, 
is excepticnally steamy. 

All in one scene with the band ar- 
ranged on graduated steps and sing- 
ers fronting on their respective 
turns. Girl trio, Blue Flames, also 
from radio, open with nicely har- 
monized ‘Cross-Patch.’ Jerry Cooper 
follows with ‘Can't Escape from You 
and ‘Until Today.’ Miss Venutas 
‘Those Foolish Things’ tops the 


Venuta 


vocalizing efforts while band’s ‘Rag’ 
is best, musically. 


Hurl. 
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Under Cover of Night 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Lucien 
Huvbard-Ned Marin production, _ Features 
-gmund Lowe. Directed by George B. 
<i:z, Story and adaptation, Bertram Mill- 
hat <r; editor, Ben Lewis; camera, Charles 






Clarke. At Rialto, N. Y., week Jax, 2i, 
‘7. Kunning time, 70 mins. 
Christopher Cro@S..ceeseerees Edmond Lowe 
Deb. ...---++2eceeeee etesce ee-- Florence Rice 
Sergeant LUCKS. .ccceceseees Nat Pendleton 
Marvin Griswald..ecceesseee Henry Danie}! 
Janet Griswald..ceceeeeereceec: Sara Haden 
AIAN wee eeeetoeee eoscoees- Dean Jagger 
Rudolph Brehmer..eceassese- Frank Reicher 
Mrs. Nasl..ececcesceegeess .- Zeffie Tilbury 
Tictrict Attorney Prichard...}Henry Kolker 
Tonya Van Horne.ecee---s-- Maria Shelton 
Jonn Lamont,..+.- ceoees Theodore Von Eliz 
Susan. .cccceecvee seoeess- Dorothy Peterson 
Dr. Heed...++secceeeceessHenry Davenport 
This is a detective picture which 


appears to have been planned for un- 
mportant spotting. It makes the 





like a glorified two-reel comedy so 
pebaret are the fisticuffs, breaks and 
alls. 


Songs by Sidney Clare and Harry 
Akst are tuneful and fit the situa- 
tions nicely without being particular- 
ly distinctive. “There I Go Again’ 
gets a vigorous plug; and loorns as 
the best.of the lot. Dances staged by 
Jack Haskell are oke, but net dis- 
tinguished. 

Performance turned in by Leah 





that the producers were alert in 


Ray, ex-dance band warbler (notably 
Phil Harris’ crew), tends to prove 


grabbing her for the screen. Possess- 
ing an ingratiating personality, she 
is pretty, sings with understsnding 





gra ie for the bookings at which it is | 


arn ‘cl, 

Edmund Lowe, as Christopher 
Cross, master sleuth, is doing a No. 
2 company of the same studio’s Nick 
Charles. He doesn’t receive the pro- 
duction breaks accorded Nick, but 


Chris gets there just the same when | 


it comes to. deduction and solution. 


There’s always room for another 
well groomed and breezy tracker- 


downer. The next time out, provid- 
ing Chris is due for revival, the 
character can use a bolder present- 
ment and.more personal attention. 
In this introductory workout, Chris 
is out of the center of attention too 
frequently. with the culprit and the 
suspects and other secondary people 
taking the play away from him. He's 
the leading figure without being the 
front personality. 

Plot structure, which is consider- 
ably away from the ordinary in the 
murder mystery line, is responsible 
for the failure of,.Chris to hold the 
top spot throughout the picture. It 
sacrifices mystery for direct action 
and no secrets are withheld from the 
audience. The finish is simply the 
capture of the murderer, whose 
identity is long before’ revealed. 
The blowoff holds suspense, since the 
killer is apprehended just as he’s 
about to do away with his fourth 
victim, but it’s no surprise. 

Edmund Lowe is excellent 
flatfoot in dinner = suit. There’s 
enough lightness in his part to suit 
his style, although he’s limited in 
his master-minding by the fact that 
the audience knows more about the 
mystery than he does. Henry Dan- 
iell makes a splendid impression as 
the killer—an overly ambitious pro- 
fessor. driven to homicidal acts. 
Florence Rice is okay on the lines as 
well. Nat Pendleton gets laughs as 
a dumb cop. Cast is 
strong on performance. 


Bertram Milhauser wrote both the| ing produced in 


original and the treatment and has 
dene a corking job, failure to ac- 
centuate the leading character seem- 
ing the only flaw. Dialog is first 
rate and plot development always 
logical. Direction by George Seitz 
keeps things going at a speedv rate. 
Bige. 


THE HOLY TERROR 


(WITH SONGS) 

20th Century-Fox production and release. 
Stars Jane Withers; features Leah Ray and 
El Brendel, Directed by James ‘Tinling. 
Original and screen play by Lou Breslow 
and John Patrick; songs, Sidney Clare and 
Harry Akst; dances, Jack Haskell; musical 
direction, Samuel Kaylin; camera, Daniel 


B. Clark. At Albee, Brooklyn, week Jan. 
22, "37, double bill, Runaing time, 66 mins. 
*Corky’ Wallace...sesceesse-..Jane Withers 
Jhanny Walker....... eeeeee-Anthony Martin 
Marjorie Dean....ccoccceceseeess. Leah Ray 
Tish ie hw ken és Coccccccccccccceess Joan Davis 
AEG) DVCMEGM sss cedccccccsecs «++. El Brendel 
Pelican Beek..... Ceseccccvccesese Joe Lewis 


: . ° 
Lieut. Commander., eeseeeJohn Eldredge 





SS "7a aii Gloria Roy 
Commander Otis Andrew Tombes 
NLS s 6 6066b sé entcarcscc Gavin Muir 
Carson Seeeceee .Fred Kohler, Jr. 
Flandro..... eoees...Victor Adams 


Hon, Phelps. .»»-Raymond Brown 


Newest Jane Withers starring fea- | 
ture gets into motion as virtually a } 
musical, but soon goes straight slap- | 


Stick. It undoubtedly will appeal to 
her fans and is nicely paced for 
laughs, no matter how obtained. But 
the picture offers nothing for the 
marquee except her name. This 
handicap, plus the fact that it is all 
rather thin,-hokish material tab ‘The 
Holy Terror’ as only strong dual bill 
ammunition, 

_Strenuous effort to keep the spot- 
light constantly shining on the clever 
Miss Withers is more a hindrance 
than a help. In the case of this pre- 
cocious youngster, it’s asking an 
adult audience just a little too much 
to swallow some of her pranks and 
unerring skill. Toward the latter 
portion of the feature this tendency 
to thrust her forward is considerably 
tempered by other plot ingredients— 
and results are happier. 

It would seem that the mischief- 
maker (Jane Withers) is quite a 
problem as she cavorts about a navy 
aviation station, getting in the hair 
of all concerned, the higher naval of- 
ficials especially. From that is built 
a slight romance between the sing- 
ing proprietress of a combination 
restaurant-cabaret, often frequented 
by the gobs, and the good-looking. 
balladeering navy flyer: a cockeyed 


love affair between the goofy gob (EF! | 
Brendel) and the kitchen mechanic. | 


and the usual crook-gang secking 
Plans of a new mystery plane. 

On such secant framework, Lou 
Breslow and John Patrick have writ- 
ten some neat dialog and adroit sit- 
uations. James Tinling’s direction 


fets the ultimate from the rather 


feeble material, with full credit for | they like. 





as the | 


| skill and handles the slight thespian 


assignments with nicety. 
haven't given Miss Ray too 
lines, which indicates that the pro- } 
ducers wisely intend building her | 
slowly in films. ‘El Brendel returns | 
in first major comedy assignments 
in months and garners a full share of 
comedy moments, 

Andrew Tombes, cast as the digni- 
fied aviation base commander, con- 
tributes a neat job. Joan Davis, as 
comedienne opposite Brendel: An- 
thony Martin, as the sailor in love 
with La Ray, and Joe Lewis head a 
standard supporting cast. Wear. 


They 
many 








Love From A Stranger 
(BRITISH MADE) 
Lendon, Jan. 8. 
United Artists release of Max Schach- 
Trafalgar Films production Stars Ann | 
Harding; features Basil Ratfabone, Directed 
by Rowland V. Lee Adaptation, Frances 
Marion, from play by Frank Vesper on 
short story by. Agatha Christie: camem. 


Philip Tannura, At 


London Pavilion, Jan, 
7, '37. Running time, 86 mins. 
Carol Howard Ann Harding 


GSOPGRG BMV. cicoccvqsncees Basil Rathbone 
Kate Men@ows..ccccccccccesss Binnie Hale 
Romald Brace. si ce ciccdscccess Bruce Seton 
MERE TDG coco ss csdatvbsonecees ..Jean Cadell 
Dr.. CSPEDBES. . cccccccecseces irvan Powley 
ST is .kb0s eb cab tossécse Joan Hickson 
Pa. veeed och ue teewrevi Donald Calthrop 
Bee Wee 6 tc ceeneeseedicie Kugene Leahy 

Gorgeously photographed and 


splendidly cut, this macabre story of 
a suave gentleman who marries 
women for their money and murders 
them, takes front rank with the long 
list of gruesome films produced in re- 
cent years. It differs from the others 
in that the fanatical villain has none 
of the repellent make-up of Frank- 
enstein and such. Story came from 
a best-seller here, and the play ran 
in London for four months, although 
New York didn’t like it. 





uniformly heavy patronage here, and this one 


Provincially, these films enjoy 





has the additional advantage of be- 
classy drawing- 
room environment, which has the 
effect of creating an even more sinis- 
ter atmosphere. 


Ann Harding makes her British 
screen debut as the girl who falls for 
the suave stranger, and interprets 
the role with carefully thought-out 
actions. Basil Rathbone makes an 
ideal neurotic, unbalanced scoundrel 
who starts slowly and builds up to 
a tense finish. He skillfully avoids 
the pitfalls of over-acting which 
would normally come to a less tal- 
ented player. First inkling one has 
that he is dishonest, not even then 
suspecting anything worse, is the 
look on his face after he has per- 
suaded his bride to sign away her 
fortune, on the pretext she is merely 
affixing her signature to a mortgage 
transfer. ~ 


Binnie Hale, heretofore associated 
with revue and musical comedy, has 
a comparatively small, but important, 
straight part, well enacted. Donald 
Calthrop in the small role of an 
elderly gardener is, as usual, wholly 
competent. Jolo, 


GHOST TOWN 


Commodore release of William Burke 
production. Features Harry Carey, Ruth 
Findlay, David Sharpe, Jane Novak, Lee 
Shumway. Directed by Harry Fraser. 
Story, Monroe Talbot; screen play, Weston 
Mdwards; camera, Robert) Cline; editor, 


Arthur Brooks; asst. director, Louis Ger- 

monprez: music, Lee Zahler, Running 

time, 56 mins, 

Cheyenne. .ceccees eocccccccece: Harry Carey 

Billy.cecsece ccccccceccoccooce MUth Findlay 

Bud. .cccccceccese Cocevecceees David Sharpe 

ROSC.. .cccccccccccccccceccess..sane Novak 

Murrell. .ceee ecccccccccecooss Lee Shumway | 
McCall... ..sscsese eecccescocess earl Dwire | 


Sonny, the horse 


Very feeble western, even lacking 
in the necessary ingredient—the 
femme who’s glad her man’s a man. 
|Two women are in the celluloid 
strip, but neither of them contribute 
much. One is the former silent day 
well-known, Jane Novak, who has 


| Non-Hispanic audiences 
; entirely 
{quality production and the photog- 





broadened in the places she can’t 
carry it and speaks like a first-time | 
ingenue. Ruth Findlay is 
past the gangly stage. 

It was built to be sold on Harry 
Carey, but as befits his age, he takes 
it slow. Nothing particularly hap- 
pens in the story, everybody seem- 
ing to be in the way. Mostly the | 
tempo is at fault. Carey runs into | 
an old friend who is carrying about 
10G’s in cash, with which he and his | 
partner plan to open up an old mine | 
accompanying ghost town. | 
| The friend is waylaid and shot. and | 
Carey falls into the clutches of the | 
sheriff because he can’t explain his | 
way out. He escapes jail to be on | 
hand in several nicks of time. 

This is light even for the kid trade. 
| Doesn’t have the wallop or the speed 
If Carey is going to star 





barely | 


|and its 


| 
| 


laughs, which he secures from filmsy | in ‘em alone, he'll have to vinegar 


Knockabout comedy. At times it looks 


his joints. Barn, 


RADIO BAR 


(MUSICAL) 
(ARGENTINE MADE) 
Paramount release of Lumilon production. 
Features Alberto Vila, Juan Carlos, Gloria 
Guzman, Clenda Bozan, Carmen Lomas, 
Alice Barrie, Marcos Caplan, Sussie Dequi. 


Directed by Manuel Romera. Story and 
adaptation, Manuel Romero: Ivrics, Manuel 
Romero: music, Alberto Soifer At Cer- 


vantes, N. Y., week Jan. 24, '3t. 


: c , Running 
time, 82 mins, 





(In Spanish, No English Titles) 

The absence of superimposed Eng- 
lish titles and failure of the Teatro 
Cervantes to provide a synopsis for 
others than Spanish-speaking people 
reduces the entertainment appeal of 
this importation from South America 
to the music, singing. characters. pro- 
duction background and _photog- 
raphy. In that the picture is musi- 
cally amusing and numerous of its 
characters are easy to 
bored. Moreover, there is 
raphy is excellent, matching the best 
that comes out of Hollywood. 


‘Radio Bar’ was produced in the | 
| Argentine by local forces with finane- 
ing by Paramount which releases the | 


picture throughout the world and in 


Alberto Vila hopes to build up a/| 


suceessor to the late Carlos Gardel, 
the Valentino of the Latin market 


double with the lug she’s swect on | 


farther down. 


The action swings between a night | 


club and a broadcasting studio. Ex- 
teriors are conspicuous by their ab- 
sence but not needed apparently. 
Vila and two companions are bar- 
tenders in a nitery. while three 
waitresses there with performing 
ability are their gals. The wives of 
a couple commercial accounts and 
another women make a play for the 
barkeeps and some jealousies 
aroused, but with the whole nitery 
contingent being put on the air, this 
doesn’t seem to affect the situation 
so much until one wife rebels end 
the happy-going radio bunch is taken 
off the broadcasting spree. For the 
finish they are all returned to the 
cafe they had earlier blown, Vila 
reuniting with his former waitress 
pash. 

The music is generally good and 
some of the numbers, apparently 
specially written, listen well. Nu- 
merous solos are indulged, largely in 
broadcasting backgrounds. A sister 
team clicks with a couple numbers. 
Orchestra, used for the nitery and 
broadcasting scenes, includes a col- 
ored player, but otherwise is —— 

ar. 


Let’s Make a Million 


Paramount release of Harold Hurley pro- 


appreciate. | 
will not be} 


are | 


pression that the hero is kicked out 
of the Legion post though later this 
is straightened out to make it an 
ousting from the city council. Doubt- 
ful if either thing could have hap- 
pened, or at least not as done in this 
picture. 

Horton is the gullible but excit- 
able former service man, who makes 
good with an oil well. Fully up to 
his usual strong standard. Charlotte 
Wynters, as the girl in the back- 
ground most of the action, is con- 
siderably improved over her recent 
film appearances. M. Kerrigan 
and Irving Bacon contribute two ef- 
fective minor characterizations. 


Margaret Sedden and Margaret 
| McWade, as the two pixilated aunts, 








while good, are given too much to 
do for the importance of their roles. | 
Purnell Pratt and Porter Hall, cast } 
as oil stock swindlers, turn in realis- 


tic portrayals. 

Dialog credited to Robert Yost | 

and Manuel Seff is the smartest | 
| thing about the production. Wear. 





VERRAETER 


(‘The Traiter’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
U.F.A. production and release. Features 
Willy Birgel, Rudolf Fernau, Lida Baareva, 
Paul Dahlke Directed by Karl Ritter. 





who was killed in a plane crash. | At Garden, N. ¥.. week Jan. 23, ‘37, Run- 
ee aq . i ning time, 0 mins. 
Vila s chances appear excellent. He | ¢a.- Willy Birgel, Herbert A. E. Boehme. 
has an_ ingratiating personality, | Paul Datike, Josef Dahmen, Hans Zesch- 
sereens very well and can handle! Ballot, Sepp Rist, Volker V. Collande, 
songs. This picture also has numer- | Ernst Karchow, Rudolf Fernau, Lida 
~ on ae ne As eaten "nae | Baarova, Heinz Welzel, Irene V. Meyen 
|ous other interesting personalities, | aorfr, Theodor Loos, Siegfried Schurenberg., | 
| including several lookers. Several! Car! Junge-Swineburne, Otto Graf, Hein- | 
comedy types figure as well, a strong | rich Schroth, Hans Henninger, Carl Auen, | 
» 7 ° . : . S Woes > . , . 
laugh-getter for ‘Radio Bar’ being a) iSnae, Woltcane Gene Boke boner | 
bespectacled spinster character. Her | Reinhold Hauer, Max Hochstetter, eae | 
drunk bit early in the proceedings | Meyer-Hanno, Hans Schneider, Hellmut | 
is very funny, plus the operatic | P#ssarse, Kurt Daehn. 


(In German with English Titles) 

Censor verdict on this U.F.A. pro- 
duction is billed as commending the 
|pic for being ‘artistic and particu- 
| larly valuable from a political view- 
|} point. That’s the tipoff. Propa- 
j}ganda_ sidelights glibly insinuate 
themselves into the footage, and the 
whole is a resounding sermon on the 
dangers of spies and foreign sharp- 
sters stealing Germany’s military 
secrets. It’s distinctly the kind of 
film that the more nostalgic elements 
in German-American sectors will 
relish, and the b.o. results in houses 
catering to this trade won’t be less 
than socko. Particularly so since 
the story is told better than 95% of 





is the 


la dizzy, 





the average imported fare, and gar- 
|nished with the marquee weight of 
| U.F.A.’s firstline roster. 

If U.F.A. expended as much in- 
| genuity on its average product as 
‘The Traitor’ gets, there would prob- 
ably be fewer stories about dis- 
tributors guaranteeing the exhibitors 
a weekly minimum simply to keep 
their houses open to German fare. 
‘Traitor’ in every respect is a class A 
piece of celluloid, if the matter of 
political viewpoints is left aside. 
Technically it shows one major per- 
fection on an old wrinkle—the trick 
fadeout. Welding a couple of con- 
current story threads into harmony 
by means of this fading trick is here 


duction. Features Reward Everett Hor-| put onto a plane that almost obvi- 
ton. Directed by Ray McCarey. Screen j 
slay ty Benet Yaa Gat Mane Ge ates the typical German weakness 


based 


Paramount, Brooklyn, 
on double bill. 


week Jan, 22, °87, 
Running time, 61 mins. 


Harrison Gentry...Edward Everett Horton 
Caroline cscccccecessss--Charlotte Wynters 
... Porter Hall 

M, Kerrigan 


SPENCer ..rcccvcccessscsssees: 
Sam Writs bese 060bs0c ces cee 
Aunt Martha.eceesss+.-.-Margaret Sedden 


Aunt Lucy ecbececceedec.s manta McWade 
Gilbert coccccccccccccsscseess Purnell Pratt 
ecetee 60606606 0r400050s.80 tae Geen 
eoceseeeltvan Miller 


Jerry 
Peter Winton, soscereces 





Quite apparent that Paramount 
made this farce comedy with the in- 
tent of cashing in on the nation-wide 
distribution of bonus money to ex- 
service men, That happened several 
months ago, and ‘Let’s Make a Mil- 
lion’ only was released the middle 
of January, which makes it a bit 
It would still spell double 


dated. 
bill, no matter when offered the pub- 


lic despite Edward Everett Horton’s 


increase in popularity from radio 


stints, and two extremely obvious 


egg offered by the story and 
title. 

The film is one of those features, 
involving ex-service buddies, the 
American Legion and its activities, 
that makes it a natural tie-up with 
a Legion post without insulting the 
intelligence or good taste of Legion- 
naires. Other stunt would be for a 
bank night if there is any theatre to 
which such a giveaway cash stunt 
still remains a novelty. 

Farcical yarn is ideally suited for 
Horton’s type of droll fun. It spots 


| him as a plodding ex-doughboy who 
| is just getting by in a small middle- 


western community until his bonus 
coin comes along. That’s the start 
of his troubles which appear in the 
form of a long delayed marriage, 
squabbles with his two pixilated 
aunts and his big venture in the oil 
business. After prelim details, it 
sdon becomes the familiar tale of a 
whole community that is swindled 
by petroleum sharks and the dumb 


| bonus-receiving lad who eventually 


brings in an oil gusher. 


In hands less capable than Horton. | 


it would be _ rather’ mechanical 
hocus-pocus. But with the stage- 
screen vet pulling the strings and 


| Director Ray McCarey adding some 


original touches it is fairly enter- 

taining fare. Director has developed 

a rousing climax that is 

leave a pleasant after-effect. 

_ Careless bit of work leaves the im- 
. sf . i 


; ‘ 


on story by Lawrence Pohle and 
Thomas Ahearne;: camera, Karl Struss, At 


bound to} althouch 


for saying three or four things simul- 
taneously, instead of in succession. 
It’s been done before, of course, but 
not as well. 


Direction, yarn and acting like- 
wise cannot be rated as less than 
tops for Teutonic products of recent 
years. This again implies that the 
propaganda aim of the film has to 
be put aside while taking such a 
viewpoint. Karl Ritter’s direction 
has kept a needlesharp balance be- 
tween sheer Nazi hoke and enter- 
tainment sugar-coating the doctrine. 

Story depicts three spies angling 
for Germany’s military secrets via 


bribes, psychological preying on 
helpless persons, and appeals to 
youthful innocence. They nearly 


succeed, but in the end the counter- 
espionage service brings one to the 
firing squad, a second to a watery 
death, and another to accidental 
drowning in a quagmire. Whereupon 
the finale breaks into a review of 
Prussia’s military strength with 
waving flags, marching armies, tanks 
that tear down forests, and bombing 
planes that can turn barrel-rolls on 
a dime. Latter portion is old sod 
hoke—and in Germany old sod has 
meant bayonets and military schools 
since the days of Bismarck. 

Willy Birgel, as the smoothy spy, 
and Lida Baarova, as a gold-digging 
sweetie who forces her boy friend 
into selling Birgel state secrets, are 
the name fortes. (Both had feature 
roles im ‘Barcarolle,’ recently ex- 
hibited in the U.S., and neither has 
been weighted down with roles in 
second-grade pix of late; which 
shows how carefully the _ state 
chooses its names for doctrine 
spreading.) 

Paul Dahlke. also as spy; Rudolf 
Fernau, as weak-kneed engineer, and 
Irene Meyendorff, as innocent be- 
trayer, throw in beautiful support. 
Rest of the cast is 100% above aver- 
age, and ditto mounting and camera 
work. 

English titles—of a very recent 
vintage—evidently are there just in 
lease the arty route can be tackled, 
|although there probably would be 
a souawk from anti-Nazi elements 
if this were attempted. It’s still 
| propaganda in a very major way. 
the Teutons have tried 
| their best to caH their rose by an- 
other name. Edga. 








Country Gentlemen 


Republic Pictures release of Nat Levine 
production, Stars Ole Olsen, Chic Johnson; 
features Joyce Compton, Lila Lee. Directed 
by Ralph Staub, Story by Milton Raison, 
Jack Harvey, Jo Graham; adaptation, 


Joseph Hoffman, Gertrude Orr; additional 
dialog, James P. Medbury: camera, Ernest 
Miller. At Strand, Brooklyn, N, Y., dual 
bill, Jan, 21-23, ‘37. Running time, 66 
mins. 

PEMMMIION ccceee cco ce Shoes ebeccis Ole Olsen 
WEREMOMD caSccdccwostwece ss Chie Jehnson 
SEOMUl® §. 0k. cocavecscseectee se Joyce Compton 
Mrs: Heath. .cccocccccccccecs- coe - Lamm Lee 
GFAYSON cocicscces ad tie & 8 Ge Pierre Watkin 
Martin ...ccoccccccvccceees.-Donaki Kirke 
y+ eee Sebo cesocepeces. ay Gerrans 
Billy Heath. .cccccoceccees Sammy McKim 
Pieet Daemety sc ss ccccdsccsedes Wade Boteler 
Second Deputy .cccccccccecseces Ivan Miller 
BIO. Vib ctcoebeass caer: Olin Howland 
Chief of Policé...ccccceces- Frank Sheridan 
Shorty Harry Harvey 
Chuck ‘ Cunningham 
DOS cccoseneccssccuecsocsétsscecsce FUIMCO 





Missing from ‘Country Gentlemen’ 
rapidfire buffoonery with 
which Olsen and Johnson have been 
identified in vaudeville. With a trite 
story motivating their antics, the 
boys take at least two reels to start 
pulling the laughs. Once the action 


| gets underway and the gags take on 


a semblance of humor, the film be- 
comes a nifty package of Class B 
entertainment. In the lesser stands 
‘Gentlemen’ might even be pitched 
as the top item for a doubleplay. 

What may feaze the team’s vaude 
following is the casting given Olsen, 
The personable end of the twosome 
goes straight romantic, with the ex- 
ception of a few scenes, and it is 
during these exceptions that the 
comedy shows its only socks to the 
midsection. Like the plot the situa- 
tions are of the heavily warmed- 
over classification, and it takes the 
superior talents of Johnson and 
Olsen, as funny men, to keep the 
narrative from frequently bogging. 
The directibn of Ralph Staub also 
helps. 

Comics are given substantial sup- 
port, with Joyee Compton serving as 
feather-brained secretary 
and Lila Lee playing a widow and 
small-town hotel owner who takes a 
shine to Olsen and places implicit 
faith in his honesty. Pierre Watkin 
does effectively by the part of a 
banker with petty larceny leanings. 

In ‘Gentlemen,’ Olsen and John- 
son are a couple of phoney stock 
salesmen. After getting out of a jam 
in one town, Olsen decides to go 
straight and sever the partnership. 
Before Olsen can put the decision 
into effect he and his pal are jugged 
on a kidnapping charge. The jail 
situation accounis for a number of 
solidly funny sequences. 

Released from the kidnap tangle, 
the pair get mixed up in an oil well 
promotion. Johnson unloads some of 
the wildcat stuff on the vets in a 
local soldiers’ home and the outlook 
becomes hot for the promoters wher? 
the oil fails to show. Film moves to 
a fast and diverting anti-climax as 
the vets start riding the pair out of 
town on rails. One of the mob dyna- 
mites the derrick and out spurts the 
black fluid. It also develops that the 
gold mine, in connection with which 
they had also been peddling stock, 
suddenly produces precious ore. 

Odec, 


SECRET VALLEY 


20th. Century-Fox release of Sol 
production, Stars Richard Arlen; features 
Virginia Grey. Directed by Howard 
Bretherton. Adapted from Harold Beil 
Wright story by Paul Franklin; screen play 
by Dan Jarrett and Earle Snell; camera, 
Charles Schoenbaum. At Globe, N. * 
week Jan. 23, '37. Running time, 58 mins. 
Lee Rog®ers.......06+ eosesess Richard Arlen 
Jean Carlo..... ° +. Virginia Grey 
Russell Parker. .. Jack Mulhall 
Slick Collins.... -Norman Willis 


Lesser 










| Se . ---..Sid Saylor 
Austin Martin.,. -. Russell Hicks 
TODABCO, .cecscccccscesesesecess Willie Fung 


Producers, scripters and director 
have mixed cowboys and city gang- 
sters in this opus of the far-stretch- 
ing prairies, but the concoction is 
neither exhilarating nor satisfying. 
Richard Arlen will have to be de- 
pended on to drag ’em in. This is a 
handicap in that he’s not now known 
as a western star, where they go for 
the cactus cinema and currently 
doesn’t possess the lift to draw sin- 
gle-handed in other spots. 

‘Secret Valley’ should round up 
fair biz when teamed with a stronger 
feature. May go single harness in 
subsequents where they go big for 
westerns and there are enough 
strong shorts to fill 60 minutes addi- 
tional time on program. 

This has many earmarks indicating 
that more was expected of the pro- 
duction when placed in work. It has 
been trimmed, cut and otherwise 
edited so that it is jerky in continu- 
ity and general effectiveness. Fade- 
out is perhaps the sloppiest one to be 
foisted on a western by this com- 
pany in some time. ' 

Original content of Wright's fable 
of the vast outdoors is not known, 
but the odds are that the story was 
given plenty of doctoring before hit- 
ting the screen. Three studio writers 
worked on it, and the director did 
not help much either. 

Early. passages depict efforts of a 
rich eastern society miss to duck a 
gangster hubby by hiding on a west- 
ern ranch. t seems the wealthy 
femme didn’t know her mate was a 
racketeer until two hours after she 
was married. However, it is fortu- 
nate for the picture that the tough 





city gang chief shows up on the 
|ranch because this provides the first 
excitement after nearly 25 minutes 
|have elapsed. When the racketeer 
‘and his mob arrive, it’s only a mat- 
| tex of time until they tangle with the 
j (Continued on page 24) 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Production activity on the Coast stepped way out in front last week with 


a total of 49 features before the cameras within the major group of stu- 
dios. This was made possible by the starting of 11 new pictures during 
the week. Ten more features were taken from the cutting rooms and 


previewed during the same period, which still leaves 76 in that division. 

While activity is far above normal, there is every indication prosperity 
for studio workers will continue for several months to come, as there are 
no less than 78 stories in various stages of preparation waiting to get the 
gun. More than 45 of this number are definitely scheduled to get under 
way within the next month, 





Columbia 


Five in work, 7 editing, 5 preparing. In work: 

‘WEATHER OR NO,’ reported Dec. 30; ‘SPEED MAD’ and ‘TROUBLE IN 
argent ed reported Jan, 13; ‘RACING LUCK,’ reported Jan. 20. Started 
last week: 

‘A NEW TRAIL AHEAD,’ produced by Harry L. Decker, directed by 
Leon Barsha, original by Norman Sheldon, screen play by John Rathmell. 
Cast: Charles Starrett, Peggy Stratford, Charles Middleton, Edward LeSaint. 

Story is another of Charles Starrett starring western series, this time 
as the son of a notorious western bandit, who through his affection for the 
son, decides to go straight. Before he can start on a campaign of ref- 
ormation, the bandit as well as his son are caught up with by the sheriff 
and jailed. The son makes his getaway and lands a job on a ranch owned 
and operated by one of the former members of his father’s gang. Owner 
learns of the predicament the kid is in and capitalizes on it by inducing 
him to head a cattle raid. In the meantime the son falls in love with the 
ranch owner’s daughter and because of this refuses to go on the raid. 
Owner then carries out his threat to expose the lad but before he can do 
earee the law moves in on the owner for past crimes and the lad clears 
himself. 

Readied to start: ‘THE DEVIL IS DRIVING,’ ‘VENUS MAKES 
TROUBLE,’ ‘HONEYMOON PILOT,’ and ‘HEART FLUSH.’ 


Metro 


Seven in work, 6 editing, 6 preparing. In work: 

‘MAYTIME,’ reported Sept. 2; ‘A DAY AT THE RACES,’ reported Sept. 
16; ‘CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS,’ reported Oct. 7; ‘PARNELL,’ reported 
Nov. 18; ‘LAST OF MRS. CHEYNEY,’ reported Dec. 2; ‘BURNT FINGERS’ 
and ‘ESPIONAGE,’ reported Jan. 6. 

Readied to start: ‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ ‘BROADWAY MELODY OF 
1937,’ ‘THE OLD SOAK,’ ‘SARATOGA,’ “‘FHEY GAVE HIM A GUN,’ ‘THE 
FOUNDRY,’ ‘SKIDDING,’ ‘NIGHT MUST FALL,’ ‘FIREFLY,’ and ‘SONG 
OF THE CITY.’ 








Paramount 


Nine in work, 9 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘SOULS AT SEA’ and ‘SWING HIGH, SWING LOW,’ reported, Nov. 18; 
‘THE LOVE TRAP,’ ‘INTERNES CAN’T TAKE MONEY’ and ‘WAIKIKI 
WEDDING,’ reported Dec. 30; ‘MURDER GOES TO COLLEGE,’ reported 
Jan. 6; ‘DANGER, MEN WORKING,’ and ‘HIGH, WIDE AND HAND- 
SOME,’ reported Jan. 13; ‘THE YEARS ARE SO LONG,’ reported Jan. 20. 
No new pix started, 





Republic 
None in work, 7 editing, 10 preparing. 


Readied to start: ‘THE HIT PARADE, ‘EVER SINCE ADAM,’ ‘SPECIAL 
ORDERS’ and ‘LEGION OF THE DAMNED.’ None started, 


RKO-Radio 


Five in work, 10 editing, 12 preparing. In work: 

‘THE TOAST OF NEW YORK,’ reported as ‘ROBBER BARONS,’ ‘CHINA 
PASSAGE,’ reported as ‘MISS CUSTOMS AGENT,’ and ‘THE WOMAN I 
LOVE,’ reported as ‘ESCADRILLE,’ Dec. 23; ‘STEPPING TOES,’ reported 
Jan. 6, and ‘WINGS OF MERCY,’ reported Jan. 20. None started this week. 

Readied to start: “TAKE IT EASY,’ ‘CONVENTION IN CUBA,’ and 
‘OUTCASTS OF POKER FLAT.’ 


20th-Fox 


Nine in work, 6 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘SEVENTH HEAVEN,’ reported Variety, Dec. 9; ‘THE SLAVE SHIP,’ 
reported as ‘THE LAST SLAVER,’ Dec. 30; ‘450 ROADS TO TOWN’ and 
‘DEAD YESTERDAY,’ reported Jan. 13. Started last week: 

‘THAT I MAY LIVE,’ produced By Sol M. Wurtzel, directed by Allan 
Dwan, original by David A. Lamson, screen play by Ben Markson. Cast: 
Rochelle Hudson, Robert Kent, J. Edward Bromberg. 

Story centers around Robert Kent, expert safe-cracker, framed by his 
pals on a 7 in which a policeman is killed. While awaiting trial he 




















escapes and finds refuge in wayside coffee shop where he is befriended 
by the lone waitress, who after hearing his plight, gets him a job in the 
(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 
tions for the 1936-37 season.) 
Balance 
Pix tobe Stories 
Number Pix now placed in 
Producers and Number now now inthe before prep- 
contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- 
companies, promised. pleted, work. rooms. cameras, tion. 
COLUMBIA ............ 50 12 4 7 27 4 
Larry Darmour........ 8 2 1 es 5 1 
CT Shon eesecceces « 48 11 7 5 25 5 
SR wenns ceed os ° 4 1 es 1 2 1 
PARAMOUNT .......... 48 19 9 6 14 5 
B. P. Schulberg...... .- 1 os 1 6< 1 
Emanuel Cohen...... e 8 2 “<a os 6 1 
Harry Sherman...... .: @ ae se 1 5 1 
Frank Llioyd.......... e 1 es a 1 aed - 
RKO RADIO.,......... » 39 5 5 9 20 9 
David Loew.......... ‘Ss ee es 1 1 1 
George Hirliman..... =? 8 2 ee 6 4 1 
Sol Lesser.......... ae... 1 ee - 2 1 
REPUBLIC eer er eee eeeeee 56 9 se 7 40 8 
A. W. Maekel.......cc0 16 3 ee os 13 2 
20TH CENTURY-FOX... 63 39 9 6 9 7 
Sol Lesser............ 6 2 ee ee 4 1 
UNITED ARTISTS: 
Samuel Goldwyn..... . 7 2 oe 2 3 3 
Walter Wanger....... e 7 1 oe 2 4 3 
Selznick eeereeeeeeenee 5 2 ° ee 3 3 
3S. rere » 4 ab ° ee 1 oe 
Criterion ....... beseae 2 ee ee 2 +e 
Korda London........ ° 6 as ‘ Bs 6 es 
UNIVERSAL ........... 44 5 5 x 26 7 
Buck Jomes........... ° He 1 i ‘4 7 1 
WARE Eebccccccecss 60 33 9 19 lover 12 
Totals wocscccsecssse 512 153 49 716 235 78 
l over 














| himself, his pals fix it up so he can meet her. 





restaurant. Everything okay until authorities track him down. They 
make their getaway and wind up with an itinerant road salesman in a 
trailer. Together the three stick it out and become pals. Years go by, 
boy and girl become married and a baby is born. Tired of being a 
hunted man, boy decides to give himself up, but the old man who owns 
the trailer persuades him to get even with his pals who had framed him. 
A robbery is staged, the police tipped off and his pals are made to confess 
to the murder of the policeman. 

‘CHARLIE CHAN AT THE OLYMPICS,’ produced by John Stone, di- 


rected by Bruce Humberstone, original story by Robert and Helen Logan. 
Cast: Warner Oland, Katharine DeMille, Key Luke, Pauline Moore, Allan 
Lane, John Carradine, Andrew Tombes, John Eldredge, Jonathan Hale. 
Story opens in Honolulu where a new radio-controlled airplane is being 
demonstrated to American war officials. In the test flight the pilot is 
murdered and the plane discovered on one of the isolated islands off the 
Hawaiian coast. Main device of the new invention is missing and the 
accusing finger pointed to four suspects, who have left in a hurry on the 


China Clipper for America. In San Francisco Chan finds they have sailed 
for Germany, and the chase continues through continental Europe and ends 
at the Olympic games in Germany where Chan finally recovers the miss- 
ing device. 

“WEE WILLIE WINKIE,’ produced by Gene Markey, directed by John 
Ford, story by Rudyard Kipling, screen play by Ernest Pascal and Julian 
Johnston. Cast: Shirley Temple, Victor McLaglen, June Lang, Michael 
Whalen, C. Aubrey Smith, Douglas Scott, Constance Collier, George Has- 
sell, Cesar Romero, Gavin Muir, Willie Fung, Brandon Hurst, Lionel Pape. 

Stery takes Shirley Temple into an entirely new locale than her pre- 
vious pictures. This time June Lang, as the young mother of Shirley, 
decides to take a trip to India. C. Aubrey Smith, commander of important 
British military post, having trouble with a native tribe headed by Cesar 
Romero; is their host. Young captain in Smith’s command falls in love 
with Shirley’s mother. He is assigned to capture the rebel tribe, which 
he does and brings back Cesar Romere, whom Shirley takes a great lik- 
ing to. Romero escapes and Shirley, knowing his hideout, goes to visit him. 
When the British forces are about to recapture the rebel chieftain. it be- 
comes a question of sacrificing the life of Shirley to do it. While the 
officers dre making up their minds, ‘Shirley persuades the rebel chieftain 
to give himself up and declare a truce. All ends well, Shirley receiving 
medal of honor for achievement. 

‘WAKE UP AND LIVE,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan, directed by 
Sidney Lanfield; based on book by Dorothea Brande, screen play by Harry 
Tugend and Jack Yellen. Cast: Walter Winchell, Ben Bernie and band, 
Alice Faye, Patsy Kelly, Ned Sparks, Jack Haley, Grace Bradley, Walter 
Catlett, Douglas Fowley, Miles Mander. 

Story is centered around Winchell and Bernie, who play themselves. 
They become involved in feud brought about by bidding against each 
other for Jack Haley, much-wanted singer for the radio. Haley is a bash- 
ful and unassuming sort of chap who ares little for fame or money until 
Alice Faye, wise to tricks of show business, gets behind him and advises 
him to wake up and live: From there on the bidding is skyrocketed; with 
Winchell and Bernie out of the running, the singer lands his own sponsor 
and the feud is ended. A, 

‘CAFE METROPOLE,’ produced by Nunnally Johnsen, directed by Ed- 
ward H. Griffith, original by Gregory Ratoff, screen play by Jacques Deval. 
Cast: Loretta Young, Tyrone Power, Adolphe Menjou, Jean Hersholt, 
Gregory Ratoff, Helen Westley, Bill Robinson. : ; 

Stery concerns Tyrone Power, American playboy, who gets himself into 
a jam over a gambling debt. His creditors show him a way out by posing 
as a Russian prince to win Loretta Young, American heiress, seeking ro- 
mance with nobility. Both meet and a quick romance ensues. Later the 
heiress detects through Power’s accent that he is an impostor, but this 
doesn’t matter, and the couple returns to America, 

Readied to start: ‘MIDNIGHT TAXI,’ 


United Artists 


None in work, 4 editing, 9 preparing. 
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Studio Placements 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Roger Imhof, Olaf Hytten, Harry 
Allen, Grace Goodall, John Elliott, 
Harry Bradley, LeRoy Masen, Monte 
Vandergrift, Louise Latimer, ‘Short 
Haul,’ U. 

Nan Grey, Judith Barrett, John 
Howard, Bob Wilcox, Michael Fitz- 
maurice, Scott Kolk, Robert Spencer, 
Robert Dalton, George Shelley, Mich- 
ael Loring, Bob Anderson, Henry 
Hunter Wooster Clark, Ed Staniey, 
Ralph Remley, “The Stones Cry 
Out,’ U. 

Richard Cromwell, Henry Hunter, 
‘The Road Back,’ U. 

Margaret Lindsay, Robert Spen- 
cer, Eddie Anderson, ‘Top of the 
Town,’ U. 

Ray McCarey, directing ‘Be It Ever 
So Humble,’ U. 

Ralph Dunn, ‘Marry the Girl,’ WB. 

Rosalind Marquis, Eddie Acuff, Jo- 
seph Crehan, Johnny Harron, Charles 
Halton, ‘Talent Scout,’ WB. 





Helen Valkis, ‘Petticoat Range,’ 
WB. 
Tommy Wonder, George Sorel, 


‘Dance, Charlie, Dance,’ WB. 

Aline McMahon, ‘The Story of 
Emile Zola,’ WB. 

Berton Churchill, Guinn Williams, 
‘The Singing Marine,’ WB. 

Harry Carey, Adrian Rosley, ‘Kid 
Gallahad,’ WB. 

Berton Churchill, Raymond Hatton, 
‘Public Wedding,’ WB. 

James Dunn, ‘Venus Makes Trou- 
ble,’ Col. 

George Jiminez, Stanley Brown, 
Russell Heustis, Paul Koch, Charles 
Sherlock, Jack MHaggerty, Frank 
he aa Bob Evans, ‘Racing Luck,’ 

ol. 

Ph ae Ince, ‘A New Trail Ahead,’ 

ol. 

Harry Depp, ‘Speed Mad,’ Col. 

Arthur Hoyt, Sherry Hall, Jack 
Hatfield, Art Berry, Ray Johnson, 
Cliff McDougall, Mike Lally, Allen 
Mathews, Jerry Uhlick, William Lal- 
ly, ‘Weather or No,’ Col. 

Esther Howard, untitled Andy 
Clyde short, Col. 

Charles Judels, Dean Jagger, J. 
Carroll Naish, Frank Puglia, ‘Song 
of the City,’ MG. 
we Kinsky, ‘Some Day Soon,’ 


Lionel Brahn, Barnett Parker, Fred 
Sewell, William Stack, Billy Bevans, 
‘Man in Possession,’ MG. 
on” Flaherty, ‘A Day at the Races,’ 


George Richelavie, technical direc- 
tor, ‘Madame Walewska,’ MG. 

June Lang, Michael Whalen, 
George Hassel, Gavin Muir, Lionel 
Pape, Brandon Hurst, ‘Wee Willie 
Winkie,’ 20-F. 

Pat O’Malley, Carl Faulkner, Frank 
Fanning, ‘Dead Yesterday,’ 20-F. 

Jimmy Lucas, Harry Harvey, Gary 
Breckner, ‘Wake Up and Live,’ 20-F. 


20-F. 

C. Henry Gordon, Howard Hick- 
man, Layne Tom, Jr., ‘Charlie Chan 
at the Olympics,’ 20-F. 

Mary Gordon, ‘That I May Live,’ 


Readied to start, by Walter Wanger unit: ‘VOGUES OF 1938,’ ‘CASTLES.| 20-F 


IN SPAIN,’ and ‘SUMMER LIGHTNING.’. Samuel Goldwyn unit: ‘THE 
WOMAN’S TOUCH,’ ‘HURRICANE,’ and ‘STELLA DALLAS,’ and in the 
Selznick-International unit are: ‘PRISONER OF ZENDA,’ ‘THE WORLD'S 
OUR OYSTER,’ and ‘ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER.’ 


- 
Universal 

Five in work, 8 editing, 8 preparing. In work? =) 

‘GIRL OVERBOARD,’ reported as ‘PERSON TO SON CALL,’ and 
‘WHEN. LOVE IS YOUNG,’ reported as ‘CLASS PROPHECY,’ Dec. 23; 
‘WE HAVE OUR MOMENTS,’ reported Nov, 30; ‘THE.STONES CRY OUT,’ 
reported Jan. 20. Started last week: *~ ; 

‘NIGHT KEY,’ produced by Robert Presnell, dire by Lloyd Corrigan, 
original story by William Pierce. Cast: Boris Karloff; Jean Rogers, Warren 
Hull, Hobart Cavanaugh, Samuel S. Hinds, Alan Baxter, David Oliver. 

Story centers around Karloff, who invents burglar alarm system out of 
which he is cheated by a friend who controls the burglar alarm combine. 
Years later the inventor devises a'new alarm that makes ones in practice 
obsolete. He sells it to the combine, but in the contract of sale there is no 
specified time as to when they must put it into practice. After waiting 
years for royalties the inventor’s patience becomes exhausted and, since 
he knows how the original invention is worked, he seeks revenge by em- 
ploying a crook to open many stores where the alarm system is installed. 
Gang of bank robbers learn of this and they force him to reveal the secret 
in breaking into a bank. ,This leads to arrest of not only the gang but the 
inventor, who is later exonerated after explaining the injustice done him. 


Readied to start: ‘THE ROAD BACK,’ ‘WINGS OVER HONOLULU,’ 
‘SHORT HAUL,’ ‘DELAY IN THE SUN,’ and ‘SMOKE TREE RANGE,’ 










Warners 


Nine in work, 19 editing, 12 preparing. In work: 

‘MARKED WOMAN,’ ‘THE PRINCE AND THE PAUPER,’ and ‘THE GO- 
GETTER,’ reported Variety, Dec. 16; ‘MARRY THE GIRL,” reported Dec. 
30; ‘DANCE, CHARLEY, DANCE,’ reported Jan. 20. Started last week: 

‘THE SINGING MARINE,’ produced by Sam Bischoff, directed by Ray 
Enright, screen play by Delmar Daves, songs by Al Dubin and Harry War- 
ren. Cast: Dick Powell, Doris Weston, Hugh Herbert, Allen Jenkins, Jes- 
sie Ralph, Lee Dixon, Marcia Ralston, Veda Ann Borg, Jane Wyman. 

Story centered around Dick Powell, bashful marine stationed at San 
Diego, who has fancied love affair with waitress. Too bashful to declare 
Both- have aspirations to 
sing on the radio and through series of situations they wind up in New 
York and meet as competitors on a national amateur radio program. 
Powell clicks while the girl flops. Reason for Powell’s applause is attrib- 
uted to the fact that he appeared on the stage in a marine uniform when 
half the audience is filled with marines. Success goes to his head, he wants 
to resign the service, but he has six more months to serve. An agent lines 
him up for a tour of the Orient. He clicks but finds the little gal from 
San Diego is also in, and the conquest to claim her builds the romance. 

‘KID GA}AHAD,’ produced by Henry Blanke, directed by Michael 
Curtiz, adapted from the Satevepost story of same name by Francis Wal- 
lace, screen play by Seton I. Miller. Cast: Edward G. Robinson, Bette 
Davis, Wayne Morris, Humphrey Bogart, Mary Maguire, Joe Cunning- 
ham, Harry Carey. 

Story reveals inside workings of prize fight promotion, depicting Robin- 
son as one on shady side who defies the entire fight machinery to gain his 
end. With Bette Davis as his secretary he involved with an 
opposition promoter who is trying to steal one of his fighters. Robinson 
takes on a slugging belihop and grooms him, building to a climax where 


(Continued on page 19) 





Jules Raucourt, Louis Mercier, 
‘Cafe Metropole,’ 20-F. 

Gary Breckner, “Time Out for Ro- 
mance,’ 20-F. 

Delmar Watson, ‘Michael Strogoff,’ 
RKO 


Al Fisher, Walter Miller, Sidney 
D’Albrook, ‘Wings of Mercy,’ RKO. 

Betty Grable, Patsy Lee, Parsons 
and Lowe, Hite & Stanley, ‘New 
Faces of 1937,’ RKO. 

Margaret Irving, Al St. John, ‘Out- 
casts of Poker Flat,’ RKO. 

Gertrude Purcell, ‘Behold the 
Bridegroom,’ RKO. 

Harry Ruskin, dialogue, ‘The Hit 


Parade,’ Rep. 

Beatrice Roberts, ‘Steel,’ Rep. 

Ralph Remley, Elisabeth Risdon, 
Maurice Moscovitch, Byron K. Feng- 
ler, Horace Love, Lelah Tyler, Bern- 
ard Suss, Helen Dickson, Mitchell 
Ingraham, Gloria Williams, Avrill 
Cameron, Nick Lukats, Terry Ray, 
Ralph Brooks, ‘The Years Are So 
Long,’ Par. 

Prince Lei Lani, Joe Akana, ‘Wai- 
kiki Wedding,’ Par. 

Alan Hale, Irving Pichel, Stanley 
Andrews, Frank Sully, Russell Hop- 
ton, Ben Blue, Tommy Bupp, ‘High, 
Wide and Handsome,’ Par. 

Howard Hickman, Jed Prouty, 
Hattie McDaniel, ‘Danger, Men Work- 
ing,’ Par. 

Jack Mulhall, Pierre Watkin, John 
Miller, Alex Schomberg, ‘Internes 
Can’t Take Money,’ Par. 

Ray Turner, ‘Murder Goes to Col- 
lege,’ Par. 

Robert Emmett, screen play, ‘West 
of the Rockies,’ GN. 

Robert Armstrong, Lyle Talbot, 
Anne Nagel, Fifi D’Orsay, Stanley 
Fields, ‘Three Legionnaires,’ Gen. 

Clarence Marks, Earle Snell and 
a Clymer, screen play, ‘Boy Blue,’ 

rin. 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Radio purchased ‘Ballyhoo Artist,’ 
original by Arthur T. Horman. 

Original story and screen play to 
‘The Port of Missing Men,’ by How- 
ard Estabrook, purchased by Mono- 
gram. 

‘When the Devil Drives,’ original 
by Wyndham Gittens, purchased by 
Metro. Lou Ostrow will produce. 

Columbia has acquired Paul Gal- 
lico’s Satevepost yarn, "Twas the 


Night Before Christmas’ for early 





production. 


John Hamilton, ‘50 Roads to Town,’ ’ 
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“PRIZE OF TH 


‘*Prize of the month for the best 
sustained suspense in a production 
goes to the GB picture ‘The 
Woman Alone’.”’ FILM DAILY 


‘‘The suspense is held throughout 
in one of the most gripping dramas 
to have come to the screen.’’ 


FILM CURB 


‘*Hitchcock’s gifts of suspense are 
brilliantly shown in this picture... 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD 


‘‘A powerfully dramatic film, one 
of the finest the screen has offered.”’ 


ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS 


‘‘A typical Hitchcock which should 
find plenty of receptive audiences.”’ 


MOTION PICTURE DAILY 


‘‘Competent and experienced hand 
of the director is apparent through- 
out this production, which is a smart 
one and executed in a business-like 
manner from start to finish.”’ 


VARIETY 


‘‘The picture builds up to a tre- 
mendous amount of suspense.’’ 


CHICAGO DAILY TIMES 







NTH!" 


















SYLVIA SIDNEY 
OSCAR HOMOLKA 


PAT rh 
ALONE 


with x 
JOHN LODERe DESMOND TESTER 
Directed by ALFRED HITCHCOCK y, 
from the novel by JOSEPH CONRAD : 


*Courtesy Walter Wanger Productions, Inc. 
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By Epes W. Sargent 





Pushing ‘Plough’ 

William Brown, of the RKO Albee, 
Providence, got off on a new angle 
for ‘The Plough and the Stars’ and 
got a nice business on a pix that 
some theatres are offering mereiy 
with a helpless gesture. Brown went 
after the Irish angle in a large way, 
and got a response. The Catholic 
Bishop, Keough, was invited to a pre- 
view. He did not come, but he sent 
his secretary and some other priests, 
who viewed the picture together with 
che officers of the Knights of Colum- 
bus, Ancient Order of Hibernians, 
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, and got 
posters into the club houses of these 
organizations. It proved to be a sure 

re. 

. From the highbrow angle on the 
same picture he sent ovt 200 study 
guides to the teachers of English in 
the schools and 50 to the State Col- 
lege of Education for Teachers. 
Sheets were posted in the Public 
Library and its several branches, and 

9,000 bookmarkers were distributed 
‘n these, the tie-in being the an- 
nouncement that Sean O’Casey’s 
hooks could be obtained from the 
library. Special sheets were also 
posted in the three colleges, Brown, 
Pembroke and Providence, and the 
instructors addressed their classes on 


‘Salem’ Campaigns 
Paramount has issued an unusually 
intelligent campaign book on ‘Maid 


of Salem,’ with a couple of swell | 


trade tieups and the announcement 
of a 16mm. trailer from Bell & How- 
ell that can be used in plenty of 
spots, is good for schools and culture 
societies and fine for lobby work. 

In addition there are plenty of ac- 
cessory novelties and some smart 
ballyhoo suggestions, including stress 
on a ‘Salem dinner’ to tout New Eng- 
land cookery in the hinterland. But 
there is no mention of the New Eng- 
land codfish dinner and only passing 
reference to the boiled dinner. If 
you want to hook in to the restau- 
rants, try the fish dinner, which is 
less well known than the corned beef 
dish. 

Here’s the recipe, which is better 
than it may sound: Quarter-inch 
cubes of sheer (larding) salt pork are 
tried out until they are a crisp 
brown. These are drained and the 
extracted lard is kept hot. Serve 
with steamed salt codfish, boiled po- 
tatoes, beets and onions, all served 
separately. Each diner helps himself 
in the proportions he fancies, hashes 


it all together, adds the pork scraps | 


and then the hot fat. Next morning 
it can be reheated, this time all 





the play and its picturization. 


Another picture to get promotion | 


was ‘The Flying Hostess’ with a} 
lavish display of parts and accessor- | 
ies in the lobby supplied by Ameri- 
can Airlines and a local flight com- 
pany. Trips on either route could 
be booked in the lobby, an attendant 
being in charge. Another good angle 
was a department store display of | 
clothing suitable for air trips, with | 
decorations also supplied by the air- | 


ways. Made biz here, too. 





Bridal Program 


Greenville, S. C. 
Fred Curdts, Ritz, cleverly blew 
up two coming pix by giving Sunday 
night theatre party for friend of his 
who is getting married soon. Pic- 
tures with appropriate titles were 
screened (‘The Man I Marry’ and 
‘Strangers on a Honeymoon’) and 
some 200 friends of bridegroom and 


manager were invited including, of | 


course, society editors of all local 
papers who puffed so-so pix in 
all chatter columns next day. 

Curdts plays all the angles. He re- 
cently offered a year’s pass to all 
kids with perfect attendance to 
Y.M.C.A. bible lectures now in prog- 
ress here. Story broke in papers 
here creating Ritz good-will among 
church goers. 

Ed Petite, Rivoli, inaugurated pro- 
gram idea several weeks back which 
he has ballyhooed into a Saturday 
morning s.r.o. event. Petite opens his 
house every Saturday morning at 
9 a.m., and it immediately becomes a 
kiddie’s paradise. House begins the 
unreeling of six animated cartoons 
(sometimes more) and at the usual 
opening hour the regular feature film 
goes on and house settles down to 
sked. Morning matinee draws moth- 
ers who give the feature a word-of- 
mouth build-up resulting in packed 
house all day Saturday. 





Freeman’s Idea 
Hartford, Conn. 


Zack Freeman, former manager Of | 


the Fox, Brooklyn, and now with the 
State theatre, is getting plenty of air 
time without paying a cent for watt- 
age that asks a high price in this 
community, because he is bringing to 
this city acts that at least mean much 
so far as names go. 


Newspaper advertising, radio an-| 


nouncements and window displays in 
some of the biggest stores go with 
the air time that Freedman is getting 


on reputation of his stage acts, Of-| 


fering advertisers stars for personal 
appearance on programs they spon- 
sor, the State is getting one half to 
two hours of time per week on the 


together, and served as ‘red flannel 
hash.’ Up in Maine the routine is the 


dinner Saturday and the hash Sun- | 


day morning. 
—and good. 


Anyhow it’s different 





Two from Tacoma 


Tacoma. 

General Manager Ned Edris and 
assistant Bill Connor, of the Ham- 
rick string, did a nifty piece of ex- 
ploitation in bringing the kids into 
line for a new serial. They staged a 
big Mickey Mouse and Minnie parade 
from the Union Depot with these 
characters sitting in the back of car 
headed by big Mickey Mouse band 
of 50 pieces and a large battery of 
youngsters following. Prizes were 
awarded the kids for the best ‘get- 
ups’ and the party was held in the 
largest Hamrick house, 
Box. The prizes were awarded, do- 
nations of local merchants, and the 
new ‘Dick Merriwell’ serial was 
flashed in addition to other features. 

With-G men, state police and all 
other officers in this section seeking 
the kidnaper and murderer of young 





William Mattson, local boy, Ham- 
'rick’s booked ‘Scareface’ the 
| Riviera and displayed in of 


at 
front 


'the house Al Capone’s $20,000 16- | 


cylinder bullet-proof limousine. 

It was a hookup that the people 
went for and brought up the grosses 
in this downtown two-feature first- 
run. After the billing was complete 
a bank robber held up a local bank 
here and got away with $3,000, which 
timed in well with the gangster pic- 
ture. 





Crashed a Short 


Baltimore. 
Herb Morgan, Metro’s shorts’ ex- 


Washington last week in behalf of 
new MGM short, ‘Servant of the Peo- 
ple,’ which concerns U. S. Constitu- 
tion and history of its drafting and 
espousal. ; 
Short had premiere at Capitol, 
Wash., last Friday (22). Night be- 
fore Morgan took a projector and the 
| film and started: showing pic on the 


side wall of the new $10,000,000 
Supreme Court Bldg. Horrified 


guards at site, who have been testy 
and jittery since gagsters last year 





iran a red flag up the flagpole in 
| place of Old Glory, figured another 


indignity -was being heaped on ‘em 
and their bldg. Cops were called, 
and the truck on which the projector 
was planted was given a_ parking 
summons. Police could figure no 
other way in which law was being 
bruised. 

Morgan argued that there was no 
more fitting place to show a film 





costliest of night hours. 
Estelle Taylor, Molly Picon, the Dun- 


can Sisters and many others and as) 


= | argued that since he was screening 
licity, on which he spends nothing | 


a result is reaping a harvest in pub- 


Po for his own advertising mighty 
ittle. 
Harris Brothers, is featuring basket- 
ball games between pictures and 
vaudeville, Bank Nights, Monogram 
Nights and for the first time in years 
here is actually making a flesh show 
pay for itself besides giving a profit 
to the theatre owners. 


Laurels for Seadler 


In 1934 Si Seadler, of Metro pub- 
licity, got the grand prize of Adver- 
tising and Selling, trade journal, for 
his obituary advertisement for Marie 
Dressler, published in VARIETY. 
_ He takes an encore in the Jan. 14 
‘issue of the same publication for his 
‘ew Year advertisement, also pub- 
lished in Varrety. It was the one) 
with the line ‘When the clock strikes | 
midnight thousands of exhibitors’ | 
wives will say ‘Happy M-G-M New 

ear.” Seadler rings the bell with | 
“amazing frequency, but Advertising | 
ind Selling regards this as one of | 
the tops, 


He's offered | 
|of the Supreme Court Bldg., that 


Freedman, operating for the) 


| zero, 


about the Constitution than the wall 
stalwart of the Constitution. Also 


it gratis for the large crowd gath- 


ered, he was doing a public service | 


along educational and patriotic lines. 
Cops finally broke it up however. 

Morgan got splashes in papers on 
stunt; wire services, too, 


Blizzard Help 
Minneapolis. 

With the temperature far below 
Carl Kreuger, U.A. exploiter, 
arranged a tie-up with Packard for 
a fleet of new 1937 models to tour 
the loop throughout the day with 
banners on the side of the cars in- 
viting the public to hail them and 
ride free to the Minnesota theatre 
to see ‘Beloved Enemy. Stunt at- 
tracted lots of attention. 


Two Shakespeares 
Bridgeport. 
Three-daying ‘Romeo and Juliet’ at 
$1.10 top, Morris Rosenthal, manager 
of Majestic (Loew-Poli), Oakleyed 
two Shakespeares living in Bridge- 
port. 





the Music | 


ploiteer, slipped across a good one in| 


Local Gal Makes Good 
Pittsburgh. 
John Goring, manager of Fulton. 


picked a natural tie-up in connection | 
| with his showing of U’s ‘Love Letters 


;of a Star.’ Flicker features and 
| marks screen debut of Polly Rowles, 


Free to Strikers 
Atlanta. 


Manager W. T. Murray, of Rialto! 


theatre, 
weekly free shows for Chevrolet as- 


has inaugurated series of | 
| 
| sembly plant workers out of jobs on) 


|local deb, who graduated from Car- | account of shutdown due to strike. | 
jnegie Tech drama school in June, | Scheme started when Murray invited | 
where she was Campus Queen last|a few of the idle down to Rialto to} 


| spring, and was dispatched to Coast 
| by talent scout month after receiving 
| her diploma. 

Goring contacted Tech’s Women’s 
| Scholarship Organization and had 
|them sponsor a ticket sale for group’s 
j;annual fund for aid of needy stu- 
|dents. At school getting rid of thou- 
|sands was a pushover. Fulton man- 
|ager gave them the ducats at a rate 
| under b.o. price and organization 
| sold them at regular scale. 

Fulton made efforts to fly Miss 
|Rowles in from Coast for opening 
|of flicker, but she was tied up in 
| production and couldn’t make it. Al- 
| though there are a flock of Tech 
drama grads in flickers, this is the 
| first time one has come through 
who’s still fresh in memory of cur- 
rent school generation. 


| see 


| hours 


| afford to spend that 


newsreel shots of strike taken 
in other cities. While he had ’em 
down there he showed ’em his cur- 
rent feature, too, and decided to 
make it a weekly affair. 

He runs program off before his 
regular starting time and about the 
only expense involved is a couple of 
overtime. No distinction is 
made between strikers and those who 
are willing to work but can’t on ac- 
count of shutdown. Rialto’s top price 
is 25c, but unemployed workers can’t 
much for en- 
tertainment when they're not work- 
ing. 

However, they’re not likely to for- 
get Murray’s thoughtfulness when 
they do get back on their 
have money to spend for entertain- 
ment, 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Pittsburgh. 

Warner Brothers rushing construc- 
|tion on their new nabe house in 
| Squirrel Hill district in order to open 
0.1 announced date, Feb. 12. Man- 
ager is Allen Davis, who moves from 
| Strand, Oakland. Jules Green, now 
|assistant at Sheridan Square, slated 
| to replace Davis at Strand. 
| Recent WB hikes in jobs include: 
| William Curry, from doorman at 
| Ritz, downtown, to manager of Lib- 
|erty in Sharon; 
|from assisant to managership of 
|Strand in Erie; Anthony Belcastro, 
|from assistant at State in Washing- 
ton, Pa., to managership of Washing- 
| ton, same town; Paul Kelber, from 
| office force to assistant to Ben Steer- 
man, head of contact department, 
and Frank Bownfield, from assistant 
|of Fairmont (W. Va.) theatre, to 
| manager of Virginia theatre in same 
city. 

Sam Honigberg is out as p.a. of 
| tiny Art Cinema, foreign film site 
| here, with Gabe Rubin, manager and 
operator, assuming publicity duties 
as well for balance of season. 





Charlotte, N. C. 
A compromise has been reached 


iin restraining order of J. Louis 
|Schrum and J. W. Abernethy, as 
guardian of his three children, 


versus G. G. Mitchell, local theatre 
operator, and Carl W. Ervin, Ca- 
tawba contractor, to prevent the the- 
atre man from changing the old Im- 
perial theatre building into commer- 
cial use other than for a motion pic- 
ture house, 

Mitchell, who operated the Im- 
| perial theatre since 1923, had closed 
it after opening the new State. He 
agreed to forfeit his lease on the 
Imperial building and pay to the 
plaintiffs $100 for damages to the 
building as a result of remodeling 
begun. 





Omaha. 
District Manager Evert R. Cum- 
|mings of the Tri-States Theatre 
| Corp. announced that the chain’s up- 





| 
‘town Paramount will close its doors 
| after run of ‘Charge of the Light 
| Brigade,’ current attraction. Un- 
| usually severe weather is given as 
| the main reason, but keeping. this 
| house open within past three years 
|for any length of time has been a 
| harrowing problem. 

Ted Emerson, who has been man- 
| aging the Par, becomes publicity and 
| advertising director for the Omaha 
| Tri-States district. Emerson  suc- 
| ceeds Charlie Schlaifer, who left to 
| take a position as publicity director 
/at the United Artists in San Fran- 
| cisco, 

Columbus, O 

State Supreme court here has re- 
fused to review the appeal of Loews. 
Canton, from lower court decisions 
awarding a $28,000 judgment to Car! 
C. Winafeld of Canton for injuries 
suffered when lumber being hoisted 
to the roof of the theatre building 
fell on him. 





San Francisco 
Charles Schlaifer of Omaha is the 
new flack at the United Artists Thea- 
tre here, replacing Mike Moloney, 
who returned to his former 
the publicity department at 
tieth Century-Fox last week. 


post in 


Twen- 





Winnipeg 
New Tower opened here Jan. 22 
| In the de luxe nabe class and owned 


iby Sam _ .tosenblatt. who already 
owns the Leland. 
Des Moine 
Central . States Theatres have 
Park and Lake theatres 


| Dought the 
at Clear Lake, Ia. 





William Rastetter, | 


- 


Lincoln. 
Second managerial switch in a 
week was put over hé@re this week 
when E. A. Patchen was ordered to 
Pueblo, Colo., to be city manager of 


the J. H. Cooper enterprises in that | 


spot. He was former publicity man 
with the same outfit here. Ike Hoig 


|}blem carrying 





Played the Lunchers 


Generally cooperation with the 
lunchgon clubs takes the form of 
some special happening at the lunch- 
eon, a visit from a stage act, a chat 
about the picture, or some similar 
interlude. But five different lunch- 
eon clubs were tied to one picture, 
each of the clubs being assigned one 
night between Monday and Friday, 
the officers of the clubs picking their 
days out of a hat. 

Handsomely painted reproductions 


of the club emblems were _ used 
across the top of the lobby front, 
backed by a display of flags and 


bunting, and signs urged patrons to 
visit the theatre the night their 
favorite club was honored, each em- 
a placard with the 
day named. A handsome trophy 
was to be awarded the club with 
the largest audience. 

Members were not asked to sell 
tickets, but they needed no urge to 
go out and talk up their night, and 


| the result was a succession of filled 


jobs and | 


| the special 


houses on nights when a 60% crowd 
was regarded as good. 

Each night there was a 20-minute 
interlude between the two. night 
shows with speakers from the club 
talking on their organization and 
objectives of the club 
such as Kiwanis’ boys work project. 
Care was taken to select a good pic- 


| ture rather than to use the idea to 
| put over a weakie, and there was no 


kick on this angle. 
Cooperation of the societies gave 


| a certain endorsement of the theatre 


| 
| 


gets the ad job, Gus Nelson becomes | 


personnel man and Johnny Nie- 
moth the Lincoln house manager, as 
everybody shoves up one file. 


A week ago Deland Mischnick was | biggest 
| sent by the opposition Westland The- | here in some time. 
Patchen re- 


atre string to Pueblo. 
places Walter Shutta, who has a new 
job, 





Cleveland. 
Bernard Polster and Max Lefko- 
vich, owners of 12 nabe houses, are 


| building another one with 1,600 ca- 


| pacity on west side to cost $160,000. 


| ing work next month on new build- 
| ing, which will include theatre, five 
| Store units and apartments on sec- 
| ond floor. Expected ready by sum- 
mer. House is within stone’s throw 
of combine’s West Park, but it will 
be turned into a foreign pix theatre 
operating only on week-ends, 





Los Angeles. 

Fox-West Coast managerial changes 
include: William R. Roberts from 
the Carleton, L, A., to the Fox, Bak- 
ersfield; Frank G. Heller from Bak- 
ersfield to United Artists, Inglewood, 
replacing R. J. Duke, who gets the 
Carleton ‘assignment; Henry W. 
Peters from the Golden Gate here to 
the Orpheum, San Diego; M. A. Ells- 
worth from the Fox, Florence, to the 
Golden Gate, with Charles Bowser, 
formerly in Long Beach, getting the 
Florence job. 





Lincoln. 
Jerry Zigmond, city manager of 
Lincoln Theatres Corp. here, is in 
Denver conferring with Division 
Manager L. J. Finske, and Walter 


for J. H. Cooper Enterprises. 

F. E. Klein remodeling the Rivoli, 
Osceola, Neb. 

Lord & Johnson, Inc., first time 
around in the show biz, opening the 
Home, Danbury, Neb. 

L. C. Ehlers, manager of Min- 
den, Minden, Neb., is new president 
of chamber of commerce there. 





Seattle. 
With vaude going to Orpheum 





| new 


from Music Hall, both Hamrick- 
Evergreen houses, Don Geddes 
moves to former as manager and 
Jim Clemmer vice versa. 

Leo L. Hartley here from S.F. as 
manager of Coliseum (Ever- 
green), succeeding George Appleby, 
transferred to Portland houses. 


Charles Barnes stays as asst. mgr. at | 


Coliseum. 


Omaha. 


Ralph Goldberg has recently ac- 
quired the Winn, 500-seat nabe 
| house, from the Winn Theatre Corp. 
|New house makes the fifth in the 
string of Goldberg Theatre Corp. 
neighborhood houses 


Louis Slusky has taken over onera- 
tion of the Gem theatre, 250- 
nabe, from Mrs. A. Hirs 


eat 


Vancouver. B. C. 

Larry New, assistant manager 
the Capitol, transferred by Famous 
Players to managership of the Wind- 
or theatre, suburban house. 


New York 


| Sidney Lehman, formerly of the 


etefi Saul Resnick as manager 
Buffalo UA exchange. 


of th 


| 
| 
| 


Shutta, city manager in Pueblo, Colo., | 


of 


, Washington UA sales force, to suc- | 


} 


| early 
| George H. Burrows, architect, start- | 


that had value long after the stunt 
was over. 





For Zukor Jubilee 


Omaha. 
Evert R. Cummings, divisional 
manager of Tri-States Theatre Corp., 
announced that his local houses 
would join in the celebration of the 
Zukor jubilee to make one of the 
promotional series staged 


Manager Ted Emerson will begin 
the campaign at the Paramount the- 
atre Jan. 27 by converting the 
nursery room of his lower lounge 
into a reproduction of the first the- 
atre built by Zukor. The miniature 
will be a 50-seater fitted with an- 
cient equipment to show one of the 
silents produced by Zukor. 
Atmosphere will be in true nickelo- 
deon style with a tinny piano, a 
drummer and a barker, 

The Omaha will give over its up- 
per mezzanine to a display of posters 
entered in a contest by school kids 
in connection with the _ jubilee. 


| Jimmy Schlatter, manager, will con- 


duct the contest and the display. 
Will hold the mez for a week begin- 
ning Jan. 28. 

Part of the Orpheum theatre in 
the celebration will be an outer 
lobby display showing progress of 
equipment and the productions for 
the past 25 years. Manager Bill 
Miskell is arranging to bring the 
display through the past in five-year 
periods, including silent projection 
machinery, disc equipment, and the 
modern sound-on-film along with 
stills from the Zukor productions of 
the corresponding periods, 





Sponsors on Skis 





Schenectady. 

Schenectady Winter Sports Club, a 
large and active organization, will 
sponsor the second full-length ski 
film, shown recently in a tieup with 
the Erie theatre, when ‘The Ski 
Chase’ is presented week of Feb. 2. 

A reduced admission rate will be 
in effect for the first screening, at 6 
p.m., and the regular scale will pre- 
vail at the 8:30 p.m. show. Film, 


_which has been shown at Hanover, 


N. H., and other ski centers, features 
Hannes Schneider and Leni Riefen- 
stahl, with Guzzi Lantschner and 


| Walter Riml, comedians of previous 
| picture, ‘Slalom,’ in the supporting 


cast. 
‘Pennies’ Again 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ has made 


| the grade with plenty of department 


stores since it was released, but it’s 


| something else again when so im- 


portant a concern as Jordan & Marsh 
in Boston takes nearly a quarter of 
a page to advertise that its birthday 
sale is pennies from heaven up to as 
much as $70 on a refrigerator. 
Picture was playing the State and 


Orpheum and Eddie Rosenbaum, 
working with Joe DiPesa and Joe 
Longo batted it over something 
that made conservative Boston pop 
its eyes, 
Nice Work 

One of the smartest pieces of pro- 
motion to come from Radio p res 
in some time is the announcement of 
the switch of the Disney cartoons to 
RKO release. It's a tint sheet about 
| insert card size, done in hand print 
and illustrated witt vignettes in 
color of the variou characters as- 
sociated with Mickey It is some- 
thing that il] be kept for its nove 
elty. 
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VARIETY Wednesday, January 27, 1937 
) 
scores of showmen have been waiting for! 
This is the week “Lloyds of London” is nationally 
released! 
i | : 7 
Having proved itself as a $2.00 attraction 
| in Hollywood and New York, “Lloyds” is now 
We demonstrating its mass appeal by holding over 
ie for two to three weeks in every pre-release, 
Lah ; ’ , 
2 | popular-price situation (including Radio City 
1 Music Hall). 3 
| i Grossing bigger in its hold-over-than the 8 
| i opening week of ordinary pictures. . 
| Showmen alive to their opportunities are dat- 
4 | | ing in. Lloyds’ for a minimum of double their usual 
ai) F ° 
i \ playing time! 
ail NATIONAL RELEASE WEEK OF 
‘it 
A. 
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Any U. S. Film Legislation Must 
Mark Time Pending Other Matters :°.2.02,c2s. nce. 





Washington, Jan. 26. 
Proponents of government film 
regulation and block-booking aboli- 
tion will be kept on the sidelines for 
some time as far as Congressional 
lecdcrs are concerned. 


With nearly a dozen restrictive 


measures aimed directly at pictures | 


in the hopper, chairmen of Senate 
and House committees handling such 
legislation displayed definite lack of 


enthusiasm for holding hearings or | 


otheswise considering merits of the 
legislation. General attitude seemed 
to be that many more important 
propositions are on the menu, while 


enough time was spent ‘ast year in} 
having oratorical marathons on the | 


need for government supervision of 
the film industry. 
Anti-Block Bill 

The general outlook is that the 
Neely anti-block-booking proposal 
has the best chance of getting seme- 
where. But it won’t go in a hurry. 
* Since last session this measure 
ceived favorable reports from both a 
sub-committee and the entire Inter- 
state Commerce Committee, likely it 
will reach the calendar again 
on. Svonsor, Senator M. M. Neelv. 
is confident. remarking he doesn’t 
introduce bills which he feels will 
be stymied. Nevertheless, no ar- 
ran*ements have been made thus far 
to tale up his proposition in com- 
mittee. 

The vista in the House is even 
darl:or for reformers. With a Cali- 
fornian at the throttle and a huge 
moss of measures on its docket. 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
groun in the lower chamber prob- 
ably won't have time to even dis- 
cuss picture bills informally for 
weeks to come. This gang is start- 


ine off right away with full commit- | 


tee hearin?’s on railroad legislation, 
has many business control and trans- 


portation matters on the fire. ar? 
will be kept busy well into the 
sprins, 


Throwing cold water. Chairman 
Clorence F. Lea said Saturdav (23) 


that no plans have been made yet} 


for annointment of special sub-com- 
mittees and his personal slant is that 
it will be impossible to find an ov- 
nort' ity to study film matters unr- 
less the session is unduly prolonged. 





Ind.’s Anti-Banko 
Indianapolis, Jan. 26. 
Bank night is doomed in Indiana 


if the present session of the legisla- | 


ture passes a bill introduced in the 
House of Representatives by Harry 
Muller, operator of the State, An- 
derson. Bill would prohibit opera- 
tion of lotteries in places where ad- 

mission is charged, and provides a 
fine of $50 to $100 for violation to 
which a jail sentence of six months 
mav be added. 

Muller states that his bill was 
air=1 at bank night in particular, 
and all other enterprises which take 
apyroximately $50,000 out of the 
State each week, without paying 
taxes to the state. 

Bank night in Indianavolis is con- 


fined to nabes and small downtown 
hous2s. 





To K.O. Bingo in Conn. 
Waterbury, Jan. 26. 
Bill banning bingo and 


ree) 


later | 


similar | 


‘traveling entertainments by county 
commissioners. 
on dog and horse racing would be 
| made legal through passage of an- 
| other bill. 





| The question of the legality of the 


| $45 old age pension amendment, 

passed at the last general election, 
| 
| has been put up to the state supreme 
|court by the state administration. 
If the court rules the 
must be put into effect, it is ex- 
| pected the legislators will tax every- 
| thing in sight. Bills and titles 
bills have been introduced to cover 
nearly every possible tax source, 
and only complete opposition of the 
industry involved can prevent many 
of the bills becoming laws. 

Ia.’s Anti-Bank, Suit Bills 

Des Moines, Jan. 26. 
| Rep. William Treimer is 


amendment | 


of | 


More ‘Ecstasy’ Suits 





Eureka Productions, Inc., on Satur- 


to appeal to the U. S. supreme court 
| from the recent decision of the lower 
| court in denying an order to compel 


Pari-mutuel betting | Governor Lehman and others to al- 


| low the showing of the motion pic- 


|ture ‘Ecstasy’ in New York State. 
Bes:des Gov. Lehman, other de- 





| started by 


'fendants named in the action are At- 


torney General Jonn Bennett, Jr.. 
| Frank Graves, commissioner of e€du- 
ication, and Irwin Esmond, director of 
the motion picture division of the 
State Department of Education. 


DUALS INVADE 





having | 
the attorney general's office prepare | 


a proposed bill for the Iowa legis-| 


| lature outlawing bank nights and 
| suit clubs. Although bank nights 
| have been going along without diffi- 
culty since the Iowa supreme court 
reversed a lower court decision and 
| called them, as now operated, legal, 
i suit clubs have taken the state by 


storm lately and the bill is directed | 


| against them principally. 


| 
| 





} 


‘DEC. PICTURE STOCK 
‘TRADING WAS SLOW 


Washington, Jan. 26. 
| Film trading by insiders was slow 
_during December, according to this 
|} week’s Securities and Exchange 
Commission transactions report. 
Only reeent deals showing up were 
|purchase of 35 shares of Loew’s 
|common by Arthur M. Loew’s hold- 
|ing company and exchange of 20 
|shares of 20th Century-Fox preferred 
for 25 shares of common by Mrs. 
|Felix Jenkins, wife of company of- 
| ficer. 
| Semi-monthly report showed At- 
\tilio H. Giannini held no stock in 
| Columbia Pictures at the end of 1935, 
|Former Senator Daniel O. Hastings 
| held 1,000 shares of old Fox A com- 
mon when company’s securities were 
|registered 18 months ago and St. 
| Louis Amus, Co. owned 5,839 Class A 
and 15,060 Blass B Warner Bros. 
| paper on July 1, 1935. 


BROWNE, DEMPSEY MUST 
BE EXAM. IN 10G CLAIM 


George E. Browne, president, and 
Fred J. Dempsey, secretary, of 
IATSE, were directed Saturday (23) 
_to appear Feb. 15 for examination 
before trial of the suit against the 
organization brought by N. Arthur 
Phillips, attorney, for $10,000 for 
services. 

Phillips claimed IATSE owes the 
; amount for work he did for the as- 
| sociation during the period of April 
17, 1934 and December 15, 1935. 























St. Loo Realignment 
St. Louis, Jan. 26. 


fames, expected to be introduced to| Acquisition of Shady Oak, Webster 
Connecticut General Assembly short- | Groves, Mo., and Richmond, Rich- 
ly, will find house managers lobby- | mond Heights, Mo., by Fanchon & 
ing both for and against measure. | Marco has resulted in general shift- 
Theatres now using bingo, screeno | ing of personnel. Edward Williams, 
and their variations w'l battle | brought here from San Jose, Cal., to 
against bill, while houses not using | Manage recently shuttered Shubert- 
the games will support it strongly. Rialto, moves into Shady Oak as 

Lawyers differ as to whether or | Major domo. Richard Fitzwilliams, 





not State’s present laws don’t out- 
law bingo, but no real showdown 
has come yet. Predominance of 


small-town legislators in State Gen- | 


eral Assembly is expected to aid 
bill's passage. Measure probably will 
be presented in next week or two. 





Colo.’s Old-Age Raps 
Denver, Jan. 26. 
Faced with the possible necessity 
of raising the old age pension from 


$30 to $45 a month, numerous taxa- | 


tion bills have been tossed into the 
hopper in the Colorado legislature. 
The one that will be fought by every 


theatre owner and employee is the | 
tax on all | 


one that provides a 20% 
admissions. Another bill, to be sup- 
ported and opposed by theatremen. 
would tax theatres holding give- 


aw ays, 


tax on the person winning any of the 
pl iZe@s, 


One bill, introduced by title only, | 


would have to do with the licensing 


of tent shows, carnivals, circuses and | 


The bill would also place a! 


}~ mgr. at St. Louis theatre, be- 
Buck, chief of service at Ambassador, 
upped to asst. mgr. at St. Louis, and 
| Clyde Brown, mgr. of Orpheum, 
| closed several weeks ago because of 
failure of F&M to obtain concessions 
from IATSE in personnel at this 


| house and Shubert-Rialto, has been 


| made asst. to Harry Crawford, mgr. | 


' at Ambassador. 


| tricts in St. Louis County and are 
| reputed to be money makers. 
| 


| C. W. BUNN’S TRIP 


C. W. Bunn, general sales manager 
| for Electrical Research Products, 
Inc., left Saturday (23) for the Coast 
where he will confer with ERPI's 
west coast representatives. 





comes manager of Richmond. Paul | 


CHICAGO LOGP 


Chicago, Jan. 26. 
First real invasion of the loop by 
double features will take place on 
Feb. 15, when Jones, Linick & 





national Mutoscope Reel Co., Inc., 
and Will H. Hays, it was learned 
Friday (22) when the defendants | 
lasked N. Y Supreme Court Judge 


| 


| 


Schaefer takes over operation of the | 


McVickers. House will play regu- 
lar twin bills on a full-week stand, 
rating in the last ‘A’ week of pre- 
release in the city’s clearance’ setup. 
Admission top for this release week 
is 55c. 

Booking of the house will be by 
Balaban & Katz, which has _ the 
actual lease on the property, the 
operation being turned over to J. L. 
& S. on a straight 50-50 deal plus 
operating fee. 

All policies for the McVickers are 
on a trial-and-error basis, with a 
possibility the house will go vaud- 
film when the State-Lake passes 
into B. & K. hands on May 1. An- 
other angle which may change the 
McVickers policy is the effect the 
double bills will have on the two 
B. & K. houses on Randolph street, 
Apollo and Garrick. Both of these 
spots have been doing well lately. 





Nabe Property Owners 
Favor Mad. Av. Theatre 


Albany, Jan. 26. 

Henry Phipps Estates won the fight 
for a permit to operate a 600-seat 
theatre at Madison avenue and 62d 
street, N. Y., in the Court of Appeals. 
The court affirmed the order of Su- 
preme Court Justice John F. Carew 
directing N. Y. License Commissioner 
Paul Moss to issue the permit. 

Commissioner Moss, backed by the 
Fifth Avenue Association, a syna- 
gogue, a boys’ private school and sev- 
eral clubs, refused the permit on the 
ground a theatre would be detrimen- 
tal to the neighborhood; adversely af- 
fect prevailing high class retail de- 
velopment of Madison avenue, and 
aggravate the traffic problem near 
the Queensboro bridge. The Phipps 
Estates had the support of many 
neighboring property owners. 

No structural changes of the front 
of the building, which has been idle 
for five years and on which the own- 
ers have paid $12,000 in taxes, are 
planned. 








Harry Milstein Quits NSS 
Los Angeles, Jan. 26. 
Harry Milstein has resigned as 
branch manager for National Screen 
|\Service after three and one-half 
years service. 


He plans to enter business for him- 
self. 























Par Unloosens Prize Coin for Its 


Sales Drive Due 


Pix Invention Claim 








Suit for $50,000 damages has been 
William S. Weinberger, 
inventor, against Thomas A. Edison 
Inc., Eastman ‘i:odak Co.,-Inc., Inter- 


Lydon to direct the plaintiff supply 
further details of his allegations. 
Weinberger claims the defendants 
appropriated models which he in- 
vented for use in the making of mo- 
tion pictures. In requesting details, 
Milton K. Robinson, assistant secre- 
tary of Eastman Kodak, requests that 
the plaintiff tell whether his inven- 
tions were patented in this country, 
and if so, whether any of the U. S. 
patents have been infringed upon. 


READE’S TAKEOVERS 








Asbury Park, N. J., Jan. 26. 
Walter Reade took over Conven- 
tion Hall and Casino on boardwalk 
here last week (23). Five-year lease 
with city gives Reade virtual free 


rein an beachfront buildings which | 


have been white elephants to tax- 
payers since erection in 1928. 
Under Reade’s terms the city will 


| receive 20% of gross from entertain- 


ment features in both buildings, ex- 
cept when he splits on a percentage 
basis with transient theatrical com- 
pany, grand opera company or name 
bands. 

With the contract went rental re- 
duction for the Paramount, a Reade 
house which occupies one-half the 
Convention Hall. City agreed to 
drop of $15,000 yearly from original 
$55,000 figure. If admissions go back 


to pre-depression peak, clause in 
contract will automatically raise 
rent. 


City fathers reserved right to keep 
Convention Hall open to general 
public for one hour each day during 
summer season, and may secure 
building for visiting conventions by 
giving Reade 30 days’ notice. 

Contract will curtail city’s seasonal 
entertainment program, but Reade 
is bound to publicize buildings in all 
his theatres, on his billboards and 
over airlanes. 

Mayor Clarence F. Hetrick said 
‘The purpose of the whole thing is 
to broaden the attractions at this re- 
sort with the hope of making mor< 
money for the city.’ 





Mayer’s New One at 
B’way and 49th, N. Y. 


Arthur Mayer, operator of the 
Rialto theatre, N. Y., is considering 
taking over the southwest corner of 
49th street and Broadway as another 
film theatre site. Hart Realty Co., 
present holders, admits negotiations 
are on and adds that several others 
are interested in the parcel for the- 
atre or night club use. 

Location is the site of old Church- 
ill’s restaurant. For past several 
years it has housed a Chinese eatery 
in the main portion and several 
stores and music publishers in the 
remaining space. 





+ 


‘| Cinema since ‘Zwei Herzen.’ 





Adbixce Produttio+g Chart 


«Continued from page 15) 

Robinson believes the kid is in love with his secretary and places all 
obstacles to keep him from getting anywhere. The kid clears this up, too 
late, and Robinson is taken for a ride by the gang that is fighting his 


| practices of the fight ring. 


New houses acquired are located | 
|in thickly populated residential dis- | 


Plans to be away from home office 


| for at least a month, visiting Chi- 
cago, Kansas City and other key 
| spots on his way west and returning 
to N. Y. by the way of the south. 


j 


‘PUBLIC WEDDING,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by Nick Grinde, 
original story by Houston Branch, screen play, Roy Chanslor. Cast: Ri- 
cardo Cortez, Jane Wyman, Marie Wilson, Dick Purcell, Berton Church- 


| ill, Raymond Hatton, Eddie Acuff. 


Story concerns band of carnival grifters who tour the country with a 


| whale. Their venture is about to flop when one of the younger chaps in 


the company with exploitation ideas decides on staging a public wedding 
to attract the crowds. 

‘TALENT SCOUT,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by Louis King. 
Screen play by George R. Bilson, William Jacobs and John Pearson. Cast: 
Donald Woods, Jeanne Madden, Fred Lawrence, Rosalind Marquis, Joseph 
Crehan, Charles Halton, John Harron, Mary Treen, David Carlyle. 

Story reveals workings of Hollywood talent-seeking machinery, in which 
all illegitimate contests are exposed as warning to countless victims, who 
fall for transient and local promotions as a means for breaking into pic- 
tures. 

Readied to start: ‘BLACK WIDOW,’ ‘THE GENTLEMAN FROM KIM- 
BERLEY,’ ‘THE STORY OF EMILE ZOLA,’ and ‘BEETHOVEN,’ 


to Gen'l Competish 


Originally setting no prizes for the 
Paramount Silver Jubilee sales drive 
and never announcing any to the 
trade, conservative dollar-watching 
elements in Par have since agreed to 
cash and other awards, it is learned. 
Prizes to which conservatives have 
capitulated are very small, however, 
compared with bonuses of Par in the 
past and those of other companies. 

For the district bringing best re- 
| sults the prize will be $650, the high- 
est exchange, $600; salesmen with 
best record, $500, and $200 for ad 
sales managers with highest sales. In 
addition, the salesman bringing in the 
best business in each of the 12 sales 
districts will receive a wrist watch. 

Decision to encourage men ir the 
field with prizes may have been part- 
ly forced by the fact that many other 
companies are competing with the 
Silver Jubilee by putting on drives 
of their own, all with prizes. These 
include Warner Bros. with prizes of 
around $40,000; the S. R. Kent 20th- 
Fox drive; the United Artists push, 
first for this company; Columbia's 
(Abe) Montague Sweepstakes and 
| the Herman Gluckman-Republic 
drive. 

With so many sales pushes Gn at 
the same time, theatre operators and 
buyers are placed in the position of 
| having to try to take care of too 
| many distributors who are fighting 
| for bunched dates, increased playing 
| time and additional sales of features, 
| shorts and accessories. 





St. John’s Jubilee 

Los Angeles, Jan. 26. 
Republic will stage a sales drive 
through February, March and April. 
Week of March 6 has been desig- 
nated in L.A. and San Francisco 
areas as Floyd St. John Jubilee 
Week to commemorate St. John’s 
20th yvear as a Republic franchise 
holder in California. 
Drive in L.A. 
Francis Bateman’s 

branch manager. 


Exhib Turns Distrib 
Of Arty Film Subject 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 26. 
As result of showing of ‘Cloistered’ 
at his tiny Art Cinema, Gabe Rubin, 
manager and operator of house, has 
taken convent flicker for distribution 
in this territory. He'll peddle it 
throughout district for pre-Lenten 
season, at the same time, however, 
continuing to operate his foreign film 
site. ’ 
‘Cloistered’ is now in fifth week 
here, breaking all run records at Art 
Should 
get at least couple of more in 200- 
seat house. Rubin expects to keep 
going this season until midsummer, 
later closing than usual, due to long 
string of product already lined up. 


Devine’s Nat'l, L’ ville 


Indianapolis, Jan. 26. 

Tom Devine, manager of the local 
Indiana Roof ballroom, has taken 
over the operation of the National 
theatre, Louisville, and intends open- 
ing Feb. 5, if flood waters permit. 
Devine will continue to operate his 
dance ballroom here, and is sending 
his son, Jack, and Ace Berry, former 
manager of the Indiana and Circle 
theatres, to the southern city to run 
Policy wili be pictures 


will 
first 


celebrate 
apni as 











the house. 
and stage show. 

Devine has long had the itch to get 
into the picture business as an ex- 
hibitor, and was negotiating for the 
3,300-seat Indiana here, which was 
opened for a four-week run by Mon- 
arch theatres, closing last Thurs- 
iday (21). 

Harry Burkarth and his orchestra, 
|; who have been working the Indiana 
Roof as a dance band, will be sent to 

Billy 





|the National pit by Devine. 
|Diamond is booking acts from Chi- 
|cago, which Devine plans to aug- 
;}ment with bands familiar to him 
| through his four years of operating 
the local ballroom. 


GUS ROGERS’ $2,500 FEES 
Gustavus A. Rogers as chairman 
| of the Class A Stockholders Protec- 
tive Committee of Fox Theatres on 
Saturday (23) was allowed $2,500 on 
his claim of $10,000 for counsel fees 
by Federal Circuit Judge Martin T. 


\M 
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WARNING! 


Keep an eye on the wife's 
checking account after she sees 
this one— it’s got the kind of 
style ideas they can’t resist! 
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SLAUDE RAINS « IAN HUNTER - ALISON SKIPWORTH 
1d Alexander D’Arcy « Directed by Michael Curtiz for 


WARNER BROS. 


Nga * 


——== 


a Rte rn . 























= 











Wednesday, January 27, 1937 








—_—_— 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 21 








Allied Board Meeting in Balto 


Routine; Clear Decks for Milw kee 





Baltimore, Jan. 26. 

Allied Exhibs held annual board 
meeting here last Thursday (21) and 
Friday. Sessions rather tame, with 
most of work done just table-clear- 
ing and priming for the national 
convention, set for Milwaukee, to be 
held either first or second week in 


May 

About 55 Allied members attended 
powwow here, being either officers, 
regional reps or board members. 
Only absentee of import was Aaron 
Saperstein, of Chicago, who was so- 
journing in Miami. 

Whole list of officers returned in- 
tact to posts for another year: 
Nathan Yamins, pres.; Abram F. 
Myeis. chairman and general coun- 
sel, Herman A. Blum, secretary and 
treasurer; Henderson M. Richey, cor- 
responding secretary. Yamins_ at 
first refused to boss Allied for an- 
other stretch, pleading pressure of 
other and personal business matters. 
Members. however, worked on him 
and finally got him to consent to 
being returned to office. 

On excellent authority it is under- 
stood that the convention here is 
warming up a campaign that will 
blossom fully and openly when the 
bunch convenes in Milwaukee. Allied 
will ask all exhibs in country to 
stop signaturing film contracts for 
’27 and ‘38 in advance of the start 
of those actual seasons. Allied 
thoucht is that this practice tends to 
constantly tilt film rentals; organiza- 
tion plans to point out to exhibs that 
their rentals are constantly being 
ballooned, and will suggest adoption 
of new idea .as possible means of 
curtailment. 

The Patman Bill, due up in Con- 
gress this sit-in, got heavy endorse- 
ment from the Allied execs; group 
has always warred against compul- 
sory block-booking, with emphasis 
only on the ‘compulsory.’ 

Press was barred from the meet- 
ings. 

Invitations to the Milaukee meet- 
ing in May are going to be offered 
to all exhibs at large, whether Allied 
men or not. Expected at least 500 
will attend. 


N.Y. Fans Have 


Plenty of Voting 
To Do Nowadays 


next. 





Plans to give theatre patrons more 
to say on the type of entertainment 
they want and also express opinions 
on features in vogue at present are 
under way for the N. Y. Paramount 
and Loew circuit in Greater N. Y. 
Loew’s plans to reach more than 
1,000,000 fans in 50 theatres in the 
city and suburbs via a questionnaire 
in the Loew program-houseorgan, 
The Moviegoer. Fans will be asked 
to name three favorite male and fe- 
male stars, three whom they dislike 
most, also featured players they 
would like to see in star roles, se- 
lections for 10 best pictures in: 1936, 
express opinions on double bills, 
screeno, bank night and all other 
forms of audience games, and a 
dozen or more questions on particu- 
lar likes and dislikes. If the poll is 
Successful in N. Y. and provides a 
representative cross-section it will be 
taken annually and extended to 40 
or more cities and reach around 
4,500,000 people. 

N. Y. Paramount will continue the 
band balloting policy it inaugurated 
last year. ..dde* to that will be a 
favorite son: ballot, the 20 leading 
Songs for the weck will be listed, 
Cards distributed, a> * Don Baker, at 
the organ, wili oblige. 





WINS EJECTION SUIT 


Des Moines, Jan. 26. 
A district court jury in Burling- 
ton, Ia., returned a verdict for the 
defense in the suit of Mrs. Gladys 
White, colored, against the Avon. 
She had asked damages of $2.500, 
Charging she was ejected forcibly 
from a performance by a police of- 
ficer ofter she had refused to change 
to the section reserved for Negroes. 
Defense denied force had been used 
and contended a refund of her ticket 

purchase price had been offered. 


o 





Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany. 


Contemporary Historians, Ine., Man- 
hattan; theatrical business; capita! stock, 
100 shares, $1 par value. Incorporators: 


David Klinger, Myer D. Mermin, Ger- 
trude Tarle, all of 61 Broadway, New 
York City 

Lawder, Skinner, Inc., Manhattan: the- 


atrical business; capital stock, 
$1 par value Incorporators 
Levy, John D. Schwartz. 
ill of 11 Broadway, New 


150 shares 
George B. 
Dorothy Sturz, 
York City 


Charles Hepp and Catherine Hepp, both 
of 6218 Crystal street, Chicago, Ill, 
New York; 
entertainment, 
400 shares, $100 par 

Lincoln E. Kirstein, 637 
Madison avenue, New York City: George 
Cc Kerstein, c/o Bloomingdale’s, 59th 
sireet and Lexington avenue, New York 
City; Leonard W. Wallstein, Jr., 3: 
Broadway. New York City. 

Duplication Film Corp. of 
Bronx; motion picture 
stock, 200 shares, 100 par value Incor- 
porators: Nathan Gottleib, Clara R. 
Rosenblatt, Leon Berman, all of 152 West 
42nd street, New York City. 

Sphinx Film Corp., Manhattan; motion 
picture business; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Mollie Siegel, Nathan Siegel, Jr., Jean- 
nette Dolgin, all of 1775 Broadway, New 
York City 

Arista 


Ballet Caravan, Inc., 
ness of furnishing 
capital stock, 
Incorporators: 


busi- 
etc. ; 
value 





9929 
“00 


America, 
business; capital 


Amusement Corp., 
theatrical business; 
shares, no par. value. Incorporators: 
Ruth Weinberg, Eva Schlosberg, Ethel 
Kesselman, all of 220 Fifth avenue, New 
York City. 

Half Moon Theatre Corp., New York: 


Manhattan; 
capital stock, 200 


theatrical business; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par. value. Incorporators: 
Ruth Benjamin, Stanley Levine, Thomas 
Pecorella, all of 1501 Broadway, New 


York City, 
A. W. B. Amusement Corp., Manhat- 
tan; theatrical business; capital stock, 
50 shares, $100 par value. Incorporators: 
Sol Feder, J. Arthur Lehmann, Barnet 
Kaufman, all of 545 Fifth avenue, New 
York City. 

The Marconel Corp., Manhattan: the- 
atrical business; capital stock, 70 shares, 


no par value. Incorporators: Mare 
Connelly, Bela Blau, Rose Lader, all of 
11. East 44th street, New York City. 


Tepfield Amusement Corp., New York; 
amusements of all kinds; capital stock, 
50 shares, $100 par value. Incorporators: 
Ben J, Tepper, 11 West 42nd street, New 
York City; Maxwell S. Garfield, 1505 
Ocean avenue, Brooklyn; David L. Trask, 
as genes 122nd street, Rockaway Park, 


Regal Amplifier Mfg. Corp., New York; 
general radio broadcasting business; 
capital stock, 100 shares, $100 par value. 
Incorporators: Fred L. Whritner, 313 
Clinton avenue, Brooklyn; John J, Me- 
Elroy, 1177 Lexington avenue, New York 
City; David A, Folger, 307 Columbus ave- 


nue, New York City. 

Crossbay Veledrome, Ine., New York: 
amusement enterprises of all kinds; 
capital stock, 200 shares: 100 preferred, 
3100 par value; 100 common, no par 
value. Incorporators: Fred J. Ader, 
1715 East Seventh street, Brooklyn; Al- 
bert Santo, 918 Quentin road, Brooklyn; 
Antonio Idonis, 701 Dunne court, 


Brooklyn, 


Harry A. Romm, Ine., Manhattan; the- 
atrical business; capital stock, 200 shares, 
no par value. Ineorporators: Harry A. 
Romm, 110 Riverside drive, New York 
City; Leonard Romm, 1011 Carroll place, 
Bronx; Jennie Godeck, 40 West &4th 
street, New York City. 

Rowchar Productions, Inc., Manhattan: 
theatrical business; capital stock, 100 





| Rugar Heads Colo. Ass’n 


John A. Rugar, elected president 
of the Intermountain Theatres Ass’n 
at annual meeting held here Mon- 
day (25). He succeeds Stanley Rob- 
bins. 

Other officers elected: Vincent A. 
Gilhool, v.p., Beverly S. Clendenin, 
secretary-treasurer. 

Named directors: Rugar, Gilhool, 
M. F. Harris, Stanley Rich, Joseph 
L. Lawrence, A. F. Johnson, and J. J. 
Gillette. 








WARNERS’ 13-WEEK NET 


PROFIT AT $2,047,936 


Bros. Pictures, 
companies for 


Warner 
subsidiary 


Inc., and 
the 13 


| weeks ending Nov. 28 last report a 


Two Six One West Forty Seven Street 
Corp., Manhattan; theatrical business; 
capital stock, 100 shares, no par value. 
Incorporators: Louis § Aldrich, Ann 
Martin, May Gordon all of 321 West . ~ , 
44th street. New York Citi net operating profit of $2,047,936. 

| . . 

Richard If, fIne., Manhattan; motion | This is after all charges except 
_— business, capital stock, 100 | Federal surtaxes on undistributed 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
William J. Bratter, Rose Lader. Henri- 
ette Colman, all of 11 East 44th street, 
New York City. 

French Village,’ Inc., Troy: operate 
night clubs, ete.: capital stock, 100 
shares, $10 par value. Incorporators: 
Celia Levy, 65 Marshland court, Troy; 





earnings. These earnings are equiva- 
lent to 52c. per share on 3,701,090 
shares of common stock outstanding 
after allowance for current dividend 
requirements on preferred stock. 

The earnings are equivalent to 
$19.86 per share on 103,107 shares of 
preferred stock outstanding. The 
company is in arrears in dividends 
on this stock at Dec. 1 last, amount- 
ing to $18.28 per share. 

For a corresponding period, 1935, 
the company showed a net operating 
profit of $1,031,315. 

Net profit from operations for the 
quarter ending Nov. 28, 1936, before 
amortization, depreciation and taxes 
amounted to $3,897,842.60. During 
this period $92,725.18 was credited to 
deficit account. 

Cash and working assets of com- 
pany are put at $3,292,775; accounts 
and notes receivable, $1,911,495; in- 
ventories, $19,041,384. Fixed assets 
(properties, owned, leased and 
equipment), $136,254,901. 

Total amount of optional con- 
vertible 6% debentures, 1939 series, 
outstanding as of Nov. 28, 1936 was 
$32,000,000. Of this amount $529,000 
is held in company’s treasury. 

Company’s deficit as of Nov. 28, 
1936 is $8,328,486. Current liabilities 


of the company are $20,672,021; 
funded and long term debt (in- 
cluding $4,812,896 of bonds and 
mortgages maturing within one 


year) amounts to $75,809,191. Reserve 
for contingencies, $1,540,000; deferred 
credits, $2,100,714. 


Chi Exchanges Call 


_——- 


Allied Buying 


Corp. a Gag and Wont Sell Except 
To Owners Direct; Legal Showdown 








Dearborn (Chi) Pool 


Chicago, Jan. 26. 
Settlement has been reached 
the fought-over northside Dearborn, 


with Harry Balaban and Jones, Lin- 


on 


|ick & Schaefer calling off their fight | 


|for the house, and setting up a deal 
| for joint operation. 

While details not yet concluded, it 
| will probably work out by having 
| the Balabans book the house while 
J. L. & S. will operate, the entire 
setup on a straight 50-50 deal. 


WB REFINANCING 
PLAN; 925,000 
NEW COMMON 


Warner Bros, is perfecting plans 
whereby new common stock will be 
issued and offered to present stock- 
holders in order to provide addi- 
tional working capital. Present plan 
is to offer approximately 925,000 
shares of new common (of same par 
as present common) on a basis of 
one new share for each four Warner 
old common held, with the subscrip- 
tion price tentatively placed at $12.50 
per share. 

While the exact price at which 
the new will be issued will depend 
largely on conditions and the price 
of the common on the N. Y. stock 
exchange at the time the actual 
offering is made, Wall Street is con- 
vineed that old stockholders would 
be given the right to buy at around 








shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Rosemary A Doran, 325 Fay avenue, 
Elizabeth, N. J.; Edna M. Clough, 222 
Paulison avenue, Passaic, N. J.; Arthur 
E. Muller, 38 Brentwood avenue, West 
New Brighton, S. I. 

Flanders Corp., Manhattan; theatrical 
business; capital stock, 100 shares, no 
par value. Incorporators: David 
Klinger, Russell H. Wilde, Howard A, 
Seitz, all of 61 Broadway, New York City. 


Soto Theatres Corp., Manhattan; the- 
atrical business; capital stock, 200 shares, 
$100 par value. Incorporators: Samuel 
Spachner, Michael Goldreyer, Ralph 
—, all of 1501 Broadway, New York 
City 


y. 

Entertainment Features, Ine., Manhat- 
tan; general theatrical and radio busi- 
ness; capital stock, 100 shares, no par 
value. Incorporators: Rose C. Kroener, 
235 East 22nd street, New York City; 
Magdalena F, Baumann, 2336 Gleason 
place, Bronx; Jerome Katz, 1813 Phelan 
place, Bronx. 

Kimball Amusement Corp., Yonkers: 
motion picture business; capital stock, 56 
shares, $100 par value. Incorporators: 
Sylvia A. Hart and Milton Hart, both of 
22 Watson avenue, Ossining; Charles G. 





Meier, 195 Main street, Ossining. 





Circuits Regard N. Y. Indies’ Stand 
On Giveaways as One o Those Things 





Statement from the Independent 
Theatre Owners Association that the 


organization would not abandon 
giveaways until major circuits 
boosted their admission scale was 
viewed by numerous major spokes- 
|men as simply going through the 
|motions. Some were inclined to 





idoubt the sincerity of the ITOA|° 8 ee, 
j |own association membership. 


| build-up. 
|cials decided that the traffic would 
bear a general admission hike, major 
theatre chair executives see no rea- 
son for making such a concession in 


return for any promise offered by 
the indie association. 
Aside from doubting if any ex- 


tended lifting of the admittance scale 


Reason is that even if circuit offi- | 





| giveaways 
usual exceptions to the full member- | 


execs, 


cles that independent groups have 


attempted to get Loew to abandon | 


giveaways in the past in exchange 
for concessions by the major circuit. 
While Loew chieftains were inclined 
to agree at the outset, they rejected 
such proposals when the indie offi- 
cials acknowledged they could not 
guarantee 100% support from their 


That is what the majors feel they 
would have to contend with 
pact, providing for their own price 
hiking in return for abandoning 
by ITOA members. 


ship are sure to crop out, say major 
and these most often are at 
houses where the independent oppo- 
sition is a competing Loew or RKO 


is justified currently, the ITOA | thearre. 

(Brandt) offer to abandor. © eaways Average admission scale for the 
has not been received w..h favor |} two major chains in New York City 
generally by major execs. Past ex- | now between 30c and 40c, with the 
perience in dealing with certain in- | latter figure prevailing in numerous 
die group is that some could not | neighborhood theatres. It is all that 
control their own members business justifies at the present time, 

Generally known in industry cir- |say industry spokesmen. 


. 


in any | 


The | 


12%. Action of traders who de- 
flated the price of the present com- 
mon on the big board from above 
$17 to $16 and lower when plans be- 
came known bore out this belief. 


Present arrangements for floating 
additional stock, which have not 
been finally closed, replace the origi- 
nal proposals for refunding the com- 
pany’s $31,491,000 6% debentures at 
a lower rate of interest. This pos- 
sibly will be done later. 

New common offering will provide 
money for increased film production 
and other corporate purposes. Hay- 
den, Stone & Co, will be chief under- 
writers in group of investment bank- 
ers to handle the proposition, 





TOUGH HOMBRES 


Greenville, S. C., Grows Its Negro 
Janitors Sturdy 








Greenville, S. C., Jan. 26. 


Greenville pic houses seem to have 
hit a new high in hardy Negro jani- 
tors. Some time back janitor at Caro- 
lina received a severe gash on one 
of his feet. Told that it should be 
sewed up the Negro left at once and 
returned that same evening with a 
foot full of self-administered cotton 
thread stitches, Foot now O. K. 


Dusky janitor at Ritz reported to 
work last week and went about du- 
ties with usual gusto. Asked what 
was wrong with the back of his head 
by Manager Fred Curdts, who saw an 
enormous bump there, he replied. 
| ‘Jest a scratch.’ Taken to the doctor 
he found to have had a frac- 
tured skull for two days. He wanted 
to go back to work. The doctor sent 
him to the hospital. 








was 





$100,000 FIRE SUITS 

Memphis, Jan. 26. 

Three suits were filed at 
Springs, Ark., aggregating $100,000 
against Sidney M. Nutt, Sr., and his 
son, Sidney M. Nutt, Jr., of the old 
Princess theatre, by Julia P. Saun- 
Jack Love and Mrs. Hattie Mae 
Kendall, guests in a rooming house 


ae! 


the rear of the Princess theatre 

hich was destroyed by fire Christ- | 
mas morning, causing the deaths of 
}four persons. Theatre also burned 


Hot | 


> — 


Chicago, Jan. 26. 
Battle lines are being drawn al- 
ready between the Allied indie ex- 
hib organization and the individual 
exchange leader: 


in town following 


ithe Allied plan to rebuild its de- 
| funct buying circuit during the com- 
ing picture selling season. Allied’s 
plan is to form a corporation which 
would hold one share of stock in the 
|theatres for which the circuit would 
buy and book pictures. 

This stock corporation deal by Al- 
lied is designed to circumvent the 
decision of the exchanges not to sell 
| product to anyone not an owner of 
|the theatre. This original move on 
the part of the exchanges was 
strictly to kill off buying circuits, 
which they believe to be too power- 
ful as unfair to the exchanges. 

But whether the Allied stock cor- 
poration deal would be permitted by 
the individual exchange managers is 
the question, and it now appears that 
the distributors are not going to okay 
the Allied buying corporation. They 
claim that it’s strictly a gag, and as 
such does not meet the requirements 
set up by the exchanges. 

Exchange boys state that the 
stock setup doesn’t jibe, since the 
one or two shares of stock represents 
an extremely small portion of the 
theatre ascets, and as such does not 
represent a genuine interest. Ex- 
change managers each feel that only 
the person who owns the majority 
or even largest portion of the stock 
in the theatre for the controlling in- 
terest can be rightfully called the 
‘owner’ of the theatre; and that next 
spring the salesmen will be permit- 
ted to make picture deals only with 
‘owners’ or those whe own the con- 
trolling shares in the theatres. 


Allied Not Kidding 


Allied,. however, is understood 
really determined to put through its 
buying circuit this coming season; 
ane if necessary the indie exhib 
group is ready to go into court on 
the question. The Indies feel that 
the decision of the exchange man- 
agers not to sell to outside buying 
circuits is unfair and constitutes re- 
straint of trade. Indies claim that as 
long as the exhibitors designate the 
buying circuit heads as their proper 
agents in negotiating for product, 
that the circuit is entirely legal and 
the exchanges cannot refuse to sell 
pictures to the buying group. 

Allied was almost ready to jump 
into the law courts with the buying 
circuit case last spring, but the indie 
exhibs were too tied up with other 
questions and had to postpone that 
battle. Other questions were those 
eoncerning the return of double fea- 
tures to Chicagu by Balaban & Katz, 
and also B. & K.’s campaign for an 
additional week of clearance be- 
tween the ‘C’ houses at 30c and the 
first week of general release spots at 
two bits. B. & K. did bring in dou- 
ble features, but backed down on 
th week-in-between matter. 


THEA. TRAILER PART OF 
RADIO-FILM EXCHANGE 


Memphis, Jan. 26. 

WHBQ, Memphis, has just closed 
two-way deal for a daily 10-minute 
broadcast for M. A. Lightman’s 
string of Memphis theatres. Pro- 
gram, ‘Screenland Review,’ hits air 
at 5:35 p. m. and tie-in film trailers 
are shown at Lightman’s 10 theatres, 
two downtown first-run houses and 
eight neighborhoods. 

It’s second series WHBQ has 
broadcast for theatre group. 


Simple Rites for Boly 


























Simple funeral rites for Richard 


| Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
who died Jan. 17, 


Boleslawski, were 


held in St. Augustine’s church in 
Culver City, Jan. 19. 

| Interment was made in Calvary 

|cemetery. Pall bearers were Allen 
3irmingham, Robert Montgomery, 

| Frank Morgan. Gilbert Emery, Mar- 


| cus Goodrich, Dr. Moncoeur March, 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Garbo’s Bootifool Fade 

Greta Garbo dies beautifully in ‘Camille.’ You can actually see her do 
jt, sense the precise moment when her lovely spirit leaves her fascinating 
clay. Though it’s Robert Taylor himself who’s talking awful dramatic at 
the moment, you pass him up. You don’t pay any attention. to Taylor. 
It’s Garbo’s face that absorbs you. It grabs at you all through ‘Camille,’ 
but it’s got you complete; you're all tied up when she dies. Complete, even 
though it looks like she’s going to take quite a time dying, loping and 
staggering from bed to chair and back again. It’s a magnificent face; 
death, and canny lighting and photography, revealing its epic bone struc- 
ture, showing you that its baffling allure has solid foundation—it’s struc- 
tural, architectural and not, as you may have feared, disbelieving, some- 
thing you just made up. 

Garbo in ‘Camille’ shows up Dietrich in anything as a smooth mask with 
interesting hollows in her cheeks and a low voice that reads ‘yes’ with a 
rising inflection. Garbo in ‘Camille’ has character and shading and, sur- 
prisingly, warmth. You don’t just admire her in ‘Camille’-—you like her. 
You find her human at last. You are actually, actively, sorry for her— 
not does she sacrifice any of her natural dignity to win your sympathy. 
It’s that, in ‘Camille,’ she realizes her potentialities as a great actress. 
She no longer need depend upon a provocative personality; now every 
nuance has meaning, is felt, is true. 

Adrian Out-Garbs Himself 

There is fine showmanship in the externals of her portrait. Just as her 
cough grows progressively more frequent, chilling you the first time you 
hear it with its portent of doom and reiterating its ominous message each 
succeeding time, so does the color of her costumes change from white in 
the carefree beginning, to gray when the forces of tragedy gather momen- 
tum, until at last sable black with all its dark meaning appears. First, in 
an all black velvet dress and large black hat that she wears for her jour- 
ney to the country. Then, when it seems that she is to be happy, white 
again in cannily picturesque lawn dresses with only a black cloak to re- 
mind you her fate is sealed; black again after her renunciation—shimmer- 
ing black net with sequins, but black. For her death, so that you are not 
too miserable and may find solace in something, a white gown, ecclesias- 
tical in feeling with its monk’s cowl, sending you to religion, there to take 
courage to bear it. Adrian has never been more touching, nor, fortui- 
tously, more decorative. Garbo’s coiffure also acts: the frivolous curled 
bangs that cover her forehead in the beginning are gradually lifted until 
at the end the whole serenity of her brow is revealed; there is something 
spiritual about this process too. 

Lenore Ulric, new to pictures, shows Laura Hope Crews, who’s been in 
pictures a lot, that an actress can register raucous vitality without becom- 
ing a noisy bore. Even Jessie Ralph is toned down in ‘Camille,’ which 
makes Miss Crews’ violently discordant carryings-on the more singular 
and distressing. 





Unadulterated ‘Smart Girls’ 

Pure youth rarely gets on the screen. The chances of its coming to the 
studio at all are few—since pure youth is not itself concerned with making 
a profession of its youthfulness—but still it is possible for it to arrive at 
the studio in its natural state, whereupon the usual treatment it meets is a 
good lousing up. In the processes of making a picture, it’s doomed to 
adulteration. 

Too much make-up, elaborate coiffures, fancy clothes, unsuitable scripts, 
insensitive direction—even glamour. Either Hollywood doesn’t under- 
stand children, or just doesn’t like them for themselves alone. Extraordi- 
narily precocious things are thought up for Shirley Temple to do, and her 
mass of curls is relentlessly cultivated. Bobby Breen is terribly emotional 
for a boy of his age, and his deep marcel waves are burnished to a blind- 
ing shine. Therefore the sympathetic and simple handling awarded 
Deanna Durbin in “Three Smart Girls’ is all the more remarkable, and the 
picture’s good taste virtually sensational. 

No attempt is made to make Miss Durbin look or act like Joan Craw- 
ford, nor read her lines like Myrna Loy. She is asked only to behave 
like what she is—a nice girl of 14. Realizing that she can’t sing all the 
time, and seeking something with which to fill in the gaps, her picture’s 
producers have hit upon the daring scheme of letting her natural bloom 
of youth suffice. 

And so Miss Durbin’s eyelashes are of a normal length and her lip rouge 
unobstrusive. She is given opportunity to be sweet and spirited; she is 
guarded from being cute. Her clothes are simple and suitable for her age; 
they have none of the strident salesmanship of a wardrobe selected by a 
stage mother. 

Of course, ‘Three Smart Girls’ has its glamour get-ups, all right, but 
such is the iconoclasm of the piece that they are all assigned to the vil- 
lainesses. The nice girls dress like nice girls—it is the dames who dress 
like picture actresses, who wear leopard-skin tunics with turbans to 
match. Binnie Barnes has, too, a pale tawny short fox jacket, which she 
wears over a dark cloth dress with a dark Oriental toque mystic with a 
beige veil; also an exotic coiffure built on Tudor headdress lines. Alice 
Brady as well looks very expensive in a deliberate way, but all it avails 
them is hisses and frustration. “Three Smart Girls’ goes for naivete and 
sincerity, but it can tell the real thing from the phoney. 





Miriam and Gert 

At least it can be said of Miriam Hopkins and Gertrude Lawrence in 
‘Men Are Not Gods,’ that they were never photographed more respectfully. 
Though what they are asked to do and feel does not make sense, they 
look as pretty as it is possible for Miriam Hopkins and Gertrude Lawrence 
to look. And also out of the shambles of ‘Men Are Not Gods,’ it may be 
discovered that Miss Lawrence is a knockout at giving out a lady with 
‘bearing’; that an American actress wedged in an English cast sounds 
gauche even with a southern accent; that though she may be an under- 
stater in her own country, in an English studio she can become infected 
with over-emphasis even though many of the English members of the cast 
are no longer so afflicted; that the artificial eyelashes appended to stars 
for close-ups over there are just as long and spidery as those used in 
Hollywood; that American store-bought clothes are very useful and are 
used. 


O'CONNOR SPARS WITH — 





Another Skater for Pix 


William Morris office is bringing 





EXECS ON WARING PIC over. sents | Brunner. European 
Saranac Lake Winter Carnival, | 
Hollywood, Jan. 26. | Feb. 12-14. 


Miss Brunner, originally prima bal- 
lerina of the Vienna Opera Co., won 
the world’s championship as pro- 

| fessional figure skater in 1932. She 

sails from Europe, Jan. 27. Morris 
office is also negotiating a picture 
contract. 


Johnny O’Connor, business rep for 
Fred Waring, trained eastward after 
Starting negotiations for couple of 
Picture detals. 

Several studios are dickering to 
use the band leader and his ork in 
a musical, to be built around his | 
radio activities. 








PAR’S ADMAN ACTOR 


John Patterson, former advertising 
| man in N. Y., has been signed by the 


VATORI BLOWS U 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Zeni Vatori, who worked in one 
Picture, ‘Magnificent Brute.’ under 
his Universal pact, asked for and 
received his release. 
He moves over to Warners for a 
Part in ‘Public Wedding.’ 


mount and sent to the Coast. 
Patterson was spotted because of 
his record as an orator and thespian 
while at Williams Callege, 
‘which he was graduated in 1932. 


eastern talent department of Para- | 








4 Par Writers Assigned 


| for three-week holiday with her hus- 





from | 


| 





Keeping Up with Jones 





Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Grover Jones, telling all in 
the Satevepost, may never zet 
around to his best one. Gag 
concerns an offer of $1,500 he 
got from a rival studio. He went 
to Par and asked them to match 
‘it. At the time he was getting 
$1,000 so Par said the next step- 
up would be $1,250. Jones held 





out for the $1,500. 

‘I know,’ he confessed, ‘that 
I’m not worth more than $100 a 
week, but I’m getting 10 times 
what I’m worth and I won't 
settle for anything less than 15.’ 

He got it. 


PAY BOOST FOR | 
WB LABORERS 











Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Pay for day laborers at Warners’ | 
Burbank studios has been volun- 
tarily upped 15c. per hour, with 
some 400 workers, who do not come 
under labor unien jurisdiction or 
the studio basic agreement, sharing 
in the boost. 

Under new scale, weekly wage for 
the laborers is boosted to 75c. per 
hour, or $27 per six-day week, as 
compared to $21.60 they have been 


drawing down for a six-hour, six- 
day week heretofore. 

Group affected by raise is same 
that received a $7 per man bonus 


last Christmas. 


RODGERS AND HART'S 
MUSICAL FOR LE ROY 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Dick Rodgers and Lorenz Hart 
have been ticketed by Mervyn Le- 
Roy to write book, lyrics and music 
for an original filmusical that he will 
produce for Warners. 

Film is scheduled to go into pro- 
duction following completion of Le- 
Roy’s ‘In the Deep South,’ starting 
this week, 











Lewis Seiler to Par 
For ‘Moon’ Pic Chore 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Never having worked off the Fox 
and 20th-Fox lots for several years, 
Lewis Seiler has been signed by 
Paramount to direct ‘Turn Off the 
Moon,’ from a story by Mildred Har- 
rington, which Fanchon (Fanchon 
and Marco) will direct. 
With starting date set for Feb. 8, 
Mary Carlisle, Eleanore Whitney 
and Johnny Downs head the cast. 








Steve Slick to Coast 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Steve Slick has arrived here from 
New York to sit in as assistant to 
Julian Johnson, at 20th-Fox, and as 
special editor and story scout for 
Sol Wurtzel units. 

Slick was formerly assistant to 
Franklyn Underwood in company’s 
N. Y. office. 





F. T. P. Actor for Pix 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Grant Richards, stage actor recent- 
ly appearing on the Coast in ‘Purple 
Is as Purple Does,’ Federal Theatre 
Project, has been signed to a picture 
contract. 


His two-way deal is between 
Emanuel Cohen and Paramount 
studio. 





Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Paramount set four writers last 
week to script forthcoming yarns. 
Harlan Ware was given ‘Turn Off 
the Moon,’ Brian Marlowe and Rob- 
ert Wyler, new Sophie Lang story, 
and Garnett Weston, first of the ‘Fu 
Manchu’ series. 





Jean Arthur East 
Hollywood, Jan. 26. 





Jean Arthur has gone to New York 


band, Frank J. Ross, Jr. 

Actress washed up retakes in ‘His- | 
tory Is Made at Night’ for Walter 
Wanger last week. 


Studios Backing Up New Color Roto ‘ 
Process in Winning Over the Dailies 





U’S B’WAY COMICS 


Both for 





Signs Lahr and House, 
DeSylva Musicals 
Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Following run of ‘Show Is On’ at| 
the Winter Garden in New York, | 
Bert Lahr will come here to fulfill | 
initial assignment under his Univer- | 
sal contract. He will go into a musi- | 
cal which will be produced by B. G. | 
DeSylva. Other films will follow his | 
initial chore. 
Billy House, comic, currently in 
“White Horse Inn’ on Broadway, is 
another signed to a termer by Uni- | 
versal, deal being set in New York. 
House reports to studio at close of 
the show and is tentatively slated for 
part in an untitled musical to be writ- 

ten and produced by B. G. DeSylva. 


MIKE ROUNDUP FOR 
WB ‘RADIO JAMBOREE’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Warners will cast many radio 
names, old and new, in the produc- 
tion of ‘Radio Jamboree’ as an elab- 
orate filmusical. 
George Bricker is working on the 
screen treatment of his original. 








j 








Edwin Mayer Whipping 
‘Buccaneer’ Into Shape 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Edwin Justus Mayer is writing a 
story, ‘The Buccaneer,’ which will be 
C. B. DeMille’s next production for 
Paramount. It concerns the life of 
the pirate-patriot LaFitte. 

Yarn will be contrived from ma- 
terial already compiled by Jeanie 
Macpherson and other DeMille writ- 
ers. Mayer will accompany pro- 
ducer, camera crew and research 
staff to New Orleans around Feb. 15. 








Rep. Adds Maestros 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Benny Goodman and Eddy Duchin 
have been added to cast of Repub- 
lic’s ‘The Hit Parade,’ going into 
production Feb. 8. 

Phil Regan and Frances Langford 
have top spots., Sammy Stept and 
Ned Washington are writing the 
tunes. 








American Tobacco Co. (Lucky 
Strike cigarets) has voiced some ob- 
jection east to the film utilizing 
Lucky’s ‘Hit Parade’ radio billing. 





MG Tests Nitery Gal 


Miami, Jan. 26. 

Vernie Cham, headlining the floor 
show at the Deauville Club, has been 
tested for spot in Metro’s ‘Broadway 
Melody of 1937,’ 

Tests were arranged by Roy Del 
Ruth, director of pic, now vacation- 
ing here. 





Allan Scott’s Legit 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

RKO has released Allan Scott tem- 
porarily so he may go to New York 
to write a play. He'll be gone until 
April 1. 

His last assignment was in collab- 
oration with Ernest Pagano on script 
of ‘Stepping Toes.’ 





Radio’s ‘Grand Gesture’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Alec Rackowe, mag writer, has 
been put under term writing con- 
tract by Columbia. 


His first assignment is to work on 


| his own story, ‘Grand Gesture, Ten 


Grand,’ purchased by studio last fall. 





Color photography for all varieties 
of still work has progressed to such 
an extent in workability and econ- 
omy that most major picture studios 
now are attempting to convince daily 
newspapers of its feasibility. Figure 
that this is essential if they are to 
cash in on the tinted photographs 
made and submitted to roto and Sun- 
day magazine editors. 

Studio chiefs are so thoroughly 
sold on all phases of color camera 
work (for star stills) that at least 
one picture company now has a crew 
of men touring the country attempt- 
ing to persuade hard-shelled roto- 
gravure experts and old-line engrav- 
ers that tinted photos are practical. 
They are convinced that color en- 
hances the value of star publicity 
cuts in newspapers and now are 
fighting to break the ice with pub- 
lishers and printers who are not so 
easily persuaded. Old bugaboo of 
attempting something new, pointing 
out how easily the new methods can 
be-adapted and definitely showing 
where the cost is nominal in view 
of added returns, is all a part of this 
missionary campaign attempted by 
Hollywood execs. 

Metro has a couple of scouts now 
visiting newspaper plants in all sec- 
tions of the U. S. in an effort to get 
support of the color idea. 

One color system, Dufay, now that 
major studios are swinging over to 
tinting in taking of still photographs, 
claims to have developed a color 
method for practical use up to 20- 
line portraits or shots, with expecta- 
tion that the 23-line job will be 
ready shortly. 

In New York, the Sunday Mirror, 
World-Telegram and Sunday News 
(at times) have used the Dufay sys- 
tem, along with other papers nation- 
ally. 


Irene Castle Will 
Work on Life Story 
For Astaire-Rogers 








Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Mrs. Irene Castle McLaughlin has 
been engaged by RKO to act as tech- 
nical director and assist on the script 
of the life story of the Vernon 

Castles, which studio will produce. 
It will serve as a starring vehicle 
for Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers, 
following completion of Astaire’s 
solo pic for RKO, ‘Damsel in Dis- 
tress.. Pandro Berman will produce. 


‘H’ WOOD HOTEL’ SET FOR 
STARTING GUN AT WB 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ goes into pro- 
duction at Warners, Thursday (28). 
Dick Powell, Joan Blondell, Hugh 
Herbert and Gloria Dickson are so 
far cast. 


Jerry Wald and Maurice Leo con- 
cocted screen yarn. 











WB After Montgomery 
For Davies’ ‘Since Eve’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Robert Montgomery is being sought 
by Warners on loan from Metro for 
lead opposite Marion Davies in 
‘Ever Since Eve,’ slated to go into 
production Feb. 15, with Lloyd 
Bacon directing. 


Story is an original by Gene Baker 
and Margaret Lee, screen play by 
Lawrence Riley, Earl Baldwin, Lillie 
Hayward and Jerry Wald. 








HAAD’S FIRST PIC CHORE 


William Haad, iron worker, has 
left for Hollywood with a contract 
from Warner Bros. First assignment 





Miss Farmer Back at Par 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 


Frances Farmer is returning to 


| Paramount to play femme lead op- 


posite Fred MacMurray in ‘Exclu- 
sive,’ a newspaper yarn. 
Alexander Hall will direct from 


Jack Moffitt’s story. 


will be in support of Bette Davis 
|}and Edward G. Robinson in ‘Kid 
| Galahad.’ 

| Prior to.a role in Norman Bel 
Geddes production of ‘Iron Men,’ 
| Haad had had no theatrical experi- 
lence. Performance in the role won 
him critical approbation and the WB 
ticket. N.Y. office of Zeppo Marx 
| agented. 
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Film Reviews 





SECRET VALLEY 


(Continued from page 13) 


cowbody who naturally triumphs 
single-handed. ; ; 

Arlen’s performance is unconvinc- 
ing, much below his par. He stalks 
through earlier scenes. Perhaps the 
director told him to, but Arlen over- 
does it. Virginia Grey, purported to 
be 19 years old, shows rare promise 
as the city beauty in the west seek- 
ing a divorce. Turns in an even per- 
formance, despite sketchy close-ups. 

Sid Saylor and Willie Fung pro- 
vide a few light comedy scenes. Sup- 
port topped by Russell Hicks and 
Norman Willis is high class for a 
western of this sort. 

Dialog is of elementary type; 
seldom original. Charles Schoen- 
baum is best with his camera on the 
vista work. Wear. 


ACES WILD 


Cemmodere Pictures release of William 
Berke production. Stars Harry Carey and 


‘Sonny.’ Directed by Harry Fraser. Story 
by Monroe Talbot; film editer, Arthur A. 
Brooks: camera, Robert Cline. At Arena, 
N. Y., Jan. 17-19, ‘37, double bill. Run- 


ning time, 63 mins. 


Cheyenne Harry .....Harry Carey 


POG 24 0c Ses cceess ..Gertrude Messinger 
GTO... «06 0 do ondctecseecesess Himself 
PS owk sa coned.s hs 000500 F Oa * Phil Dunham 
Blacksmith .....ccicccccsccceses Ed Cassidy 
ES 6 dws abs 6060000008080 Chuck Morrison 
NOR oc ccccccessenese pav¥dveesed Ted Lorch 
| errr rrry Trt ee William MeCall 
Dit ach. os s obbbamaneees oa Roger Williams 
Whe Horne Benny. .....ccececesseecs Himself 

Harry Carey wrestles with his 


arch-enemy on a _ frail suspension 














JAMES 
McCALLION 


IN THE 
THEATRE GUILD’S” 


‘BUT FOR THE 
GRACE OF GOD’ 


AT THE 


GUILD THEATRE 
NEW YORK 


The Critics said: 


JOHN MASON BROWN, 
N. ¥. Eve Post: 


‘EXCELLENT.’ 


ROBERT COLEMAN, 
N. Y¥. Daily Mirror: 


‘OUTSTANDING.’ 


DOUGLAS GILBERT, 
N. Y. World-Telegram: 


‘A TALENTED YOUTH.’ 


BROOKS ATKINSON, 
N. Y. Times: 


‘PUNGENT ACTING.’ 


ROBERT BENCHLEY, 
New Yorker: 


‘ESPECIALLY GOOD.’ 


JOHN ANDERSON, 
N. Y¥. Eve Journal: 
‘AFFECTING, SHARP, 
IMAGINATIVE,’ 


BURNS MANTLE, 
Daily News: 
‘REALIZES PART AS COM- 
PLETELY AS AUTHOR 
COULD DEMAND.’ 


‘VARIBTY’: 
‘SPLENDID JOB, ASSIGN- 
MENT CARRIER KEEN 
THROUGHOUT EVERY 
PAGE OF .THE ACTING 
BOOK—HE TAKES EVERY- 
THING IN STRIDE.’ 


DIRECTION: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 





his 
several neat outdoor shots. 





rope bridge high above a turgid 
stream as the climax to ‘Aces Wild.’ 
Otherwise, this is an unusually dull 
western bearing every mark of 
quickie production, hurried prepara- 
tion ond more hasty direction and 
acting. Carey deserves plenty of 
praise for being able to survive the 
over-abundance of absurd situations, 
primary dialog and terrifying thes- 
pian efforts by his supporting cast. 
Film may be able to struggle along 
in some dual spots; that’s all. 

It's a toss-up as to which is weak- 
est—the dialog, acting or story writ- 
ing. Director can be overlooked be- 
cause he undoubtedly viewed the 
production as one of those things. 
Story at least keeps close to the tried 
and true oats opera formula, with 
the brutal outlaw, who was too easy 
on the trigger, the mysterious mine 
and the phoney money-in-the-vault 
gag. It is all put together in un- 
related fashion. 

Aside from Carey, a fave in these 
wide-open dramas, and his horse, 
‘Sonny,’ support contains innumer- 
able unknowns even to standard 
westerns. Gertrude Messinger, who 
has been seen’ in some outdoor epics, 
is better than usual, but has little 
to do. Ted Lorch, as the outlaw 
leader, weurs a trick moustache and 
otherwise disports himself as an old- 
time villain. Phil Dunham, from 
short comedies, is a newspaper edi- 
tor, which is a tip-off as to the cast 
strength. 

Dialog is so rudimentary that at 
times it seems unbelievable. Such 
choice nifties as ‘So you're trying to 
bribe me; shame on you,’ ‘You and I 
never did get along,’ ‘Yeh, I know 
we don’t speak the same language, 
‘It's you or me; there can’t be both 
of us in this town,’ “The sun’s in 
your eyes for the last time,’ ‘To your 
horses, en! ‘Come with me’ and 
‘Get goin,’ men,’ dot the unfolding of 
this saga of the sagebrush country. 
Robert Cline does fair enough with 
camera, considering, grabbing 
Wear. 


MASKERADE 


(‘Masauerade in Vienna’) 
(WITH SONGS) 
(AUSTRIAN MADE) 


George Kraska release of Sascha-Tobis 


production. Stars Paul Wessely, Anton 
Walbrook. Directed hy Willy Forst. 
Scenario, Walter Reisch; music, Willy 
Schmidt-Gentner. At Sith St. Playhouse, 
NM. -v..-den. 2 °S?: Running time, 90 
mins, 

Leopoldine Dur............ Paula Wessely 
Pee idemeck ...ccccccsece -.- Anton Walbrook 
Prof. Carl Harrandt......... Peter Petersen 
1, PERC Creer Ti CitT eT Hilde von Stolz 
Musical Director....cecesses Walter Janssen 
pO RS eee ececess+-Olga Tschekowa 
Comnteme Mie cccsccccewedecsecscd Julia Serda 


er eT Pee eee Lee Hans Moser 





(In German, with English Titles) 
A year and a half ago Metro made 
‘Escapade’ (William Powell, Luise 
Rainer) out of this Viennese pro- 
duction, and there couldn't be any 
mistake where it came from. Reisch’s 
yarn was taken over lock, stock and 
barrel. So were the scenes, most of 
the music (including a reproduction 
of Caruso’s voice), and even the 
makeup of the cast. Which is quite 
a compliment, from a U. S. view- 
point, to ‘Masquerade in Vienna.’ 
And deservedly so. Pic represents 
a beautifully balanced yarn, ingre- 
dient for ingredient, from the Con- 
tinental viewpoint, aside from which 
it has one ace Hollywood quality— 
it’s a cut-to-order piece for starring 
assignments. Importation of the orig- 
inal should do okay on the class cir- 
cuit, abetted by the exploitation 
angle that it was prize-winner at the 
Venice Biennial Exposition. 
Comparisons between MGM’s opus 
and the original are like comparing 
two peas in a pod, with the excep- 
tion that Luise Rainer and Paula 
Wessely materially differ in the 
femme starring role. The script is 
the same, but Miss Wessely’s work 


Rainer’s was, although the former, 
like the latter, used it as first major 
film assignment. The ‘Poldi Dur’ 
character of Miss Wessely. in brief, 
is more typically German-Austrian, 
with the comedy arising not so much 
in emotional fireworks as in a run- 
ning fire of comical sotto voce chat- 
ter. For Miss Wessely this style is 
a takeover from the legit stage, fit- 
ting as antly into Continental pix, 
but for Hollywood it'll lack interest. 
Sotto voce stuff hinges on situations, 
which is the European way of doing 
things, while emotionalism allows 
better starrer freedom, which is what 
the American marquee wants. 

Anton Walbrook (now with RKO 
in America) does a crack job as the 
ne’er-do-well artist whose semi- 
nudes occasion a web of mistaken 
identities. Peter Petersen is the doc- 
tor, while Hilde von Stolz is his wife, 
and Olga Tschekowa has the role of 
the jealous socialite who attempts to 
shoot the amorous dauber. ‘MGM's 
trio here was Frank Morgan, Vir- 
ginia Bruce and Mady Christians, all 
of whom strikingly resemble the 
Austrian actors). Turn in uniformly 
good chores, with the rest of the sup- 
vort rating ditto. Some of the actual 
background scenes were incorporated 
bodily by Metro into its Hollywood 
production. 

Forst’s direction is tops. Forst 
previously was an actor, ‘Masquer- 








ade’ representing his first stint on 








the other side of lens; also his most 





is less a showcase brand than Miss 


distinguished to date, since this pic- 
ture was first produced two years 
ago. Photography and production 
are neat. - 

Yarn is a beauty in the German- 
Austrian sense, and the slight changes 
in emphasis that MGM madé still 
leave the original in beaucoup es- 
teem. Representing a cross between 
costume drama, farce, and mistaken 
identity, it has what it takes in the 
Continental method of reckoning. 

Edga. 


Wild Horse Round-Up 


(WITH SONGS) 
\mbassador release of Maurice Conn pro- 
duction Stars Kermit Maynard. Directed 
by Alkan James. From a story by James 








Curwoed., Supervised by Martin G. Conn, 
Screenplay. Jou. 4)’ Donnell: songs and 
lyrics, Connie Lee; camera, Arthur Reed; 
editor, Richard G Wray. At the Arena, 
N. Y., on a double bill, Jan. 22, 233, ‘37. 
Running time, SS mins. 
Jack Benson..............Kermit Maynard 
PemGhs WPMRMee. 2 cc cccteceveses< Betty Lioyd 
3 a a ees Dickie Jones 
CHOPS DORM. «oc ccccesecsees ice John Merton 
me a ET RCT CTO ee eee Frank Hagney 
PRR A toon cavers eatiavenebel Roger Williams 
 PPPETVETELIL TL TTTTTTTT Tre Dick Curtis 
See nb te vee kabel Bud Buster 
Another of those westerns in 


which the hero rides a white horse 
and does a flying mount, but with a 
little more meat on its bones than 
the average, though the foundation 
is the rein of terror motif. Bad men 
want to get hold of a valley because 
a railroad is to run through, and 
seek the win through acts of out- 
lawry. Young hero rides in, be- 
friends the persecuted heroine, who 
is led to mistrust him by the villain, 
but he comes through and the rail- 
road goes through another valley, so 
they can live on the ranch in domes- 
tic bliss. Also differs from the usual 
in that the girl gets a job of work 
now and then instead of merely pas- 
sively posing as the love objective. 
In other words, it’s a little better 
than the average western, except for 
the photography, which is almost 
uniformly bad. Locale is a horse 
ranch, with too many horse drives, 
all looking alike, and a brisk battle 
between wild stallions, partly hidden 
in the heavy dust kicked up, which 
tones it down for the women. One 
fist fight, using all the standard 
gestures, but the gun fighting is more 
like a Mexican fiesta than a powder 
duel. 

Maynard carries the story well, 
aided by fair direction, and there 
are some who like precocious small 
boys. Dickie Moore is not as pes- 
tiferous as the average, but he 
doesn’t help much because the char- 
acter is too badly written. Betty 
Lloyd is a looker when ihe camera 
gets her right, which is not often, 
and the heavies are played with the 
skill which comes of long practice in 
practically the same roles. A little 
more work on the script might have 
made this stand out. 

Three songs are casually intro- 
duced. ‘Ki-yippee’ has a good tune, 
and might be worked into something. 
The others, ‘Shadows on the Trail’ 
and ‘Men of the Saddle,’ are unimpor- 
tant. Sound registration surprisingly 
good for this type of picture. Chic. 


CALIFORNIA MAIL 


(WITH SONG) 


Warner Bros. production and 
Features Dick Foran, Linda Perry. Di- 
rected by Noel Smith. Screen play, Roy 
Chanslor and Harold Buckley; photography, 
Ted McCord; editor, Deug Gould; dialog 
director, Gus Shy; songs, M. K. Jerome 
and Jack Scholl. 


release. 


Running time, 56 mins. 


Bill Harkins....cccccscccccces:s Dick Foran 
Mary Tolliver. .ccccccccccceses Linda Perry 
Roy Banton....cccccessoes S0002000 Ed Cobb 
Bard Banton......++.6 eccececce Milton Kibbee 
Sam Harrison......seses eeaes- tom Brower 
DAW. ccssrscecccosccscssos «++--James Farley 
THOMPSON... ccccccccccsccoecs Edward Keane 
POU. . cscdcccccocecsecssccees Rill Hendricks 
Sheriff...... Conc cccsercecceces Wilfred Lucas 
TIM. c cccccccccccccecscesovcesees Cliff Saum 
BAKES. cc cccvcecvecsecscsccecseses Gene Alsace 
RUG. . occ cccccccoccqcceeccesess Glen Strange 
WOR, . soc vccd ceesihscetcte ss Bob Woodward 
POTS URED «co owe cnet ccdeuys veces Fred Burns 





Dick Foran, who warbles best of 
all the celluloid cowhands and car- 
ries the Warner Bros. load in the 
western field, roughs his way 
through another short hour in ‘Cali- 
fornia Mail.’ He only sings one song, 
called ‘Love Begins at Evening,’ 
music and lyrics by M. K. Jerome 
and Jack Scholl. /Tune is oke, but 
music sounds very much like ‘Waters 
of Minnetonka.’ 

With the obviously increased 
shooting budget, more competent 
staff, and trimmings of a major com- 
pany, these westerns continue mak- 
ing the same mistakes as are seen in 
the quickies. In this one a stage 
coach surrounded by road agents 
and full of passengers is charged full 
tilt by Foran’s avenging horsemen, 
who fire into the backs of each 
other's necks as well as directly at 
the stage. Even a 12-year-old knows 
better than that. Foran’s fighting, 
after the rough and tumble rep he’s 
supposed to have, needs the story on 
his side all the way to squeeze him 
out with a win. 

‘Mail’ will have little trouble, how- 
ever, because Foran’s popularity is 
gaining with each pic. The WB lot, 
which is knee-deep in beauts, has no 
trouble in furnishing the femme 
decorations—this time Linda Perry, 
who’s not so bad. She goes spiff on 
the. duds, too, a couple of sets she 
wears looking better than anything 
in the mail order catalog. 

Ed Cobb, the rat of the piece, is a 
good workman, and is sidekicked by 
Milton Kibbee. Camera handling is 
neat and there’s a gob of fine run- 
ning shots. Pace is at sprint all the 











way. Barn. 


CONELICT 


Universal release of Trem Carr preduc- 
tien. Features Jehn Wayne, Jean Rogers. 
Directed by David Howard. Screen play, 
Charles Logue and Walter Weems frem 
story by Jack London; camera, A. J. Stout. 





At Glebe, N. Y., week Jan. 18, ‘37. Run- 
ning time, 60 mins. 

Pat ..cccccccccscccccvcceccsses John Wayne 
Maude ...... Gabeoccusoceéceete Jean Rogers 
TOMMP ccsdcicces Seescoccecse Tommy Bupp 
Bplder cccccccsacccccescesescs Eddie Borden 
DO sis cecvchedsvesszobe ...Frank Sheridan 
Carrigan ...cececescceceess-+... Ward Bond 
Ma Blake wcccccccecccccess Margaret Mann 
Sarr eeccecee errr r y Harry Wood 
City Editor .....+...++++-Bryant Washburn 
Malene ....... 00060 Oc cénrece Frank Hagney 





‘Conflict,’ based on London’s ‘The 
Abysmal Brute,’ parts John Wayne 
from his hay burner and substitutes 
a pair of boxing gloves. Changeover 
from oats opera chores to action 


racket of 1890's, is not very marked 


general setup is concerned, although 
the yarn rates as some improvement 
over Wayne’s assignments in 
great open spaces. Okay for the kid 
trade and male adventure fans on 
the double bills, but femme interest 
- the matter will probably be very 
ow. 

Trem Carr has mounted the film 
reasonably well, ringing in trivia of 
the more raucous end of the mauve 
decade which help to build good 
background impressions. This, to 
some extent, serves to soften the 
feeling that the yarn, for all its 
superiority over the oats opera, is 
still a dated affair. Wayne is a 
crooked scrapper who goes moral 
Over an orphan kid, a blonde re- 
porter posing as a social worker, and 
the homey touches of a lumber camp. 
There are a couple of sidelight roles 
that spread out the web of the plot 
and inject some color. But the works 
is hemmed down to the purely ac- 
tion standard by the fact that the 
plot has no solid place for Jean 
Rogers. 

Wayne's performance is best when 
he saves a kid from drowning and 
when he’s slugging. Fight shots 
aren’t bad, and the mugg slapping 
between Wayne and Ward Bond, who 


role, look like the McCoy. Tommy 
Bupp is okay as the orphan toughey, 
while Eddie Borden rates likewise as 
the crooked p.a. who gets shot the 
minute he reforms. Jean Rogers 
can’t squeeze much out of her role, 
but there wasn’t much leeway for 
squeezing. Stout’s camera work is 
commendable. Edga. 


TAMING THE WILD 


Victory release of Ed W. Rote produc- 
tion. Features Rod LaRocque, Maxine 
Doyle, Barbara Pepper, Bryant Washburn, 
Reed Howes. Directed by Bob Hill. 
From Peter B. Kyne story ‘Shipmates’: 
screen play, Al Martin: supervisor, Sam 
Katzman; camera, Bill Hyer; editor, Earl 
Turner. Running time: 55 minutes. 

Dick Clayton Rod LaRoeque 


Cee e eee eens 





member of a dual bill, “Taming the 
Wild’ is a lame one. Dialog is 
stilted and most of the cast reads the 
lines as if unsure of the footing. 
First time around in many a day for 
Rod LaRocque, who gives the best 
account of himself and which is as 
should be according to the billing. 

Camera was bad on about a third 
of the shots, faulty lighting fogging 
the film. 

Story is a repeat on the head- 
strong heiress group. Maxine Doyle 
spends most of the film trying to 
outsprint the family lawyer, La- 
Rocque, who is attempting to pro- 
tect her. It’s a foregone conclu- 
sion that the two will finally wind up 
in a clinch, but nearly five reels 
elapse with the lawyer trying to 
keep her away from association with 
a group of racketeers who plan to 
take her. Barbara Pepper is a. 
night club dancer and Donald Kerr 
a comedy idea of a newspaperman, 
both, in fact, doing a burley on their 
assignments. 

Film yarn is commendable for its 
shortness in actual running time, 
although it makes up by seeming 
longer. Barn. 


PINTO RUSTLERS 


Reliable release of Bernard B. Ray pro- 


Auction Features Tom Tyler, Al St. John, 
Catherine Cotter, George Walsh, Earl 
Dwire. Directed by Henri Samuels. Orig- 


inal story and continuity by Robert Tan- 
sey; editer, Fred Bain; camera, William 
Hyer; sound, Johnnie Eilers; and associate 
producer, Harry S. Webb. At Liberty, Lin- 
col, 









More shooting than usual in this 
western, but otherwise it’s of the us- 


girl’ moment which involves 


the weak half of a dual, or for the 


free to dime the boxoffices. 








|Catherine Cotter, sad indeed. 
'door scenes are good: for once there 


melodrama, involving the shady fight | 


so far as the feature players or the | 


the | 


puts plenty of give into a subsidiary | 


June Bolton.......e+es..-....Maxine Doyle | 
EEOMO 6 «60 4.00600 0geeeteess++ meee Trepese 
ee errr Bryant Washburn 
PODORCOT s 0c Kec ccecsee wittte Donald Kerr 
BErS. BOHM. cc ccéacecsscseces Zella Russell 
IU. ccc sev iccsdeneseesesenses Reed Howes 
Doomed to be the left-handed 


———r 


less by a rustler band and setting 
out to get them as 2 deputy in dis- 
guise, being heralded in advance as 
an escaped con via the handbil! 
meth Meets the girl and the gang 
at about the same time, so sets about 
catching one and winning the other. 
Usual misunderstandings about 
which side of the law he’s really on. 

Al St. John, ‘law’ sidekick of Tyler 
during this seareh, is an old time 
vaude recruit; also a Mack Sennett 
slapstick alumnus. Bowlegs he won 
as unicycle peddler on various vaude 
stages come in handy making him 
look like a cow country habitue. His 
dramatics a bit feeble. Walsh, the 
heavy, is fair, but the femme lead, 
Out- 


isn’t any of that duplication of spots 
in the same running sequences. 
Barn. 


Orphan of the Wilderness 
(AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 
Sydney, Jan. 6. 


British Empire release of Cinesound pro- 
duction. Stars Gwen Munro, Hrian Ab- 
bott. Directed by Ken Hall. From story 
by Derothy Cotterell; adaptation. Edmund 
Seward; camera, George Heath. At Lyceum 
Running time, 8 mina. 
a ee epee ae Gwen Munro 
Es -<. , Wttns wane en se a Brian Abbott 
ts NS 655s Sek k oh cSe ccs ci Ethe!} Saker 
Shorty McGee.........ccceee..-Harry Abdv 
Andrew McMeeker................J0e Valli 
Mell TTL Ait ee --.. Ron Whelan 
Nell eee weeeeewewwseeses s OVIViIn Kellaway 
PUD 14s Seats <dpewhesecedeen occ June Munre 
Mn @uecdeesskdmeesé «i Edna Montgomery 





Animal sequences in this produc- 
tion should sell the pic in any part 
of the world. Ken Hall has turned 
in a fine job after being asked to 
handle so many animals at the one 


time, especially the mob of kan- 
garoos. 
Audiences abroad should enjoy 


watching these real hatives of Aus- 
tralia, and it is kangaroos who steal 
the pic from the human actors. 
Americans should get a thrill out 


of the production because of its com- 
plete simplicity. ‘Orphan’ breaks 
entirely new ground, and that, in 
itself, should be sufficient to find a 
spot for it. 

Story won considerable success 
when published some time ago in 
Cosmopolitan mag and Cinesound 
produced an almost faithful transla- 
tion in pictorial form. Additional 
bits have been added to build up 
the human angle, and a thrilling 
climax has been introduced to close 
the show on a very fast note. 

Acting is not sensational by any 
means. Gwen Munro has an easy 
appearance and gives a satisfactory 
performance and Brian Abbott de- 
picts a virile type. Harry Abdy al- 
most runs away with the show. He 
has played all over the world with 


| his boxing kangaroo in vaude. 


Story tells of a baby kankaroo 
who, after its mother has been shot, 
is left to fend for itself in the Aus- 
tralian bush. After many adven- 
tures the baby ’roo is captured by a 
farmer and grows to maturity. 
Farmer teaches it to box, and dur- 
ing his absence a bunch of shearers 
stage a bout for fun. The ‘roo re- 
fuses to fight and is burnt with a 
cigarette by one of the men. Crazy 
with pain, animal almost rips the 
man to pieces. Farmer later decides 
to sell the animal to a circus in 
which his girl friend is a star per- 
former. It is badly treated by its 
trainer, and finally, after nearly 
driven mad with thirst and ill-treat- 
ment, smashes its way out to free- 
dom. Circus men go on a hunt for 
the escapee, but the farmer, learn- 
ing of the trainer’s brutality, gath- 
ers a bunch of assistants and goes 
to the rescue. 

Camera work is A-1, and Hamilton 
Webber has surrounded the bush 
sequences with a charming musical 
background. Rick. 











Neb., week of Jan. 14, ‘37, dual bill. | 


‘Get Away from Me Boys, You 


Bother Me,’ and ‘That's All 
Brother,’ Now Internationally 
Famous. 


CLYDE 
HAGER 


Featured in 
‘Laughter Over London’ - 
Victoria Palace, London 


Exctlasive Direction: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 





Running time, 60 mins. } 
ye ee ere Tom Tyler 
WU 50 80 b000ndesenneensaness George Walsh 
Mack eocevese Pereeweeeeseeeensl A 1 St. John 
Ann Walton.cevecceceses..Catherine Cotter 
DUR WalleR.cccccccocecses ccess Karl Dwire 
IMSPECtOr ..cececcceccesss..William Gould 
BOE évscce eeecccoesaces George Chesebro 
LMGP sccece cece cccceeceess: Roger Williams 
Buck §...ceccscccccseces+s+.-. Bud Osborne 
Dad ...es eeeceesceess- Murdock McQuarrie 
Sheriff ....4- Scecccccces Charles Whittaker 





ual formula, even to the ‘boy meets | 
the | 
femme being saved in a runaway. Will | 
mostly have to take its chances as) 


weekends where the kids will be | 
Open- | 
ing on the pic would awaken almost | 
any audience, however, since there’s | 
more gat-racket than in a war film. | 

Yarn has Tom Tyler made father- | 




















Conductor 
Violinist 


~ Shea’s Buffalo Theatre 
43D WEEK 
‘Overture has stirring finale with Arne 


winning e@reat applause for his sele.’— 
Buffale Courier- Express. 
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i Inside Stuffi—Pictures 


(Continued from page 6) 


Cabart’s State in Long Beach, F-WC descended on the L. A. exchange for 
as many prints as possible for runs in nabes and nearby towns. 








Universal takes issue on a recent statement that an editorial on “The 
Black Legion’ in the N.Y. Herald Tribune was the first mention of a 
picture in that sheet’s editorial spaces. The Herald Trib gave considerable 
space to U’s own ‘You Can’t Get Away with It,’ the J. Edgar Hoover- 
G-man short last November. 





With Warners readying ‘Marked Woman,’ in which ‘Lucky’ Luciano girls 
are converted into ‘night club hostesses,’ most other studios have gone 
cold on idea of white-slave expose, which they feel is too hot. 
From Paradise,’ originally intended as Luciano cycler, has 
down to read slot-machine instead of prostie. 


been toned 


Belated holiday greetings is an exploitation stunt on behalf of ‘Cham- 
pagne Waltz’ (Par). 


tations, topped off by two choruses of ‘Du Liegst Mir Im Herzen,’ sung by | 


rates the bends. 

Pete Smith’s newest Metro short, ‘Flicker Flaws,’ is based around the 
history of Christopher Columbus, with many errors purposely included. 
Idea is for exhibs to offer prizes to patrons noting and reporting the great- 
est number of flaws in the film, which studio figures may develop into a 
national fad. Short goes into production at Metro this week. 


the diva. Wilma Goss, her p.a., 





Insiders on the Coast are privy to the predicament of a major studio 
which has just put into production an A picture with star names that is 
similar in story trend and premise to an unimportant B picture recently 
turned out on the same lot. Boss of the studio is reported not to have as 
yet found out what has happened. 

Under terms of a long term contract signed with 20th-Fox, Gracie Fields, 
British actress, will make films both in Hollywood and England, according 
to Joseph M. Schenck. Monty Banks will be associate producer on ali of 
the Fields pictures, first of which will be made in England starting in 
June. 





Wesley Ruggles, producer-director of ‘I Met Him in Paris’ at Paramount, 
pulled a studio dress rehearsal of extras which “were scheduled to appear 
in snow sequences. He wanted to see how his 60 skaters would look be- 
fore he escorted them to Sun Valley, Idaho, for outdoor scenes. 

Lou Brock and John Harkrider shot a Fifth avenue night scene for “Top 
of the Town’ (U) in miniature. Pair rigged up a replica of the thorough- 
fare and spotted it with 1,000 miniature autos, all of which operated and 
had headlights. 





Maritime strike is holding the Hollywood contingent of tourists from 
Honolulu. However, many of the picture folk are departing from Mexican 
and Canadian ports, while China Clipper is reported booked solid up to 
March 1, 





Following her portrayal of a bit part in ‘A Star Is Born’ (S-I), Margaret 
Tallichet, former stenographer in Paramount’s publicity department, was 
signed to a contract at Selznick-International and is being tested for more 
important parts. 





Samuel Goldwyn has been brevetted for highest standards of film pro- 
duction in 1936 by the London Sunday Express, on his three pictures, 
‘Dodsworth,’ ‘These Three’ and ‘Come and Get It.’ News of the award 
came in a letter from Stephen Watts, picture editor of the publication. 





Alva Johnston, Satevepost staff writer, is in Hollywood on two weeks’ 
assignment to dig up material concerning Samuel Goldwyn's career as 
a producer for forthcoming yarn. Mag will also send special eameraman 
to Coast to bulb the producer. 





For the past year Columbia has had a picture lying on the gtudio shelf, 
similar in theme to ‘Three Smart Girls.’ Yarn titled ‘Innocent-at-Large 
is by Doris Piel and was published in Pictorial Review. Instead of three 
girls, however, Col’s yarn concerns one youngster who chants. 


Short titled “There’s Millions of Us’ was filmed in Hollywood by Labor 
Films, Inc., and shipped to Detroit for exhibition to striking automobile 
workers. Picture extols virtues of organized labor. 





More than 15,000 replies were received by Mervyn LeRoy in @ contest 
to determine a name and emblem for his Warner Bros, productions. 
Sketches were received from 42 countries and states. 





Golf Pro Redmond Wants 
$50,000 Damages from Col. 


The request of Jack Redmond, 
golf pro, for an order directing the 
president and chief auditor of Co- 
lumbia Pictures Corp., to appear for 
examination before trial was denied 
Thursday (21) by N. Y. Supreme 
Court Judge Lydon, who heid the 
preliminary presence of the officials 


IA’s Cuts Off in Balto 


Baltimore, Jan. 26. 

Downtown exhibs will meet late 
today (Tuesday) with reps of stage- 
hands’ and booth operators’ unions 
for purpose of negotiating crafts’ re- 
quests that salary cuts taken during 
depression years be restored. 

Shortly after depression set in ex- sale. nak eaanneels 
hibs got the unions to take a small - : : 
slice _~ scale, and three years ago _Redmond is suing Columbia for 
unions took another small nick. At | $99,000 damages and an injunction 
that time unions exacted from the- | t0 stop further exhibition of the pic- 
atres promises that when biz im-| ‘Ure corporation's film, Golfing 
proved, cuts would be restored. Rhythm. Plaintiff claims the sports 

Theatre operators feel that season | Short was advertised by showing him 
so far has been generally better than doing trick shots without his con- 
recent ones. Hence, have agreed to | S¢™t. Films 
sit in with union reps for discussion. 
Virtually assured that one of the 
wage cuts will be scaled up again; 
possibly both. 





spring of 1935. Defendants claim 
Fox gave them permission to use the 
| shots. Redmond asks damages on 





LORRE AS ‘MR. MOTO’ 
Hollywooce, Jan. 26. 

Peter Lorre is t for the starring 
role in 20th Century-Fox’s ‘Think | 
Fast, Mr. Moto,’ from the Satevepost 
serial by J. P. Marquand. | 

Virginia Fields takes the femme | of 
lead next to Lorre, Norman Foster 
directing. 


depreciated the value of further pic- 
ture rights for which he was nego- 
tiating. 








‘Short Haul’ Under Way 
Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Trem Carr has started production 

‘Short Haul,’ his current John 
Wayne picture for Universal. Arthur 
Lubin is directing. 

Supporting Wayne in the film are 
Tully Marshall, Louise Latimer, Em- 
erson Treacy, Grace Goodall, LeRoy 
Mason, Theodore Von Eltz, Olaf Hyt- 
ton, Harry Allen, Bruce Mitchell, 
Henry Sylvester, Roger Imhof, Al- 
lan Gavin and Monte Vandergrift. 





TOM BAILY GOES N. S. S. 


Tom Baily has resigned from 
Metro publicity staff to take charge 
of the local branch of National 
Screen Service. 

Takes over Feb. 1. 





depicting him were | 
taken by Fox Movietone News in the | 





Par’s ‘Kid | 


| 


It’s in the form of a five-inch disk from the Frank | 
Chapmans (Gladys Swarthout) of Beverly Hills, extending holiday salu- | 





Indie Annex 





Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Due to lack of space at one 
of the indie studios, writers are 
camping out in an auto court 
across the highway. 
They have few comforts, but 
space for their typewriters. 





| stressed, Universal has laid out 





| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


ground that Columbia’s action has | 








U GOING TO TOWN ON 
‘TOP OF THE TOWN’ ADS 


Following its comprehensive na- | 
tional publicity-advertising effort on | 
‘Three Smart Girls,” in which the 
personality of Deanna Durbin was| 
one | 
of most widespread national ad and | 
exploitation drives in the history of 
organization for “Top of the Town,’ ! 
its new musical. 

Home office plans to give picture a 
day-and-date opening  throu¢hout 
most of country so as to cash in on 
the nation-wide bally. 


Scoundrel’ Suit Up 


Request of Brandt & Brandt, 
agents, to have Siegbert Cohn, 
German author, submit to examina- 
tion before trial of his suit for an 
accounting of the profits made on 
Noel Coward’s picture, ‘The Scoun- 
drel,’ was granted on consent yes- 
terday (Tuesday) by N. Y. Supreme 
Court Judge McGeehan. 

Cohn, besides Brandt & Brandt, is 
suing Ben Hecht, Charles MacArthur 
and Paramount Pictures, claiming 
that Hecht and MacArthur had in- 
duced him to surrender the rights of 
the story, ‘Wer Weint um Juckenack,’ 
(‘Who Weeps for Juckenack’) for 
$1,500, without informing him that 
it was to be made into the picture, 
‘The Scoundrel.’ Besides a share in 
the profits Cohn asks for an injunc- 
tion to stop further showing of the 
film pending the outcome of the ac- 
tion, 








| Terry Ray and Benny Bartlett, 





Order Wm. Alexander’s 


Exam in Film Suit 
William Alexandey, picture dis- 
tributor and exploiter, was directed 
by N. Y. Supreme Court Judge 
Richard Lydon, Friday (22) to sub- 
mit to examination before trial of 
the suit brought against him by 
Earl Rossman and the B. C. R. Pro- 
duction, Inc. Date for the examina- 
tion has not yet been get, 

Plaintiffs are guing for an ac- 
counting of the profits on the pic- 
tures, ‘The Arctic Speaks’ and 
‘Dangers of the Arctic.’ Rossman 
claims that he and the sgorporation 
entered an agreement with Alex- 
ander in 1932 under which the lat- 
ter was to exploit and distribute the 
plaintiff's pictures. Under the agree- 
ment B, C. R. was to get 10% of the 
profits, and Rossman and Alexander 
were to split the remaining 90%. 
Plaintiffs claim Alexander collected 
profits in excess of $20,000 and 
neglected to pay them their share, 





Tommy Wonder’s Solo 


Hollywood, Jan, 26. 
Tommy Wonder, of the dance 
team of Tom and Betty Wonder, will 
do a solo in ‘Dance, Charlie, Dance, 
at Warners. 
Paulette Lyons also has been cast. 





Art Cinemas in Best Boom Period 


In US. Since 1933; Almost as Many 


Arties in Bway 


Sector as Ist Runs 





Art theatres in the U. S. are cur- 
rently undergoing one of their peri- 
odical booms, with more such sure- 
seaters open and doing business at 
the moment than at any time since 
the crash of '33. In foreign film biz 
in America the egg-laying of biz 
took place in that year, when Hit- 
ler’s advent k.o.’d made in Germany | 
films for the U. S. Up to then they | 
had been the backbone of the biz 
on this side. 

In New York City alone there are 
at the present time more arties run- 
ning than at before. In 


CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Jan. 29. 

cinched options on 
ac- | 
tors, and Andre Setaro in the music | 
department. 


Republic re-tagged Samuel Ornitz 
to a writing deal. 

Betty Jaynes, 
tagged by Metro. 

Herman Boxer signed to contract | 
at Metro and joins Jack Chertok’s 
short subject writing staff. 

Jule Styne, music arranger, termed 
at 20th-Fox. 

George Robinson, 
termed at Universal. 

William Brady, warbler, contracted 
by Hal Roach. 

Lester Stoeffen, tennis player, 
given acting termer by Hal Roach. 

Daniel B. Clark had his 20th-Fox 
lenser pact extended one year. 

Richard Beach, member of Re- 
public’s talent school, had option 
lifted for six months. 

Universal lifted option on Hobart 
Cavanaugh, 

Lou Brock termed as producer at 
Universal on option pickup. 

Philip MacDonald given writing 
contract at Metro. Same studio re- 
newed George Seaton and Robert 
Pirosh, writing team. 

Maxwell Shane signatured by RKO 


any time 





| Austria, 
| They are doing very well, however, 


Paramount 


Chicago singer, | 


cameraman, 


| York 





under term writing deal. 
Universal has picked up option of 


Sylvan Simon, test director, in ad- | 


vance of expiration date. 

Griffin Jay signed as a writer by 
Republic. 

Republie Mfted option of Carleton 
Young for another six months’ 
stretch. 

William Hopper, son of De Wolfe 
Hopper, signed to term acting con- 
tract at Warners. 

Richard Macauley goes to RKO 
under term writing contract. He 
will work with the Jesse L. Lasky 
unit. 

Ma McCarthy, who authored 
‘Theodora Goes Wild,’ ticketed to a 
writing pact at Columbia. 

Cliff Smith, who started at Univer- 
sal 20 years ago, given directorial 
contract by that company. 

Margaret Tallichet, former studio 
stenog, given acting contract by 
Selznick-International. 





RYSKIND’S N. 0. TREK 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Morrie Ryskind and a camera crew 
are pulling out shortly for New Or- 
leans to film background shots of 
the Mardi Gras. 

They will be used later in Univer- 
sal’s production, ‘New Orleans,’ 
which Ryskind will direct. 





Urges Pix and Radio Should Give 
10,000,000 Deaf in U. S. More Co-op 


Cleveland, Jan. 10. 
Editor VaARIEty: 

Some _ 10,000,000 people in the) 
United States are hard of hearing. | 
We have to take it. Could you? Or, 
could all the motion picture, radio 
and theatre executives take it, if 
over night they were to lose their 
hearing and contact with the out- 
side world? They could not—not 
without a struggle and an effort to 
regain their loss—not without that | 
horrible hopeless feeling until they 
themselves became convinced that 
they must resort to an electrical 
hearing aid substitute. 

That is why I am writing you. For 
a few years since I lost my hearing 
at college I have been working to} 
better conditions for the deafened. 
With slow results I must admit. | 
Somehow the radio men will not 
become convinced of the fact that 
they must sell earphones for those | 
10,000,000 people. They also do not 
realize that the radio programs! 


| ress 





taunting the hard-of-hearing persons 
cut deeply and injure their sponsors. 

As far as the moving picture man- 
agers and legitimate theatre owners 
are concerned, they, too, do not re- 
alize that by wiring their theatres 
for a few hundred dollars they could 
bring pleasure, relaxation and diver- 
sion to so many millions of us who} 
have been denied all this. 

Have read Variety with interest 
for years, for it has kept me versed 
in that part of the world which we} 
miss. Seeing your last number and | 
noticing with a thrill the vast prog-} 
the fields of motion pictures, 
radio and theatres have made, [| 
pause for a moment and pray that 
in the next new year’s edition I will 
see an additional road of progress— 
one that leads to the breaking down 
the wall of eternal silence and one 
that will bring a new hope and con- 
fidence to those of us who are hard 
of hearing. 











Marie Hays Heiner. 


the Times Square sector alone there 
are almost as many first-run arties 
as regular first-run theatres. These 
are the Cameo (Russian) Filmarte 
(any foreigns, except German), 55th 
St. (French and miscellaneous except 
German), Belmont (British), 47th 
St.. Cinema (Italian, Polish, misc.), 
Ambassador (Yiddish), Venice (Ital- 
ian). 
German language films in New 
are not breaking into the 
Times Square sector at the moment, 
except for an occasional pro- 
duced in other countries, such as 
Switzerland, or Hungary. 


one 


in the Yorkville sector where three 
theatres play them exclusively—the 
Garden, Casino and 79th St. In that 
sector also is the Tobis, playing 
first-run Hungarian pics. Up in the 
Bronx are the Ascot and Radio play- 
ing second-run foreigns of any char- 
acter except German, and downtown 
is the Roosevelt, playing mostly sec- 
ond-run Russians. On lower Fifth 
avenue is the Cinema de Paris, 
specializing in French and Swedish 


| pix and at 116th streeet, in the heart 


of the Spanish section are the Cam- 
poamor (now closed) and the Cer- 
vantes playing all-Spanish programs. 
In Brooklyn, the People’s Cinema 
opens Jan. 29 with Russian pix, but 
other language productions, outside 
of German, will be used as well. 
Throughout the U. S, are quite a 
string of theatres playing everything 
but German pictures, with Russians 
as the base. These are the Cinema, 


Detroit; Art Cinema, Pittsburgh; 
Mayfair, Cincinnati; Europa, Phil- 
adelphia; Little, Baltimore; Fine 


Arts, Boston; Clay International, Los 
Angeles; Grand International, San 
Francisco; Montlake, Seattle; World, 
Chicago; Belasco, Washington (tem- 
porarily closed last week but ex- 
pected to reopen); World, Minne- 
apolis; World, St. Paul; Penn Square, 
Cleveland, and Little, Newark. 


German Pix Up Too 


Strictly German houses in the 
U. S. are better now than they have 
been in a long time, and claimed to 
be improving. For a long time no 
one could get anywhere with Ger- 
man pix but now the gates seem to 
be opening, largely due to consistent 
socking away at the gates by import- 
ers of these films with offers of films 
for practically nothing, no guaran- 
tees, straight percentage, and some- 
times no payoff at all for a month or 
two to start things going. Thus there 
are now the Pabst. Milwaukee; Hin- 
denburg, Baltimore; Library, Detroit; 
Deutches Kino, Chicago; German 
Picture House, Buffalo; Taft, Cincin- 
natti, and a string of six one-nighters 
in New Jersey. 


Russian and British pictures are 
doing best, with former getting the 
edge because the best of the British 
product is nabbed by the regular run 
of theatres. ‘As You Like It’ (Kor- 
da), however, and several films like 
it have been released to a number 
of the sure-seaters for first runs in 
territories outside the U. S. 

French films are not doing too 
well, largely due to the lack of or- 
ganized pushing and proper distribu- 
tion. Few of them have come 
through nicely but they find them- 
selves in trouble because of limited 
distribution facilities. Thus there 
are about 100 possible college dates 
for French films, but college dates 
are liable to prove a distinct problem 
for indie distribs. Paying from $25 
to $50 for one-nighter showings, it 
means that the distrib must mail his 
print back and fro, frequently losing 
as much as a week for the date. 
And generally these indie distribs 
must, of necessity, operate on a one- 
print basis. 

Also, very frequently the type of 
French film best for theatres is not 
suitable for colleges and vice versa. 

Extent of favor in which Russian 
pictures are found in the U. S. is in- 
dicated by the fact that Russe pic- 
tures can play about 40 dates in New 
York City alone, some of these. ob- 
viously being at clubs’ and workers’ 
groups, but with regulation § size 
prints and on a constant basis. Also, 
while the theatres throughout the 
U. S. specializing in foregn films are 
frequently mixed, some playing 
French but not German, some play- 
ing Italian but not French, etc., all 
of them will play Russian pix when 
and if available. Sole exception to 
this being the few strictly German 
houses 
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Radio and The Flood _ 





Again it’s clear what radio means in an emergency. Again 
the expressions of awe at the new techniques in handling public 
disaster which broadcasting has made possible. And another 
example of radio stealing the show from the press. ‘That is 
the ‘trade’ essence of the present over-abundance of water in 
the Ohio river valley. —— 

Out of the days and the nights of worry and human suffer- 
ing, the acts of heroism and the contrary sidelights (rescuers 
getting drunk on the job, hoodlums pilfering, storekeepers re- 
fusing needed supplies, etc.), it is possible to see human nature 
at its worst and best, and human drama at its primitive peak. 


While the flood continues it’s doubtful how much value the 
ordinary sponsored program will have. That may cause indi- 
vidual losses, cancellations, failure of performance, etc. But 
radio itself gains fresh prestige and importance, which must of 
necessity be considered a net gain. Again speaking in a trade 
sense. 

WHAS, Louisville, may well count as one bright gleam in 
an accumulation of trouble the immense publicity it has picked 
up. With WSM, Nashville, providing a mechanical lung for 
the patient, WHAS has kept up a steady service of warnings, 
instructions, pleas. Listening to these bulletins for a couple of 
hours—and millions in the nation are—the one descriptive ad- 
jective that seems to fit is ‘heroic.’ Listeners could feel the 
fatigue in the voices of the announcers and each succeeding 
bulletin was a separate and graphic drama in itself. Owner 
Bingham’s simple dignity also must have made WHAS a lot 
of friends. That many stations are certain to emerge from the 
flood siege with glamour and personality of real commercial 
value is indubitable. 





Stations such as WWJ and WJR, Detroit; WLW and 
WCKY, Cincinnati; WIRE and WFBM, Indianapolis; WSM, 
Nashville; WHIO, Dayton; WGAR and WTAM, Cleveland, 
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have also shared with WHAS in the dramatic values. 


Stress that phrase—dramatic values. 


Radio has been selling 


markets and coverage maps, statistics on family set-ownership. 
But in the end it’s always the emotional appeal of the programs. 


Nature in this case is the super-dramatist. 


Try to think of 


any commercial program strong enough to compete with the 
sheer emotionalism of what’s happening. 





FLOODS THROW OUT 
AIR COMMERCIALS 


Flood has thrown the traffic de- 


_ partments of the two big chains into 


complete confusion so far as the af- 
fected area is concerned. Boys ma- 
nipulating the wire links through 
the Louisville-Cincinnati sector don’t 
know from hour to hour what sta- 
tions are carrying the commercial 
programs, or what stations are oper- 
ating at all. Feeling is that there’s 
no use bothering too much about 
whether the paid-for stuff is being 
broadcast, because the emergency 
certainly isn’t breeding good cus- 
tomers down there anyhow, and the 
flood stuff has absolute precedence 
over anything. 

CBS yesterday morning (Tuesday) 
figured that the following stations 
had virtually junked all web com- 
mercials, or were only using snatch- 
es on open spots: 

WHAS, Louisville, 
WKRC, Cincinnati. 
WFBM, Indianapolis. 
WREC, Memphis. 


NBC yesterday believed that the 
following outlets were for the mo- 





ment commercially useless: 
WAVE, Louisville, 
WLW, Cincinnati. 
WSAI, Cincinnati. 
WCKY, Cincinnati. 

NBC stations using only a partial 

list of comrnercials include: 
WMC, Memphis. 
WSM, Nashville. 
WIRE, Indianapolis, 

No reports are available as to 
when service will be resumed in full 
on the flood-area stations. WAVE, 
Louisville, was reported at NBC New 
York headquarters to be out of com- 
mission almost entirely and the web 
was rushing a new generator from 
Chicago by plane. Some of the sta- 
tions pigeon-holing commercials are 
not directly in the flood area, but 
are helping with relief work. 

Mutual Broadcasting has not heard 
of any commercial casualties to date. 

Like CKLW, Mutual’s regular De- 
troit outlet, WWJ, the Detroit ally 
of the NBC-red network, but in on 
Mutual’s hookup out of WLW, Cin- 
cinnati, early Sunday morning (24) 
helps the Cincy station drum up 
contributions for flood sufferers. 

In the middle of the half hour that 
WWJ was taking there came the 
broadcast announcement out of 
WLW that WJR, CBS’ Detroit re- 
lease, had just wired in a contribu- 
tion of $500. 

Washington, Jan. 26. 

Gordon Hittenmark, WRC an- 

mouncer, and Bill McAndrews, scribe 





who handles NBC Washington news 
bulletins, took off. this morning 
(Tuesday) to fly over flood area in 
Kentucky. Pair will bring back eye- 
witness account for radio listeners. 

Around-the-clock broadcasts start- 
ed yesterday on WMAL, with Lee 
Everett broadcasting WHAS emer- 
gency flood news until 4 ayem. Sta- 
tion plans 24-hour service covering 
all angles of disaster. Hittenmark’s 
wife accompanying sleepless NBC 
men, 


LOWER INDIANA IS 
UNDER MARTIAL LAW 


Indianapolis, Jan. 26. 

Martial law has been declared by 
Gov. Clifford M. Townsend of In- 
diana for the entire southern third 
of Indiana, while Louisville is in 
the hands of National Guardsmen. 
Flood refugees are being carried in 
box-cars to all points in southern 
and central Indiana not near the 
flocded sector. Out of Louisville, 
trains carry refugees as far south 
as Memphis. 

WIRE in Indianapolis is spending 
all tonight (Tuesday) in handling 
personal messages in efforts to lo- 
cate flood refugees for local rela- 
tives, while the three-station net- 
work is handling all official bulle- 
tins, messages and flood relief traffic. 

Radio stations again prove they’re 
the best and only possible means of 
communication and co-ordination in 
emergencies. Raging and destruc- 
tion-dealing flood waters of the 
White, Wabash, and Ohio rivers, and 
their swollen tributaries have poured 
a torrent of water over almost the 
entire mid-west. Dailies and all 
sources call it the worst flood in 
history, with 1913 and 1884 records 
all passed; while some comparing it 
in dollar damage and property loss 
to San Francisco disaster by earth- 
quake and fire. 

With power plants, water, and 
gas out in river towns, or else on 
for only brief periods, flood relief 
workers have depended on radio 
stations outside the flood area, as 
much as those still able to operate 
within the flooded sector. 

Here in Indianapolis, WFBM and 
WIRE, both breaking into any and 
all programs, either local or network, 
to broadcast bulletins, messages, and 
both stations plugging heavily for 
Red Cross drive to furnish funds for 
flooded families. WFBM on Sat. (23) 
until 2:45 am. Sunday (24) with 
flood news, plugs for funds, and 
so on. 

WIRE here on all night for fund 
plugging, and is bringing refugees 





from flood, who have come to Indi- 





anapolis to stay with relatives, up 
for personal eye-witness accounts of 
disaster, and to help out on appeal 
for funds. WLW, Cincinnati, carried 
swell eye-witness description as 
break-in on Magic Key Sunday, by 
direct telephone from Arlington 
street studios, which were either on 
fire at time, or quite close to fire 
started by gasoline igniting on water, 
caused by bursting of gasoline tanks 
due to flood waters. Some 32 build- 
ings were on fire at time of broad- 
cast. 

Pennsylvania R. R. in Indianapolis 
running through Florida service by 
way of Washington, D. C., from Chi- 
cago and on out of here. 

WFBM and WIRE have no trouble 
with power, and will probably be 
center for transmission of messages 
if power goes out entirely in towns 
of Cincy, Louisville, Evansville, and 
others. 


WLW STUDIOS ESCAPE 
FIRE IN SAME BLDG. 


Cincinnati, Jan. 26. 

Fire in the backwater district here 
on Sunday destroyed one of the 
warehouses of the Crosley Manufac- 
turing Co. Two floors of the build- 
ing containing WLW-WSAI main stu- 
dios were burned, but the stations 
themselves escaped and continued to 
broadcast, although required to re- 
duce wattage because of electrical 
scarcity. Juice is being sent into area 
from power plants in Indianapolis, 
etc. 
Stations WCKY and WSAI were 
off the air Monday because of power 
failure, but are back today (Tues- 





No Place for Actors 





Cincinnati, Jan. 26. 

Harry Lang and Luise Squire 
are two Broadway hillbillies 
who couldn’t take the moisture 
hereabouts. When a_ gaseous 
odor permeated into the eighth 
floor of the WLW studio build- 
ing and the comedy team also 
heard that a crucial dam near- 
by was liable to give way, they 
did likewise and hied back 
pronto to N. Y. 

Team had been brought out 
here last summer by Don 
Becker for a studio buildup. 











day). Town is under an emergency 
holiday. Only things operating are 
radio stations, banks, food stores, 
restaurants, druggists, the phone 
company and hotels. First regulation 
stopped sale of liquor. 

WLW gof one of its mobile units 
into the Mt. Washington zone just 
before that district was marooned by 
rising waters. Hence this neighbor- 
hood is in radic \ouch. All of the 
radio stations are practically clear 
of commercials and devoting full 
time to emergency bulletins. WCPO 
with the Scripps-Howard newspaper 
tie-up (Post) has been able to pull 
some scoops in terms of actual news. 

Estimates sent to Mutual Broad- 
casting by WLW, Cincy, on the 
amount of relief coin collected by 
this web ranged around $40,000 yes- 
terday (Tuesday). 

WLW on Monday night stayed on 





the air until 4 a. m. with a pop musi- 
cal show, asking for contributions 
and reading names. of donors. 
Opened with a salute to Walter J. 
Damm, chief of WTMJ, Milwaukee. 


WSM, NASHVILLE, AIDS 
U. 5. GOVT. ENGINEERS 


Nashville, Jan. 268. 

‘Doctor go to 1153 Soandso Road 
with serum. A hundred people sick.’ 

This apa hundreds of other calls 
like it came through radio station 
WSM early this week as the Nash- 
ville 50,000-watt station opened its 
facilities to station WHAS in flood- 
stricken Louisville. It was not 
just stunt broadcasting but deadly 
serious. 

WSM began to broadcast distress 
calls shortly after WHAS was or- 


dered to go off the air at 8:05 p.m. | 


Sunday to save power for the 
scourged Kentucky city. Nashville 
station kept its facilities open until 
3 a.m. Monday. 

WSM also aided United States dis- 
trict engineer at Nashville get a line 


Aboard motor launch Bernard Smith, 
Harry Stone, WSM manager; Aaron 


Shelton, engineer, and Jack Harris, | 
set. | 


announcer, took short wave 
Stone stopped at Clarksville and 
broadcast description 
Shelton and Harris 
Eddyville and established first con- 
tact in 36 hours with isolated town. 
‘Glad’ doesn’t describe the greeting 
the radio and government mea got 





Wednesday, January 27, 1937 








Inside Stuff—Radio 


Possibility of a curtailment of the ether activities of Father Charles &. 
Coughlin, who returned to the air Sunday (24) over Mutual stations, and 
an independent setup, is seen here following the death last week of Bishop 
Michael J. Gallagher, priest’s superior and ‘backer’ of his past ether talks. 
No definite action is expected, however, for some months when new bishop 
is appointed in Rome. 

Considered unlikely that Pope will name any successor to Bishop Gal- 
lagher, who is likely to stand for Coughlin’s utterances, in view of dif. 
ficulties at Vatican over priest’s activities prior to presidential election. 

Bishop Gallagher, who’s been called Coughlin’s ‘god-father’ because he 
refused to order him off the air despite severe criticism from higher of- 
ficials of the Catholic Church in this country, is credited with having 
Coughlin return to the air. Now that he’s dead, speculation is rife on 
what’s to become of Fr. Coughlin. 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. John M. Doyle, vicar-general of the Detroit diocese (a 
position which usually means ‘bishop’ in time), is now in charge of the 
diocese but has no bishopric powers. Although it’s believed Msgr. Doyle 
would not permit Coughlin on the air if he had the power, final action 
must await the appointment by Rome of a Detroit bishop sometime in the 
spring. 

















Saskatchewan radio listeners are hopeful that conversations under way 
between Canada and the United States will result in Mexico dropping its 
role of maverick on the world’s air waves. Two Saskatchewan stations 
are hampered by Mexican stations. 

Station CFQC, Saskatoon, 1,000-watter, shares kilocycle 840 with CRCT, 
Toronto 5,000-watter. Intruding on channel is Dr. John R. Brinkley’s 
XERA with 180,000 watts of power. 





Report persists in international broadcast circles that Columbia is intent 
on engaging some one to serve as general European rep. Network has 
had Caesar Searchinger over there for years in that capacity, and it is 
understood that the newcomer will take authority over Séarchinger rather 
than replace him. In its quest for a foreign chief dignity CBS is known 
to have made at least two offers. 





WSM, Nashville, has signed up with the International News Service, 
making this the last key city in the country to give way to a commercial 
news service. Deal between WSM and INS becomes effective in about 
two weeks. Others that competed in the intense bidding for the station’s 
contract were the United Press and the Transradio News Service. 








on the raging Cumberland River. | 


of disaster. | 
proceeded to! 


for the first month of the year. 


NBC’s tour of Radie City studios is setting a fast business pace thus far 


Number of studio tour guests this month is running more than 62% 
ahead of January last year, being 10,250 ahead of same month in 1935. 





A bill has been introduced in the Colorado legislature that would make 
radio stations public utilities subject to tax commission jurisdiction. 





Staff at Hearst-owned WBAL, Baltimore, apparently got both the thrill 
and fright of their lives last week when Dave Hearst, 2l-year-young 
(Continued on page 44) 





when they gave news to Eddyville’s 
washed out inhabitants that govern- 
ment.barges were on the way with 
skiffs and provisions. Operators 
were constantly in touch in code 
with the little crew on the launch. 
Fog reflected the lights so blindingly 
that several times they had to be 
put out, throwing into darkness some 
of the hazardous -journey over the 
treacherous and swollen waters. 
WSM has been on the air continu- 
ously since Sunday morning and 
since Sunday night there has been 
nothing but flood distress calls. 


UNCERTAINTY MARKS 
SPONSORED WLW SHOW 


Example of the hubbub in trying 
to clear web commercials out of Cin- 
cinnati, when the stanzas originate 
there, shown in the Armco program. 
N. W. Ayer yesterday morning 
(Tuesday) got the following wire: 

‘Working out of Arlington studios 
(note: these are WLW studios) with 
lamps in readiness, should electric 
lights fail. Arlington studios are on 
the eighth floor, no elevators, no 
heat. Band and cast must pass police 
lines to enter area where gasoline 
fire raged Sunday.’ 

N. W. Ayer yesterday noon had no 
idea as to whether the program 
would go out last night over the NBC 
Blue link. 


ARKANSAS WATER UP; 
THREATENS STATION 


Little Rock, Jan. 26. 

Radio Station KARK, Little Rock, 
officials today began readying the 
auxiliary transmitter in the event 
water now in the new transmitter 
house rises. For the past five days 
| engineers have been commuting to 
and from work in a motor boat and 
water is lapping at the threshold of 
the transmitter room. A rise of five 
inches will affect transmission and 
materially damage the new equip- 
ment, installed and put into use on 
| Jan. 1, 
Transmitter—about three miles 
| from the city—on U. S. Highway 67 
today (23) lies in the center of a 
sudden lake three miles in diameter 
caused by backwater from the Ar- 
kansas river. Only casualty thus far 
is the automobile belonging to Glad- 
|}man Upchurch, station engineer, 
| which was caught in the early ris 
of water. At present it is completely 
| inundated. 

Station KLRA transmitter nearly 








mile distant from KARK unaffected 
by water rise. 





Memphis, Jan. 26. 


WREC has been on the air for 96 
hours without a break, broadcasting 
flood news. Secured special emer- 
gency permission from Federal Com- 
munications Commission to establish 
two shortwave portable stations for 
use in the flood area: Station WAEW, 
2,190 kilocycles, and WAEX, 2,758 
kilocycles. Permission was. also 
granted to relay important flood 
messages from amateur phone sta- 
tions, which include W5BKD, for- 
merly at Blytheville, Ark. 

Electric light, telephone and train 
service have been completely out in 
much of this territory, which in- 
creased the responsibility and im- 
portance of radio’s service to the 
people. Staff of WREC, with the 
assistance of some 100 volunteer 
workers, has kept the station con- 
stantly on the air, receiving and 
transmitting messages, while Chief 
Engineer S. D. Wooten and Chief 
Announcer Roy Wooten, with the 
stations portable, shortwave trans- 
mitter being moved from point to 
point throughout the stricken area. 


WGRC, NEW ALBANY, IS 
ENTIRELY IMMERSED 


Louisville, Jan. 26. 
Both WHAS and WAVE aired flood 
bulletins on 24-hour basis. until 
power was discontinued at midnight 





Sunday. They then arranged hook- 
up by metal circuit with WCKY, 
WSM, WLAP, Lexington, and 


WFB\M, Indianapolis. 

WGRC iransmitter in New Albany 
was under water Thursday (21) and 
out of commission since rainfall. It’s 
a brand-new station. 

Crest believed reached. 





CROSLEY STOCK REACTS 


Flood and Fire Felt on Market— 
Steadier Now 








After a brisk sell-off in Monday’s 
stock market, which carried the 
stock down 25% points, Crosley 
Radio steadied in Tuesday’s trad- 
ing to finish virtually unchanged 
on day. Stock closed Monday at 227s 
and 2234, Tuesday. Low point Mon- 
day was 215% while yesterday's low 
was 22. 

At yesterday’s final quotation, 
Crosley stock was @pproximately 7 
points above 1936-37 low price. 
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[NBC's 20 Top Spende 
Lord & Thomas returned during 1936 to the status of NBC’s No. 1 
time customer. J. Walter Thompson was second and Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert came third in the network’s breakdown of gross 
i gales by agencies. 
Following is a list of NBC's first 20 agency customers for last year: 
| Lord & Thomas .. . $4,492,370 
J. Walter Thompson Co. ia tahdn: + alle ailieces 4,151,376 
Blackeit-Sample-Hummert, Inc.......... 4,048,579 
Blackman 2,018,344 
a OO Se aca ek ans sevsaede 1,745,184 
NN a ig: 5 Ucslne c's wien cle boR ale nd e's Ale 1,453,240 
Wade 1,220,132 
Erwin, Wasey & ‘Co. 5s cities aba 1,057,286 
ECP ORE OTR OT Ce ETT 933,251 
SE nn. . is Schaub cceweed 857,047 
; Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham ........ 774.866 
f SEE ne LO, en Seer Fae 756.924 
i Benner amen ts. 655s 6 kk cietawewbs< edad 532,955 
SAB a ice C4 wes Gikdc oa WE CaN aoe 579%.543 
Reemnen Ge Mitchell... c. 5 cwcccecscccccce 532.628 
} SS Se CONT 5 Sic cs a0ibias ale. peg was a0 917.251 
Sweeney & James ........ 511.506 
Cecil, Warwick & Cecil . 505,923 
Ns ce 5 daw cblaks cite xe wet Kens ke 483,624 
RF s/sn 9 cn dev 0h > & be Peles etes 76,130 
MUTUAL'S Sh | BISCUIT SHOW TO CBS 
| Vietor Moore - Helen Broderick- 
Buddy Rogers Change Netwerks 
AGENCY RY National Biscuit is quitting the 
N 


Following, alphabetically 


are the Mutual Network billings by | Program, 


agencies for 1936: 


Altteimn BL YMOtt. oc cscces . 
Moore & Wallace.......... 


Aubrey - ab Ra McCann-Erickson is the agency 

+g ely orto t |, er 27 
ag oy he oe ee veer: “1404 |and largely responsible for the shift | time. 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert ........ 282.976 }is Don Shaw, former eastern sales | 
Luckey Bowman, Ine ke 37, Y42 
Brooke, Smith & French. vie é 7.482 q mgr. for NBC. 


Franklin Bruck Co........- aes oe 
Mamas: C.. AFORE, BRCscccccsesdece 
DeGarmo Corporation......... 

Donahue & Coe.......... {3 
International.......... ‘ 20 50) 


Dorland 

Erwin, Wasey & Co........-. 00,055 
WE. Geer ae Wc Setdostoowes becdeoe LIS,580 
Fame TR, Weems 6 ies cece cc ccse 6.201 
Chas, Daniel Frey..... 61.324 
Geyer, Cornell & Newell..... sao | 


Guenther, Bradford & C ares ereeees 3,036 





Hanff-Metager & Co......cccseccvse 41,807 
Henri, Hurst & MacDonald........ 14,277 
Ralph H. Jones. .......-++. > : 14,697 
H. W. Kastor & Sons..........0.6 1 GOS 
Kelly-StuhIman, Inc.. 37.044 
Kenyon & Eckhardat.. 34,968 
H. M. Kiesewetter. .ccccccccseccoce 60,757 
Lennen & Mitchell. 61,668 
Lord & ThOMAS...ccccecseerseeees 40,496 
Marschalk & Pr att. TTT TTT TTT. 4, 460 
Nefl-ROgmow ....ccccccccssesserese 1 

Neisser-Meyerhoff  ...ce.-eeeereeee 19,802 
Newell, Emmett & Co.......+e5065 5,279 
Presba, Fellers & Presba......... 15,002 
Reinecke, Ellis, Younggereen & 

PEE “haeadsdedeccocveesooceosse 30,950 
Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham. 23,257 
Rogtrs & Smith. .cccsccccsssessces R52 
Albert B..  Boe®...cccscccscceccovse e 41,660 
Ruthrauff & Ryati.ccccccccccccccce T2, 252 
Sehl Advertising.........+e+eesee. © 184.856 
Stack Goble Adv, Agency...--eees RS. 165 
U. S. Advertising Corp.....+..ee+. 54.028 
Vanderbie & Rubens.....cccesceess 7.651 
Young & Rubicam...........+2+: -- 85,630 





DON’T HAVE TO BREAK 
IN ON OPERA, TALK 


NBC received word from _ its 
Washington offices last week that the 
Federal Communications Commission 
has waived the 30-minute station- 
identification announcement as far 
as it affects any program where the 
break would mar the continuity of 
the music, story or speech. Webs 
had been lobbying on the measure 
for some time: 

NBC's particular objection in this 
regard has been the Metropolitan 
Opera broadcasts for RCA Saturday 
matinees. Network and 
organization wanted to avoid the 
necessity of blanking out in the mid- 
dle of an opera’s sequence to permit 
the affiliated stations to announce 
their identities. 








Rosenblum to Cruise 





David Rosenblum, former NBC 
V.pD. and treasurer, leaves in two 
weeks for a cruise around the world. 

He will be gone 
Stk to nine months. 


anywhere from 





Benny Sends a Sample 
Hollywood, 

Jack Benny and his 
wiil do 15 minute broadcast Feb. 8, 
for short wave to England 
Airing is on special BBC 
to NBC 


show, 


Jan. 26. 


request 
for a top American comedy 





} 
| 


spot 
listed, | nights (8 to 8:30). 


BC blue (WJZ) link for Columbia |} 
in April, taking over the half hour | 
now held by Vicks Sunday | 
Cracker maker's ; 
with Victor Moore, Helen | 


| Broderick and Buddy Rogers, is cur- 





its parent | 





Jello troupe | 
| Campbell-Ewald . 
Lennen & Mitchell 


so.o31.| rently on a Friday night schedule. 





CLARENCE LEICH 


+ 


UMPOON DROPS 
UT OF Tol PLAGE 


Blackett - Sample - Hum- 
mert Tallies Record $8,- 
022,429 Between WNet- 
works and Spot—Several 
Ups and Down in Rank 





MUTUAL 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert replac- 
ed J. Walter Thompson in 1936 as 
the biggest buyer of time on NBC 
and Columbia jointly. Blackett at 
the same time retained its previous 
year’s status of handling the largest 
amount of billings in the entire radio 
field. Drop in the NBC-CBS list for 
the Thompson agency was to the 
third slot, with Lord & Thomas serv- 
ing as the No. 2 agency for °36. 

Total billings for radio out of the 
Blackett -Sample-Hummert offices 
last year came to $8,022,429, with $4.- 
048.579 of it going to NBC, $1,963,086 
to Columbia, $200,683 to Mutual, and 
$1,810,081 for national spot. In 1935 
this same agency spent $6,014,246 
through these four channels. The 
increase for 1936 figures 33%. 

In 1935, Lord & Thomas rated as 
the fourth largest buyer of network 
Including the $51,128 worth of 
business it placed with Mutual, L & T 
in 1936 ran up a total of $5,624,406 
in hookup billings. Qutstanding ad- 
vance made in network billings by 
any one agency last vear was that of 
Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne. 
With $23,635 spent on Mutual in- 


| cluded, this agency’s web billing for 


SIGNS WITH NBC 


With Columbia also bidding spirit- 
edly for the alliance, Clarence Leich, 
operator of WGBF, Evansville, and 
WBOW, Terre Hante, last week 
agreed to put the two stations on 
the NBC list starting Feb. 1. In the 
event flood conditions make line in- 
stallation impossible by the end of 
this month the network connection 
will be postponed to a later date. 


During his stay in New York last 
week Leich also talked terms with 
Herbert Akerberg, CBS v.p. in charge 
of station relations. Leich had stipu- 
lated in the case of either web that 
WGBF could not be had unless pro- 
vision were also made for WBOW 
on the rate card. Columbia had con- 
sented to put both outlets in the 
supplementary group at an evening 
rate of $150 an hour. 

Also seeking last week to poner, 
with NBC were Herb Hollister’s 
KANS, Wichita, and John Kennedy’s 
WCHS, Charleston, and WPAR, Par- 
kersburg, W. Va. Latter was in-} 
terested in a hookup with the blue | 
link. 

} 





Akerberg yesterday (Tuesday ) out- 
bid NBC on the WCHS situation and 
tied up the station as a CBS supple- 
mentary, starting Feb. 14. WCHS op- 
amu on 580 k.c. and at 1,000 watts. ! 





1936 came to $2,840,454. On the NBC- 
CBS list B.B.D.&O. rated a boost 
from 11th to fifth place on the year. 
Biggest drop was that taken by Mc- 
Cann-Erickson, which went from 
eighth to 21st place, while Benton & 
Bowles slipped from third to sixth 
rating. 

Though it increased its billings by 
a huge margin over the year, Young 
& Rubicam did not change slots. It 
remained in seventh place, with $1,- 
745,184 spent on NBC, $499,184 on 
CBS and $89,655 with Mutual, or a 
total of $2,334,034. This agency is 
also one of the largest buyers of live 
spot programs. Y & R in 1935 spent 
$1,530,673 with NBC and Columbia. 


Harold Yale Rose Set 


Harold Yale Rose joins American 
Home Products as export manager. 
A former Cuba and Brazil advertis- 
ing agency executive, he will head- 
quarter in New Haven and concen- 








| trate on Anacin, Bisodol and Kolynos. 


Heavy users of radio in the U.S.A., 
the patent medicine company will 
probably use radio extensively in 
South America. Rose ran stations in 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, couple of years 
ago. 

Laura Satterwhite of Chi 
production department, 





NBC 
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1936 DIVVY BY AGENCIES 





CBS’ 20 Top Spenders 





List of CBS’ first 20 


B. B. D. 
Blackett- 
N. W. Ayer — 
Benton & Bowles chad 
F. Wallis Armstrong 
Ruthrauff & Ryan ..... 
Newell-Emmett 

Lord & Thomas 
William Esty Co. 
J. Walter Thompson .... 
Hutchins 
Stack-Goble 
Paris & Peart 
Young & Rubicam 
Erwin, Wasey & Co 
J. Stirling Getchell 

Knox-Reeves 
Francis Hooper 
Arthur Kudner 
Maxon 


& O.. :. 





replacing Blackett-Sample-Hummert, 


Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne, Inc., 
bia’s biggest customer for 1936, 
Inc., which had held that position for the two previous years. 


Ayer slipped from second to third place. 
2gency customers for 


Sample-Hummert 


cee ree eeeeeesresseseseeeseeeeeeeese 
ere eee ere eer eee e een eseeeee 
Ce ee ee 
ee ee ee) 
ee 
COCO HEE EEE EEE HEHEHE EEE 

CORSE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEE 


ee 


turned out to be Colum- 


N. W. 


1936 follows: 


$2,360,292 
1,963,086 
1,822,945 
1,562,135 
1,256,154 
1,192,704 
1,095,810 
1,080,908 
1,047,534 
997,181 
745,022 
568,427 
566,060 
499,300 
410,673 
344,437 
341,410 
324,596 
321,390 
306,006 


eee eeeerereeeeee 








Auto Strike Jitters 


Detroit Stations Torn Between Employer- 








engaged to | 


Employe Sides of Strike—CKLW on Spot 
+ PRE eek 


EARMARK COIN 
FOR PHONE 0.0. 


Washington, Jan. 26. 
Allotment of $350,000 to wind up 
the two-year probe of the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Co. was in- 


cluded in the $900,000,000 deficiency 
appropriation bill presented to Con- 
gress Monday (25). 


If the money is dished out as rec- 
ommended by the House Appropria- 
tions Committee, the Federal Com- 
munications Commission will have 
ample cash to conclude the inquiry 
by the summer of 1938. Most of the 
work will be done in the next few 
months, with 51 reports slated for 
publication in short order. One of 
the reports will deal with Electrical 
Research Products, Inc., while others 
will relate to Western Electric oper- 
ations, toll and local rates, etc, So 
far 20 reports have been issued, 








Radio Juvenile Killed 


Detroit, Jan. 26. 

Charles Hoffman, 18, juve actor 
in various WXYZ dramatic produc- 
tions, was killed last week when his 
car was struck by another in sub- 
urban Highland Park. 

Hoffman, who was a member of 
the ‘Junior Jewell Players,’ took 
various juve roles in ‘Lone Ranger,’ 
‘Adventures of Green Hornet’ and 
others. He was a member of the cast 
in the first Lone Ranger Safety Club 
‘Pow-Wow,’ which now numbers 


Lester Lee Griffith, NBC announcer. I more than 500,000 members. 


Comparative Agency Spending, 1934-5-6 


(EXPENDITURES FOR NBC-CBS TIME ONLY) 


AGENCY 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert .....+..+.. 
Lere & TROMGS ...ccccccccccesevccse 
J. Walter Thompson ......ececescees 
ms Ses Oe cs ceesér eecce PTY TITTT 
ss = 2 f fee eeeccecocese ° 
Benton & Bewles .cccccccccccccscces 
Young & Rubicam ...ccccscssccssees 
BIMCKMAAM 2. wees rcccce OT CTeC Terr. 
Stack-Goble .. ndeeeeseeoseveces 
Erwin, Wasey & CO. cccccccccccces ° 
P. Watlis DrMstrOMs occcccccececvceos 
Muthrael & ByAM ..ccccccdccsscccce 
Wade Adv. Co. ........ UT TTTT TTC 
Newell-Bmmete ...cccccccccccscccccee 
Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham.,.... 
Pee PEE GE, oc ccvecccesssvseve ° 


Hutchins Adv. 
Paris & Peart 


Co. 


eee eee eee eee eee ee 


Coe eee eee eee ee eee 


1936 

CbseCcossenneeds (1) $6,011,665 
TTT TEVEPIET Te , 5,573,27 
COC CCC Oost eeeece (3) 5,148,557 
edeceereusoeses ° (4) 3,276,155 
covcasedioncces . () = 2,716,819 
SebedCedéueten ane 2,419,182 
TYIUVT CTE TT Te eee (7) 2,244,454 
TOTP T TTA EET (8) 2,018,344 
rTrTrerereers wa 1,501,678 

Cevesibecceses (10) 1,467,959 
eo ecercececcccce (11) 1,256,154 
VETTE TYLETiry » (12) 1,237,928 
eee (13) 1,220,132 
eeeerccece (14) 1,139,426 
seeveeuses (15) 1,048,683 
eee (16) 1,047,534 
err re Peer Ter (17) 854,279 
TITEL I TE (14) 782,043 
. TETTETTLL TT t (19) 745,020 
POTTTTT ICT TTT (20) 733,652 
eeccccccccccccce (21) 700,520 








Detroit, Jan. 26. 

Paralysis of biz generally in this 
territory is one result of prolonged 
auto strike and is hurting local 
radio biz. Cancellations range as 
high as 33% on local accounts and 
up te 20% of national advertising. 
Mest of latter, however, being held 
up only temporarily pending set- 
tlement. 

Battle of wards between General 
Motors and United Auto Workers in 
motor strikes hereabouts is already 
giving local stations the jitters. To 
let union spokesmen air their griev- 
ance, without at same time having 
corporation present its views or 
refutations, and vice versa, has man- 
agers embarrassed. This is a labor- 
ing town wiih the majority of air 
audience of that class. 

First bombshell in the controversy 
exploded last week, with refusal of 
CKLW to permit Wyndham Mor- 
timer, UAW vice-president, to give 
the second of a series of six 
scheduled talks. Frank Ryan, man- 
aging director of CKLW, cancelled 
talk just a few hours prior to Mor- 
timer’s going on the air because he 
believed the nature of the address 
was ‘too controversial to be broad- 
cast without first obtaining permis- 
sion of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp.’ 

Union officials, thereafter cancel- 
led the remainder of the series, and 
plans legal action to ‘defend their 
right to use the air.’ The union 
charged that outside pressure was 
being put on CKLW, but Ryan de- 
nied this. He explained: 

‘I told Mr. Martin (Homer Martin, 
pres. of UAW, who delivered the 
first talk of the series previous night 
over CKLW) to turn the copies of 
all talks in early in the day so that 
I could have them approved by the 
CBC. Mr. Mortimer’s speech did 
not come into my hands until 4 p.m. 
the day of the broadcast, which was 
too late to have officials at Ottawa 





j}approve the talk.’ 





Ryan said he allowed Martin to 
give the first talk, because his speech 


1935 1934 ‘was more an outline of the union's 
(2) $4,774,907 (1) $4,104,412 | policies and what they attempted to 
(4) 3,335,372 (2) 4,101,685 | do.’ 
(1) 4,990,644 (3) 2,930,851 Mortimer’s address was slated to 
(5) 2,964,094 (6) 2.042.173 | deal with ‘some of the conditions 
(11) 1,111,618 (8) 1,439,748 | within the General Motor plants, 
(3) 3,449,439 (4) 2,392.37 which brought about the national 
(7) 1,530,673 (7) 1,796,832 | Strike of its employes.’ 
(10) 1,372,179 (20) 504,542 Meanwhile, local stations are lay- 
(9) 386.274 (10) 1,367,254 | ing off the strike controversies, ex- 
(6) 1,730,212 (5) 2,145,732 | cept for comments by newscasters, 
(16) 893,515 (35) 240,.240| which include both sides of the 
(17) 886,640 (9) 1,409,984 | matter, 
(18) 858,671 (24) 399,105 - 
(21) 734.311 (11) 1,140,460 Morfit to N. Y. on Spec 
(15) 910,329 (16) 834.872 Baltimore, Jan. 26. 
(13) 946,107 (15) 885.705 Garry Morfit, 22-yr-young conti- 
(22) 285,895 (13) 970,952 | nuity chalker and staff air comic on 
(14) 945,176 (14) 963.800 WBAL, has handed in resignation, 
(23) 556,989 (23) 405.481 | effective end of this week. 
(39) 260.584 (41) 189.279 | Going to N. Y. on spec to try to 
(8) 1.445.915 (12) 1.052.393 wriggle into big-league radio. 
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LOOKS LIKE INDUSTRY WILL SHARE ODIUM 


IF CONGRESS GREENLIGHTS F. C. C. PROBE 








Politicians Reported Readying to Kick Around 


Broadcasting in General and Networks Specifi-| 


cally—While Also Investigating F. C. C. 


+ 


Washington, Jan. 26. 

Green light for investigation of the 
Federal Communications Commission 
will be flashed by House of Repre- 
sentatives bosses as result of com- 
promise plan broadening scope of 
contemplated inquiry. 

While the proposition probably 
will refrigerate for several weeks, 
Democratic chieftains were described 
last week as willing to allow a se- 
lect committee to go to work on 
charges of favoritism, disregard for 
the law and political influence. But 
only with the specific understanding 
that the snoopers at the same time 


will turn the heat on members of the 
industry, particularly the networks. 


Long-agitated quizz of the F.C.C. 
appeared just around the corner 
when House bosses were represented 
as favorably inclined toward the 
resolution, sponsored by Rep. Wil- 
liam P. Connery of Massachusetts, 
calling for a select committee probe 
of ‘allegations and charges that have 
been or may be made relative to ir- 
regularities in or pertaining to the 
monopoly which exists in radio and 
the activities and functions carried 
on under the Communications Act of 
1934 and all matters pertaining to 
radio or radio broadcasing.’ 


Resolution Revamped? 


While none of the House czars 
would make a specific statement, it 
was understood that the strategy was 
discussed in advance by Connery and 
the Democratic leadership. As a re- 
sult of these talks, the character of 
the resolution was completely re- 
vamped. The 1937 versions takes 





They'll Never Prove 
According to ‘Variety’ 





This radio thing is getting 
pretty serious. For the second 
time Variety has been called 
upon to settle an academic 
point of pronunciation. Last 
year students of amazement 
may recall the tempest that 
raged in VARIETY’s columns on 
whether it was ‘derby’ or 
‘darby’ when you bet on it 
rather than wore it. Now up 
steps a guy from Greenville, 
S. C., and says positively and 
swears - it’s - no - rib. VARIETY 
should settle a big uproar over 
how to talk the English lan- 
guage. VARIETY is printed in the 
English language, it seems. Any- 
how here’s the letter: 

Editor Correct 

Dept., VARIETY: 


A dispute has arisen here 
concerning the tendency of 
South Carolina radio announc- 
ers to give the letter ‘w’ the 
sound of ‘double-you.’ Some of 
us feel that the ‘double-you’ is 
a bit more euphemistic, if per- 
haps a trifle less academic, than 
the plainer ‘w.’ On the other 
hand, there is a group that re- 
sists the suggestion that ‘w’ is, 
or should ever be, double- 
jointed. 

We have derived, slight con- 
solation from Webster’s Inter- 
national Dictionary and so we 
are asking VARIETY to hand 
down a decision and settle this 
point. 


Pronunciation 








some of thé sting out of the squawks 
about the Commish and puts the in- 
dustry as well as the government 
agency on the spot. 


In a long list of whereases setting 
forth the. broad charges which the 
committee should consider, Connery 
declares that despite restrictions in 
the 1934 law a monopoly has been de- 
veloped whica is ‘profiting illegally 
at the expense and to the detriment 
of the people.’ Foreword says radio 
trust has grown up through ‘the leas- 
ing of, the purchase of, the affiliating 
of, the operation of, or through pos- 
session of contracts giving to a se- 
lect few the exclusive right to use 
the more desirable time of these 
broadcasting stations.’ 


Committee would be ordered to 
look into alleged trafficking in li- 
censes and indecent programs, as 
well as the suspected trust. Connery 
noted that certain types of programs, 
which were not identified in any de- 








tail, are said to be contrary to the 
‘intent, spirit and language’ of the 
Communications act, obviously re- 
ferring to the Mexican broadcast 
about which he beefed two years ago 
and the output of an Italian language 
station which was investigated re- 
cently by the Commish. 


Speedy approval of the resoijution 
is not expected. Connery has agreed 
not to be impatient on getting a hear- 
ing, necessary before the measure 
can reach the floor, since the bosses 
want to hold off a deluge of demands 
for special investigations until the 
session nears its end. If the radio 
probe is authorized too early, chief- 
tains fear they will experience trouble 
holding off other ‘members wanting 
to pay off political grudges or cap- 
ture headlines. Rules Committee will 
keep Connery on a side-track for 
the present and shoot him down the 
main line later in the session. 








BOWERS TO RAYMER 


N. W. Ayer Time Buyer 
Station Sales Rep Firm 


Joins 





Chicago, Jan. 26. 


Ed Bowers, radio department chief | 


and time buyer for the N. W. Ayer 
agency here, moves over to become 


| manager of the local Paul Raymer 
Bowers, who has | 


station rep office. 
had considerable experience in the 
spot broadcasting business, comes 
into the Raymer organization, to re- 





place Harold Higgins who joins the | 


new Chi sales office for WOR (New- 
ark) under Bob Barrett. 

Paul Raymer was in town last 
week to make the new setup fol- 
lowing Higgins’ resignation. 


CAMERA NUTS WILL 
SPREAD AND MULTIPLY 


Group of candid camera nuts 
among radio broadcasters got to- 
gether in Chicago last week at the 
Sales Mgrs. Sales meeting. They 
organized an informal, immaterial 
and impolite camera club under the 
name of Undertaker & Undertaker 
and expect to create quite a nuisance 
value for themselves. 

At the forthcoming N.A.B. conven- 
tion this June, they expect to annoy 
everybody, -run a practical joke par- 
lor devoted to photography in its 
higher artistry, and in other ways 
manage to keep themselves and 
other delegates from paying any at- 
tention to the convention proceed- 
ings as such. 

Rascals include Bill Cline of WLS, 
Chicago, who is supreme potentate 
and Herb Hollister of KANS, Wichita, 
who is lord high next in order. Don 
Searle of WIBW. Topeka; Mallory 
Chamberlin, WNBR, Memphis; and 
Ellis Atterbury also founders. 











Hecht-MacArthur’s Radio 


Claim on ‘Jumbo’ at Bat 


N. Y. Supreme Court Judge Mc- 
Geehan yesterday (Tuesday) re- 
served decision on the motion of 
Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur 
for an order directing Billy Rose to 
submit to examination before trial 
of the authors’ breach of contract 
suit growing out of Rose’s show, 
‘Jumbo.’ 

Hecht and MacArthur are seeking 
$13,000 and $1,000 interest which they 
claim Rose owes them on a contract 
made in connection with the libret- 
to they composed for the show. 
Plaintiffs claim Rose permitted the 
composition to be used for 13 weeks 
over the radio and neglected to pay 
them 25% of the profits. 





Alexander Woollcott celebrated his 
50th birthday last week, tabbing it 





| Providence, 











on the air. 
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Network Chart | 


NBC NEW PROGRAMS 


Lewis-Howe Co. (Tums): ‘Vocal 
Varieties’ chorus of 35 voices, Tues- 
days and Thursdays, 7:15 to 7:30 p.m., 
beginning Jan. 28; for 52 weeks. Basic 
Red and WLW. 


NBC RENEWALS 


Lady Esther Co.: ‘Lady Esther 
Serenade’ with Wayne King orches- 
tra, beginning Feb. 2; for 52 weeks. 
Basic Red, NC, NW, SC, WJDX, SW, 
KTHS, KTBS. 

CBS NEW PROGRAMS 

Phillips Packing Co. (soups, 
products); George Rector 
talks, Wedesndays, Thursdays, 
days, 1:30 to 1:45 p.m., beginning 
Feb. 17; for 52 weeks. Albany, Balti- 
more, Boston, Buffalo, Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Hartford, New 
York City, Phiadelphia, Pittsburgh, 
Syracuse, Washington, 
Akron, Columbus, Rochester, Toledo, 
Worcester. Jacksonville, Miami, 
Tampa, Atlanta, Charlotte, New 
Orleans, Richmond, Utica, Wheeling, 
Dallas. Houston, San Antonio. 

Philip Morris & Co.: ‘Johnny 
Presents’ with Johnny Roventini, 
Phil Duey, Swing Fourteen (mixed 
chorus), Giersdorf . Sisters, Four 
Rogues (male quartet), and Charles 
Martin (in dramatic sketches), Sat- 
urdays, 8:30 to 9 p.m., beginning Feb. 
13; for 52 weeks. Basic 21 stations, 


food 
food 
Fri- 


plus Akron, Columbus, Rochester, 
Dayton, Binghamton, Harrisburg, 
Milwaukee, Peoria, South Bend, 


Youngstown, Wheeling, Wichita, At- 
lanta, Pensacola, Charlotte, Greens- 
boro, Richmond, Minneapolis, Daven- 
port. Rebroadcast at 11:30 p.m. to 
Colorado Springs, Great Falls, Den- 
ver. Salt Lake City, Missoula, and 
the Pacific Coast Group. 

Philco Radio & Television: Boake 
Carter newscasts, beginning Feb. 22: 
for 52 weeks. Baltimore, Boston, 
Buffalo, Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleve- 
land, Detroit. Hartford. Kansas City, 
Louisville, New York City. Omaha- 
Lincoln, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, 
Providence, St. Louis, Svracuse. 
Washington, Atlanta. Charlotte. Dal- 


| las. Oklahoma Citv. Minneapolis. 


Lady Esther: ‘Wavne King’s Or- 
chestra,’ beginning Feb. 22: for 52 
weeks. Basic 21 stations, plus Akron, 
Columbus. Dayton. Toledo (to May 
3), Charlotte. Denver. Minneapolis, 
New Orleans. Salt Lake City. To- 
peka, and Pacific Coast Group. 





e 
(Note: New programs or renewals 
for more than 13 weeks are gener- 


ally cancellable in cycles of 13 weeks 
on 30 days’ notice). 


Clay Morgan’s Title 





Clay Morgan, who formerly was 
designated as assistant to the presi- 
dent of NBC, this week was named 
as director of promotion. In new 
spot, he will report to NBC chief 
executive and will be responsible 
for promotion activities which are 
now Officially listed as including 
publicity and advertising. 

Wayne L. Randall retains his old 
title and position as publicity chief, 
only change being that he reports to 
Morgan rather than Lenox Lohr. 





AIR TALENT’S 
SPECIAL TRIP 
TOD.C. 


Flock of radio, stage and screen 
talent being banded together to ren- 
der gratis service at the President's 
Birthday Ball on Saturday (30) in 
Washington. James E. Sauter is V.p. 
in charge of entertainment for the 
blowout. He’s chief of Air Features, 
Inc. 

Roster skedded to leave New York 
by special train on Saturday morning 
includes: Abe Lyman’s orchestra: 
Lucy Monroe; Benny Fields; Irving 
Caesar; Sid Gary; and Diana Ward. 
Will play at the Willard, Mayflower, 
Shoreham, Raleigh, Washington, 
Wardman Park and Hamilton hotels. 

Bicycle route for guesters is an 
innovation this year. Previously en- 
tertainers were allotted only to speci- 
fied places where they stayed until 
the blowout was over. Squawks re- 
sulted from this policy, however, 
with merry-makers claiming that 
some hotels got more entertainment 
than others. So this year the she- 
bang goes on a tour to every hotel 
on the circuit. 

Meanwhile virtually every major 
web program is giving pieces over 
to the Birthday Ball stuff, and Irene 
Rich together with the Columbia 
Transcription Service have cut a 
bunch of platters to plug the event. 
Proceeds of the fetes go to the Warm 
Springs Foundation. 








Visiting 
IN NEW YORK 

Clarence Leich, WGBF, WEOA, 
Evansville. 

Bill Behrman, 
Haute. 

Mort Watters, WCHS, Charleston, 
W. Va. 

Herb Hollister, KANS, Wichita. 

Gerard Ellis, Col. Phonograph, 
Chicago. 


WBOW,_ Terre 


IN CHICAGO 
Paul Raymer, New York. 
Al Cormier, WIP, Chicago. 
Allen Campbell, WXYZ, Detroit. 
Tom Phelan, NBC, New York. 
Henry Christian, WXYZ, Detroit. 
In Washington 
Herbert Hollister, KANS, Wichita. 
David Sarnoff, RCA, New York. 
Abe Schecter, NBC, New York. 
Boake Carter, CBS, New York. 
Donald Flamm, WMCA, New York. 
Bob Trout, CBS, New York. 
Graham McNamee, NBC, New 
York. 
H. V. Kaltenborn, CBS, New York. 
Ben Grauer, NBC, New York. 
* Bill Perry, CBS, New York. 





Bill Hay who continues as the 
‘Amos ’n’ Andy’ announcer, has left 
the NBC network sales department 
in Chi, being replaced by E. K, 
Hartenbower of Chi NBC local sales, 
with Charles Hotchkiss coming in 
from agency biz to fill Hartenbower 
vacancy, 





Chicago 


Commercial Hours Analyzed 


























WMAQ WGN WIND WJJD 
HOURS HOURS HOURS HOURS 
On On On On 
Air Commercial Air Commercial. Air Commercial / Air Commercial 
>: 22 a8 6 a & £ a 2 6 
Sunday...... | 17 2 _ Bae 15% 2 2 4 19 a 8 11% 8% * 8% 
Monday......| 18 3% 7% till 17 6 3% 9%) 22 6% *.. 6%4| 12% 6% %*.. 6% 
Tuesday..... 18 3% 8% 11%) 17 5% 2% ‘Th 22 GS” Mea 6 12% «6% *.. 654 
Wednesday..... 18 3% 8% 12 17 6 2% 8%| 22 6% *.. 6%| 12% 6% *.. 6% 
Thursday.... | 18 3% 8% 11%)| 17 4% 2 6%| 22 T %ee 7 3 ath eed T 7 
Friday.......| 18 3% 7% 10%) 17 6% 2% 9%) 22 6% *.. 6%| 12% 7% * 7% 
Saturday.....| 18 2 8% 10%) 17 3% M% 3%| 22 . 7. 6 12% 5% *°.. 5% 
Total.........{126 20% 58  78%| 117% 34 15% 49%) 151 47% *.. 46%; 75 49% *.. 4934 











WLS WENR WBBM 
HOURS HOURS HOURS 
On On On 
Air Commercial Air Commercial Air Commercial 
« 3 = © Fs = o = 
7 > r4 = Vv _ ~~ ~ 8 
= o ra 
§ £¢& § £ é 5 £2 
14 ly %™ 1 11 1% 3% =514%| 17% 4% =5% 10 
10% 3% 2% 6 815 % 1 1%} 19% 7 7% 14% 
10% 3% 3% 6% 814 19 1% 2%) 19% 7% 6% 14 
10% 3 2% 5%| 8% % % 1 19% 7 734 14% 
10% 3% 1% #5 814 Mm 1% 1%] 19% 7%; 7% 14% 
10% 3 3% 6% 8% 1 1% 2%/ 19% 7 8 15 
14 5% My 5% 5 % % 1 1934 5% 3% 8% 
80%, 21% 14% 36 58% 5 10% 15%} 13434. 45%, 46 92% 











* Not affiliated with a network. 
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QAST IGNORES THE EAST 





Consular Report from Pacific 





+ 





deadpan, 
a mountain shack, 
girls back east. 


Actually the West Coast, 
VARIETY), 





is lousy with radio, 


because it keeps feeding young 


Francisco and Los Angeles mikes in a way 
| Portland chamber of commerce from 
announcers to etherize the new San 
Francisco bay bridge, when it was officially opened by NBC. 
just to show that the Pacific North- 
Try out the talent here, and if it sur- 
vives physical starvation while clicking, 


it took three Portland, Ore., 


| A blurb like that is warranted, 
| west is a sort of radio ‘dog.’ 


KNX for eating money. 
in ‘lost horizon radio.’ 


cellent, 


generally pretty poor on 


practically don’t exist. 


around $2.50 a show. 
interludes get more. 


many touches of showmanship. 


expect to spend much else after 
are a few notable exceptions, 


tions are making money. 





Since there’s some sort of a theory that the West Coast is a radio 
known only to its mother and a few relatives that live in 
some explanation ought to be given the boys and 
Otherwise they'll still be holding gentle, childlike 
thoughts that the Far West is a lot of ether agitated now and then by 
KNX, Hollywood. And that’s too simple to be true. 

‘lost horizon of broadcasting’ 
and a lot of the radio is the same. 
This particular flag-stop must be a sort of Ancestor of the Industry, 


talent down to the better paid San 
that should arouse the 
its lotus bed. For instance, 


It takes a typical spot like this for a good analysis of what’s what 
Leading local stations are mechanically 
fat with low paid talent, 
production. 
usually done by virtue of agency 
They can’t on the dough offered. 

Gun-toting and murder are still the highlights of the local ether. 
For dramatic stuff, members of a very creditable cast work for 
Union musicians who play a few bars in the 


Very likely the picture of what happens in this dorp isn’t very 
different from that in a good many other key points in the provinces, 
where radio is still a sort of band-tooting carnival undistinguished by 


Radio time is scarce in this neck of the weods. 
buying space on the ether. 
but in general the idea is to sell the 
time and let the ‘show’ take care of itself. 


Portland--Ore., Jan. 26. 


(to quote 


then it goes to KPO or 


ex- 
but 
are 
writers 


business 
jobs 
Continuity 


wallowing in good 
Best production 


interference. 


Few advertisers 
There 


Nevertheless all the sta- 








Pacific Coast Radio Notes 





Nat Shilkret will baton the music the Coast NBC-Red web from San 


for Richard Crooks and Margaret 
Speaks on their two broadcasts from 
Hollywood, Feb. 1-8. 





Francisco. Boy was formerly heard 
over KFRC, 





Wilbur Eickelberg, newly appoint- 


Carroll Nye, L. A. Times radio ed, ed manager of KFRC, San Francisco, 
grabbed a spot in the Fred Astaire- | met local radio scribes at a luncheon 


Ginger Rogers pic at Radio, 





Judy Garland goes on the Ben 
Bernie airshow, Feb. 2. 





Bob Taplinger spending a couple 
of weeks at his L. A. office. 





Velma McCall getting things in 
order for Lum and Abner’s broad- 
casts from Hollywood. Music and 
blurbs will be cut in from Chicago. 





Danny Danker looking around for 
new Hollywood quarters for J. Wal- 
ter Thompson.: Must vacate when 
NBC starts building addition. 





Robert Mitchell at KEHE (Los An- 
geles) as staff organist. 





Fred MacMurray’s emceeing deal 
with Hollywood Hotel calls for 15 
weeks at $2,500 a shot. 





Noreen Gammill authored and 
plays the lead in ‘Sunny Valley,’ on 
KFWB (Hollywood). 





Tom Wallace, Chicago agency 
exec, and Sidney Garfinkel, Frisco 


15 and 2’er, prowling the L. A. radio 
marts, 





Harry Maizlish has revamped his 
KFWB (Hollywood) publicity per- 
sonnel. Jean Armand is in charge 


of advertising and exploitation; Ray | on business. 


in the Hotel St. Francis last week. 


| Eickelberg at one time was manager 





of KHJ. 





Darrell Donnell, San _ Francisco, 
Examiner radio columnist and news- 
caster, resumes broadcasting Mar. 1. 





M. Leonard Matt, columnist over 
WDAS, Philly, and employee in city 
solicitor’s office, being groomed by 
Republicans for city controller's 
berth. 





Lee Sands and Robert Marco 
hatching comedy situations for Eddie 
Cantor, 





Sheldon Hicock, of NBC’s stations 
relations staff, is recovering from an 
appendix op performed in Post 
Graduate hospital, New York. 





Shaw and Lee set for Camel Cara- 


| van. Gertrude Niessen will guest for 


same show on Feb. 2. 





J. M. Seiferth, spieling poetry and 
philosophy over WDSU, New Or- 
leans, has concluded 3,000 consecu- 
tive broadcasts, billing the run as ‘a 
world’s record.’ Son now also on the 
stanza, 





Sheidon Vinsonhaler, KLRA, Little 
Rock, in New York and Washington 
After weeks stay will 


Buffum blurbing the Gus Edwards | /continue with wife on pleasure jaunt 
show, and Fred Dodge handling the to Toronto. 


dailies. 





John Shea drew a Warner contract Little Rock, 


on the strength of his performance 


on Haven MacQuarrie’s amateur 
show. 





} 





Ray Lene, member of the KLRA, 
commercial staff, re- 
turned this week from Wisconsin 
where he had been on leave of ab- 


;sence for several months. 


Mickey Gillette has deserted the , 


sax section of Meredith Willson’s ork 
in Frisco for a change of residence 
to Hollywood. 





KEHE (Los Angeles) last 
sounded a dirge for recordings and 
will use only transcriptions here- 
after. 





Frank Morgan being auditioned in 
Hollywood for a national account. 





Kenneth Garcia, 9, wins th little 
brother role in Janet Baird’s new 
Children’s Corner’ programs over 





John Bingham leaves the sales 
staff of WCOL, Columbus, this week 
to become a reporter-photographer | 


}on the Sunday Star, weekly tabloid | 
| sheet. 


week | 





Coleman Wilson, former Canadian 
and WINS, New York City, an- 
nouncer, and Gardner Smith replace 
Bob Mahaney and Fred Demong, re- 
signed, as WSYR, Syracuse spielers. 





Ken Frogley, only L. A. announcer | 
whose voice has been heard on the | 


three major networks in spieling the 
bands at the Palomar, has checked 


WHY PACIE 
aT HD 


iS | 
ON 


California Reverses Rest of 
U.S.A. in Division of 
Radio Time Sales—Local 
Retail Tops 








GOOD RADIO AREA 


Pacific coast radio which has been 


dition that pre-dates radio. It con- 
cerns the floppo efforts of eastern ad- 
vertising agencies to complete the 
conquest of the far west with one- 
man offices and, coincidentally, the 
insistence of Pacific wholesalers and 
jobbers upon an advertising agency, 
with full staff and close to the Pa- 
cific centres of distribution. 

Actually 
| radio listeners, have 10,000.000 people 
and nearly 3,000,000 radio families, 
| but that the Pacific slope is almost 
| like a foreign country in an eastern 
| advertising sense cannot be denied. 
Many advertisers operate on the far 
| western slope with a 
agency, a separate budget, often a 
separate factory, etc. This is similar 
to the arrangements typical of Amer- 
ican operations in Canada. 

California’s Twist 


Continental divide, of course, is a 
natural boundary that shuts the Pa- 
| cific States in and the rest of the 
U.S.A. out. That together with the 
development of advertising agencies 
rooted in and confined to the Coast 
has reversed the usual percentage 
balance between local and regional 
or national spot placements. In Cali- 
fornia, second in gross station time 
volume for the country, local biz 
(U.S. Gov’t figures, 1935) leads spot 
by $600,000. New York state, in con- 
trast, is $300,000 the other way on 
an annual gross a million higher. 
Ohio, the third state nationally in 
station time (network compensation 
omitted) takes $3,200,000 from na- 
tional spot and regionals as against 
$1,195,000 for local time sales. In 
Illinois the same condition provides 
an $800,000 annual differential in 
favor of spot and regional against 
local station. 

Pacific Coast stations direct most 
of their sales effort and promotional 
enterprise to San Francisco, Los An- 
geles, Portland and Seattle. So far 
there is no particular evidence that 
radio may force a change in eastern 
advertising agencies’ attitude. New 
York agencies have sent producers 
to Hollywood on_ transcontinental 
programs but this is quite different. 











out. He is also radio ed of L. A. 
Illustrated Daily News. 





Frank Whitbeck emcees ‘Good 
Earth’ premiere from Carthay Circle, 
L.A., Jan. 29 for a Mutual network 
ride. 





Ken Englund working with Don 
Prindle on the Joe Penner scripts. 
He is also negotiating for the pub- 
lication of two books. 





Raymond Paige, Hollywood Hotel 
maestro, launched his eight-meter 
racing sloop last week. 





Jack von Nostrand has joined Jack 
Runyon’s radio production staff at 
L. A. office of Lord & Thomas. 








| 
| 





| Frederick Stark’s ork at KHJ (Los | 


|Angeles) now taking 
/netw ork swing. 


the Mutual 





Dale Armstrong, L. A. Times radio | 
| writer, drew the announcer role in 





Paramount’s ‘Murder Goes to Col- | 
lege.’ 
Donald Novis has the Feb. 9 solo 


| spot on Jack Oakie’s collegiate airer. 





Sales manager Carlton E. Coveny 
at KJBS, San Francisco, back on the | 
‘job after honeymoon. 


called ‘the lost horizon of broadcast- | 
ing’ gets that way because of a con- | 


Pacific states are good | 


separate | 


| secured 


\apolis. 


‘Can You Get KFSO on Your Set? 


Quoted from 


Frisco Store Adv. 


As Rivals Needle Station 





Radio Reaches ’Em 


Seattle, Jan. 26. 

To inspire listeners with con- 
fidence in the purity and quality 
of Pioneer beer, KOMO-KJR 
programs for the brewing com- 
pany carried talks, ghosted in 
Germanic gutturals, by Brew- 
master Otto Hollander describ- 
ing the_care taken in making 
the Pioneer product. 

From an Oregon listener 
came the letter: ‘Dear Mr. Hol- 
lander: Would you please send 
me the recipe for making home 


brew? Thank you.’ 











‘Discharged Salesman OK’s 





Tacoma, Jan. 26. 

Through his attorneys, Burkey & 
Burkey, Harold Porter who sued and 
judgment for $500 from 
KMO, local radio station, from a 
jury, but was later revised by the 
| trial judge and cut to $229.43 as 
| salesman’s commissions dre after his 
discharge, has acknowledged final 
judgment and will accept this sum. 
| Whether KMO will appeal this judg- 

ment to a higher court is problemat- 
ical. 

However, Teats & Teats,*as attor- 
neys for KMO, told Variety repre- 
sentative that from strictly a money 
standpoint they would advise paying 
it and not assume cost of transcript 
and filing fees, unless the Washing- 
ton Broadcasters’ Association desired 
to stand a share of such appeal. It 
now rests in the lap of the associa- 
tion whether it goes any further 
and the example of paying a radio 
salesman his commissions after his 
discharge shall prevail as a prece- 
dent in other actions that might 
arise. ‘ 


Tacoma Kidaappings Aid 
To Radio; Chilled Extras 


Tacoma, Jan. 26. 

Three major kidnapping cases 
originating in Tacoma in the past 18 
months played a part in radio-press 
relations. Latest instance had sta- 
tions KVI and KMO both scooping 
the press on the Willie Mattson kid- 
napping. Newspaper extras went 
begging on stands 20 minutes after 
big break came via radio. 

Now it looks like the dailies here 
are willing to be more chummy with 
radio. Radio news is getting better 
attention and program listings have 








been rescued from the classified 
section and moved forward for 
prominence. 





Benny, Burns and Allen 
Set for Lux Soap Show 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Lux Soap broadcasts will use top 
radio names in guest spots. Jack 
Benny and Mary ‘uivingston will do 
‘Brewster's Millions’ on Feb. 15 and 
Burns and Allen have been signed 
for later date. 





| Danny Danker denies running out 


of picture names and says policy 
| always has been to use toppers re- 
| gardless of branch of show business. 





| Al Chance Assists Neff 


Detroit, Jan. 26, 

Al Chance, WXYZ’s chief an- 
;nouncer, was named this week as 
|assistant to Russell Neff, newly ap- 

| pointed production manager of sta- 
tion. 

Chance, who came to WXYZ from 
WJSV, Washington, where he was 
a special events announcer, formerly 
was chief spieler at WCCO, Minne- 
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@ 


+ 





Reduced Award; Stations 
Find Precedent Odious | 











.Lwas sales 


Rated in commercial radio circles 
as tops for competitive needling is 
the use that rival stations and their 
sales reps have been making of a 
San Francisco department store ad 
involving KFSO. Copies of the ad, 
which is so phrased as to make the 
quality of KFSO’s signal strength a 
thing of doubt, have been distributed 
by the station’s opposition among ad- 
vertising agencies in New York and 
Chicago. 

Columbia, which operates KFSO 
under a five-year lease, boiled over 
the ad and the unfavorable capital 
made of it, while Murray Grabhorn, 
New York mer. for John Blair & 
Co., which still represents the sta- 
tion, addressed a letter to Philip 
Lasky, KFSO gen. mgr., asking that 
a statement rectifying the matter be 
obtained from the department store. 
Grabhorn and his aids have had 
tearsheets of the ad flashed in their 
faces during the past week while 
making their contracts around the 
agencies, 

Display ad responsible for the row 
was used by the Emporium, major 
Frisco department store, in the local 
Herald-Examiner, and also in an 
Oakland newspaper. Plugging the 
store’s special sale of a General Elec- 
tric receiving set, the ad was cap- 
tioned: ‘Can You Get KFSO?’ Copy 
under a cut of the set explained that 
the store appreciated the recent al- 
liance of KFSO with CBS and ex- 
pressed the thought that it would 
be to the listener’s best interests and 
enjoyment to obtain a receiver which 
could unquestionably bring in the 
station. 

Not Intentional 


In his letter to Lasky the head of 
Blair’s New York office declared that 
it was obvious to him that the de- 
partment store had intended no un- 
favorable inference but that it meree 
ly sought to ride in on the adver- 
tising which CBS had been doing 
around Frisco in connection with the 
KFSO alliance. Grabhorn also wrote 
that he regreted that fellow reps 
and competitive stations had seized 
the ad as an opportunity for under- 
mining the coverage standing of 
KFSO. i 

It is the first time that a news- 
paper display has been used for 
tearing-down purposes in the com- 
mercial broadcasting business, 


San Francisco Sponsor 
Starts Plugging Expo 


San Francisco, Jan, 26, 


Owl Drug’s new show, ‘Treasure 
Island,’ which debuts over NBC’s 
western Red network Feb. 7 at 8:15 
p.m. PST, will be handled by NBC 
announcer Cliff Engle in collabora- 
tion with Art Linkletter, in charge 
of radio activities for the 1939 
Golden Gate International Exposi«- 
tion here. The quarter-hour proe- 
grams will be built around the many 
arts and sciences which will be rep- 
resented at the expo. Engle will be 
the narrator and will also condv7t 
interviews. 

Contract provides that the name 
and date of the GGIE be mentioned 
once on every show during the first 
nine months, Remaining three 
months in the series will plug the 
vacation features and other attrac- 
tions of the western states partici- 
pating in the expo. Account is sere 
viced by D’Evelyn & Wadsworth. 


Thompson Joins Agency 


Griff:th E. Thompson, now with 
the NBC sales department, becomes 
head of the radio department of the 
Birmingham, Castleman & Pierce 
agency Feb. 1. 

He was transferred to NBC’s hore 
office from Boston last June. Be- 
fore becoming head of the web’s New 
England sales division, Thompson 
manager of WBZ, Boston, 
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AL PEARCE GANG 
Sengs, Comedy, Music 
30 Mins. 
FORD 
Tuesday, 9 p.m. 
WABC, New York 

(N. W. Ayer) 

It's easy for sophisticates to ele- 
vate a snooty eyebrow at parts of 
this half hour. But in so doing it’s 
not improbable the owners of the 
arched brows may be missing the 
point; which is, that Ford wants a 
program to strike the lower middle 
class Ford-buying brackets. And for 
that purpose what Al Pearce puts 
out and the way he puts it out is 


okay. It moves along snappily. No 
stage waits. No siraining. Simple 
in its component parts, in its pat- 
tern and in its comedy notions. 

Best of the individual bits on the} 
night caught was Arline Harris, a| 
femme monologist with lots of 


felicity and a brand of comedy that 
should strike a responsive chord out 
where they laugh naturally without 
two-way implications. There’s an 
exaggerated comedy 
named Lord Bilgewater who might 


be a focal point for sophisticated 
critics. He’s mildly funny. 

forced or raucous as with many 
flubdub humor efforts on present- | 


character | 


‘GOOD WILL HOUR’ 
With John J. Anthony 
Talk 

60 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sun., 10 p.m. 

WMCA, New York 


WMCA brought back the Good 
Will Court idea in a new dressing 
the past weekend (24). It was a 


often marked the stanza in its origi- 
nal form. No legalities participate 
|in the new program 
lof A. L. Alexander. 


director of 
Institute for 


described as_ the 
Marital Relations 
| past 11 years. 





steering the mike clients clear 


sible. 


|an ex parte conciliator. He offers | 
| no legal advice, unless it is knowl- 
| edge common even to the laymen, 
such as what are the grounds for 
| divorce in New York or New Jer- 
; sey, but undertakes to point out how 


Yet not | the matter be adjusted by a change | 


of mental or personal approach. 
Initial ‘case’ brought to the mike 


day programs. There’s also an Elmer | for Anthony’s administration tended 


Blurp and Eb and Zeb. It’s all in 
the vernacular of the smaller towns. 
But the results, minute by minute, 
are not inferior in genuine comedy 
and unpretentious diversion to that 
achieved by more spectacular half 
hours. Al Pearce himself presides 
in a homefolksy way. Has rounded 
vocal quality. 

Musically the program is consist- 
ently pleasant in a light harmony 
way. Symphonettes, girl trio, ex- 
cellent. Stuff is arranged in a slick 
modern way and delivered ditto. 
Couple of guitar masseurs, Carl 
Kress and Dick McDonough, make 
their strings hum prettily. 

Listeners in the metropolitan New 
York area are invited to write in 
for ducats to studio broadcasts. 
Otherwise the commercials are char- 
acteristic of Ford—never very long, 
never very insistent on talking up 
the fine points or the unique fea- 
tures—content instead to punch, 
‘watch the Fords go by.’ Land. 


LINA COVINGTON HARRELL 
News 

10 Mins, 

COCA-COLA 

Daily, 10:05 a.m. 

WSOC, Charlotte, N. C. 


Bottled Coca-Cola-is using this 
medium for promoting the cartons 
which theyrare now using to handle 
bottled Coca-Colas for home _ use. 
Program is directed primarily tu 
women, and contains items of local 
as well es national news. 

Stories are told in a chatty, inti- 
mate way and include many human 
inter#gt details. Announcements are 
= for local clubs, society events, 
i ete. 

Mrs. Harrell does not confine her 
news to the things usually found on 
The Woman’s Page. If she hears of 
a murder, she gets details not usually 
published, and puts them on her pro- 
gram. A wreck may come in as a 
flash with meager details, Lina cov- 
ington Harrell goes to the spot in 
search of details that have otherwise 
been overlooked in the usual chan- 
nels of news reporting. 

Period is interpersed with com- 
mercials tooting the merits of boftled 
coca-cola, and recipes for using it on 
menus, as well as in combinations 
with foods, and especially introduc- 
ing the convenient way of handling 
the bottles in the home, with the 
new carton. Hard. 





PAT FLANAGAN’S NOTEBOOK 
Talk 
15 Mins. . 
NELSON STORAGE CO. 
M-W-F, 4:30 p.m., CST 
WBBM, Chicago 
Gloom hanging heavy over the 
whole city seemed to have its effect 
even in WBBM’s new studios, for 
this program of odd facts from odd 
news and odd headlines, delivered 
by Pat Flanagan, certainly lacked 
the reputed cheery Flanagan manner. 
Whole 15-minute period is devoted 
to a hodge-podge of assorted facts. 
some of them interesting and some 
in the so-what class, latter in the 
majority. Question box at the end. 
evoted to the answering of lis- 


teners’ queries. was much better, but 


the whole sounded as though a small 
amount of material was 
stretched to fill in a 15-minute spot. 


Sponsored by Nelson Bros., three 


long plugs were given, and one extra 
mention. 


ORIGINAL TASTYEAST JESTERS 


With Wamp Carlson, Guy Bobham, 


Dwight Latham 
Music 
15 Mins. 
TASTYEAST 
Tu-W-Th, 6:15 p. m. 
WENR, Chicago 

(J. M. Muller Co.) 

Billing stresses ‘Original’ Tastyeast 
Jesters, but nothing original about 
them, especially when they're at- 


tempting comedy. One of the cast 


does an Uncle Julius character. _ 

When they’re singing, they consti- 
tute a trio singing, nothing more, 
nothing less. Did three numbers in 
the episode caught and spaced them 
so far apart with the uncomical com- 
edy that the songs seemed better 
than they actually were. 


to give the impression that the pro- 
gram was due for the old line of 
ultra-melodramatics, but the stories 
told and the advice sought by the 
subsequent clients indicated an en- 
tirely different objective. The pro- 
gram was made no less interesting 
by its lack of weeping women and 
extra-legal sex tangles. Both of 
these elements were restricted to the 
initial case, which had obviously 
been picked to start things off with 
a sock. The omission of that sock 
might have been to the favor of the 
revamped stanza. 

Don Flamm introduced the new | 
program. He expressed his regret at 
the action of the Appellate Division 
of the New York Supreme Court in 
barring lawyers and judges from 
giving advice over the air and said 
that he was not seeking any quarrel 
with those who had egged on the 
court in that direction. Flamm as- 
serted that he felt that there was a 
place in the’ community for the 
‘services’ that this program sought 
to give. 

‘Good Will Hour’ was to have been, 
labeled ‘Good Will Clinic’ but a legal 
hurdle on the ‘clinic’ tag accounted 
for the switch. Odec. 


BILL STERN 

‘Doing the Town’ 

15 Mins. 

BARNEY’S CIRCUS 

Mon. through Fri., 6 p.m. 

WMCA, New York 
(Schillin) 

Barney’s street interviewing stunt 
has been placed in the hands of Bill 
Stern, who has done plenty of grid- 
iron contest mike reporting for NBC. 
Initial broadcast sets a neat pace, 
with Stern grabbing some 9 or 10 
for cross-examination on a specific 
question. Asked each one ‘what was 
the most important—health, wealth 
or happiness?’ question being put to 
passersby in front of Strand theatre 
on Broadway. 

Nice tie-up with this film house 
in this instance because ducats were 
offered to each person interviewed. 
Also give tickets to those submitting 
usable questions. 

Stern does well in maintaining in- 
terest despite an admittedly inane 
question. Street interviewer hops 
from one person to another with 
alacrity, but never sluffs interroga- 
tions, ,description of individual or 
replies. Ad copy seems more perti- 
nent than usual because brief. He 
replaces Jimmy Jemail, the Inquir- 
ing Reporter, now on WHN. New 
York. Wear. 





being 


GUS CLARK 
With Myrtle Dyer Williams, Escorts, 

Benny Kyte’s orchestra 
Comedy, music, household hints 
15 Mins. 

NU-NUT FOOD PRODUCTS 
WXYZ, Detroit 

Here is a curious setup for a sup- 
posedly ‘home economics’ program, 
but withal an entertaining quarter 
hour. Gus Clark, a ‘Bob Burns’ type 
humorist, not only writes entire show 
but is the program’s hub. Formerly 
he conducted a ‘Batting Practice’ 
program of witty comments about 
baseball players prior to Detroit 
Tiger game broadcasts last summer. 
He’s stooged by John Slagle, one of 
station’s spielers, and cooking recipes 
(using sponsor’s creamed nut prod- 
ucts) are supplied by Myrtle Dyer 
Williams, home economist. 

On special half-hour introductory 
airing Sunday afternoon (17) added 
items were Benny Kyte’s studio ork 
and the Escorts, male quartet, who 
gave show a nice sendoff. They’re 
rot included on 15-minute morning 
spot, however, because of prog’s 
shortness. 

Employing a naturally ‘hick’ voice, 
Clark’s delivery sets well. He com- 
ments, gags and puns comically about 
things in general, but his material 
sags at several points. With five pro- 
| grams weekly Clark doubtless will 
| have to delegate some of his writing 
to a gag man or let show bog down. 
As it is he’s too overburdened with 
program details to work very hard 
on his own material. 

Commercial, confined to Miss Wil- 
liams’ recipes, is nicely worked in. 
‘Fun in a nutshell,’ introduction to 
program, ties in well with Clark as 
well as products. Pete. 

















quiet, easy-going version, devoid, for | 
instance, of the argumental flareups | 
between interlocutor and judge, as| 


and in place | 
the original in- | 
terlocutor, there’s John J. Anthony, | 
the 
the | 


Anthony appears to be intent on} 
of | 
| courts and litigation, whenever pos- | 
His role is obviously that of | 


DEXTER FELLOWS 
Talk 
10 Mins. 
SHELL OIL 
Sat., 9:30 p.m., EST. 
WEAF, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


His voice nicely suited for air 
transference, Dexter Fellows would 
prove a welcome addition to the ros- 
ter of guest personalities, He could 
probably spin a lot of engrcssing 
stories for the unseen audiences. 

On the Joe Cook program, aside 
from his arrest in Evansville, which 
sounded like a gag, Fellows spoke of 
Buffalo Bill and cited the time when 
an old Indian warrior, at one of 
Buff Bill’s circus performances, met 


up with the general who years before | 


had led white men against the red. 
A scene between the brave and the 
general was enacted as part of Fel- 
lows’ reminiscing stint. Char. 


JOHN 
News 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Friday, 8:45 p.m. 
KXBY, Kansas City 

John McManus manages Loew’s 
Midland theatre and doesn’t have 
any particular radio ambitions. His 
spiel is an M-G-M commercial from 
start to finish and is the usual trivia 
of pix and personalities. Doesn't 
mention his own house but doesn’t 
have to as he talks MGM exclu- 
sively. 
Script manages to hold interest but 
McManus is inclined to be overly 
careful with his pronunciation which 
makes for stilted delivery styie. If 


McMANUS 


| he’ll break down that inclination he 


may be able to build an audience. 
It’s credit to his judgment that he 


| doesn’t attempt to ape style used by 


most Hollywood gabbers. 


Missionary worker donates his 
time and. the station donates its 
time. A fair exchange. Hoyt. 








WALT DISNEY AWARD 

With Will Hays, Conrad Nagel, Jesse 
L. Lasky, J. P. McEvoy 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Friday, 7 p. m. PST 

KECA, Los Angeles 


Walt Disney, producer of the 
films, was awarded the national dis- 
tinguished service award 
United States Junior Chamber of 
Commerce in a ‘coast-to-coast Blue 
Network broadcast originating in 
Hollywood. Simultaneously, in 360 
other cities, local Junior Chamber 
of Commerce organizations made 
local awards. 

Disney presentation was made for 
his distinguished service in the pic- 
ture industry in 1936, this being first 
time the award has been made to 
anvone in pictures. 

Conrad Nagel emceed, with the 

presentation speech being made by 
Walter E. Holman, national president 
of the Junior C. of C., from Port- 
land. Disney, he said, had been 
singled out because of unique ser- 
vice to the nation by giving the 
world the antics of Mickey Mouse 
and. the three little pigs. His con- 
tributions to the library of screen 
classics, Holman said, had won ap- 
proval everywhere. He then pre- 
sented Disney with a diamond stud- 
ded key, on behalf of the 60,000 
Junior C of C members throughout 
the nation. 
Disney responded, paying tribute 
to the several hundred men of his 
organization as largely responsible 
for whatever success he may have 
attained, and told of a forthcoming 
feature length animated cartoon he 
is preparing that will cost upwards 
of $1,000,000. 

Will Hays spoke on behalf of the 
industry, while J. P. McEvoy chimed 
in that Disney was well deserving 
of the award because he made chil- 
dren laugh. Jesse L. Lasky alluded 
to Disney as a man who single- 
handed had worked a miracle, and 
characterized him as the modern 
Pied Piper. 

Norris J. Nelson, prexy of the 
Hollywood Junior chamber, and the 
local award winner for 1936, lauded 
Disney for his meritorious service 
as an ambassador of good will. 

Edwa. 





‘BBC VARIETIES’ 

With Gertrude Lutzi, Phil Henry, 
Mary Lou Moore, Clinton Buehl- 
man 

45 Mins. 

Sustaining 

M-W-F., 8:15 p. m. 

WKBW, Buffalo 
Attempt here is to tie together a 

period that has previously been filled 

with hodge podge. Aim is pretty 
well accomplished, with Gertrude 

Lutzi singing a plenty good soprano 

and Phil Henry and Mary Lou 

Moore capably caring for the pop 

crooning. All backed very well by 

Parkes Jelley orchestra. : 

In initial stanza Herbert Rice and 
Lorraine Pankow did a ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ balcony scene as a preview 
of a three-installment production of 
the Shakespearean play scheduled 24. 
25, 26. Fair enough for a sample and 
a good change of pace from the 
songs. 

Weak spot was the comedy turn of 
Clinton BuehIman and Malcolm Bar- 
ney. Boys were almost as bad off for 
a script as some of the network 
comics. Radcliffe Hall makes a sat- 





isfactory m.c. Reed. 
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RAY KNIGHT 
With Arnold Johnson’s orchestra, 


Ray Knight troupe, Joe Boiton, 
Eight Lovely Ladies 2 
Variety 
30 Mins. 


FEENAMINT, DILLARD’S ASPER- 
| GUM 
Sunday, 6 p. m. 
WOR, New York 
(Wm. Estu) 

This suffers from overworking an 
idea. Also from using the speed-up 
system on the commercials, of which 
there were two in a row on the cur- 
rent hearing (17). Thread on which 
everything hinges is a gag that is 
cued in at the start, but not capped 








until the closing minutes. Which 
means that the gag business has to 
be repeated continually to keep from 
getting out of mind, and resultantly 
falters from over-buildup at the end. 
Show at the present has not jelled, 
main requirements toward correc- 
tion being a dose of better scripting 
plus more conscientious labor from 
the supporting cast. 

Knight replaces Benny Rubin in 
this setup, change over taking place 
at a time when the sponsor dimmed 
the lights on the prevfous amateur 
stuff and decided 
guest performers. 
posed to be picked after a kind of 
pro talent hunt, but little or nothing 
to that effect is mentioned. Eight 
Lovely Ladies, vocal ensemble, got 
the visiting chores on this turn. 

Comedy as ladled out by Knight 
still adheres somewhat to short non- 
sense bits interposed between or- 
chestra music, but the protracted 
gag is an innovation that doesn’t size 
up as particularly promising. Sup- 
port was especially bad, and con- 
tributed 50% toward a flat finish. 
Idea was that Knight was to make a 
dangerous skii jump against his will. 
with everybody either trying to save 
him or force him. Finally makes 
the jump, landing successfully on his 
‘resources.’ Shorter bits rate con- 
siderably better, though tighter dia- 
log and a spreading out of roles to 
lend the impression of bigger pro- 
duction would improve. 

Johnson's work is okay. Commer- 
cials are pretty. much hopped up. 
One has a chorus of voices in recita- 
tive, while the final batch comes as 





Mickey Mouse and other cartoon | 


a dovuble-header in dramatization. 
Confusing and corny. Edga. 


of the | JOE LOUIS EXHIBITION FIGHTS 


With George Higgins 
Blow-by-blew description 
SNYDER’'S LIQUOR STORE 
WTCN, Minneapolis-St. Paul 


Unusual from beaucoup angles 
(program sponsored by a liquor store 
was originally promoted by Minne- 
apolis Tribune, co-owner of WTCN, 
for benefit of Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciation, which itself bars likker ads 
from its publications and programs), 
this stint last Thursday (15) night 
shaped up nicely, with George Hig- 
gins, station’s sports announcer, giv- 
ing the blow-by-blow in nifty tempo. 


introduced to the Minnesota House of 
Representatives, giving a spiel to the 
law-makers from the House rostrum. 
Said to be the first time in history of 
the nation that a legislative body re- 
cessed to greet a pro pug. George 
Barton, Tribune sports ed, presented 
Joe to the packed House assemblage 
and then engaged in a microphone 
tete-a-tete. . 


Bouts themselves lasted practically 
no time at all, with Joe applying-the 
sleep-producer to Tiger Frank 
Thompson in less than a round, ditto 
with Jack Wright, then mopping up 
with Tom Jones in about one round 
and 10 seconds. All Joe’s opponents 
were Negroes. 


Payoff was postponing regular 
Tabernacle religious broadcast, reg- 
ular 10:30 p m. 15-minute affair, in 
favor of the fisticuffs description. 

Rash. 


CASPER REARDON 
Saturday Night Swing Club 
5 Mins. 

(Saturday Night Swing Club) 
WABC, New York 


Swinging it on his harp, Casper 
Reardon obtains novel results with 
such a_ selection as ‘Washboard 
Blues. He was spotted Saturday 
night (23) as one of the features of 
the 29th edition of the CBS Swing 
Club program offered once weekly, 
other artists being Doris-Kerr, swing 
soloist, and the Raymond Scott 
quintet. Paul Douglas is the swing 
commentator. 


in swing time brings unique effects 
and it is quite entertaining. Char. 


JIM BRITT 

Sports 

15 Mins. 

SOCONY VACUUM 
M-S, 6:30 p.m. 











WBEN, Buffalo 


| Newly imported from South Bend, 
| Jim Britt seems to be clicking with 
sporting fraternity, despite heavy 
competition from old hands here, 
Roger Baker (WGR) and Ralph Hub- 
| bell (WBNY). 

Talks rapidly (which seems to be 
what the fans order in their sports 
announcers) and clearly, has enough 
variety in vocabulary to keep from 
sounding like a tabulation, and 
draws on events he, himself, has seen 
for much background, giving the 
talk an air of authority. Reed. 








on variety with | 
Guests are sup- | 








Afternoon of the bouts Louis was | 


Reardon’s- strumming at the harp’ 





| duction 


——___—— 


ARMAND GIRARD 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
LEWIS-HOWE MEDICINE 
Friday, 9:30 p. m. PST 
KPO, San Francisco 

(H. W. Kastor) 

Armand Girard, baritone, got his 
new weekly song series for Tums o(f 
to a neat start. Vocally in the pink. 
Girard gave dialers a group of selec- 
tions in which he displayed to good 
advantage his ability to sing well 
both dramatic and lighter, more lyri- 
cal numbers. His songs included 
‘Without a Song,’ ‘Way You Look To- 
night,” ‘Empty Saddles,’ and the new 
Peter de Rose tune, ‘Half of Me.’ 

Quarter-hour was heavy on sales 
chatter. Announcer Berton Benneit 
delivering three plugs, in addition 
to a brief dramatized commerciz! 
done by actors Ted Maxwell and 
Lou Tobin. A little trimming in this 
end would improve the show con- 
siderably. John Ribbe produced. 

Elbs. 


‘HOUSE ON THE HILL’ 

With Jean. Hersholt, Robert Barratt, 
Johnny Downs, Edith Fellows, Kay 
Linaker, Dorothy Whitney 

Flood Relief Drama 

30 Mins. 

Sustzining 

Monday, 11:30 p.m. EST 

WOR, New York 
Special drama sent over Mutual 

from the Don Lee link was a show- 

manly effort to raise coin for flood 
sufferers, and stick a prestige feather 

in the co-operative web’s cap (25). 

Illustrated, probably better than any- 


| thing else to date, the value of the 


Coast link in getting Mutual name 
talent and producing shows with the 
showmanship tinge synonymotis with 
Hollywood. 

‘House on the Hill’ had what it 
takes to dramatize a situation that 
already taxes the imagination. Piece 
ended on a stark note, that ordinarily 
would be too melodramatic or too 
grim, but currently strikes home as 
the truth. Depicted various families 
in a farm area suddenly being hit by 
a flood after a party dedicating a 
new farm house. House, of course, 
is smashed, one lad gets drowned. a 
woman nearly dies in childbirth, 
pneumonia strikes one elderly gent, 
and a kid frantically tries to get 
help via an amateur shortwave trans- 
mitter. Fadeout has the power fail- 
ing, and everybody wondering what 
morning will bring. Intimation 
that all the dawn has in store is new 
floods and washed-out dams. 

Cast headed by Jean Hersholt put 
on a socko performance, abetted by a 
neat musical score. Script ambled 
along with a close dove-tailing of 
the various incidents, and stacked up 
as a crack writing job. Edga. 


is 


FAMILY PARTY 


With Glenn Riggs, Paul Gannon, Dor- 


othy Bushey, Irene Cowan, Dale 
Jackson, Umberto Egizi’s orch. 

30 Mins, 

RIECK’S MILK 

Mon., 7:30 p. m. 

KDKA, Pittsburgh 

First airing of Rieck’s new local 
series failed to impress. Idea is an 
informal party, with Glenn Riggs 
presiding as m.c., at which guests are 
supposed to drop in for a song, a 
joke or some such, but whole thing 
is produced haphazardly, routined 
poorly and lacks punch throughout. 
Show never got started, and at half- 
way mark the egg-laying was com- 
plete. ; 

Riggs, KDKA’s No. 1 announcer, is - 
tops in that field, but leaves some- 
thing to be desired as an m.c. Hasn't 
apparently that certain touch neces- 
sary to knit this sort of program to- 
gether, and his efforts at casual in- 
formality don’t come off. Session 
could stand some comedy, only nod 
in this direction being Irene Cowan’s 
warbling of original lyrics in Hebe 
dialect to ‘Prisoner’s Song.’ Orches- 
tra, however, buried her most of the 
time, and it came out pretty garbled. 

Ork forgot to fade, too, on Dorothy 
Bushey’s solos, but did all right by 
Paul Gannon, tenor, and in its own 
musical interludes. Cockney stuff of 
Dale Jackson has possibilities, but he 
had no worthwhile material, and re- 
sult was negative. 

Plug interludes consist of the usual 
dramatization of the product's use- 
fulness and handiness, but handled 
listlessly. Cohen. 


TOMMY HARRIS 
Songs 
15 Mins. 

ues., 5:45 p. m. 

OON GLOW 
KFL, Los Angeles 

(Emil Brisacher) 

Returning to the air after a long 
absence due to illness, Tommy Har- 
ris is his old self again. His voice 
is stronger and he uses the same 
showmanship that made him a prime 
fav in the bay region to the north. 
He has a way with the femmes and 
should sell nail polish. 

With the aid of a piano and vibra- 
harp accompaniment he put across 
three numbers in nice style. His 
themer, ‘Moon Glow Lady.’ has 4 
soft lilt and should have a long life 
on the Coast lanes. Response to 
the initialer has encouraged the 
agency to bid for open transconti- 
nental time. 

Emily Lee handles the commer- 


jcials in disarming fashion and Don 


Allen takes a detour from his pre- 
tasks to sign the show 1) 
and out. Helm. 
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TOTO 
Talk, Clowning 
10 Mins. 
SHELL OIL 
Sat., 9:30 p.m., EST. 
WEAF, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Toto is hardly the type of attrac- 
tion the average program builder 
would avidly search for. He is strictly 
for the eye and very little for the 
ear, having been a clown pantomim- 
ist for years on the stage. J. Walter 
Thompson with three Saturday pro- 
grams, all alike, is desperate for guest 

tars. 

. With the aid of Joe Cook’s wise- 
cracks Saturday evening when ap- 
pearing, Toto’s appearance was saved 
from being a total error. Forced to 
talk, the clown performer reveals a 





heavy Teutonic accent. A couple 
gags given him added nothing to the | 
novelty of hearing Toto speak. His 


fooling around musically, including | 
on that yazoo, only fairly novel. 
Char. 


‘DAN CUPID’S INTERVIEWS’ | 
with Jack Harding, Ken Ellington, | 

and invited newlyweds | 
30 Mins. 
KIRK FURNITURE CO. 
Sun., 11:30 a.m. 
WFBM, Indianapolis 

Nice idea for local station, ties in| 
with present vogue for listener-par- | 
ticipation programs. First stanza | 
caught had Jack Harding, local ad- | 
vertising agency head, as ‘Dan Cupid’ 
shooting leading questions at three 
sets of newlyweds, who had an- 
swered letter invitation of station to | 
appear on program. Also a_ neat| 
twist in contrast was the inclusion | 
of another set of long-weds, who 
c2lebrated golden wedding day by 
broodcasting. 

Questions not all of stereotyped 
veriety, such as: ‘Should husband see 
wife in curlers?,’ ‘should husband be 
allowed night out?’ etc.. but some 
novel ones, part evidently im- 
promptu, in case of one counle, 
where hubby was traveling sales- 
man and only saw the madame on 
werk-ends. All questions were in 
strict good taste, though, and the 
privilege of answering or not an- 
swering the questions was stressed. 
While Harding. as ‘Cupid,’ probably 
worked from prepared question list, 
counles were strictly on their own, 
with no rehearsal of show being ap- 
parent. 

Harding’s voice registered fair, but 
any attempts at alleged wise-crack- 
ing in ad lib fashion should be ‘out,’ 
especially noted being attempts to 
rib Ellington, whe handled commer- 
cials. Commercials too long, and 
come-on for newlyweds (free clock 
from store) should come in for men- 
tion only at start and finish an- 
nouncements, instead of being 
plugged after each couple’s_ inter- 
view is over. Sponsors should know 
by this time such tactics only de- 
crease listeners, but they all stick 
to idea of getting lots of advertising 
for their money. 

Station sent 250 letters to names 
per marriage license records as a 
start for programs, and about 10% 
responded with an OK for their ap- 
pearance. Believed novelty of being 
on air is biggest factor with clock 
come-on negligible. 

Funniest thing on broadcast, w!/ch 
showed the fact of no rehearsal, was 
male member of 50-year wzdded 
couple, asking Harding if ‘that was 
all” and ‘could they leave now?’ al- 
most causing Harding to lose his 
dignity. 

Program had lots af human in- 
terest. and with rough _ spots 
smoothed out, should go places. 

John. 


é 
LOU STOREY’S ORCHESTRA 
15 Mins, 

MELBALINE 
M-W-F, 6:30 p.m., CST 
WGN, Chicago 

Spotted during the dinner hour, 
this three-a-week 15-minute period 
of smooth orchestral music, played 
by an unannounced organization, is 
listenable. Probably would triple its 
audience by annexing a couple more 
days so that the daily habit would 
be established. 

Music is easy on the ears, although 
not outstanding in either arrange- 
ment or choice of numbers. Chorus 
of band members could be used 
more. Four commercial plugs, two 
by the announcer, and two by a 
woman, are nicely placed and not 
too long. 

There was a plug for it on the pre- 
ceding program, ‘Chuck Wagon 
Time,’ also a Consolidated Drug 
Trade sponsorship, Otherwise, 
nothing socko, 


BILLY YATES ORCHESTRA 
Sustaining 

15 Mins, 

KDKA, Pittsburch 

For years a vocalist with Don 
Bestor’s crew, Billy Yates now has a 
band of his own and is airing sev- 
eral nights weekly from Show Boat 
on the Allegheny. Outfit hits the 
air waves with a nicely-regulated 
rhythm, is both listenable and 
danceable and needs only a little 
bolstering in the brass section to 
Stack up, 

Yates handles most of the vocal 
chores and does a first-rate job. Has 
another man spotted in an occasional 
song but latter sounds slightly 
muffled and might not be a bad idea 
to get a femme for variety. How- 
ever, for a new band—Yates has 
been on the baton end only for a 
few months—this organization 
sounds promising. Cohen, 


| airings. 


| was 


from their own storehouses of ex- 
perience or memory—are not likely 


but they will pass for 9 a.m. pur- 
poses. 


KECA VARIETIES 
With George McManus, Marie 
Peralta, James Burroughs, John 
Hiestand, Charles Shepherd orc, 
Variety 
30 Mins. 
Friday, 6:15 p.m. 
KFI, Los Angeles 
For a number of years Earle C. 
Anthony’s Los Angeles radio outlet, 
KECA, has been rated by Coast 
listeners as a highbrow station. and 
due to its unfortunate position on 
the band has been pretty much neg- 
lected by Coast dialers. Recently, a 
majority of the blue network pro- 
grams were shifted from KFI, the 
main Anthony station in L. A., to 
the associated transmitter and cur- 
rent series of broadcasts over the 
latter outlet is to boost the KECA 





Although’ both stations are owned 
by Earle C. Anthony, Inc., each is 
independently operated, so that it 
necessary for KECA to buy 
time at regular rates from its asso- 
ciate station. This is believed to be 
first time an ether station has bought 


time to boost its airings over an- 
other broadcaster. Tiein is indefinite, 
but will be continued weekly for 


time being until KECA execs figure 
they have swung dial twisters over 
to their band location. 

Variety half-hour leans heavily on 
Mexican music and folk songs, with 
McManus, the Maggie and Jiggs cre- 
ator, sandwiched in for two sp>ts for 
an interview by John Hiestand. In- 
itial broadcast was devoted mainly 
to eliciting from McManus why he 
hated cornbeef and cabbage when 
he persistently praises the dish.in his | 
Bringing Up. Father cartoon. The| 





| reason, when finally dragged out of | 


the cartoonist, was good for laffs. 
Marie Peralta, soprano, and James | 
Burroughs do the vocalizing, pre- 
senting below the border folk songs, 
while the Charles Shepherd Fiesta 
ork is both rhythmic and tuneful. 
_ Plenty of KECA program plugs in- 
jected in the opener, but program 
above the ordinary type of variety 
broadcasts and should help mate- 
rially in attracting attention to the 
blue network switch, as well as the 
classical programs for which KECA 
has long been noted. Edwa, 


HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT 
With Diek Leibert, Lois Miller and 
Arthur Davis 
DUFF-NORTON MFG. CO. 
30 Mins. 
KDKA, Pittsburgh 
(Walker & Downing) 
Peculiar history connected with 
this half-hour commercial. President 
of Duff-Norton company is W. A. 
McGinley, millionaire lover of organ 





music, whose big home in swanky. 
suburban Sewickley, is equipped 
with one of the finest pipe organs in 
country. At his insistence, program 
originates there and comes over 
KDKA via remote control. 

Naturally, period is devoted chiefly 
to organ music, with Lois Miller. 
organist-vocalist, getting the biggest 
play throughout session. Each Mon- 
day there’s a network guest star, and 
this week when caught it was Dick 
Leibert, Radio City organist who 
used to entertain at a flock of pri- 
vate parties at McGinley home when 
he was in Pittsburgh at Penn the- 
atre. Since Leibert was the big noise 
on program caught, Miss Miller, 
who, incidentally, was Leibert’s as- 
sistant organist at Penn, confined 
her shots to vocal end. 

Nothing startling about program 
setup in general, but it’s a well- 
knit, soothing 30 minutes of singing 
and organ playing. Leibert gave out 
a few old standbys, chucked over a 
swell composition of his own and 
used the Yule season to spring the 
sure-fire ‘Bells of St. Mary.’ Either 
the McGinley bells needed tuning or 
the control room fell asleep on this 
one, because early portion of piece 
was way out of whack. 

Miss Miller shoved over a couple 
of songs in nice style - Cohen, 


FORD RUSH 
Songs, Talk 

15 Mins. 
Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

Vintage performer of the air and 
stage-debuted with Gienn Rowell at 
WLS in April, 1924. Filling his first 
radio engagement in the Northeast. 
Broadcasts two programs: a thrice- 
weekly, supper-hour ‘Lullaby Time’ 
for children, and a three-morning- 
weekly of general nature. Kid 
stanza is the more distinctive—it 
was Rush’s original radio offering— 
but the other, too, bears the im- 
press of his friendly personality and 
folksy singing-talking microphone 
style. His is the type of turn which 
builds. 

Songs, stories (usually sugar-coat- 
ing a moral or a lesson), jokes, 
chatter and poetry, topped by a 
prayer to be unisoned by young 
dialers, comprise material for ‘Lul- 
laby Time.’ 

Possessed of a pleasing and reson- 
ant, though apparently not a trained, 
baritone, Rush vocals effectively. 
Comedy bits—listeners are asked to 
send in clips from print or jests 


to produce abdominal paroxysms, 


Rush’s fine-timbered speak- 
ing voice, engaging Southern accent, 
and musical chuckle fit into the big 
brother background. Young guitar- 
ist, addressed as Silent Slim, accom- 
panies, Jaco. 








Follow-Up Comment 


Al Jolson and Eddie Cantor got 
together Tuesday on Jolson’s Rinso 
program. Results were socko. And 
one way to fix the Rinso show, 
which has needed fixing, plenty, 
might be to take a cue from the 
lesson. Get Jolson somebody to work 
with—another personality—and then 
let the two of them get going. Jolson 
as the stooge m.c. for the uncertain 
and unpunchy comedy of Sid Silvers 
obviously isn't jelling. It subordi- 
nates a strong personality, Jolson, 
and over-spotlights a hesitant, falter- 











| American 


ing _thin-voiced secondary  per- 
sonality, Silvers. 
Cantor-Jolson comedy ran _ to 
| mutual spoofing and along vaude- ! 
ville crossfire lines. 7 | 
| 
Fred Allen continues to throw out | 
darts of cerebral humor which sail | 
past many of his studio listeners, but | 
which must be caught by more | 
knowing dialers, including profes- 


SS 


——=—==— 





‘THE GOOD SAMARITAN’ 
With Arthur Peterson, Mercedes 

McCambridge, Ray Johnson 
15 Mins. 

P&G WHITE NAPTHA 

Daily, 4:45 p.m. 

WEAF, New York 
(Blackman) 

Another daytime strip across the 
Monday-Friday board by Procter & 
Gamble. This one may qualify as 
unique in several minor respects. 
Firstly, the organ music that punc- 
tuates the scenes, emphasizes the 
moods, ete., is played ostensibly by 
the heroine. Writing the musical 
background in as a character is 
rather novel. 

As briefly sketched in the first 
broadcast (25) the story is to re- 
volve around a Dr. John Rutledge 





(Arthur Peterson), a doer of good 
deeds in a town where the slums 
back up on the hoity-toity. Since 
this seems to be the immemorial 
geographical arrangement in_ all} 
municipalities, the locale | 

will be familiar to most listeners. | 
| 


| 


Dr. John is big brother to the little 


hoodlums. He chuckles all over the | 





sionals. On last week’s Town Hall | place and fairly squirts benevolence. 
broadcast over NBC, Allen cracked: | And all the while daughter—Mary is 
They laughed when I invited every- | her name, of course—is knocking off 
body to a taproom—they did not| 4 few Bach movements on the fam- 
know I had tickets for a spiritual | 


seance. The bon mot drew hardly 
a snicker from the seat warmers, un- 
til the comedian inquired: ‘Shall I 
wait any longer.’ By then, it had 
penetrated into the consciousness of 
some, and they laughed. 

Allen’s program abounds in ‘inside 
stuff’ references to show business, 
including vaudeville and its possible 
return. He harpoons the motion 
picture crowd via travesties which 
members of the Allen company pres- 
ent, last week’s being of a British boy 
star. Kid’s exchanges with Allen 
and others produced guffaws. Fred’s 
troupe remain topnotch foils. 

Walter O’Keefe hit the laugh tar- 
get pretty consistently on the Nash 
program overt CBS Saturday night, 
as he had recently as guest on sev- 
eral other networkers. A noticeable 
thing about studio audiences re- 
action to the glib-tongued Notre 
Damer is the way women giggle. 





Malcolm LaPrade with Lew White 
thematically setting the motif at the 
organ with ‘Beyond the Blue Hori- 
zon’—a very apropos theme song for 
travel taiks—does a neat job on CBS 


Sunday afternoons on behalf of 
Thomas Cook’s Tours. It’s not only 
informative, but entertaining as 


LaPrade spiels it. 

Ballyhoo for the winter cruises 
and travel excursion. is only infer- 
ential, buf by no means obscure. 
Showmanship in LaPrade’s talks 
manifests itself with every one, 
pointing up some unusual aspect, 
and then likening it to the present- 
day. Stuff on the Sphinx—calling 
the entombed man ‘the unknown 
laborer’——and mentioning that it was 
a sort of WPA proje>* of many cen- 
turies ago is very palatable palaver 
under the LaPrade _ technique. 
White’s console interludes fit the 
talk very nicely, too, and is more 
than mere accompaniment, 





Burns and Allen kiddingly-on-the- 
square razooed Los Angeles in its 
hokum ‘salute’ to that metropolis, 
Chamber of Commerce will prob- 
ably mail ’em both a set of mickeys. 
Gracie and George ran the gamut in 
razzing the ‘heavy dew,’ the climate, 
the ‘native’ Californians (all from 
Iowa), etc. 

Tony Martin-Henry King hokum 
with Alice Faye is certainly gonna 
develop that film femme into a 
household word. And if the Martin- 
Faye ‘romance’ idea is one of 20th 
Century-Fox publicity ideas, as is 
not above suspicion, the air buildup 
with the fans may, perhaps, see some 
peculiar reactions when the Cupid 
bubble bursts. 





Buddy Clark is a slick song sales- 
man. He has a worthy 6 p.m. sus- 
taining on WABC, New York, and an 
occasional commercial shot. He does 
a lot of disk recording and transcrip- 
tion work and, in the trade, is highly 
regarded as a pop song interpreter. 
His ‘Hittin’ the Bottle’ when caught, 
with a ‘Stompin’ at the Savoy’ obli- 
gato, was a highlight rendition. 





Kathryn Cravens, who looks at 
‘News Through a Woman’s Eyes’ 
over CBS, includes word pictures 
of and comment upon stage, radio 
and film stars. On a broadcast last 
week she high-lighted the Actors’ 
Fund show at the New Amsterdam, 
with a tribute to the absent director, 
Daniel Frohman, and spoke of Ann 
Harding’s London marriage and 
Richard Boleslawski’s death in Hol- 
lywood. Miss Cravens close-upped 
Boake Carter, Burns and Alien, 
Gladys George and others on pre- 
vious programs, the focusing in each 
case being sympathetic. 

Miss Cravens, who speaks in a 
low-toned, slightly throaty voice that 
usually strikes the ears pleasantly 
and unaffectedly, is not given much 
to analyses or persgpal opinions. 

However, she has recently been 
expounding, in the face of criticism 
by standpat dialers, the thesis that 
society and the adult members there- 
of are responsible for conditions 
which produce so many teen-aged 
American criminals. Miss Cravens 
does some traveling to gather news 
for her broadcasts, Washington is 





one of the cities she visits. She purrs 


ily organ a la NBC. ; 
Writing is by Irna Phillips. It is 
simple, direct, plunges in and out of 


| situations with a minimum of waste. 


(Except that the scene-setting was 
pretty verbose.) Direction is of 
average quality. A boy character 
on the first broadcast sobbed like a 
wife who can’t have a mink coat. 
Human emotions are plainly labeled 
and sharply delineated throughout. 
Probably doesn’t matter that Peter- 
son’s laugh smacks of Uriah Heep. 
Over-acting never kept an afternoon 


serial from selling soap. Land, 
SKY RIDERS 

With Bill Anson, Peggy Duncan, 
Harry Babbitt, Allen Anthony, 


Johnny Neblett, Roger Fox orc. 
.60 Mins. 

SLACK FURNITURE CO. 
Saturday, 11 p.m. 

KWK, St. Louis 

This £0 min, program is staged in 
the passenger compartment of a 
mythical giant tri-motored plane and 
the take off is dispatched from the 
observation tower after a short com- 
mercial plug. Flight, piloted by Bill 
Anson, is aroun St. Louis and towns 
and villages adjacent to Missouri's 
metropolis are saluted during pro- 
gram. 

Roger Fox and his ork deliver nice 
harmony with pop tunes and others 
on program do satisfactory jobs. A 
pleasing item of program is a seven 
min. burlesk of ‘Famous Mishappen- 
ings in History’ such as the historic 
ride of Paul Revere being all mixed 
up. Sound effects are good and pro- 
gram moves at a pace that enables 
all to do their bit in a not too 
hurried way. 

Despite the late hour this program 
has enough punch to attract lots of 
attention. Only complaint that may 
be made is against length of com- 
mercials. Bankroller, one of most 
liberal users of air time in this neck 
of woods, insists on being mentioned 
early and often in all of his pro- 
grams, Sahu. 


STUFF SMITH’S BAND 
With Ella Fitzgerald, Jonah Jones 
Jam Music, Songs 
15 Mins. 
LUCIDIN 
Mon., Wed., Fri., 6:45 p. m. 
WMCA, New Yerk 
4Platt-Forbes) 

Lucidin is a mew eyewash which 
goes on sale Jan. 21 (according to the 
announcer). Rather pretentious local 
station show includes Stuff Smith’s 
jam music of'the West 52d street hot 
spot brand; Ella Fitzgerald’s sultry 
chanting and Jonah Jones’ wild 
trumpeteering. Commercials are 
few, with Smith’s outfit given the 
groove in a generous manner. 

Closing seconds are different, with 
the various performers sending out 
samples of the specialties which will 
be heard in the next broadcast. 
Method of carrying over the jam fare 
is punchily constructed, and it is due 
mostly to Smith’s own detailed flair 
for presenting the backroom noise. 

Thrice weekly series has a good 
listening audience at 6:45, Don Kerr 
spiels. 





on the news and advertising like one 
of her Pontiacs, exhibiting unusual 
lung power and breath control for a 
woman. 

George Cukor, film director, Lyon 
Mearson and Burnet’ Hershey, 
heading for Italy to picturize ‘The 
Life of Enrico Caruso,’ George Kirk- 
sey, United Press sports scribe, and 
Captain W. L. Hope, three-time 
winner of England’s aviation speed 
contest and flying reporter for the 
‘Daily Mail,’ broadcast from the S. S. 
Rex, nearing Gibraltar, their re- 
actions to the airing of President 
Roosevelt’s inauguration ceremonies, 
in one of the lightning-fast pickups 
NBC made as its engineers switched 
points in a telephone circuit style 
last week (Wednesday). John B. 
Kennedy was the central spot an- 
nouncer, as he had been on a ‘Magic 
Key’ round-the-world roving. Paris, 
London and Honolulu were among 
the other points from which notables 
broadcast their reactions to the in- 
auguration program. 

Announced that NBC engineers, 
over a five-day period, had strung 
more than 1,200 miles of wire in 
Washington, with 26 outlets estab- 
lished and with 32 announcers as- 








signed to posts. 


| ham 


RUSH HUGHES 
Sport Comment 
15 Mins, 
KELLOGG CEREALS 
Fri., 9 p. m. 
KNX, Hollywood 
(N. W. Ayer) 

Nothing in the way of topical sport 
is overlooked by the Kellogg re- 
viewer, He took a fall out of rasslin’ 
and explained the various holds and 
grunts, Over the net he leaped for 
the tennis rankings and sized up 
Ellsworth Vines and Fred Perry on 
their barnstorming tour. Flea racing 
on the Riviera drew his comment 
and gave him a chance to toss in a 
plug for Eddie Cantor’s lost Oscar. 

Hughes is at his best when he 
points up highlights and personal 
dramatic incidents. Glenn Cunning- 


was sketched as a seemingly 
| hopeless cripple who achieved top 
| honors as a distance runner. Timely 
for him was the L. A. open golf 
tourney, availing him the oppor- 
tunity to prate of the leaders and 
their scores for the day. He also 
gave out the progress of local 


college basketball games. This is an 


| extra chore for Hughes who is also 


announcer on the Camel-Oakie show. 


It’s a one-man show all the way 
with Hughes also taking a whack at 
the commercials. Helm, 


‘MUSIC YOU LOVE’ 
Transcription 
15 Mins, 
TUMS 
Tues., 6:45 p. m. 
WMAQ, Chicago 
(H. W. Kastor) 


Problem is to get ’em to listen to 
15-minute transcription made up of 
music dubbed from other recordings, 
and badly dubbed. Much surface and 
other noises makes it tough to say 
whether arrangements were original- 
ly good and the only surprising 
thing about the program is that 
WMAQ, which profess to value its 
regular listening audience so high- 
ly, allows it on its air. 


Opens with “no announcement 
whatsoever as to the program: sim- 
ply a dramatized commercial and 
then into music of a sort. All types of 
music are used, running from ‘Down 
on the Old Mill Stream’ to ‘Way You 
Look Tonight’ and ‘Road to Manda- 
lay,’ mixing them indiscriminately. 
As a further evidence of careless- 
ness, only one announcement as to 
talent was made in the entire 15 
minutes, and that was of a tenor; no 
mention was made of the other 
tenor, the soprano, or the orchestra 
used. 

Program like this will probably 
make sponsor_decide that radio is no 
good for product, but radio isn’t ever 
good for any product if it stands or 
falls by cheaply and carelessly made 
programs. 





JOSE HERNANDEZ 
Race Track Gossip 
30 Mins. 

Mon.-Fri., 8 p. m. 
KFWB, Hollywood 


Too much for the lad. Try as he 
does he can’t keep up a line of chat- 
ter for a half hour five days a week 
and hold interest. Quarter hour might 
be solution. Smart on part of sta- 
tion to give him his head as this 
man’s town is plumb daffy about the 
bangtails. And Hernandez is the 
chap who calls ‘em at Santa Anita, 
which gives him an air of authority, 

Hernandez knows hosses and 
writes about them in the Examiner. 
Although his radio scripts are a bit 
bumpy and at times ‘oo technical 
for the average lay mind, he turns 
in a good job despite the handicap 
of the long route. 

To help him ride the rail, Hernan- 
dez calls in an occasional guester. 
On night caught he had Frank Less- 
inger, racing secretary of Western 
Fairs Association, on the quiz end. 
Dragged pretty bad due to Less- 
inger’s unfamiliarity with mike tech- 
nique. It was one of those inter- 
views that after it was over with one 
felt like saying ‘that was Frank he 
was talking to.’ Helm. 


PEABODY CONCERT 

30 Mins. 

MARYLAND TRUST CO. 
Sundays, 4:30 p.m, 
WFBR, Baltimore 


Best of all the Balto class programs. 
Sponsor has shaped up slick stunt in 
using talent being tutored at Pea- 
body Conservatory, an important clot 
ef classical culture in Balto and a 
deep-dyed traditional institution. 
Talent is promoted, sponsor giving 
conservatory $100 each broadcast to 
help swell scholarship fund. First 
time Peabody ever permitted its la- 
bel to be slapped on a commercial. 

Small symph ore and flock of vo- 
calists, plus duos and trios of instru- 
mentalists, are used. They're still 
studes, actually, but in post-grad 
musical work and can qualify in 
company here. Strictly classical stuff 
offered. 

Bank that bankrolls uses institu- 
tional copy only, and but sprinkling 
of that. All in impeccable taste. 
Nicely spotted time for such a period, 
and from looks of program as it 
slanted off last Sunday (24), sure 
click with public. 

Franz Bornschein, teacher at Pea- 
body, batons orc used. Bert Han- 





auer, program director at WFBR, an- 
nouncing inaugural program, did 
definitely swell. Bert. 
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The most exciting 


thing since Pau! 
Revere’'s ride." 
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“More thrills than the 
Boston Tea Party." 
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a iSclendid Picture Has! 
ay Its World Premiere 
in Hub Theatre 





BY PRUNELLA HALL 

t "The lowg awaited “Maid of Salem,” 
cued Prank Lloyd's silver jubilee special 
fer Paramount, had its world premi- 

cere at the Metropolitan Theatre ves- 
eee terday. And once again the brilliant 
panes’ Fats, Lioyd, whe has won three acad- 
eee emy awards, comes through with a 
corn fine film. Not only has he delved 
Hinto fields hitherto untouched by the 
ye atteen—the witcheraft period in 17th 
: century Salem, but he makes history j 
“tremendously colorful and exciting. 
i He stresses the romantic angle, tao, iy 
iwith Claudette Cotbert and Fred Mac- 
aj Murray as the co-stars, ee 
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“It's got more kick than 
Boston baked beans.” 
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ssa ad aay "Tis Silver Jubilee Time in Boston 
=a : a, / Town! Frank Lloyd's “Maid of 
oe ) Salem” starring Claudette Colbert 

and Fred MacMurray doth have | 


the whole Boston town wacky. | ees Py Soca baa a 


CLAUDETTE COLBERT 














Ye scribes claim Paramount hath 






one whale of a winner. Ye public 


do mob ye Met Theatre to get a and FRED MacMURRAY 


load of thrills. Ye exhibitors do in Frank Lloyd's 


wail for bookings. Ye Paramount p. 4 MAID OF SVR iu ; 7 


Jubilee swingeth merrily on! 














« 
A Paramount Picture. with AK 


———_ * tt 


— eT 





‘ 


A 


Ny 


; Harvey Stephens, Gale Sondergaard, Louise Dresser 


+s tdward Ellis, Virginia Weidler, Bonita Granville 
“ ae 
Se thy: J ip 3 ® fuse 


Pert 8 Son, 
oy fe 2 ie ae be oe. . , - "4 — 
a PAE tingle eng SE Dar te, eee = sg Eg d nae Z ig, fuse @ . 
si es Slladatlisig cr fe: im =~ %. Ree 





































weenie eaE Nii oe 





nies os 2, 


Wea 


34 


[ ——— 


VARIETY 


RADIGO 








Wednesday, January 27, 1937 





ANNUAL SALARY INSTEAD OF COMMISH, 





NEW STATION SLANT ON REP PROBLEM 


Size of Gravy Bowl Displeases Some Broadcasters— 
Matter Got Unofficial Going Over Last Week at 


Sales Mgrs. Pow-Wow 


Breakaway of certain big stations 
from their reps this year is antici- 
pated as the coming upheaval in the 
rep biz, and letters of assurance to 
this effect are being penned from 
several directions. What puts a 
completely new face on the old 
threat is talk among some of the 
smaller station reps that they would 
gladly junk their current straight 


rep setup and go to work for one or 
two big stations on a retainer fee. 
One of the smaller boys claims to 
have such a dicker actually pending. 

Prosperity of the big stations is 
viewed as the lubricant of the po- 
tential new trend. Big boys at the 
end of last year reckoned up what 
they paid their reps and found that 
it was plenty. WOR, New York, ac- 
centuated the feeling by opening its 
own offices at just about the time 
the Revenue Bureau revealed that | 
the station had paid Rambeau | 
around $43,000 in 1935. Virtually all | 
the small reps in New York together | 
don’t gross that much. 

Historic parallel with the news- 
paper rep biz is cited as arising in 
this respect. In the paper field, the 
reps were cut down to 10% and 
even 5% as their profits increased, 
and some of the bigger papers 
opened offices of their own, albeit 
the newspaper rep biz was by no 
means thrown into the background 
or wiped out. Looks like radio may 
be in for an era of this, too. Big 
stations, many of which already are 
paying cut commissions, will either 
chop these further, or start out on 
their own. Probably both methods 





of cutting the rep’s take will be em- 
ployed. Smaller stations meantime 
will continue with their sellers as 
before. 


Several big rep houses, wise to 
this situation, are starting to mend 
fences, as well as hunt small sta- 
tions which will be safer material to 
deal with, While the threat of can- 
ning reps in favor of station-op- 
erated selling offices was rife for a 
while last summer without amount- 
ing to any great shakes, a new and 
stronger tmpetus to the trend is now 
provided as a result of totalling up 
1936’s ledgers. Also, the sudden burst 
in spot biz this month is not an un- 





mitigated blessing for the big station 
rep. 


Midwest Huddle Also 


Chicago, Jan. 26. 
Not included in the open floor 
discussion at the Sales Managers 
Division meeting last week here, but 


the most discussed topic when the 


boys got down to serious heart-to- , 


heart confabbing by themselves, 
the growing conviction that sooner 
or later many of the major stations 
of the country will set up their own 
sales offices. 

Sales managers of 


many stations 


| are convinced that the stations them- 


selves are more responsible for ob- 
taining business than some of the 
reps in that the reps can only sub- 
mit stations, but that it’s up to the 
station itself to create good will and 
build a sales reputation among the 
advertisers. 

After unsuccessful trials with sev- 
eral representatives, Ralph Atlass 
has just about decided that the only 
solution for his WIND and WJJD 
stations for New York repping will 
be an office owned and operated by 
and for WIND and WJJD. 

Arthur Church has been mulling 
the establishment of his own offices 


in Chicago and New York, but has | 


stalled the move from time to time. 
At first didn’t think it particularly 
worth while for just KMBC, but 
with KXBY now a full-fledged sta- 
tion, Church is understood prac- 
tically set on opening his own sales 
offices for the two Kansas City sta- 
tions. Same goes for the Kansas 
City Star, which is adding WREN. 
Lawrence, to its own WDAF outlet. 

Another station group reported in- 
terested in their own offices is the 


trio of KOIL in Omaha, KFAB- 
| KFOR in lincoln. Also WHO, Des 
Moines; WXYZ, Detroit, and the 


Michigan network; the Don Lee web, 
WGR-WKBW, Buffalo; KSD, St. 
Louis; WCAU, Philadelphia; WFAA, 
Dallas; the Oklahoman group headed 
by WKY, Oklahoma City. 

Arthur Church, 


seriously of a three-way tieup to in- 
clude his own two stations, the 
KOIL, KFAB-KFOR stations and 
KOIN in the northwest in a single 
office. Church will go further into 




















FEBRUARY FIRST 





WOR 


IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE 


THE OPENING OF A 


MID-WESTERN OFFICE 


LOCATED IN 
TRIBUNE TOWER, CHICAGO 
UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 


R. J. BARRETT, JR. 
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if not going 
through on his own, has been talking 

















Angle on a Taboo 


Philadelphia, Jan, 26. 
Use of radio advertising by 
products which American sen- 
timent and government frowns 
usually bars from the air has 
been worked out here. Gay, a 
product for women, cannot ad- 
vertise over WIP, but the news- 
papers take the copy. 


Sponsor as a circumvention 
buys announcements on WIP 
which simply read: 

‘See our advertisement on 
page soandso of the Evening 


Uproar.’ 











this subject upon his return from his 
present month’s vacation along the 
West Coast with C. W. Myers of 
KOIN, 





Won't Destroy Wild West — 
‘Illusion of WXYZ Serial by 


Admitting Studio Audience 


Detroit, Jan. 26. 
Demands to see ‘Lone 
broadcasts, from WXYZ’s studios 
here, continue to mount despite fact 
western serial has never been visu- 
alized in its four-year history—and 
never will be. 
Requests for chance to ‘sit in’ on 
a broadcast, which consistently av- 





|erage around 100 weekly, are met 


with an assortment of ‘fibs’ that 
make a Baron Munchausen look like 
a piker. Nor are the demands 
limited to kids alone; in fact, at least 
half of the persons applying are 
adults. 

Although the chief reason for bar- 
ring audiences is to avoid destroy- 
ing the illusion of the ‘Ranger’ riding 
across the plains astride his horse, 
Silver, mention of this excuse is 
taboo, especially to kid applicants. 
Another drawback to admittance of 
an audience is lack of space in 
WXYZ’s main studios in the Macca- 
bees building. Latter excuse is a 
bona fide one, but it’s pretty tough 
convincing rabid listeners why 
broadcasts aren’t moved to larger 
quarters. Other fibs used include 
‘audience interferes with proper ex- 
ecution of drama’; ‘horse is shy’ 
(this to young kids only); ‘against 
studio policy’; ‘no visitors allowed 
by order of front office.’ etc. 

Very little of late has been done 
to bring ‘Ranger’ face to face with 
public. Several years ago, when 
serial was still young, the ‘Ranger’ 
and his horse appeared at kids’ field 
day on Belle Isle and drew the 
largest crowd ever on the island. 
Year or so ago ‘Ranger’s’ pic was 
given away with purchases of Sil- 
vercup bread, sponsor’s product. 


RADIO ANGLES ON THE 
DUTCH ROYAL WEDDING 


The Hague, Jan. 15. 

Announcers, who had to broadcast 
from various points at The Hague 
progress by royal procession~ from 
palace to town hall, then to church, 
then via the route through The 
Hague back to Palace, made several 
boners. One posted at Town Hall 
said that entrance there was deco- 
rated by rows of white burgundy 
(instead of white begonia’s). An- 
other at church announced the de- 
parture from the church quarter of 
an hour too early and said he was 
opening the window of his booth 
so that listeners could hear the 
cheering of the crowd, but all re- 
mained quiet and his successor at 
next post had to fill in time with 
ad lib as procession was nowhere in 
sight when he took over. 

Public also puzzled that against 
custom (all advertising over wire- 
less is taboo in Holland) the an- 
nouncers broadcasted that a certain 
firm at Hague had made the wedding 
dress, who supplied silk for brides- 
maid’s dresses, shoes, etc, 











Josephine Currier, secretary to E. 
H. Gager, plant manager of KYW, 
Philly, and Russell Walker, former 
news commentator for New York 
World-Telegram over WHN, an- 
nounced their engagement last week. 
Miss Currier was formerly secretary 
to Leopold Stokowski. 


Ranger’ | 





| Guest List 








AMERICAN CAN 
(Tu. 9—WJZ) 


rence. 
A. & P. 
(Th. 8--WABC) 
Jan. 28—Henry Youngman. 
AXTON-FISHER 
(Spuds) 
(Sa. 8—WJZ) 
Jan. 30—Kitty Carlisle. 
Feb, 6—Hildegarde. 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
(Wed. 9—WEAF) 





Jan. 27—Frank Bessenger & His 
Singing Waiters, Jean O'Neill, Joe 
Soldier. 

CAMPBELL 
(Fri. 9—WABC) 
| Jan. 29—Anita Louise, Errol 


Flynn, 
Feb. 5—Dick 
Carrol. 


Powell, 


FIRESTONE 
(Mon, 8:30—WEAF) 
Feb. 1—Richard Crooks, Margaret 
Speaks. 
FORD 
(Su. 9—WABC) 
Jan.. 31—Lucrezia Bori. 
Feb. 7—Richard Bonelli. 
GENERAL MOTORS 
(Su. 10—WEAF) 
| Jan. 31—Joseph Iturbi, Kirsten 
Flagstadt, Rochester Philharmonic. 
HEINZ 


(M-W-F. 11 a.m.—WABC) 
Jan. 27—Gelett Burgess. 
| Jan. 29—Achmed Abdullah, Greta 
| Palmer. 
| Feb, 1—Louise Thaden. 
KRAFT 


(Th. 10—WEAF) 
Jan. 28—Victor McLaglen, Rosa- 
lind Marquis, Josephine Tumminia. 
KOLYNOS 


(Tu. 8—WABC) 

Feb. 2—Erin O’Brien Moore. 

LOCAL DEP’T STORE 
(Th. 9 a.m.—WOR) 

Jan. 28—Eddie Duchin, Frank Al- 
| bertson. 
| Feb. 4—Abe Lyman, 
Rosamond Pinchot. 

LUX 
(Mon. 9—WABC) 
Feb. 1—Jean Arthur, Gary Cooper. 
MAXWELL HOUSE 
(Th. 9—WEAF) 

Jan. 28—Mary Small’s Juvenile Re- 
vue, Trumpet Twins, De Marco Sis- 
| ters, Stuart Camin, The Mexican 
Loria Brothers, Wright Cramer, 
Jimmy and Andy Donnelly. 

MILES LABS. 
(Alka Seltzer) 
(Sa. 9—WJZ) 

Jan. 30—Minnie, the 

Mouse; George O’Brien. 
NAT’L DAIRY 
(Sat. 8—WEAF) 
Jan, 30—Walter Hampden, Waldo 
Mayo, Mischa Levitzki. ° 
NASH 
(Sat. 9—WABC) 
Jan. 30—Lupe Velez. 
ROYAL GELATINE 
(Th. 8—-WEAF) 

Jan. 28—Percy Grainger, Brian 

Aherne, Men of Gotham. 
RCA 
(Su. 2—WJZ) 

Jan. 31—Giovanni Martinelli, Fray 
and Braggiotti, Tommy Dorsey, Rufe 
Davis. 








Sam Jaffee, 


Singing 


R. J. REYNOLDS 

(Th. 9:30—WABC) 

Feb. 2—Gertrude Niessen, 
SHELL 

(Sat. 9:30—WEAF) 

Jan. 30—Mrs. Sarah Delano Roose- 
velt, Clydé Beatty, Nick Lucas, Bozo, 
Evelyn Tyner, Three Marshalls, 

SHERWIN-WILLIAMS 

(Su. 3—WEAF) 

Jan. 31—Genevieve Rowe, Gerard 

Gelinas, Sylvia Cyve. 











Feb. 2—Judy Garland, Fred Lau- 


WORD ‘CLINIC 


OFF PROGRAM 


‘Goodwill Clinic,’ marital pepper. 
upper stanza, planned as successor to 
the junked ‘Goodwill Court,’ has 
been re-titled to keep from running 
afoul of the state medical authorities. 
Word ‘Hour’ instead of ‘Clinic’ was 
be used after state authorities told 
the station that all clinics are subject 
to supervision of a special state 
medical division, It premiered Sun. 





i day night (24). 
WMCA felt that this interpretation 
of terms was pretty far-fetched, and 


might not be supported by any court 





Madeleine | 


but that the medical authorities had 


| been very fair in pointing the twist 


}out, sO why get into any trouble 
with ’em. 
John J. Anthony, chief of the 


Marital Relations Institute, is charge 
d’affaires of the new stanza. Inter- 
locutor is a femme—Florence Lynn, 
Latter used to be Dick Fishell’s 
secretary and steno (he’s sports and 
special events chief at WMCA), 
Shorthand gal beat 10 regular 
actresses to the job in an audition. 
‘Radio Clinic,’ which WBNX, New 
York, had skedded for last Sunday 
(24) to give medical advice on mala- 
dies from ‘asthma to insanity,’ did not 
materialize, and is in the doghouse 
for at least a month to come. Roland 
H. Berg, described as a medical tech- 
nician; was to have conducted, with 
visiting medicos helping him go over 


i the assorted ailments of ‘guests.’ 


Cause for cancellation of the stanza 
is figured to be the whamming the 
idea got in newspaper radio columns 
before the program started. Scrib- 
blers hauled out a liberal array of 
adjectives about the proposed series, 
and apparently got the medical fra- 
ternity into a dither. WBNX there- 
upon stated that its aims had been 
‘misconstrued’ and that the ‘Radio 
Clinic’ was not to have been a bona 
fide clinic at all, but simply a radio 
program. 

Currently the station is angling for 
an okay, and possibly sponsorship, 
of a responsible medical association, 
so that the stanza can be put on with 
the necessary protection guaranteed. 
May take a month or longer to get 
this set. 





Canada Ejects Rennie 


Winnipeg, Jan. 26. 

New batch of faces around the All- 
Canada head office. Jeames Rennie, 
recently imported from the States, 
had to bow out due to custom regu- 
lations. George Titus, recently 
head of classified advertising depart- 
ment for Free Press, in as manager 
of city sales, with Bert Jones, ex- 
band booker, and Walker Blake 
added to the sales staff. Additions to 
the city office staff include, Judy 
Osborne, Betty Ostrender, Blair Mac- 
Dougall, Fred Pidgeon and John 
Iverach. 

Gordon Kerr, formerly of con- 
tinuity department in Winnipeg, has 
been transferred to the Regina office. 
with Bill Wright is a new addition 
to the Toronto office, coming from 








the Northern Broadcasting Co. of 
that city. 
London Radio Promotions 
London, Jan. 17. 


Leslie Bailey has been appointed 
assistant to Eric Maschwitz in pre- 
paring the variety programs for the 
British Broadcasting Corporation. 
C. A. Cliff, who has been with the 
B.B.C. for the past two years, has 


been promoted to post of assistant di- 





rector of empire broadcasting. 











| THE YANKEE NETWORK 


has an opening for an experienced 


. Script Writer 


who can do original dramatizations, 


adaptations of stories or straight copy 


Address Written Application: 


Linus Travers 


THE YANKEE NETWORK, BOSTON 
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ROSS-FEDERAL 
SURVEY RADIO 
SITUATION 
IN BALTIMORE 


Making 6121 telephone 


Washington, Jan. 26. 
tions Commission will take any ac- 
| which Henry Ford complained about 


to N. W. Ayer last week. Govern- 
ment’s hands-off policy is dictated by 





fear that any attempt to tell net- 
| works and individual stations how 
calls, of which 4188 ter- | much advertising they may carry be- 


| fore, after, during a program 


; ; ; i ‘ould be denounced as censorship. 
n interviews, | wou 

minated . | Matter of advertising regulation, in 
ithe opinion of the Commish, is one 


or 


Unlikely that Federal Communica- | 


tion to curb chain break advertising | 


during the week of Nov. 
29th to Dec. 5th, 1936, 


ROSS-FEDERAL sums UP | Ford position interested members 


|of the Commish but officially none 


the radio situation in. 


Baltimore. 


ASKED -- 
“What station 
are you 


listening to?” 








28.32% saia 
WCAO 


18.39% said 
WBAL 


of network policy and must be 
straightened out by negotiations be- 
tween sponsors, agencies, chains and 
member stations. 


was willing to comment or take sides. 
Chairman Anning S. Prall and Com- 
missioner Eugene O. Sykes, broad- 
cast section chairman, said no formal 
protest has been filed, indicating they | 


are doubtful the Commish has any | 
authority to iftterfere. 
Prall’s Private Idea 
Speaking as an individual, Prall 
took the slant that curtailment of 
spot announcements would be ap- 


preciated by listeners and a smart 
step by beth advertisers and broad- 
casters. He did not feel, however, | 
that he could take any cognizance of | 
the situation in his official capacity. 
Judge Sykes declined to comment at 
all, explaining he is not familiar with | 
the Ford-Ayer attitude and has not | 
pondered the desirability of restrict- | 
ing advertising volume. 


tfons are compelled under present | 
regulations to break programs for | 
identification announcements and the | 
government has no control over the 

nature of puffs which are aired in| 
conjunction with the breaks. One| 
web official said many stations have 
endeavored to discourage local dis- | 
tributors of any product from buying | 
time immediately before or after | 
programs sponsored by makers of | 
the article they sell or by rival man- | 
ufacturers. This course has been | 
effective in some cases, execs re-| 
marked, but is by no means the solu- | 
tion of the problem. 


BINGHAMTON STATION 
OKAYS ROUNDTABLE 


First station to adopt the rate 
card recommendations worked out 
by the Roundtable Group (rep asso- 
ciation) in conjunction with agency 
advice is WNFB, Binghamton, N. Y. 
New schedule, effective March 1, 
uses the hour rate as base; from 
which the half-hour rate figures to 
60%, the quarter-hour to 40%, a 
five-minute period 20%, and a one- 

















‘| WHO, Des 





Interested ? Write for details of 
the Ross-Federal Survey. 


ADDRESS WFBR, BALTIMORE 


minute spot 10%. 

Similarly discounts stack up to 5% 
for 26 times, 10% for 52 times, 15% 
for 100 times, and 20% for 300 times 
if used within a year. There is no 
discount for 13 times. All announce- 
ments take the one-minute rate, al- 
though blurbs of 35 words or less 
will be given chainbreak position. 

WNBF is upping its asking price 
from $100 to $125 on eve hours, and 
from $65 to $75 daytime. 





Sally Sage Divorces 
Gene (and Glenn) Carroll 


Des Moines, Jan. 26. 

Sally Sage, who was married to 
Gene Carroll of the Gene and Glenn’ 
radio team at the Wisconsin Dells 
last July 10, secured a divorce in Des 
Moines last week. Papers were filed 
in November. She charged cruel and 
inhuman treatment. Was given per- 
mission to resume her maiden name, | 
and left here, reportedly to sing with 
Ted Weems’ orchestra. 

Carroll, who is under contract to 
Moines, temporarily 
broadcasting from Minneapolis. 





Lebhar on the Hoof 


/noons and one at night. 


| adopted the label 


= 





$300,000 IN SPOT 


. 
| 





Pete 








Nelson’s First Spread_ for 
B-S-H Hits 60 Markets 
Chicago, Jan. 26. 
One of the first jobs to be tackled | 
by Pete Nelson as new radio time 
buyers for the Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency here will be: the 
arrangement of one of the largest 
announcement campaigns in recent 
radio history. Will signature some 


$300,000 worth of contracts for four | 


announcements daily in round 60 
markets, to start on Feb. 15 for Lava 
Soap (Procter & Gamble). 

These announcements will be run 
off in 13 weeks, three in the after- 
In Chicago 
and. New York two or three stations 
will be used. Announcements, which 
will be one-minute affairs, 
disked, and it’s likely that 
here will do the recording job. 

Announcement campaign will not 


| affect in any way the present pro- 


gram series by Lava Soap. 


‘The Smoethies’ on WLW 
Unacceptable to WWJ 





Which Has Similar Act > 





Detroit, Jan. 26. 


will be | 
World 





| 


Prall, Privately, Thinks Might Be Smart 
For Business to Curb Chain Breaks; 
Officially—Won't Touch ‘Censorship’ 





That Transcription Tag 





Movement is under way to 
_bring about a lifting of the an- 
nouncement, ‘This is an electri- 
cal transcription,’ in the case of 
programs recorded on film and 
used but once on a stipulated 
broadcast. Those behind the 
idea have not as yet petitioned 
the Federal Communications 
Commission, figuring that it 
would be best to wait until 
several programs have been 
photoelectroed for FCC dem- 
onstration, 

Proponents of movement sée 
no reason why the ruling should 
be made to persist if the film 
process is mechanically equal to 
the live broadcast and there is 
no intention of using the cel- 
luloid program more than once. 
CBS and NBC are the only 
sources from which they expect 
to receive strong opposition. 











Small Town Station Had 
$25,600 in Contracts Set 
Ere Transmitter Peeped 


Mason City, Ia., Jan. 26. 


One of those local-station-makes- 


| good success yarns is being turned 


| 


i really 





ithe air, 


| operation, 


out here by the Lee Syndicate of 
newspapers which has just opened 
KGLO, full-time 100-watter. Boys 
went to town with their 
and mostly in the future 
Before the station ever hit 
it had signed up $25,000 
worth of local biz. Represents 35% 
all available commercial time. 
Another cute trick was a listener 
survey before KGLO was as yet in 
Bit of research showed 


small’e, 
tense. 


WWJ has put off for at least four | to which outsiders the local populace 


by both an act on the new show and 
by a WWJ group. 

Detroit warblers, who’ve been on 
WWJ almost two years and have 
appeared on several NBC programs 
at various times, claim priority to 
title, pointing out that WLW act 
only about 
weeks ago. WLW _ group, which 
gained considerable buildup several 
years ago while with Fred Waring 
under ‘Babs and Her Two Brothers’ 
title, broke up coupla times. Finally, 
with replacement of Babs Ryan by 
Bab Perrone, they adopted the 
‘Smoothies’ title about five months 
ago when ‘Vocal Varieties’ first hit 
the air over WLW, it is claimed. 

NBC show starting Thursday (28) 
would fill the same spot, 7:15 to 7:30 
p.m., now held by the Detroit 
‘Smoothies’ on WWJ, so WWJ de- 
cided it was about time something 
was done, Figured that settlement 
can be reached whereby WLW 
‘Smoothies’ can adopt another name, 
since local group apparently has 
seniority rights and has built up a 
big following hereabouts. 

Reports that ‘Varieties’ may be 
moved to Chicago, with substitution 
of Chicago talent, is seen as a pos- 
sible solution to the present mixup, 


Only 3 Detroit Visuals 


Detroit, Jan. 26. 

Expiration of the R. G. Dun ‘Big 
Broadcast,’ aired from the Broad- 
way theatre stage over WXYZ, 
leaves this nearly-two-million pop. 
town with three visual shows, 
spread out over six stations. Lack 
of facilities (WWJ has the only radio 
theatre in this vicinity) and scarcity 
of shows that lend themselves to 
audiences, 

Biggest visual at present is the 
Ford Sunday evening symph, which 
originates weekly from the 5,000- 
seat Masonic Temple aude, and fed 
by WJR to CBS. That interest in 
visuals hereabouts is at a high pitch 
is shown by the hefty demand week- 
ly for the 5,000 free tickets to these 
broadcasts. Ducats, handled by Ford 
Motor Co., are gobbled up weeks in 








|advance for concerts. 





Revive Coast Favs 








Bert Lebhar, Jr., sales director of | 
WMCA, New York, out in Chicago | 
hypoing Midwest biz. Has signed | 
United Remedies for a stanza begin- | 
ning Feb. 1, consuming an eve half 
hour daily except Sunday. 

Talent is Zeke Manners and His | 
Gang (currently in Hollywood). Ar- | 
rive in New York by transport liner 





on Sunday (31). 


Los Angeles, Jan. 26. 

Two old Coast favs are being re- 
vived. Gilmore Circus, petrol spon- 
sored, goes back on National Broad- 
casting basic Coast red network 
Feb. 15. 

Mutual will take California Mel- 
odies cross country from KHJ. 
George Fischer, film gossiper, and 
David Broekman’s ork are under- 
scored, 


18 | 





| weeks taking the new ‘Vocal Vari- | was tuning in before they had a sta- 
Local network people were of the | eties’ stanza, which hits NBC Red /tion of their own. 
——— that nothing can be done by | Thursday (28). Reason is a contro-|statisties — which, incidentally, 
the Commish. Pointed out that sta-| versy over ‘The Smoothies’ tag, worn | showed certain web reception as 


Looks like these 


pretty meager—can be used later on 
in angling for web affiliation. 

Debut had all the local bigwigs 
on hand for wining and dining. Joe 
Weed, station rep, also in attendance 
from New York, while his partner- 
brother Neill ambled in from Chi- 
cago. 


Lohr to San Francisco 


San Francisco, Jan. 26. 

President Lenox R. Lohr of NBC 
pays his first visit to the Western 
Division headquarters here next Fri- 
day and Saturday (29-30). He will 
discuss ‘“Television’ Friday at a 
Commonwealth Club of California 
luncheon in the Palace Hotel, fol- 
lowing which he will meet local 
radio scribes. 

Before returning east Lohr will 
spend several days at NBC affiliate 
stations in the Pacific Northwest 
and also 0.0. the web’s studios and 
offices in Hollywood. 

Roy C. Witmer, NBC vice-prexy in 
charges of sales, was in San Fran- 
cisco last week for his annual pow- 
wow with the local sales force. He’s 
in Hollywood this week. 

Don E. Gilman, NBC vice-prexy 
in charge of the Western Division, is 
the new prexy of the San Francisco 
Commercial Club. Elected last 
Thursday following his return from 
Salt Lake City. 


Aces West Via Wax 


‘Easy Aces’ programs for Anacin 
will in three weeks be heard on the 
west coast over CBS outlets. Series 
has reached this region over the 
regular NBC hookup. Tomorrow’s 
(28) broadcast will be the last un- 
der that arrangement. 

For the next three weeks the pro- 
gram will not be heard west of and 
including Denver but instead will 
be taken off the air on waxings. Lat- 
ter will start clearing on CBS Pacific 
stations three weeks hence, instead. 

















New Tops in San Jose 


San Francisco, Jan, 26. 
Charles S. Harper becomes man- 
ager of KQW, San Jose, and Gene 
Emmet Clark becomes § assistant 
manager under Ralph Brunton, g.m. 
of KQW and KJBS here. Harper's 


‘predecessor, H. O. Feibig, is now 


special representative in charge of 
national advertising for the Northern 
California Broadcasting System 
(KJBS-KQW), with headquarters in 
San Francisco. 

Harper formerly was KQW sales 
manager and Clark was continuity 
editor. E. L. Barker of the local 
staff has been transferred to KQW 
to succeed Harper. 





GET ACQUAINTED DINNERS 


Pulliam Starts Dinner Forums for 
WIRE, Indianapolis 








Indianapolis, Jan. 26. 

Eugene C, Pulliam, newspaper 
publisher who recently entered radio 
biz with purchase of WIRE here 
adopting a dinner fcrum as a mez 
of knowing his staff and encourag 
progressive discussion, 
once a month, 

Owner takes 28 members of sta- 
tion staff to dinner at his club and 
afterwards the chinfest has every. 
body privileged to make suggestions 
criticisms or squawks, 7" 

First session developed a va 
of suggestions from more towels in 
the wash room to alterations in the 
programs, 
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Naturals 
are 


“NATURALS” 


First Campaign. of 
National Firm 


on WOW 


@Showmanship wins again! 
Fine local talent, plus typical 
WOW showmanship in pro- 
gram-building, 
the Northern 
Company 
show—a 


recently sold 
Natural Gas 
its first big radio 
half-hour program 
every Sunday afternoon, 


@ Plans 
hook up 


are under way to 
other stations in 
Nebriowa*. The Northern 
Naturals, with — soloists 
Eleanor Thatcher and Tommy 
Ports and a swing string or- 
chestra, may soon create a 
network! The Northern Natu- 
rals are “naturals” on WOW! 


590 KC—5,000 WATTS 
ON THE NBC RED 
NETWORK 


JOHN GILLIN, JR. MGR. 


wow 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA 


*The immensely wealthy trade 
territory of easiern NEBRaska 
and western IOWA, Its business 
capital is Omaha, Its radio 
capital is W O W! 


COVERS THE NATION’S 
MARKET BASKET 














Atlanta 


RY 3 


WGST 


5000 watts day 

1000 watts nite 
890 ke. 

E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 


CBS 
Repts : 











UNITED PRESS NEWS 


On the Sports Station K€ listeners 
turn to KXBY for news becatise U. P. 
gives latest and most complete re- 
ports and because they prefer KX BY 
| newcasters, Walt Lochman and Ivan 
Flannery. 

Smart advertisers turn to KXBY for 
results, Sponsorship of 15 or »° 
minute newscasts will do the job. 


WIRE FOR RATES 


KXBY 


Kansas City, Mo. 
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Automotive 

Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. 
Ford Motor Co. Dealers 
General Motors Corp. 

Olds Motor Works 

Packard Motor Car Co. 
Pontiac Motor Co. 
Studebaker Corp. 


Building Materials 
American Radiator Co. 
American Rolling Mill Co. 
Duff-Norton Mfg. Co. 


Cigars, Cigarettes, Tobacco 
American Tobacco Co. 
Axton-Fisher Tobacco Co. 

Brown & Williamson Tobacco Corp. 
Philip Morris & Co., Ltd. 


Clothing and Dry Goods 
Real Silk Hosiery Mills, Inc. 


Confectionery and Soft Drinks 
Cardinet Candy Co. 

Tastyeast, Inc. 

Welch Grape Juice Co. 


Drugs and Toilet Goods 
American Home Products Co. 
Bristol-Myers Co. 

Campana Sales Co. 

Duart Mfg. Co., Ltd. 

Fitch, F. W., Co. 


Humphreys Homeopathic Medicine Co. 
International Cellucotton Products Co. 


Iodent Chemical Co. 
Jergens-Woodbury Sales Corp 
Lady Esther Co. ; 
Lamont, Corliss & Co. 


NEW YORK 


NBC is Known 
by the Companies it -Keeps 


Luden’s, Inc. 

Manhattan Soap Co. 
Marrow, J. W. Mfg. Co. 
Maybelline Co. 

Miles Laboratories, Inc. 


Molle Co. (Consumer Products Co.) 


Moon Glow Cosmetic Co., Ltd. 
Owl Drug Co., The 
Packer Tar Soap, Inc. 
Pepsodent Co., The 
Princess Pat, Ltd. 
Procter & Gamble Co. 
Smith Bros., Inc. 
Sterling Products, Inc. 
Dr. Lyon's Products 
Bayer Co., Inc. 
Phillips Products 
Wm. R. Warner Co. 
Wasey Products Co. 


Financial and Insurance 

Bank of America Nat'l Trust & 
Savings Assn. 

Household Finance Corp. 

Occidental Life Ins. Co. 


Foods and. Food Beverages 
Albers Bros. Milling Co. 
Best Foods, Inc. 
Bowey’s, Inc. 
California Conserving Co. 
Carnation Co. 
Casweil & Co., Geo. W. 
General Foods Corp. 
Maxwell House & Sanka 
Jello 
Log Cabin 
Minute Tapioca 
Calumet 
Diamond Crystal Salt 
General Mills, Inc. 


Horlick’s Malted Milk Corp. 
Jel-Sert Co. 
Kellogg Company 
Kraft-Phenix Cheese Corp. 
Langendorf United Bakeries, Inc. 
Loose Wiles Biscuit Co. 
National Biscuit Co. 
Pillsbury Flour Mills Co. 
Procter & Gamble Co. 
Quaker Oats Co. 
Ralston Purina Co. 
Sealtest System Laboratories, Inc. 
Sperry Flour Co. 
Standard Brands, Inc. 

Chase & Sanborn 

Fleischmann 

Royal Gelatin 

Tender Leaf Tea 
Tillamook County Creamery Assn. 
Wander Co., The 
Washington, G. Coffee Refining Co. 
Wesson Oil & Snowdrift Sales Co. 


Garden 
Ferry-Morse Seed Co. 
Pacific Guano Co. 


House Furniture 
and Furnishings 
Allegheny Steel Co. 
General Electric Co. 
National Ice Advertising, Inc. 


Jewelry and Silverware 
International Silver Co. 


Lubricants, Petroleum 
Products and Fuel 

Cities Service Co. 

Hudson Coal Co. 


AS OF JANUARY 1, 1937 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 


WASHINGTON 


CHICAGO . 


Regional Advertisers, Inc. 
Richfield Oil Co. of Calif, 
Shell Union Oil Corp. 
Signal Oil Co. 

Standard Oil of Calif. 
Sun Oil Co. 

Union Oil Co. of Calif, 


Paints and Hardware 

Acme White Lead and Color Works 
Benjamin Moore & Co. 
Sherwin-Williams Co. 


Radios, Phonographs, 
Musical Instruments 
Radio Corporation of America 


Schools, Camps and 
Correspondence Courses 
Better Speech Institute of America 


Laundry Soaps, 
Housekeeper’s Supplies 

Babbitt, B. T., Inc. 

Johnson, S. C., & Son, Inc. 

Pacific Coast Borax Co. 

Procter & Gamble Co. 

Scott Paper Co. 


Stationery and Publishers 
Macfadden Publications, Inc. 


Modern Magazines, Inc. 


Wines, Beer and Liquors 
Krueger Brewing Co. 


Miscellaneous 

American Can Co, 

California Chain Store Association 
Modern Food Process Co. 
Morrell, John & Co, 


SAN FRANCISCO 


RCA presents the Metropolitan Opera every Saturday afternoon. Ana “Magic Key of RCA” every Sunday 
2 to 3 P. M., E.S.T. Both on NBC Blue Network 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Stunts, Novelties, Tie-Ups 














Outstanding Stunts: 





HELPING UNEMPLOYED 
KHJ, LOS ANGELES 








Job-Getter Commercial 
Los Angeles. 

Carrying title of ‘Help Thy Neigh- 
bor,’ Hal Styles launched a 13-week 
series over KHJ last Sunday (24) to 
help jobless find employment. Pro- 
grams are sponsored by local credit 
house. 


#-- Styles will surround himself with 


unemployed, who have been inter- 
viewed previously, and point out 
their qualifications. At his side be- 
fore the mike will be a girl at a 


phone to .eceive incoming calls from 
those who have employment for the 
subjects. 

Station, as a good will 
will absorb reverse charges. 
recently resigned as special 
head at KMTR. 


gesture. 
Styles 
events 





Humpty Dumpty Kid Appeal 
Columbus, O 
Five prizes daily to children is the 
pull on WHKC’s new kid show 
which got going Monday for Moores 
& Ross and the Hamilton Milk Co. 
Kids are asked to send in sus- 
gestions for tricks to be performed 
by Humpty Dumpty and His 
Animals. Roller skates, trains, dolls. 
are the prizes. 
Program is produced .by the 
WHKC staff and banks heavily on 
sound effects. Larry Lawrence is 


Humpty Dumpty, the clown; Parker 
| Eberle does the animal noises and 
| Fred Joyner and Bob French, pro- 
; ducer. handle the rest of the sound. 


WBOW’S High School Series 
Terre Haute. 

clinic 
Feb. 


of radio 
beginning 


Series 


i will air 13th 


| promotionist. 
broadcasts | 
over | 


| WBOW here, with educators of In- | 


| diana State Teachers College in 
charge Dr. Clarence Morgan over- 
seeing the series, with college prexy 
Ralph N. Tirey for opening spiel. 
W. W. Behrman, station head, on 
subject: ‘What the High School 
Series Means to Radio Stations’; with 
Luke Walton, of the station staff, to 


discuss ‘Mike Technic.’ 
Out of town guest will be Blanche 
Young, radio supervisor of In- 


dianapolis schools, for another mike | 


| spiel. Number of high schools in} 
Wabash Valley are to take part in} 
series. 





A Letter in a Felder 
New York City. 

Something different in the way of 
talent selling approach was 
folder-letter which F. C. O’Keefe, oi 
| Rockwell-O’Keefe, Inc., enclosed in 
the leather correspondence container 
| that his organization gave to agency 
men as a holiday souvenir. Leathe: 
desk folder itself had each recipient's 
name inscribed in gold lettering and 
nothing else. 


Letter, which was written in 
intimate vein, reviewed the history 
of the R-O’K organization. It re- 


called the various mike names that 
the firm has developed within th 
past three years, told about the ex- 





the | 


| 





j}also exhibit the blown-up art. 





pansion of departments and branches 
and detailed the functions of the ma- 
jority of persons in the Rockwell- 
O’Keefe personnel. 


L. A. Promotion-Minded 
Los Angeles. 

Hollywood boulevard shop win- 
dows have been well spotted with 
CBS <artists pouring their artistry 
into CBS mikes. Other locations 
Re- 
sponsible for the innovation (locally 
it is) are Dave Carter, CBS-KNX 
press head, and George McCaughna, 





experiment and apt to be too speedy 
to be kept apace by public opinion, 


on its acceptance. 


Roving Reporter Really Does 
Fort Wayne. 
Roving reporter idea worked into 
Wolf & Dessauer’s Magazine of the 
Air program over WOWO has 
Dorothea Wright covering a 45 mile 
radius. She travels via auto, making 
personal contacts with hamlet of- 
ficials, church and _ social leaders, 
getting intimate slants for the thrice 
weekly airings which follow. 





Local radio flacks have never gone 
beyond the printed word. 
campaign is seen as forerunner 
heavy promotion among three net- 
works for Coast listening audience. 
Harry Maizlish’s billboard splash fot 
KFWB is also expected to give the 
others a few promotional ideas 

Radio and an Experiment 
Lincoln. 
unicameral legis- 
occupying the radio 


Neb first 
lative session is 


raska’s 


limelitht here, two commentators | 
feccing it to the state’s public. | 
Foster May, handlins for WOW 

Omaha, and Gunnar Back, for the 


Central States group, KOIL. Omaha; 
KFAB, Lincoln and Omaha, and | 
KFOR. Lincoln. Back is  supple- 
mented by daily reviews of legisla- 
tive accomplishments by John 
Edwards, former newspaperman and | 
authority on capitol doins 
Reginald B. Martin, who started | 
the simplicity angle on lesislative | 
coverage while still with the Iowa 
Net out of Des Moines, has inautu- 
rated the same idea here. His in- 
structions to Edwards to personalize 
the news is of great benefit to the 
rank and file listener. Every bill is 
discussed by Edwards in accordance 
with what the bill will mean to the 
listener. 
Since 
house 


this 
levislature. is 


unicameral, or 
strictly 


one 
an 


CBS-KNX | 


of | 


| series, 


June Bradley edits ether copy, 
with Mary Berghoff added for sing- 
ing chores. 


Jimmy Allen Memberhips 


Indianapolis. 
Transcription ‘Adventures of 
Jimmie Allen’ (World) as carried 


radio in league with the newspapers 
will probably have a marked effect 





locally over WIRE, and under spon- | 


sorship of T and T Baking Co. 
(Colonial Bread) puiled 7,200 re- 
quests for membership in ‘Jimmie 
Allen Flying Club’ as plugged in 
Above number by 
count received in only four days. 
Kids are asked to go to grocer, get 
card with no strings, even postage 
paid by sponsor, fill same out; have 
papa and mama sign, and mail. In 
return, youngsters get membership 
card, with name typed thereon of 
member, and letter te parents extoll- 
ing virtues of club. Bread company 
handles the mailing of above, as re- 
quests are addressed to them direct. 
Program, of course, usual serial 
type script show, giving the younger 
element the thrills of Jimmie Allen’s 
life, whose job is learning to fly at 
present stage of transcriptidns, with 
appreciation of youths for program 
shown by results of membership 
| plugs. 
ee 





Crawl Right In, Mr. C—— 
Washington. 





erage of President Roosevelt’s 








NEW N. Y. PARAMOUNT RECORD! 


WEEK BEGINNING JANUARY 13th 


‘67,00 
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WILLIAM MORRIS 
AGENCY 


REPRESENTATIVES 


ARTISTS’ 


R.K. O. BUILDING * ROCKEFELLER CENTER, N. Y. 





AND 


Ket 


BIGGEST GROSS SINCE THE INCEPTION 
OF THE PARAMOUNT’S BAND POLICY 


AND HIS 
ORCHESTRA 


HOLLYWOOD 


actual | 





One of Columbia’s stunts.on cov- | 
in- | 


auguration was the introduction 0 
the air, of H. V. Kaltenborn to wit 
liam Crutchfield, of the chain's 
Charlotte station. The pair. aun 
mobiling with mobile transmitters in 
the parade, had not met that morn. 
ing when Kaltenborn checked in at 
Washington. They carried on a con. 
versation while the procession was 
moving. 

It was announced that Columbia 
planned to use a blimp for overhead 
broadcasting, but was forced to aban- 
don the idea because of low ‘ceilip=' 
The Washington monument and the 


Capitol dome were the ‘up high’ 
points for descriptions. 
Street Car Signs For KARK 


Little Rock. Ark. 
*‘KARK Now on NBC—~In the Cen. 
ter of the Dial.’ 


This brief sign on the front of 
every Little Rock street car and 
trackless trolley informs the gen. 


eral public that radio station KARK 
had become affiliated with the NBC. 
Signs will adorn car fronts for entire 
month. 


Jim Healey’s Helpful Hand 
Schenectady, N. Y. 

Jim Healey, Sunoco newscaster on 
WGY. is promoting Big Brother and 
Big Sister Clubs of the Air. ur ‘ts 
formed in area communities bv 
adults who give a small amount of 
time each week to juvenile del'n- 
quents. No financial outlay is neces- 
sary, three or more adults organiz ng 
a local ciub and working with 
courts and police on boys or girls 
who require supervision. Albany 
the first city to join in the moven it 
and Schenectady came in last week 
after a meeting held at police head- 
quarters. Chief William H. Funston, 
a veteran of 38 years’ service, mede 
a plea for support of the plan as a 
guest on Healey’s evening program. 

Big Brothers and Sisters have chil- 
dren report weekly, take the young- 
sters to their homes for dinner. etc. 


the 


Radio's Pot of Gold 
Des Moines. 

Mary Little. radio editor for the 
Des Moines Register-Tribune, owners 
of KSO and KRNT. is using a new 
corner in the column called ‘Time 
Was,’ combining photos and cartoons 
of air personalities, recording high- 
lights in the early experiences of the 
artists before reaching stardom. 

Column is also using a box called 
‘Radio’s Pot of Gold,’ which lists the 
radio contests now on the air, and 
ties this in with names of localites 
getting in on prize money. 

Tomorrow's News Today 
Des Moines. 

‘Tomorrow's Headlines Today’ is 
the slogan being plugged by the news 
department of WHO, Des Moines, 
headed by H. R. Gross. 

Station now has nine daily news 
broadcasts and two weekly news 
feature programs. 


Ballyhooing the Program 
Detroit. 

Following a huge campaign bally- 
hooing ‘Adventures of the Green 
Hornet,’ through newspapers, street 
car cards, posters and throwaways, 
Detroit Creamery is now distributing 
mugg of ‘Britt Reid’ (hero of mys- 
tery serial over WXYZ) painted on 
glasses of cottage cheese. 

All for a dime. 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ In 3 Parts 

Buffalo. 

*Romeo and Juliet’ in three install- 
ments is latest experiment in Her- 
bert Colin Rice’s WGR-WKBW dtra- 
matic clinic. Shakespearean adapta- 
tion opened Sunday night (24) °on 
WGR for half-hour, second install- 
ment last night (25), and third this 
evening (26). 

Rice plays Romeo with his wife, 

(Continued on page 44) 








CERTIFIED 
SUCCESS STORY 


NO. 35 











“PHILADELPHIAS 
PIONEER VOICE” 





| Sports Results! 


Adams Clothes bought rightly 
sports program at beginning 
of baseball season, intending to 
run only until World Series. 
Show pulled so successfully 
sponsor renewed thru football 
season, then thru basketbal! 
season. Now o.k. for §2 week 
contract! Football contest held 
for ten weeks pulled weekly 
average of 4,800 entries! 
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Watch for those STREAMLINED Rhythms! 


JIMMIE 
NCEFORD 
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Week January 29th: 
LOEW’S STATE 


New York City 
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WPA's Professional Parade’ on NBC 
May Be Commercially Sponsored 


Washington, Jan. 26. |; Broadcasting Program under WPA 

Expansion of relief raa:o activicies, |) @Uspices. 
as well as sale of Federal air plans Plans currently afoot call for cre- 
to commercial sponsors, is in the ation of a small broadcast unit in, 
wind. But the government has no! Los Angeles and possibly a larger | 


present thought of entering the busi- 


ness on its own. 


With ‘Profes 


ional Parade’ ove 

NEC Blue network bDringing tavor- 
ible re won d Pionee I »S 

1 loca \ \ Yo 
a tin 5 Wo NS Pre 
ress Adi stration € el n 
schem l >t ne ) 1dd 
ra oO projects 1 Val IS Spots as ‘Prole onal 
p { ol | | i) 
t i ) : i ul 
it look hou most etropol 
areas will be the locale fol Modes 


ticnal, agents about 


one in Chicago. Local broadcasters 
have signified willingness to supply 
cuffo time if the programs are right. 
Sponsors Curious 
venture 
any 


their initial Ss com- 


th m sustainingss 


WPA execs have been propositioned 


advertisers and 
the 
attracted 


sponsors 


> commercial 

taking over shows 

Parade’ has 

rom two potential 
headquarter! Names are being 
kept however, for fear of up- 

al setting the applecart. 

Proposed expansion probably will 


S Says. 


d + 
SeCieL, 




















MARIO BRAGGIOTT! 


WITH HIS ORCHESTRA 
Recently Headlined at 
Paramount Theatre, New 
York, and Featured at Cor- 


inthian Room, Hotel Pierre 


(HEARD ON NBC NETWORK) 
Mgt. CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, Inc. 





a be 


worked out along the same lines 
as the legit phase of the Theatre 
Program. Scripts will be used sev- 
eral times in different sectors, with 
the government laying off the idea 


of traveling units or transcription 
programs. The originators of the 
venture may take to the _ road, 
though, to help plan the local set- 


ups. 





Des Moines, Jan, 26. 

Moines, has a new Sun- 
day sustaining program called the 
‘WHO Playhouse,’ in which 30- 
minute dramas are produced under 
direction oi Donald Thompson. The 


WHO, Des 


selected for production and all play- 
ers are paid performers, 
a record of using only paid talent 
on all programs originating in the 
station, whether commercial or sus- 
taining, the only exception being in 
the case of public service programs. 


First play used was written by 
|'Tom Duncan, formerly of Chautau- 
| qua. Second was by Sid. Levine, 


| Drake U student, and the third to be 
| used was written by Robert Blay- 
| lock, a stock actor. 











WBT’s Long-Runner 








* * 


Fred Allen 
Portland Hoffa 


in “Town Hall Tonight” 
SAL HEPATICA-IPANA 

WEAF—Wednesdays 9-10 P.M. EST 
Dir.: WALTER BATCHELOR 





¥ ¥ 


Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 26. 

Longest running show in WBT is 
that of the Duke Power Company, 
currently called ‘Duke Melodiers.’ 
Same personnel was first on the air 
for Duke Power as ‘Rosewood and 
Ivory.’ Name of the act was recently 
changed. 

Program has Margaret Chesick, 
soprano, against a piano and xylo- 
phone background supplied by 
George Fraser and Pete Partin, Clair 
Shadwell has been recently added to 
the period as ‘Reddy Kilowatt.’ 





From Hearst to Hearst 
Hollywood, Jan, 26. 








| Station KFWB has severed its 





“The en ® Toast of the Southland” 


asi’ CRATC 


N.Y. Daily lt 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


FRANCIS 
RED NETWORK WSM 


Mondays, 11:30 p.m., CST 


|news agreement with the Hearst’s 
|Los Angeles Examiner and has 
| switched to Hearst’s International 
| News Service and Universai as its 
| new headline markets. 

Examiner has struck up @ deal 
with station KMTR instead, 








Chiesa on Carnation 





Chicago, Jan. 26. 





wants to dissolve his 


Variety, New York. 





One of the top salesmen in Los 
Angeles area with 8 years radio 
experience covering every branch 
small 
agency and connect with Eastern 


Vivian della Chiesa starts on the 
Carnation Milk program over NBC 
on Feb. 1. Warbler is set for a 31- 
week ride. 

On Feb. 1 the Carnation coverage 


a pranener and cow jumps from 55 to 58 stations on the 
atrica publicity ackground. NBC ed, addin KSTP, Min- 
Age 33. Address: Box 36, . = 


neapolis-St. Paul, WTMJ, Milwau- 
kee and WIBA, Madison (Wis.). 














By JANE WEST 


NOWRADIO’S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS’ YOU MORE 


| AUGHTER [EARS 


Presented by Ivory 





ano -{EART-THROBS 


Soap « 99‘*/100 °/ 0 pure 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 
NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. EST 


IN ee 
BLACKMAN 


MGT., ED OWOLF_-RKO 


11 a.m. EST 


COAST TO COAST 
ADVERTISING, INC. 
BLDG., NEW YORK CITY 


WHO's 1-Acters for Cash. 


station pays $10 for each manuscript | 


WHO has | 





Sing for Their Rival 


Tulsa, Jan. 26. 

Fact they work for other oil 
companies during the week 
doesn’t prevent the majority of 
those composing the Tulsans 
Male Chorus of 60 from broad- 
casting on the Barnsdall Refin- 
ing show over KTUL, Tulsa, 
Saturday nights. 

Among the oil companies rep- 
resented in this choral organi- 
zation of local business men are 
Texas, Shell, Mid-Continent and 
Standard. 








HERE AND THERE 7 


Wilby Goff is back at WGH, New- 
port News, mike after tour with Polk 
ork. 





Johnny Weismuller, 
and Larry Adler. 

Also auditioned Morton Dow ney 
for an NBC commersh. 


Lionel Atwill 











Bill Irwin, commercial manager of 
WSOC, Charlotte, N. C., is on a two- 


weeks trip to New York city and Byron Smith, of Asheville, N. C., 


has joined the commercial staff of 














Sponsors—Agencies 


William W. 
B iby 


Lee & Co. (Save-the- 
Remedy) is sponsoring a five- 
‘Musical Clock,” six morn- 
eekly, WNBX. Spring- 
field, Vt., through Leighton & Nelson 
of Schenectady. Started Monday 
(Jan. 24) with a Dionne doll contest 
tiein. Concern, through same 


week test 


ings W over 


agency, will air a second half-hour 
evening broadcast over WGyY, | 
Schenectady, Jan. 26, with Bradley | 
Kincaid, Annettee McCullough, and | 
the Banjoleers (Don and Lee Han- 
cox). First one with that lineup 
hooked good results on a doll-nam- 
jing bait. Lee Company has a regu- 


lar breakfast breeze WGY. 


over 


Procter & Gamble on a five-a- 


week afternoon shot on the NBC red | 


| with new Irna Phillips show out of | 
Chicago tagged ‘Good Samaritan.’ | 
Starting this week; title will be 
changed to avoid confusion with 


eastern show of same name. 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency, 
Chicago, auditioning ‘Originalities’ 
show, swing organization in the Chi- 
cago NBC studios. 


Harry Conn again drawing his pay 
check from Ruthrauff & Ryan. This 
time as scriper for Al Jolson show. 
He used to dish up the Joe Penner 
sillies. 








Ben Larson heading for the Coast 
to produce Gillette Community Sing. 
Hal Finberg comes west to aid Cecil 
Underwood on the Jolson airer, 


Roger Baker’s Fun Quiz, which be- 
gan yesterday (25) will run daily 
except Sunday at 11:30 a. m. on 
WGR, Buffalo. Ontario biscuit is the 
sponsor, program set by 
Vars agency. 

Instrumental in selection of the an- 
nouncer was the natural tie-in with 
the biscuit company of the name 
‘Baker.’ 





Automatic Voting Machine Co. of 
Jamestown, N. Y., which sponsored 
a four-week pre-election series over 
WGY, Schenectady, with Clarence 
H. Knapp’s ‘Sob Ballads’ is reported 
to be considering a return soon with 
same program. First one. an experi- 
ment, produced good results. Next 
one will aim particularly at terri- 
tory outside New York State, com- 
pany having latter market in its 
exclusive range. Leighton & Nelson 
agency handled initial stanza, 








Larus Tobacco account (Edgeworth, 
Domino) has shifted the bulk of its 
biz from Marschalk & Pratt to 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert, New 
York. M & P agency, however, is 
continuing to place an extensive spot 
radio campaign utilizing wax and 
seemingly will keep this end of the 
account for at least 13 more weeks 
inasmuch as renewals have just been 
issued on a number of stations. 

Stanza, cut by World, is 
| ‘Moments You Never Forget.’ 
originally skedded for 10 stations. 
Two weeks ago 11 more were added, 
while last week another four were 
appended—KFPY, Spokane: KGIR, 
Butte; WGY, Schenectady, and 
WDRC, Hartford. On the original 10 | 
outlets, renewals for 
issued. 


labeled 


Duff-Norton of Pittsbu 
to air Feb. 26 for 
weeks in new 


‘House That 


will have a_ three-station 
with WEAF, New York, 
Chicago, also added. 


and WMAQ, 


T. A. McGinley, president of com- 
pany. Will again use Lois 
short drama- 


star and 





in addition, 
| (Continued on page 46) 





Addison | 


Was | 


13 weeks were | 


rah returns 
minimum of 13); 
Jacks | 
Built’ series. Instead of going through| | GUEST APPEARANCE 
only KDKA here, as in past, program 

line-up, | 


Show will continue to go out by | @ 
remote from Sewickley mansion of | 


Miller, | 
singer-organist, with a weekly guest | 











been Wwsoc, Charlotte, N. C. He was 
| William Morris Chicago office last | pocaeat | a performer at WWNC, 
| week booked 10 guest shots in radio. | : 

Acts booked are Sophie Tucker, Ed- | i) yi 

gar Rice Burroughs, Frank Buck, | Milton Ponder, former WFBC, 
Reginald Gardiner, Morton Downey, Greenville, S. C., mikeman recently 
Borrah Minevich. Lupe Velez, of WSM, Nashville, out of radio to 

go into other biz. 

Changes at KFAB-KFOR vers secerasoaste 0 ine woe 
Charlotte, N. C., program denart- 
| ment, serving in a secretarial ca- 

Lincoln, Jan. 26. (Continued on page 44) 

John Shafer, head announcer, now 

| assistant program director under 
Lyle DeMoss at KFAB-KFOR. J. B 


KOOL-RALEIGH | 








| Lake becomes senior announcer. Sroes 

John Henry, Bob Cunningham and | Mon. 
Harry Harvey were in Washington, | a 
D. C., last week for the FCC hear- | PM, 


ing on the establishment of a new 
100-watter in Council Bluffs, Ia., as a 


. iS 


fourth station for CSBC. 
| Frank Throop, publisher of the 
Lincoln Star, which has 25% of the 


CSBC, principal speaker at the open- 
ing of the new Lee Syndicate sta- 
tion, KGLO, Mason City, Ia. 





Murray’s Talking Tour 


Vanmeiier. Jan. 26. 
Gladstone Murray, head of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp., ended | 
a hectic two weeks in western Brit- | 
ish Columbia Saturday (23). Between | 
two and three addresses a day he 
sandwiched in conferences with com- 


} 


Opening — “THE MEADOWBROOK” 
Cedar Grove, N. J., Jan. 20th 


mercial broadcasters, CBC officials | Per. Rep —ARTHUR T. MICHAUD 
and varied delegations. He visits | 1775 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
Kamloops, Kelowna and Trail, all Mgt.—M.C.A. 








taking CBC programs, after leaving 
this city and is working his way back 
to Ottawa gradually. 

Horace Stovin, western regional 
director of CBC, is still lining up the 
big program to inaugurate the new 
CRCV studios here. Program will 
| be shortwaved to the BBC and will 
jalso be taken by some CBS, NBC 
|and Mutual stations in the south. 
Studio opening is set for Feb. 16. 
Station’s new 5,000 watt transmitter | 
Swings into operation Sunday (24), 


Ban on Booze Adv. 


Charlotte, N, C., Jan. 26. 
Advertising will be prohibited for 
county liquor stores in North Caro- 
lina if recommendations of the state 





agents 
for largest group of ‘ 
radio writers in U. S., 


Program ideas or special 
material for Ad Agencies, 


Stations, Stage, Screen or 
Radio stars. 














liquor study commission are enacted ASSOCIATED 
into law by the 1937 General As- RADIO WRITERS, 
sembly. INC. 


Radio advertising of beverages of 
more than 5% alcoholic content will | 
not be permitted. 


137 Newbury Street 
BOSTON, MASS. 











Winnipeg Stations Perk Up - —_——_—_—— 


Winnipeg, Jan. 26. 
Local stations are going in for GIOVAN NI 
AGE 13 


heavy cases of face lifting. Govern- 
Guest Artist 


ment owned CKY’s new edifice is 
SHELL SHOW PROGRAM 


nearing completion and CJRC, Win- 
WEAF - NBC 





nipeg, the James Richardson station, 
has been completely rejuvenated 
with new studio set-up, enlarged 
control rooms, a new audition room, 





etc. . 

: 5 te — ¢ ee Exclusion Management 
Latter is eastern end of the Grain IALLIAN M. QUINLAN 
Belt network, operated by Richard- 57 Jarvis Place, Lynbrook, L. I 

son Tel: Lynbrook 5823 




















The NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
and WALTER BATCHELOR 


| Present 


HILDEGARDE || | 


| PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


| Week Beginning January 27 
WILLIAM WIRGES 


Conductor and Arranger 








| 
| 








with ED WYNN 
Saturday, February 6 at 8:00 P.M. 


' 


Personal Manager - 
Furopean Kep. - - 
| Publicity - - - 


ANNA SOSBNKO 
HENKY SHEREK 
SYDNEY SPlER 
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Time Brokers Arbitrate WBNX Strike 


Reps for Bronx Station’s Advertisers Sit In. 
—ARTA Wins Year's Contract 


After being off the air for «| BUFFALO MIKE CRASHES 


| 
hours over a two-day period last | 
| 








week because of the strike of panel! PR() TENNIS, 1ST TIME: 


men brought on by the American 
Radio Telegraphists Association, sta-| , 
tion WBNX, Bronx. N. Y., signed a| Buffalo, Jan. 26. 
hiurray, local sports pro- 
finally broke down and let all 


one year contract with the union.| Charley 
Resumed operations Jan. 19 with its! the iniciee Cole Wile whiiehd. tate the 
original crew. | Perry-Vines tennis exhib Wednesday | 
With time brokers of several com-|! (20). 
mercial sponsors acting as the arbi-|signment for WBNY, Roger 
tration board both sides came to 
agreement governing working con- 
iti f the men. Points gained b , . 
cinpgeectnesthoee were a poe ook 4 of letting in the mike men for fear 
a vacation with pay, time and a half | effect on the gate. Despite the 
for overtime, sick leave benefits, broadcasts, the match drew 3,161, 
four weeks’ notice on discharge,| Which is very good for tennis here. 
agreement that none but the five | Sportcasters now hope to get on the 
authorized engineers will handle | air with some oro boxing and other 
mechanical equipment and wage in-| ¢vents. 


creases from $27.50 to a minimum . f 
Babe Ruth’s Oil Acct. 


of $35 weekly for the technicians. | 
Babe Ruth has 





} 





WEBR. 








ARTA’s next move is to unionize | 
the four Brooklyn stations, WBBC, | 


WVFW, WARD and WLTH. Associ- | 


been put under 


ation has already made overtures! ontract by the Bederal agency to 
which were rejected. Further nego- | unnate Sn tame “Tadiailinns anatiog wie 
oonong nralen ot) ea gaig this week | Sinclair Oil wants to do over Co- 
Traces at WENX wae the Associa-| lumbia starting April 7. Ex-slugger 
tion’s first strike call in N. Y. and! would =. = the personality 
|around which the program idea 


also the first time that any N. Y.| 
station has been off the air for that | 
length of time. 

Arbitration group, comprised of | 
time brokers representing sponsors | 
of largest portions of stations’ rev- 
enue, included B. F. De Gil, Abe 
(not orchestra leader) Lyman, Ben- 
jamin J. De Avella, Jacob Schacter, 
Lido Belli, K. Jarzebowski and Wal- 
ter Ochromicz. 


| would revolve. 

Account is still awaiting an okay 
from Washington on the _ lottery 
angle of the show. Program calls 
for a 15-minute spot on Wednesdays 
and Fridays. 





Russ Morgan’s Ciggie 


Russ Morgan has been signatured 
for Philip Morris cigarets by the 
Biow agency, with the starting pe- 
riod to be around 
February. Morgan 
Reisman. 

It will be a half hour on NBC and 





Ralph Rose, Jr., has replaced 
George C. Baum as batonist on 
Barnsdall Refining’s Saturday night 
show over KTUL, Tulsa. Baum 
stepped out to allow himself more | Columbia. Consolidated Radio Art- 
time for the preparation of a sym- | ists, Inc., agented the Morgan book- 
phony concert series. ing. 


replaces Leo 





the middle of | 


Ralph Hubbell handled the as- | 
Baker | 
for WGR-WKBW and Jim Britt for | 


In the past Murray has been wary | 











Radio’s Influence 





Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 26. 
Charlotte’s anti-noise cam- 
paign, aimed especially at au- 
tomobile horn-blowers, received 
a momentary setback recently 
when Lee Kirby, WBT an- 
nouncer, went on the air with 
his ‘Side waik Sideshow.’ 

‘All who are listening to this 
program by automobile radio 
please toot your horn when you 
pass the Wilder building.’ 
Kirby requested. In two min- 
utes, couple ef dozen cars com- 
plied with obliging toots. 











AUSTRALIAN LABOR 
SEEKING STATIONS 


Sydney, Jan. 5. 
Labor is anxious to secure addi- 
tional 
of political propaganda. Hope dur- 
ing the year that a small chain of 
B-class commercials can be gotten 
under the control of Labor. Part in- 


terest has already been secured in 


station out in the s‘‘e'ts. and dic’ers 
are now on to secure at least three 


other spots if possible. 
Radio buys sought to give John T. 
| Lang, present Labor leader and op- 


position to the current Nationalist 
government, independence over the 
A-class radio units during election 
battles. Labor Party is keen to emu- 
late the New Zealand Labor Perty 


as regards control of radio, and it | musicales always directly seek to 


| 
| ernment. 


| government services sending out and 
| getting 


| viewpoint. 








Government Is Champion Free Publicity 
Grabber Through Govt.Licensed Radio 





smart stunt in view of their 
ers’ likes. 

Stations studded with commercials 
and little time for sustainers try to 
pare down program-time given to 
government. Just a request or over- 
| ture is ducked; if personal contact is 

made and followed up, station will 
eventually prove amenable, but will 
be found not too ready to carry an 
agency's propaganda over too lengthy 


Baltimore, Jan. 26. listen- 

America’s user, No. 1 free publici- 
ty on an organized press agent- 
directed basis. is the American gov- 


There are at least 14 


cuffo publicity from radio 
It’s the ideal set-up for a 
agent and from the latter’s 
Stations, always insecure 


stations. 
press 


| because of the six months license | 2 time. Tougher stztions will often 
under which they operate, are ga-ga | "efuse canned stuff. or mere copy 


radio stations for the airing | 


sent up for an announcer to read; 
then if government bureau really 
wants to hit the broadcasters, a rep- 
| resentative sent direct to do the 


to oblige Uncle Sam. 
Services using the air 

WPA, Department of 

Office of Education 


are CCC, 
Commerce, 
(in conjunction 


with Smithsonian Institute), Indian | Chore will have no trouble getting in 
Bureau, REA, SEC, RA, Congres- | 2 lick. 

sional Library, Agriculture, Home | Light en Shewmanship 
Owners Loan, Federal Housing and| On the whole, there isn’t much 
Children’s Bureau. In the past the | entertainment embodied in average 


| AAA used the air till the Supreme 


| government show. Probably tops is 
| heer swung ax, and National Park 


| the Office of Education-Smithsonian 


Service had a series which stopped | weekly half-hour ‘The World Is 
| after that agency seemed to run| Yours’ shot over NBC red-web on 
shallow of material. | Sunday mornings. About all the 


Many of radio programs represent- 
ine and turned out by the Federal 
agencies can be classified as educa- 
| tion and info public appreciates | 
having; but there is also the propa- | 
ganda element threaded into most of | 
them. As an instance. spiels on WPA 


others offer interest to but narrowed 
audiences, what with their distinctly 
localized themes. 

Turning out the scripts, transcrip- 
tions and live-talent shows is done 
in mill form. And the coverage the 
government seeks is so vast that one 
could never check its actual magni- 


is considered more than likely were plug the WPA and its work, and to | tude. 
Labor to come into control again | win public support to overcome| As example, the Indian Bureau 
that sweeping changes would be| 4sends out weekly stuff to 165 indi- 


made in the entire Australian radio 
field, especially in respect to the big 
A-class units. 

Radio men in general view with} 
alarm the possibility of radio as a 
whole coming under any political 


control, esnecially the ‘B’ stations, or | 


commercials, whose very existence 


depends upon the goodwill of adver- | agencies each individual station boss 


tisers. 

Jack Stillwell, of WIRE, Indian- 
apolis staff, in rushing to studio for 
local break on NBC program, broke | 





right through the glass door to the | 
injury to 


studio. Resulted in no 
Jack, except cracks by staff. 


There are not many known in- |‘yvidual stations. 
stances of individual stations nixing | 
overtures if the bids are made in- | agreeable to carrying the handouts. 
sistently. Policy in this matter of | Bureau knows that stations ofttimes 

accepting programs for free airing as | find them can’t fit the scripts in, and 
‘8 goodwill gesture toward govern- | quietly slough ‘em. So with just 
| 


Originally got these 


| antipathy. 
| broadcasters on its list as ones 
} 


ment has pretty well grooved along | about all of the other agencies’ turn- 
regular Naturally, there are | outs. It’s take ‘em or leave ‘em. 
They’re for the asking, and the 
quantity is endless, 


line. 


ardently approves of, and conse- 
quently these and their releases are 
favored. The ones disliked are 
| avoided and nixed if at all feasible. 
} 





Men of Gotham just washed up at 
Park Central, New York, get a radio 
showing date on Rudy Vallee hour. 
They're former members of George 
Olsen orchestra. 


Then there are certain agencies ac- 
credited with popularity in different 
areas, and stations usually carry 
handouts from those Fed offices as 











THE BASI 





VALUE 


2 = @ of radio advertising lies 


in its effectiveness in increasing sales of the advertised 


product within the station area. 


The effectiveness of WwW LW has been so proved over 


and over again. 
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RADIO’S SIGH OF RELIEF: 


NO NEW TAXES FALL 





Regina, Sask., Jan. 26. 





[ F.C.C.°S WASHINGTON DOCKET 


Radio station executives are happy | 
again, since finding the Jacoby re- | 
port on possible sources for new | 
taxation in Saskatchewan contained | 


no suggestion that radio stations 





DECISIONS 


Washington, Jan. 26. 


Alabama: Montgomery Broadcasting Co., Montgom- 
ery, denied in toto petition asking examiner’s report be 


should be subjected to a special tax.| rewritten in the light of depositions excluded by the 
‘We thought of radio stations, but) examiner, or to allow reopening of hearing on appli- 
decided we would run into trouble) cation for a new daytime station to operate on 1210 ke 


with the Dominion government over 
any special tax’ a member ‘of 
Jacoby commission told VARIETY rep. 


Wax Co.’s Canadian Rep 
Winnipeg, Jan. 26. 

All-Canada Broadcasting System, 
Winnipeg, ha: set deal to represent 
Stundard Transcriptions Library and 
the Earnshaw Radio Productions. 
Both are wax houses o. Los Angeles 
Pan-Canada will handle their busi- 
ncss across the Dominion. 





CARL 
HOFF 


LUCKY STRIKE 


“Your Hit Parade’’ 


Saturday, 10 p.m., EST 
WABC - CBS Network 








JERRY 
COOPER 


KRUEGER BEER 
Mondays at 10:30 PM.., 
WEAF - NBC 


DRENE SHAMPOO 
Wednesdays at 7:45 P.M. 
WEAF - NBC 

Thursdays at 7:45 P.M. 
WAZ - NBC 


Management 
COLUMBIA ARTISTS 
BUREAU 





the | 


with 100 watts. 

Colorado: S. H. Patterson, Denver, application for 
new station to be operated on 1570 ke with 1 kw dis- 
missed with prejudice, commish denying requests for 


| reinstatement and dismissal without prejudice. 


Georgia: North Georgia Broadcasting Co., Rossville, 
denied petition asking commish to reconsider and grant 
without hearing application for new station to operate 
days on 1200 ke with 100 watts. 

Michigan: Lenawee Broadcasting Co., Adrian, denied 
petition asking commish dismissal of application for 
new daytime transmitter—to be operated on 1440 ke 


| with 250 watts—and cancellation of order for the tak- 


ing of depositions in Adrian pursuant to such applica- 


| tion. 


| 
} 


! 


Nebraska: KOIL, Omaha, granted daytime increase 
from 2% to 5 kw. 

New York: WMCA, New York City, commish di- 
rected power boost to 1 kw night and day be issued in 
conformity with action of the Broadcast Division last 
September, since transmitter has complied with rules 


| regarding installation of directional antenna. 


| 





| 21% 











1oseF| CHERNIAVS KY) 






Presented by 


1847 
ROGERS BROS. 


Every Sunday 
at 4:30 p.m., EST 
COAST-TO-COAST 
Red Network - NBC 

















“BARON MUNCHAUSEN” 


JACK 
PEARL 


RALEIGH and 
KOOL CIGARETTES 


WIZ-9:30 P.M. E.S.T.— Mondays 
NBC Network 


A. & 8. 








Dir.: LYONS, Ine, 
































STARRING IN 
“THE SHOW IS ON” 


AT THE ale = 

WINTER GARDEN, NEW YORK 

Excl. Mgt. HERMAN BERNIE, 
1619 Broadway, New York 








— 


* SET FOR HEARING 


California: Anne Jay Levine, Palm Springs, new 
station to operate on 1200 ke with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days; KROW, Oakland, juice-jump from 1 to 
5 kw: KDON, Monterey Peninsula Broadcasting Co., 
Del Monte, change frequency from 1210 to 1280 ke, 
boost night power from 100 to 250 watts, day power 
from 100 watts to 1 kw. 

Massachusetts: WEEI, Boston, increase night power 
from 1 to 5 kw. 

Michigan: Ann Arbor Broadcasting Co., Inc., Ann 
Arbor, new special broadcast station to be operated 
on 1550 ke with 1 kw. 

Missouri: Fields McCarthy Co.., 
daytime station to be operated on 
watts. 

Montana: KFBB, Great Falls, change frequency from 
1280 to 950 ke and increase power from 1 kw nights, 
kw days, to 5 kw; KGHL, Northwestern Auto 
Supply Co., Inc., Billings, night power boost from 1 to 
5 kw. 

New Mexico: W. E. Whitmore, Hobbs, new station 
to be operated days on 1500 ke with 100 watts. 

New York: WBNX, New York City, increase power 
from 1 kw to 5 kw, continuing to share with WAWZ, 
Zarepath, N. J.; WSAY, Brown Radio Service and 
Laboratory, increase power and time of operation 


Poplar Bluff, new 
1310 ke with 100 


| from 100 watts daytimes only, to 100 watts nights, 250 


days, unlimited. 

Ohio: Springfield Newspapers, Inc., Springfield, new 
station to be operated daytimes on 1120 ke with 250 
watts. : 

Oklahoma: Record Publishing Co.. Okmulgee, new 
station to be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts, days 
only. 

Pennsylvania: Pottsville News & Radio Corp., Potts- 
ville, new station to be operated on 580 kc with 250 
watts, days only; Lou Poller, Scranton, new daytime 
station to be operated on 1370 ke with 250 waits. 

Rhode Island: Geraldine Alberghane, Pawtucket, 
new station to be operated on 720 kc with 1 kw, day- 
times only. 

South Carolina: WSPA, Spartanburg, change fre- 
quency from 920 to 880 kc and boost day power from 
1 to 5 kw. 

Washington: WFPY, Symons Broadcasting Co., Spo- 
kane, night power boost from 1 to 5 kw; Vancouver 
Radio Corp., Vancouver, new station to be operated on 
880 ke with 250 watts, days only. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


Luther E. Gibson, godfather of a proposed 250-watt 
daytime station to be operated on the 1320 ke ribbon 
at Vallejo, Cal., was found to be adequately heeled to 

| erect a $20,000 transmitter. Radio station at Vallejo, 
Examiner John P. Bramhall decided, would be of great 
| vajue to the agricultural and horticultural districts of 
| the near-San Francisco territory. Huge vineyards and 
| wineries need advance info on the weather in the 
| district, Bramhall pointed out, and graperies would be 
| grateful for weather reports which, at present are 
| transmitted only through distant stations, telephone 
and newspapers. f 
Gibson, prospective owner of the new transmitter, 
| is a community big-shot and publisher of two rags, 
the Vallejo Morning Times-Herald and Evening 
| Chronicle. 

KGU Gets Edge 


| Scramble between the Advertiser Publishing Co., 
| Ltd., and Fred J. Hart, both of Honolulu, as to which 
| would receive permit for a new station, was tem- 
| porarily settled when Examiner Robert L. Irwin up- 
held the arguments of the former. 

Advertising Publisher Co., whose president and gen- 
eral manager has been closely associated with another 
Honolulu transmitter, KGU, and also is publisher of 
the Honolulu Advertiser, was favored in the report 
| because of legal, technical and financial qualifications. 
Applicant, Lorrin P. Thurston, is seeking a smallie 
on 1370 ke. 

Other outfit, sponsored by Fred J. Hart, looked for 
a station on the 600 ke ribbon with 250 watts, un- 
limited. Hart, however, resides in Salinas, Calif., and 
_ already is licensee for KGMB, and KHBC, both lo- 

cated in Honolulu. He managed KQW at San Jose 
| for a period of nine years, quitting in 1934 to take over 
KGMB. Total assets of Hart total $59,708, where 
Thurston flashes $770,575. 

In handing down his conclusions, Examiner Irwin 
disapproved Hart’s apparent intentions to hand over 
control to ‘parties who are not applicants and who did 
not appear in this proceeding.’ 

Daytime smallie for Dallas, Tex., was smiled on by 





Examiner George Hill. Dallas Broadcasting Com- 
pany, a corporation with cash in the bank, asked for a 
reservation on the 1500 ke line. 
33 Texas Applicants 

Plenty of time was promised by members of the 
corporation to the Dallas Parent-Teachers Association 
and the Southern Methodist Association. But report 
showed 14 business concerns already signed up and 
that ‘many more could be had.’ Fact that 33 other 
applications are pending from the state of Texas failed 
to upset Examiner Hill’s decision that granting of the 
application would serve public interests, convenience 
and necessity. 





Herman and Harmon Leroy Stevens, father and son | 


of Port Huron, Mich., received encouraging news when 
Examiner Bramhall upheld their plea for a 250 watts 
daytime transmitter. Father Herman Leroy Stevens, 
with a seat on the New York Stock Exchange, showed 


plenty of what it takes to put in his son, Harmon 
Leroy Stevens, as partner and assistant station 
manager. 


Transmitter wil] cost considerably over $10,260, if 
deal goes through, and will be used principally to 
bring a variety of programs to the thriving population 
of the Great Lakes industrial center. Proposed pro- 
gram calls for 50% commercial and 50% sustaining. 

Bramhall found everything in order, except a pend- 
ing application for the same facilities, filed last No- 
vember by William W. Ottaway, Port Huron. 

Desires ot KHSL, Golden Empire Broadcasting Co., 


of Chico, Calif., to jump down from 1260 to 950 kilo- | 


cycles and take on an unlimited assignment instead 
of days only, were smiled on by Examiner R. H. Hyde, 
when applicants showed intentions to further serve the 
north central Sacramento Valley region. 

Accompanied by bleats from seven transmitters, 


hopes of WMAS, Springfield, Mass., to snaffle a new | 


assignment raising its power from 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days, to 1 kw and to change frequency from 


1420 to 560 kc, were. dashed by Examiner Melvin H. | 


Dalberg. 
Finding that operation of WMAS, under the 
assignment, would collide with WDEV, Waterbury, Vt., 


in the ‘late afternoon hours’ and that the ‘much larger | 
service area’ which would result for WMAS through | 


granting of the application might interfere with WFIL, 


Philadelphia, Dalberg advised the commish to nix the | 


change. 
Transmitters which registered screams with the | 
F. C. C. included WYSU-WSVR, Syracuse, N. Y.;| 


WTAG, Worcester, Mass.; WEEI, Boston; WBZA, Bos- | 


ton; and WMCA, New 


York. 


WSPA, Spartanburg, S. C., 


NEW PETITIONS 


Arkansas: KUOA, Siloam Springs, change frequency 
from 1260 kc to 620 kc, increase power from 2% to 5 
kw. 


Arizona: Earl A. Nielson, Phoenix, new station to be | 


operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts. 

California: KYOS, Merced Star Publishing Co., Inc., 
Merced, change frequency from 1280 to 1260 kc; KJBS, 
Julius Brunton and Sons, Co., San Francisco, change 
frequency from 1070 to 1080 kc; KFXM, Lee Brothers 
Broadcasting Co., San Bernardino, boost day power 
from 100 to 250 watts. 

Connecticut: WBRY, Waterbury, day boost from 1 to 


5 kw; WDRC, Hartford, special experimental author- | 


ization for booster station at New Haven, Conn., to be 
operated on 1330 kc with 250 watts, to synchronize 
with WDRC. 

Florida: WJNO, West Palm Beach, boost power from 
100 to 250 watts. 

Georgia: Athens Times, Inc., Athens, new station to 
be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days. 

Kansas: KANS, Charles C. Theis, Wichita, voluntary 
assignment of license to the KANS Broadcasting Co. 

Louisiana: WSMB, New Orleans, new station to be 
operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days. 

Maryland: WFBR, Baltimore, juice-jump from 500 
watts nights, 1 kw days, to 5 kw day and night; Frank 
M. Stearns, Salisbury, new station to be operated on 
1200 ke with 250 watts, days only. 

Massachusetts: Fall River Herald News Publishing 


Co., Fall River, new station to be operated on 1240 Ke | 


with one 1 kw. 

Mississippi: WMFN, Grenada, voluntary assignment 
of construction permit from Attala Broadcasting Corp. 
to P. K. Ewing. 

Missouri: KFEQ, St. Joseph, change hours of opera- 
tion from days to unlimited, using 2% kw. 

Nebraska: Clark Standiford and L. S. Coburn, Fre- 
mont, new station to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 
watts. 

New Jersey: Press-Union Publishing Co., Atlantic 
City, new station to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 
watts, days only. 

New York: WESG, Cornell University, Ithaca, exten- 
sion of special experimental authorization to operate 
850 ke, daylight to sunset, at New Orleans, La.: Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co., Inc., New York city, extension 
of authority to transmit recorded programs to all 
broadcast stations in Canada licensed tc operate by 
the Canadian Government, which may be heard con- 
sistently in the United States (also to transmit pro- 
grams to stations CFCF and CRCT and the Canadian 
Radio Broadcasting Commission); WJZ. New York city, 


reduce operating power of auxiliary transmitter from | 


30 kw to 25 kw. 

Oklahoma: KGFF, Shawnee, change frequency from 
1420 to 1430 kc, power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days, to 250 watts all times; WKY, Oklahoma City, 
increase night power from 1 to 5 kw. 

Pennsylvania: Philadelphia Radio Broadcasting 
Corp., Philadelphia, new special broadcast station to 
be operated on 1570 ke with 1 kw. 

Rhode Island: WEAN, Providence, day power boost 
from 1 to 5 kw. 

South Dakota: KABR, Aberdeen, increase power 
from 100 watts to 500 watts nights. 1 kw days. 

Texas: Faith Broadcasting Co., Inc., Wichita Falls, 
new station to be operated on 1380 kc with 1 kw 
nights, 5 kw days: KNEL, G. L. Burns, Brady, power 
boost from 100 to 250 watts. 


new | 


} 
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‘MAN ON STREET’ HITS 
RADIO IN CANADA 


Winnipeg, Jan. 26. 

Local lads of radio have been bad- 
ly bitten by ‘man in the street’ and 
traveling microphone idea. D. R. P, 
Coats, recently appointed publicity 
director for government owned CKY. 
Winnipeg, has been going for some 
few weeks now with a traveling 
microphone. Trots around town each 
week taking mike into unusual spots. 
last spot being the barrack rooms of 
the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer 
Reserve, this particular 
him plenty of headaches. 

CJRC, Winnipeg, is to shortly in- 
augurate a ‘man in the street’ series 
Will originate from the rotunda of 
the downtown Marlborough hotel] 
with Charley O’Brien and Neil Le 
Roy, production man for All-Canada 
Brvcadcasting System, on the mike. 
Started 





Job giving 


Series will plug the hotel. 
Jan. 23, at 7 p. m. 








COMBINATION! 








S.K. KUSHNER 
Presents 


Don 
Bestor 


Now at the 
NORMANDIE, BOSTON 
Until January 24 














LEON 


LEONARDI 


And His Warner Bros. 
KFWB Orchestra 


* 
CHASE and SANBORN Coffee Hour 
Sunday 8-9 P.M. E.S.T. NBC 


phil 
baker 


THE 
GREAT 
AMERICAN 
EDITOR 
@ GULF REFINING @ 
COMPANY 
SUNDAYS 


7:30-8 P.M., EST 
WABC 
CBS 
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THREE MARSHALLS 


SHELL CHATEAU 
9:30 P.M., EST, SAT., JAN. 30 
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SIT-DOWN LAYS OFF BANDS 








Recorders Forsee Union Rule; 
Petrillos Chi Test Balloon 
Anti-Wax Campaign’ 


Reported That 


Suggests 


Members of the New York Mu- 
sicians Union, Local 802, have been 
asked to attend a general meeting 
this Friday (29) to discuss the re- 
cording situation and decide on 
what steps they want to take with 
regard to imposing a ban similar 
to that prevailing in Chicago. One 
plaint that is expected to be aired 
involves the charge that 80% of 
the recording done in transcription 
circles in New York is restricted 
to 5% of the local’s membership. 

From American Federation of 
Musicians sources it was learned 
that the subject of recordings will 
come up at the meeting which the 
netional executive board is sched- 
uled to hold in Miami, Feb. 22. 
Indications are that the AFM will 
move to put the recording in- 
dustry under the same licensing 
arrangements which prevail for 
band bookers. In this way the 
AFM hopes to be able tu control 
the making of phonograph records, 
program libraries, commercial 
transcriptions and the discs taken 
off the air. It is understood that 
the major recording companies are 
not adverse to this licensing plan. 





With the American Federation of 
Musicians declining to pass on the 





| 


| 


protests made to it against the ac- | 


tion of James C. Petrillo, head of the | 


Chicago local, by recording com- 
panies, the impression is gaining that 
the ban on playing for discs which 
can be used for sustaining program 
purposes will become a national one 
by the end of the coming summer. 
Belief which is current among bcth 
dise makers and union musicians is 
that the restriction might be put into 
effect even before the June conven- 
tion of the AFM. It may be passed 
as an emergency measure by the 
national union’s executive board, of 
which Petrillo is a member. 

Music Publishers Protective As- 
sociation last week took official  g- 
nizance of the situation which has 
been created by Petrillo’s taboo. 
John G. Paine, MPPA chairman, de- 
clared that it was the publishers’ 
belief that the whole mechanical re- 
production situation should be rec- 
tified so that an artist before making 
a record will definitely know in what 
field the stencilling will be used, and 
thereby be in a position to make an 
intelligent contract for his services. 

As the pubs see it, the basic rea- 
son for Petrillo’s action is that the 
musicians aren't able to control the 
recordings’ sources of use. They 
make a phonograph record for what 
is presumed to be strictly home use 
and they find it being played on 
most radio stations and in thousands 
of cafes, barrooms, barbecue stands 
and whatnot. Artist, unaware of this 
situation, has made contracts which 
do not adequately remunerate him 
for his services, while the recording 
companies have by their lack of op- 
position to these extraneous uses al- 
lowed unlimited competitior with 
every orchestra in the country. 
While one station with a live studio 
orchestra is faced with a substantial 
payroll, another outlet in the same 
community is allowed to get away 
with the investment of a few dollars 
in phonograph records. 

N. Y. Back Up Chi 


It is understood that the New York 
musicians local is ready to side with 
the Chicago branch in enforcing a 
regulation against any form of disc 
making. Indications are that strong 
pressure will be brought from both 
Chicago and the New York divisions 
of the AFM to extend this prohibi- 
tion to commercial transcriptions. If 
the ban goes through as an emer- 
gency measure it will be on the 
Zround that the use of recorded 
music on the air has been rapidly 
adding recruits to the ranks of un- 
employed musicians, and that time to 
curb this situation is before it gets 
out of control completely. 

Union musicians in New York 


A 








Most Played on Air | 





To familiarize the trade with || 
the tunes most on the air 
around New York, the follew- 
ing songs were most played on 
the networks last week. Com- 
bined plrgs on WEAF, WJZ 
and WABC are computed for 
the week from Sunday through 
Saturday night, Jan. 17-23. 





*With Plenty Money and You 
When My Dreamboat Comes 
*There’s Something in the Air 
tit’s De-Lovely 

Keep Me in Your Dreams 
May I Have the Next Remance? 
*Goodnight, My Love 

Can’t Lose That Longing 
*Pennies From Heaven 

Love and Learn 

Chapel in the Moonlight 

*I’ve Got You Under My Skin 
tTNight Is Young 

Gone 

If My Heart Could Talk 

Trust in Me 

*Summer Night 

Frost on the Moon 

Gee, You’re Swell 

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star 
Love You from Coast to Coast 
Tea on the Terrace 

*One in a Million 

*This Year’s Kisses 





Timber 

*Indicates filmusical seng. 
tIindicates stage production 
song. The others are pops. 














Irving Mills Suing 
Peer and Fishman 
Over Carlos Molina 





Ralph S. Peer, president of the 
Radio Orchestra Corp., and Edward 
Fishman, business agent, were or- 
dered yesterday (Tuesday), by N. Y. 
Supreme Court Judge Lydon, to ap- 
pear Feb. 3 for examination before 
trial of the suit filed against them 
by Mills Artists, Inc. 

Irving Mills, head of the plaintiff 
corporation, claims the defendants 
violated the Civil Practice Act by 
inducing Carlos Molina, orch leader, 
to break his contract with the Mills 
corporation. Plaintiff seeks $100,000 
damages from each defendant. 


Buckner’s Bad Condition 


Charles J. Buckner, band salesman 
and Dallas, Tex., branch office man- 
ager for Consolidated Radio Artists, 
was taken from Polyclinic hospital, 
N. Y., this week and removed to 
Bellevue hospital suffering from a 
clot on his brain that caused his 
mental collapse. 

Buckner was first stricken with 
pneumonia and taken to Polyclinic, 
where he burst a blood vessel while 
undergoing treatment for the lobar 
disease. His wife rushed to N. Y. 
from her home in Texas. He is re- 
ported very critical. 








from the international body before 
exercising the ban on recordings. It 
is recalwled that it was Petrillo who 
took the initiative in forcing the 
networks out of the band booking 
business and that the AFM backed 
him up by making the restriction 
apply not only to the webs nation- 
ally but to every station in the 
country. 

Meanwhile counsel for the record- 
ing companies are watching the sit- 
uation closely and trying to deter- 
mine what if any action can be 
brought to enjoin the union, RCA 
Victor's protest to AFM headquarters 
was referred last week to Petrillo 
direct, with the national body hold- 
ing that it was sirietly a local mat- 


point out that Petrillo must have |ter and that these was nothing it 
been sure of a sympathetic response | would de about 


| 
| 


| 
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AUTO DATES 
CET THE STALL 


} 
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Around| 
$150,000 in Special Or- 
chestra Engagements 
Chilled as Capitol-Labor 
Square Off in Michigan 





EXCEPTIONS 


Chicago, Jan. 26. 
Every day it becomes more clear 


how closely knit are the various 
business enterprises in this country. 
And the most peculiar example of 


the strange ramifications of big busi- | 


| ness is seen in the effect of the Gen- | 


eral 


| 


| 
| 


Motors sirike. Some machine | 
operators in an auto factory go into | 
a sit-down strike and musicians 


throushout the country lose employ- 
ment because of it. 

Recause of the General Motors 
jam-up the CM deal for $150,000 | 
worth of band and vocal talent for | 
their auto shows has been completely 
stalled. Only one date on list of 24 


| auto shows which were to have been 


booked through the Music Corpora- | 
tion of America will go through on | 


° . . [ae 
| schedule: the one starting in Miami | 


| 
| 
| 


|on Feb. 1. 








i 





This show will have the 
Jan Garber orchestra and Morton 
Downey. 

Rest of the shows have been in- 
definitely postponed for the time 
being, and there is plenty of possi- 
bility that they will be cancelled en- 
tirely. It isn’t that General Motors 
isn’t ready and willing to go through 
with the MCA deal, 


| 
| 


front of the public. 

GM mix-up also affects Morton 
Downey, who had some eight weeks 
of GM auto shows lined up for a 
tour through the southern territory. 


TRADE CODE 
OBJECT OF 
PAINE 


John G. Paine, chairman of the 
Music Publishers Protective Associ- 
ation, will go to Washington within 
the next three days to arrange the 
final details for general trade con- 
ference of the popular and standard 
music publishing industries. Present 
plans are to have the meeting held 
in New York, with the objective be- 
ing the devising of a code of fair 
trade practices along the lines of the 
NRA. This code would come under 
the authority of the Federal Trade 








but there’s a | 
scarcity of new models to parade in | 


a 





Spitzer, Schirmer, Santly Named 


Committee to Seek a ‘Scientific 
Compuiation on Availability 





Point-Holders 


Following is the availability 
rating of a number of firms in 
the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers: 


Publisher Points 
Harms, Inc. ....... . 600 
Irving Berlin, Inc. ... 500 


A. P. C. Music Co. (Berlin 
SR ic 5 So ks <a eden 100 

Car] Fischer, Ince. 500 

G. Schirmer, Inc. . 500 


Robbins Music Corp. ...... 475 
Shapiro, Bernstein ........ 450 
R20 Pe, IDS. ... .cccccees 425 
ip RES eee ee 425 


M. Witmark & Sons, Inc... 425 


WEiiS BEUSIC, ING... ovis vess 400 
Chappell ....... Weer 
Crawford Music Co. ...... 375 
Donaldson, Douglas & 
pees Oe 225 
Te By wees. CS ches cnc 200 


Ager, Yellen & Bornstein., 175 


Boston Music Co. ......... . 150 
Re OE -shinisasseabucesers 60 
Te ge 7 a ee ee 50 
Joe Morris ..... —. 


New World (Gershwin) ... 30 
Words & Music 
SEU 55 vas uta'sests dod eaeae yee 


Radio Salutes Berlin 
On 30th Anniversary 
As a Pop Songwriter 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Irving Berlin’s 30th anniversary as 
'a songwriter will be celebrated Feb. 
5 with a cavaleade of his music on 
Hollywood Hotel. Producer Bill 
Bacher will devote the show’s full 
hour to songs commemorating each 
milestone in the tunesmith’s career 
dating from ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band.’ 

Broadcast will be climaxed with 
Berlin’s latest musicalized picture, 
‘On the Avenue,’ with numbers from 
that film to be sung by Dick Powell. 
making his first guest appearance on 
the show since he departed as emcee. 
Old timers identified with the period 
of Berlin’s song hits also will |} 
spotted in the guest section. 

Last year, the 25th anniversary of 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ was also 
made a general show by celebration. 














All German Musicians 
Must Be Up in Anthem 


Berlin, Jan. 17. 

Leader of the People’s Music in the 
Reich Music Chamber has issued a 
decree that every musical group in 
Germany playing in public must be 
up on the German National anthem 
and the Horst-Wessel song. Those 
not complying with this demand 
leave themselves liable to prosecu- 





Commission. 

Invitation to come to Washington 
on the conference plans mission was 
extended last week by Judge J. R.} 
McCorkle, who has charge of the fair 
trade agreements in the FTC. Paine) 
has been negotiating for the general | 
conference for almost nine months. 





Disc Biz Gets Worse 
In South American Cap 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 15. 

Record business done here has 
fallen off to such a degree that local 
Odeon office has taken to selling ra- 
dios, refrigerators, etc., as an eco- 
nomic measure to make both ends 
meet. 

Dise peddlers made a deal with 
Borg-Warner of Detroit to repre- 
sent them and sell Norge electrical! 
products. Same stunt was started 
last year in London to stall off the 
wolf. 

Salesmen, beefing about their cur- 
tailed incomes, brought, pressure 
from within to expand their selling 
activities, which resulted in the 


tion in accordance with para. 10 of 


| the Reich’s Culture Chamber by- 


laws. 
What could be more annoying 


| than the revelation at a recent dem- 


onstration of the Winter Helpers’ or- 
ganization that a group of accordeon- 
ists was called upon for the German 
National anthem—and found want- 
ing. Embarrassing moment—num- 
ber 10. 


Feld Vice Roth, KMOX 


St. Louis, Jan. 26. 

Al Roth, for past two years musi- 
cal director at CBS’s St. Louis out- 
let, KMOX, resigned to go to New 
York. After trying out scores of 
band leaders from all over country 
CBS execs. chose Ben Feld, a St. 
Louisan, as Roth’s suceessor. Feld, a 
violinist and band leader for past 
10. years, 
Louis Symphony Ork and late Gene 
Rodemich’s band before heading his 











change to an all-around emporium. 


own band at Hollywood, Fla. 


was formerly with St. | 


Feld takes over new duties Feb. 1. | 


Dissatisfaction over the allocation 
of availability points 
months has been agitating a goodly 

| postion of the publisher membership 
of the American Society of Com- 
pcsers, Authors and Publishers was 

| be mporarily silenced iast week. At 
a general meeting of tnis member- 

| ship three publishers were appointed 
t>? work eut a mathematical formula 
fr measuring the availability rating, 
or catalog value, of the various firms 
in the Society. 

While a truce was reached on the 
general ASCAP front, the publisher 
coierie on tne ASCA® directorate 
tt:1ed to the organization’s general 
coursel for aid in solving the head- 
ache which the demands of the War 


which for 


ner Bros. publishing group on the 
same issue of availability had 
created. After two days of lengthy 
|hearings, the publisher directors 


voted to have Warners’ lawyer on 
|music, A. M. Wattenberg, confer 
|with ASCAP counsel, Frohlich & 
| Schwartz. on the contents of the 
| brief which the former had presented 
|/in support of his client’s case. This 
| brief, which caused much jitteri- 
ness among several members of the 
board, disclosed the total number 
of uses made of various catalogs 
|over a period of years. It was the 
first mathematical setup of its kind 
and, because of the increased agita- 
tion it misht provoke among the 
lower ranking publishers if the con- 
tents got out, ASCAP resident 
| Gene Buck ordered all copies of the 
| brief kept under lock and key in the 
| S.ciety’s files. 
Warner Contentions 


In presenting its case WB charged 
that the ratings given its ‘rns, 
which include Harms, Inc., T. B. 
|'Harms Co., Remick, Witmark and New 
World, were widely out of line with 
the value of their catalogs to the So- 
ciety. As proof of this contention 
Warner statistically comnare:l the 
uses made of these catalogs with the 
performances obtained by other pub- 
lishers. The WB data indicated that 
some firms were rated away beyond 
their actual value to the Scciety 
while others, not in the WB group, 
were being unfairly treated. Warner 
publishing feels that lots of good for 
the general membership should come 
out of this data, since it proves the 
present method of determining avail- 
ability standing is anything but 
equitable and that something must 
be done to rectify this situation. 

Meeting of «he general publisher 
membership, which was held in the 
Astor Wednesday (20) developed at 
the outset into a snarp attack on the 


work of the Society’s availab'lity 
committee in apvortioning points. 


One of the attending publishers as- 
serted that 84% of the available 
points in connection with availabil- 
ity allocations was concentrated 
among 13 publishing firms. 

When it came to a vote on whether 
to return to the old system of div- 
vying among ASCAP royalties the 
attendance voted almost unanimous- 
ly in the negative. Prepondersnce 
of opinion was that the new method, 
which pays off on the basis of ner- 
formance, senioritv and availahility, 
should be retained but that a scien- 
tific method he found for determin- 
ing availahilitv ratings. 


8-S-S Committee 


Committee appointed to the task 
of devising a formula for measuring 
catalez values consists of Henry 
Spitzer, chairman, Gustav Schirmer 
and Lester Santly. Thev wil] make 
a survey of all availability methods 
already pronosed bv individual nuwh- 
lishers and submit their findinec -nd 
recommendations to the pwhlicher 
section of the ASCAP hnard. Fal- 
lowing his desienation. Snitzer de- 
|clared that the committee nranosed 
ito hold a number of lenethy m--‘*. 
ings each and he her-d 
throuch this intensive activity ta he 
in a nosition to nrecent emt ne 
ond workahle writ*'n four 
or five weeks. 
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Latter angle does away with the old 











the basis of prompt payment of bills. | 








A Lot of Kate Smiths 
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44 VARIETY Wedne day, January 2 27, 1937 
i —_— : z= Se — ee — ———— 
| | Music Not 
3 ’ 
Here and There | Esty Agency's Gesture NC TRO 
| | i c 
Pea we Cee ere a William Esty agency, which 5 oe s s 
' gave: tis emgiidene = holiday Sam Serwer, sales and exploitation ; pubs. ‘Harlem in the Jungles’ taken 
bee (Continued from page 40) ; leans, given a screen test last week. bonus consisting of one month’s director for Harms, Inc., left Monday | by Will Rossiter, Chicago; ‘When Oid 
{ pacity for some months, has been i salary, is now giving a second (25) on a four or five-week trade King Cole Married Mother Go 2, 
given a program of her own. The| William F. Moore, chief engineer|| pjum, contacting tour. He is training direct | sold to Mills Music, and ‘Ridin’ the 
{ period is for women and covers the of WBNX, Springfield, Vt.. working Firm is paying all Social Se- to Los Angeles. After swinging | Reds’ and ‘Cannibal King Can Swing’ 
; e : Oy 2 ° y N ‘ ac. | A = = m ‘ . | 
; entire field of foods, styles, etc. Miss ra a 1 5 cian for WJTN, Jame: curity expenses for its hirelings. || ear pes peep 9 a vege A | to Clarence Williams. 
McCorquodale came to WSOC frorn | Own, N. *- | Wik return by way o rece Veet : ; . 
| wDAt Tampa |} ing Kansas City, St. Louis, Detroit, | Marion Suashine and Eliseo 
‘ y Red Barber, sportscaster for Cros- , Sponsor is Morton’s Clothing and) Cleveland and other midwest keys. a yoy on a new tune 
' Ue aeaegeens -ay | ley’s WLW and WSAI, is filling in | Jewelry. |‘Havana’s Calling Me, to be pub- 
Wallen Players, drama pow the winter lull by turning director: ——- Don Ferdi, formerly Angelo Fer- | lished by Marks. 
; NDAS, Philadelphia, are preparing -° : aaee> | : » : eS eh - 2 1g ie PPR 
f V ' i anette:  Talevie for several shows on both stations. | Norman Farrell added as sales- |dinando, and orchestra have switched —- 
§ rye with Farns egpadoon ‘ 5 ptt ak oe | man to the staff of Weed & Co., sta- | from Cocoanut Grove, Bridgeport, to Harry Paul appointed New Eng- 
as oe tte Se ae ee Alan Fort, formerly with WGPC, | tion reps, in New York. Newcomer)same city’s Hotel Stratfield, with | land rep. for Irving Berlin. Paul was 
ew Albany. Ga.. has joined the a yu previously was in the magazine field. | skedded feeds by WICC to NBC-Blue |formerly personal rep _ fo R 
he W ing staff at WATL, Atlanta. ffiliates Vallee. 
Art Gillham, ‘the fhispering ? Charlie Borrelli, Philly song scrib- 
‘ Pianist,’ has located in Atlanta to : : bler and Italian announcer, launch- ; 
: ~ a in a ‘ ie ec: : Bill McCain, new newscaster at) | ic <} en “ y: , WDAS Harry Bernie has replaced Merrill Lew Conrad will remain at Cocoa- 
| wen 2 plane sues WBRC. Birmingham, replacing Mel ~ae ong Shop show ove! “| Schwarz as branch manager for |nut Grove, Boston, for balance of 
i a vin Is1 we Harms, Inc., in the Cleveland terri- |season. Contract just renewed 
Anthony Patorno, radio actor and ‘Chuck’ Myers of KOIN and Arth tory. 
producer of the ‘Angel Face.’ adven- Bill Bivens, head mike~ an . ov a hs Tae pn ae - 
ture programs over WWL, New Or-/| wFBC, Greenville, S. C., has re- ; pang Si eee ONS ee Sees Louis Bernstein, head of Shapir 
; reg a agg aa ; ~ | off on an extended motor trip down sateen . » head Of onapiro, a 
: - ae vived his ‘Kup O’Koffee Club’ at 7| the west coast. Bernstein & Co., had a minor opera- 
} i each morning. Ge | tion performed on himself in a New 
‘ a Louise Fitch, femme lead on the York hospital last Friday (22). He , 
i Graham Gladwyn, formerly with| Wrigley ‘Mortimer Gooch’ show, has | “25 back at his desk Monday. I’LL SING YoU A 
ii 4 WTIC, later with the Hammer Ad-/| also nabbed new role in the Chicago ™ tae, THOUS SAND = SONGS 
GAZING AT A BLAZING vertising, now with the Yankee Net-| ‘Mary Marlin’ program. | , Johm Mercer and Richard A. Whit- 
: FIRE | work. tie sale |} ing are writing six tunes for Rudy | A New, Senctibe Hit! 
seis a Peggy Wall added to the House- Vallee’s Warner starrer, ‘Varsity GEE! BUT YOU'RE SWELL 
LONESOME GUITAR Walter Haase, production manager | hold Finance, ‘Welcome Valley’ show Show. * 
IT’S STILL of WDRC, Hartford, visiting in Flor-| by Henry Klein of the Chicago oom ‘Gaumanunn edhe Lt lal 
3 < : ‘lar ~ | i osmopolita oductio 
BEING DONE ida. BBD&O office. | Clarence A, Stout, vet songsmith, | §) ’ all aa at 
: os io ' peo a ee | has set three new songs with as many | THE LIT 7us BOK _ 
4 YOU'RE JUST A Bt ii lat ane a s : ; 1} THAT LOVE BUILT 
. LITTLE DIFFERENT ' i alo, commercial manager 0 N p Pr 
; ' pac ton sd : WDRC, having completed his home | cw ISC OVISO | Showmanshi | YOUR EYES HAVE 
4 NIGHT Hf | in Madison, Conn., commutes more Pp TOLD ME SO 
: : ——_. NW | than 80 miles daily between his resi-| Revised standard c “ac . . — 
‘ a evised standard contract for the 
‘ OH, ae py YOU WM | dence and the station. manufacture of phonograph records (Continued from page 38) SUMMER NIGHT 
i S , : ~—-- | will be made available by the Music —_—_—_— 
"i N IN YOUR EMBRACE A WFIL, Philly, add 5 Ed Scatterday, pa ae _—— SE mony rrmomyg Lorraine Pankow, as Juliet. Also in REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
A scsibeiniaios: . rie , rit the next week. New form is} cast are David Day. Radcliffe Hall , 
‘ | formerly of WCAE, Pittsburgh, to | W1t01n 7 vee: in ) IS | cast ¢ ay, Radcliffe Hall, 1260 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. ¥. | 
nN RUMBAS i | engineering post, and Newton Ror- | an th oe eS pe ni LAR Homer Sibley, Malcolm Barney, CHARLIE WARREN, Prof. Mer. 
: a SPIC AND SPANISH My 5} i Pepe yt at a ; | Kee, the 1 A's general counsel, for | Robert McIntyre, Paul Harris, Clif-| §| 
i Ni XN} | baugh, formerly program director of a final 0.0 a Ss on ovina bs me. 
: 4 4 | WIBG, Philly, to continuity spot. Under the rev: 1 agreeme he | chaw ern - hy Ti aac aie rita _— __ _____— = 
: | MY SOMBRERO Y nder the revamped agreement the| Shaw, Ethel Hinton and Fred| 
: A A a | recorders will be obligated to pay on | Dampier. 
; J ; 5 q Basketball games will be aired | all records manufactured, with the| Julie ras formerly A 7 3 
: ) rchestrations 50c each { ; abel pace Juliet was formerly Aunt Lil in 
| A — ee ae tat hes iS starting this week over WJBK, De-| ahd sold’ clause eliminated, while | CBS’ ‘Bobby Benson.’ 
| vf ’ : : Dn troit w,ith Nagler at the mike. discounts will be made strictly on} 
; I fn fn 


RADIO CITY, N.Y. 


Carl Hagman has joined the com- |} 





mercial staff of WNBR. Previously 
with KTSA, San Antonio and WIND, 














10% 


. 
breakage privilege. Buffalo. | 


Bit of showmanship displayed by 


| WG +R in connection with the nomi- 


: 

f i Geary, Ina Buffalo’s Swing Spot nation of H. Katherine Smith, blind | 
ah at a , ‘ columnist of the Buffalo Courier- 
ea IETON ; : , naa Buffalo, Jan. oe Express, for this week’s Kate Smith 
hy Top | Winder R. Harris, WTAR, Nor- | Bill Toplan is installing a WGR- | heroism award. | 

Bld GC, | folk spieler for D. Pender and Nat'l | WKBW remote in the Silver Grill, | Immediately following the Kate 

: a) Sf | Bank of Commerce, back on ether | hoping to popularize spot as a Buf-| Smith hour Thursday (21) in which 
3 | after more layup due to bad leg. falo Onyx club or Hickory House: | the nominatidén was made, WGR had 
‘. $ | ° 

| 
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; CURRENT FAVORITES ES ns Silver Grill alumnus is Stuff Smith | Miss x eon ae ge ee BA a, 
: OF THE HEADLINERS Frank Barton, N. W. Ayer sec and| Who first popularized ‘T’se A-muggin’ | interviewe DY . . artin 
‘YOU DO THE DARN’DEST spot time buyer, is an amateur} “— - era | Courler-Express Sunday Bay son the 
ger . oplan now has rs. Louis rm- : 7 
— i PP fronting Peanuts Holland’s story of Kate Smith being nominated 
THINGS BABY’ , a 2 : Po a glieeonge a HES nae by Kate Smith was written by Kate 
’ First Federal Savings & Loan Assn. o> —— Tonlan B1V — the place Smith. Real tag of Joyce Raleigh, 
ye of Columbus has Dr. Roy Burk-|@ Play 5U oplan expects a wire| Times radio editor, is Kathryn | 
i| “UNDER YOUR SPELL’ | hast pastor of Community Church, | to bring in the non-pros, Smith, 
Hid! : “a on air five days a week as ‘The| , 
i { i | “Your Slightly Terrific Family Counselor,’ over WBNS. a Sa eS ee oe eee ee ee 
4 “It's Love I’m After” e a 
5 Hf “The Balboa” Rose Kay handling a society and Inside Stuff—Radio 
y i woman’s column on WHKC, Colum- 
. bus. R. F. Borland of Cleveland has 
[: | 4a MOVIETONE joined the business staff as ac- + on a 
ie : countant. ontinuec rom 
\j MUSIC CORPORATION son of publisher, dropped in at studios for an o.o. Lad is in Baltimore 
(a SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO., Sole Agents Lanse McCurley, Daily News! working for- papa’s News-Post, getting baptized in newspaper work by 
ia 1250 SIXTH AVENUE sports ed, set for nightly sports| running a police beat on burg’s southside. One afternoon last week he 
\ i nee NEW YORK. broadcasts over WDAS, Philadelphia. | slipped up to WBAL and announced name to receptionist, saying he’d_ like 
EE to give the joint the glim. When receptionist had youth repeat his label 
aE ag i oo an Fe and made sure name was Hearst, she almost swooned. 
iat a — 2 When she got herself together and had him announced, the word wig- 
hie ‘| gled out to all employees, and when station officials were walking the boy 
Lee IRVING BERLIN’S GREATEST SCORE around the premises and intro’ing him, there was a hushed, reverent air 
| | pervading entire layout. It was first time anyone with that magic name 
aM ‘ON THE AVENUE’’ [epee 








Phileco Radio & Television Corp. has begun publication of a weekly 























(20th Century-Fox Release) | house paper, called Philco World. Of interest particularly because it’s | 
. | written, edited and printed strictly along lines of metropolitan dailies, 
4 | Staff is composed of former newspaper men, several of whom are em- 
THIS YEAR Ss KISSES | ployed in company’s publicity department. 
, * | What makes publication unique among house organs is that it shuns 
| a | puffs for company execs and employees, sticking strictly to straight news 
r YoU RE LAUGHING AT ME of interest to Philco workers. Staff has regular city desk, reporters and a 
F * | photographer. Sheet is made up by regular Philco World makeup editor 
i j ; PVE fete & MY LOVE and is printéd by Philadelphia Daily News in tabloid form. Published 
Tuesdays with claimed circulation of 22,700 copies distributed free. 
TO KEEP ME WARM . 
iitg + | Networks were in a frenzy Inauguration Day (20) dishing up novel 
meray , | broadcasts of the rain-soaked ceremonies but the screwiest program idea | 
ei) | Pe THE GIRL ON | never was carried out 
a Cracking under the strain of airing descriptions of proceedings from 
Rat ' THE POLICE C7. V4 oy i yD | manholes, gun caissons and a dozen intermediate pick-up points, Abe 
i \ | Schecter, NBC special events manager, was on the verge of giving dial- 
an of | twisters a real novelty. During the height of excitement, Schecter screamed 
it Hi | SLUMMING ON “PARK AVENUE | . a command to a eontrol operator for ‘two more minutes of silent music.’ 
| He. 4 | De Pauw University (NBC) centennial program led to discovery of most 
4 } | : . : 
: # 9 AIN T GOT RHYTHM | rabid radio fan for 1937. Wilbur Pelham, New Harmony (Ind.) and De 
2 4 : | Pauw grad of 1912 wanted to hear his school’s broadcast, but a sleet storm 
i ae 3 CURRENT POPULAR HITS | which cut off the power lines made his regular receiver of no value. That 
H if I Love You From Coast to Coast | didn’t daunt Pelham, who is an electrical engineer. He went to work and 
; a a + | built a battery set, completing it in time to hear last 15 minutes of pro- 
‘te | gram, which ran half-hour. | 
9 
if ii There $s avis on the Moon F | Story vouched for by school officials. 
ip * ar ay gy Le ynay "ia 
hg a 9 ° | Radio played a big part in getting salary boosts for rural school teachers 
Fy ib ’ There sa Silver Moon on the OF) (2 1 OFT co | of Saskatchewan recently. Radio addresses by teachers yelping about get- 
a i‘ ting less than $400 a year and of resulting ill-health brought such response 
gg. Trai te BERLIN, Tile | that provincial government boosted school grants and established a sort of |] 
z s minimum for teachers at $600 pe 
D) | 
roe ji- 799 Serer Ave.. N. Y. C. HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mar. Asher Sizemore on WSM., Nashville, is a distant cousin, not a brother. | 
Ait ine tse: -- - Sm of Gordon Sizemore on WHAS, Louisville, the former points out. Both | 


are Going a hillbilly radio turn using a child as feeder. 
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Songs wee the Millions 


“ONE IN A MILLION” & 


“WHO’S AFRAID 
OF LOVE?” 
“THE MOONLIT 
WALTZ” 
“WE’RE BACK IN 
CIRCULATION AGAIN” 


Featured in the 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox Picture— ‘One 
in a Million” 















sy ine 


HOLLYWOOD SONGS 


RCA BUILDING -RADIO CITY-NEW YORK.NY 
PHIL KORNHEVER, Gen. Mar. 


Nee ee 











THE BALLAD 
SENSATION 


THE 
WORLD 
IS MINE 


(TONIGHT) 


NOW THRILLING 
THE WORLD 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BUILOING (RADIO CITY 


PUBLICAT | 


MR. GHOST GOES 
TO TOWN 





ORGAN GRINDER’S 
SWING 


IN A 


SENTIMENTAL MOOD 





"4 


SOLITUDE 


EXCLUSIVE 
1619 BROADW 





UBLICATIONS | 


NEW YORK “NY. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 














Emil Coleman, leader at the Iridium Room of the Hotel St. Regis, N. Y 
30, both for the Iridium Room clientele and the radio audience. Coleman 


Rose “of Texas,’ “Home on the Range,’ ‘Anchors Aweigh’ and the Fire 
Music from Wagner’s ‘Die Walkure.’ The President's selections indicate 
a taste for martial music, though ‘Home on the Range’ has a nostalgic 
flavor. Last year, when the same query was put to the White House, 
‘Home on the Range’ was his top favorite. 
Rose’ and ‘Halls of Montezuma.’ 





Arthur Schwartz, composer of ‘That Girl From Paris’ (RKO), credits | 
Jimmy Dorsey for improvising that swing version of the ‘Blue Danube | 


Waltz’ which Lily Pons does in the picture. Originally Schwartz and 
Edward Heyman, his lyricist, were to write something for similar treat- 
ment until the quite accidental swingo of Strauss came about. 

By coincidence, Gladys Swarthout’s forthcoming ‘Champagne Waltz’ 


(Par) is said to have a similar hoke version of the Johann Strauss classic. | 





‘When the Poppies Bloom,’ tune which Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. took 
over from Irwin Dash Music Co., Ltd., has already sold 350,000 copies. 
Dash thinks it’s a cinch for 400,000 copies and may even do half a million. 
In return for ‘Poppies’ Shapiro-Bernstein gave Dash the English rights to 
‘In the Chapel in the Moonlight.’ 





A man identifying himself as Phillip Murray, 3l-year-old musician and 
native of Mobile, Ala., was arrested in a Glens Falls, N. Y., rooming house 
and committed to Washington County jail at Lake George on a charge of 
impersonating a Federal officer at Great Barrington, Mass, June 19, 1935. 





Leonard Jay Freeman has sold song rights of novelty ‘Sing-A-Gram and 
Smile’ idea to Mills Music, Inc. Freeman may go on the road with his 
novelty idea; visiting radio stations in all sections of the country. 


Jack Kapp Goes West 17,000 MUSICIANS ON WPA 


Harry Hopkins Tells Congress eof 
Jack Kapp, Decca Records presi- Relief in Profession 
dent, en route to Hollywood for @ a6 es 
fortnight’s recording record trip. 


Bing Crosby is finishing up ‘Waikiki| , 
w feat 4s" 7 P; ; d a al , aided by the Works Program during 
ecding 50F rar -an ese, alON& | 1936, while audiences estimated to 


with other exclusive Decca artists,! exceed 50,000,000 have been enter- 
are to be waxed. tained by government sponsored 
- singers and instrumentalists, accord- 


\? ing to estimates given Congress 
Pollock’s Cafe Tunes 


Monday (25). 
With 13,000 musicians and music 
Hollywood, Jan. 26. | teachers on the rolls last March, the 
Lew Pollock planes east Jan. 29| Federal Music Project has helped 
for a conference with operators of.| out a large number of persons and 
the French Casino, N. Y. given them a ‘measure of economic 
There’s a deal in the making for | rehabilitation,’ Administrator Harry 


Pollock to concoct special music | Hopkins reported. The payroll Jan. 
show for the double-decked nitery. 1 contained 14,109 musicians’ names. 











Washington, Jan. 26. 
More than 17,000 musicians were 











-} 


wrote to President Roosevelt again this year, requesting his favorite | 


tunes so that he could play them in tribute to FDR on his birthday, Jan. | 





Mills Renews Smith | 


Jack Mills has obtained the copy- | 
right renewal rights to a group of | 
the tunes which Chris Smith, who | 
was among the tops in his genre a | 
score years ago, wrote with others. | 
js on the air over the NBC Blue network Saturday at 11:05 p. m. Stephen | Mills acquisitions, and their collab- | 
amid Bag acer to the President, replied his favorite songs are ‘Yellow | orators, include ‘You're in the Right | 


| 
;Church But the Wrong Pew’ (Cecil 


(Silvo Hein, Mack) and ‘All In Down 
| and Out’ (R. C. McPherson, B. John- 
son), 

Mills has also taken over a new 
|one by Smith for publication. It’s ‘I’m 
| Mad at You for What You’ve Done 
\to Me,’ with words by Walter Hil- 


lard. 
} 


MUZAK CHIDED 


| 
| 





_ BY NEW YORK 
— LOCAL 


| 
| 





which caters to hotels, restaurants 
and barrooms, got itself jammed 
with the New York Musicians Union 
last week as the result of the for- 
mer’s hookup with the ice skating 
rink in Rockefeller Center. The 
local demanded that Muzak with- 
draw its service from the rink and 
also insisted that the same thing be 
done in the case of the Victoria 
hotel. 

Understood that there had been an 
agreement between Muzak and the 
union in which the former had 
pledged itself not to-go into any spot 
where musicians were employed or 
had a chance of being employed. 





and bar, 
tables. 


playing to 


| 
| Mack), ‘Down Among the Sugar | 
|Cane’ (Mack), ‘He’s a Cousin of Mine’ | 
He also liked ‘My Wild Irish | 


Muzak, Inc., wired radio service | 


Victoria, claimed the union, had 
been using three musicians who, 
with a singer, were engaged in mak- 
ing the rounds of the dining room 
individual 











VARIETY 45 
Last Week’s 25 Best Sellers 
[The trade will be interested in comparing the selling relativity to 
the most-played-on-the-air tabulations, shown elsewhere in this 
department. Song title and publisher of the best selling 25 are 
included; only the title of the song is recorded in the air plugs.] 
Chapel in the Moonlight. .....ccccscsccrcceces ee Shapiro 
*Pennies From Heaven ......ce- pbk6 ss 0S 6606005 0405 TOIOCS 
*Goodnight My Love .........--eecee ceeeccibnss cde +s Ree 
When My Dreamboat Comes Home.......++0e+ee+++. Witmark 
*With Plenty Money and You........ eececosesessene. Harms 
*One, Two, Button Your Shoe...... esesccese seadecs (eas 
*Rainbow on the River ......... errr; Tre eriri rr sincere 
TERME ES ROWE 2 oociccccscteeendens ipeageted eaneues Words & Music 
ORG BOOED 6 cegc ce cic cine oo sd eeesabsgbesseeceseeee nt Chappell 
‘There’s Something im the Air. .ccccccccsccccsccscess Robbins 
‘ve Got You Under My Skin. ccscscccscccccesec ess Chappell 
Serenade ins the Wiss... cc ccvsssocsivevesccecseeee: Mills 
SAE .vka fa 6e kes de Siete HERA eONeSeN OOK RRsRN< Shapiro 
mt in a Dercin BRO0G ..6.c6060bewei ons F606 00600080 Crawford 
LOSS GOW Cle TORS . coerce c tb ctiévéeneseeerveeve: Robbins 
ORE 1G Og votes ccc vn. c00 eb bacehbbe en cee easednees Ager 
someone to Care For Me. .cccosctsisasveneccecncsten Feist 
"One in a Million ....ncccccccccccessenesévoscesedes Hollywood 
METS VOAT'S FRISSED  . oc.cc 60cs0n ches tbeeeseebeckscnears Berlin 
Pumer WA oan ccc ck cccecicntddsasda na} Maen aes Remick 
“Moonlight and Shadows .cccccsccocsvecescccves oes. Famous 
"Woes Alvais Of LGVEG: .. .. i cccevsciannan reer ery Teer Hollywood 
*I’ve Love to Keep Me Warm.....cccccecces eccocece: Berlin 
"One Never Knows Dees One? ...isisaccs oocesnsacs: Robbins 
CE WN CG ois iN ib da vo did SO eee eheeaeeesnseeeeens Chappell 
* Indicates filmusical song. + Indicates stage production song. The 
others are pops. 








| Geo. Simon Buys Pub. Co.| MCA Orchestras Walk 


George Simon last week bought 


| the Lincoln Music Co. outright from 

Joe Davis. Latter has another pub- 

lishing firm under his own name. 
Simon has been general manager 


for Select Music, sales manager of 
Harms, Inc., and _. before that 
mechanical manager for Irving 
Berlin, Inc. 





Pendarvis in Frisco 
San Francisco, Jan. 26. 


| Paul Pendarvis opens in Rose 
{Room Bowl of the Palace Hotel, 
| Frisco, Feb. 4. Lois Clark, warbler, 





| and King Harvey, electrical guitarist, 
Pendarvis has been 
| given a screen contract by Warner 


are additions. 


| Bros. 





’ film work. 





His contract with the Palace Hotel 
is such that he will be on call for 





Jack Denny and Maurice Spitalny 
orchestras left the Music Corp. of 
America this week to join Consoli- 
dated Radio Artists. 

Gus Edwards’ Kennaway, Inc., 
has been completely taken over by 
CRA. Irving Mills’ Mills Artists, 
while not out of the band picture, 
was relieved of all but three of its 
attractions. Mills retained Ina Ray 
Hutton, Cab Calloway and Duke 
Ellington, 





Meyer Pitching Yodelers 
Hollywood, Jan. 26, 


Abe Meyer will supervise music 
on next Jed Buell western, ‘Song of 
the Prairie,’ featuring Fred Scott. 

Meyer has also been authorized by 
Buell to negotiate several original 
western tunes for Scott to warble. 








INC., exclusively. 





ization guarantee our clients the utmost in service. 
certain that the fine relations enjoyed in the past between 
MILLS ARTISTS, INC.,and the bookers of the country will be 
even further cemented under this new policy. 

We believe that this is a great stride forward to 


| BETTER BAND BOOKING 


W: are happy to announce that, effective immediately, 
all orchestras under the management of MILLS ARTISTS, INC., 
will hereafter be booked for dance engagements, including 
hotels, cafes and ballrooms by CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, 





The coast-to-coast facilities of the CONSOLIDATED organ- 
We are 






IRVING MILLS 
President 


Mills Artists, Ine, 
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Hotel Mors. Chisel In On Bands? 


That’s What Musicians’ Union Hears and 








Investigation is being made by the 
New York musicians’ union of the 
practice by a couple New York hotel 
managers of cutting themselves in on 
the future earnings of the bands 
which play their spots, These man- 
agers take the position that jt is thei 


hotels which make the. bands. and 
that such connections- entitle them 
to participation in the orchestras’ in- 
come for at least a year after. the 


latter vamoose. Cuts stipulated by 
the hotel men in eithey case is 5 
Union’s inquiry so-far has dis- } 
closed that the managers are noi 
personally profiting: from the § ar- 
rangement. They use it to save on} 


the hotels’ own music costs: As the 
union sees it, the managers couid 
in time be collecting enough in out- 


side commissions to more’ than cover | 


the expense of the band currently 
yo hand. 





Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur 
Freed have turned in a new 
‘Follow in My Footsteps,’ which will 
be used in Metro’s ‘Broadway Mel- 
ody of 1937.’ 


song, 








‘ 
Witmork > 


The Sensational Ballad 


When My 
Dream Boat 
Comes Home 


} 
“CHEROKEE STRIP” 
Starring Dick Foran 

“The Singing Cowboy” 


My Little 
| | 


From 


Buckaroo 


| M. WITMARK & SONS 
| 1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. Y¥. 
CHARLIE WARREN, 


Pref, Mgr. 











| Mills 


|} merly manager 


Wants to Find Out About | 
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Russ Columbo, 2 Yrs. Dead, | 
Draws 451 Fan Letters 


Philadelphia, Jan. 26. 

Entire program of Russ Columbo | 
{recordings was broadcast last week | 
}on ‘For Men Only’ over WIP 
Drew 451 letters in morning’s 
;mail, highest number any musical 
show has pulled in single day for 
simular shot over local station 


show, 
next 


Cokimbo has been dead two years. 


Cohn Off Forster 


After two years as N. Y. rep of 
F. J. A. Forster, the Chicago music | 
publisher, Solly Cohn is leaving the | 
outfit at the end of February. For- 
ster already has given up his N. Y. | 
Office, utilizing part of the space | 
sublet from Isham Jones Music Co., 
land at the same time taking Cohn | 
over from the Jones outfit as the} 
metropolitan general representative. 

Forster has been easing off on pop 
song exploitation and this, combined 
with other interests, is causing him | 
|to do away with the N. Y. exploita- | 
tion end, concentrating everything | 
out of Chi. 





PARENTI’S BANKRUPTCY 

William Schellang (Anthony Paz- | 
renti), musician at Radio City Music | 
Hall, filed a petition in bankruptcy | 
Thursday - (21) in Federal Court. 
Liabilities listed at $4,225. 

Schellang lists among unattachable 


shell alaiadigsmie | 


|} assets saxophones and other musical | 
instruments worth $735. His address 
| is 140 West 58th street, N. Y. 


Consolidated’s Dallas Office | 
| 
| 





Consolidated Radio Artists has 
taken over the Dallas, Tex., office of 
Artists, along with 
chase of the Mills bands. 

Office will remain in charge of C. | 
J. Buckner and Jenks Bryan, who | 
managed it for Milton Roemer, for- | 

of Ozzie Nelson, | 
| named manager of N. Y. ofiice under | 
' Charles Green, prez. 


its pur- 
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duction, ‘After 


THERE’S SOMETHING IN 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. *® 








To paraphrase the saying—‘‘Good Things Come in 4s”’ 
For example, here are 4 big songs from 4 big pictures: 


A THOUSAND DREAMS OF YOU, from the Walter 
Wanger production, ““You Only Live Once”’ 


SMOKE DREAMS, from the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer pro- 


GOODNIGHT MY LOVE, from the 20th Century-Fox pro- 
duction, “Stowaway” 


Century-Fox production, “Banjo On My Knee” 


THE AIR, from the 20th 


799 7th AVE. © NEW YORK 








The Thin Man” 








Most Requested 





(Reported by Leo Reisman, 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, N. Y.) 
Good Night, My Love. 

Organ Grinder Swing. 

I've Got You Under My Skin. 
It’s De Lovely. 

Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star. 
‘she Way You Look ‘Lonight. 
Love, What Are You Doing’ 
I'm Riding High. 

Tea on the Terrace. 

So Do IL. 


(Reported by Enoch 
McAlpin Hotel, N. Y.) 
I’m Riding Hizh. 
One, Two, Button Your Shoe. 
Let’s Put Our Heads ‘ro- 
gether. 
There’s Frost on the Moon. 
Night is Young. 
When My Dream Boat Comes 
Home. 
Pennies From Heaven. . 
I've Got you Under My Skin. 
I'm in a Dancing Mood. 
Easy to wove. 


iF ght, 


(Reported by Xavier Cugat, 
Hollywood Country Club, Hol- 
lywood, Fla.) 

Good Nizht, My 

Riding High. 

It’s De Lovely. 

Easy to Love. 

HBasin Street Blues. 

La Curaracha, 

My Shawl. 

Chanel in the Moonlight. 

I’m in a Dancing Mood. 

For Sentimental Keasons. 


Love. 


(Reported by Harry Sosnik, 
NBC.) 

Good Night, My Love. 

Night is Young. 

When My Dream Boat. 

Pennies From Heaven. 

Chapel in the Moonlight. 

Its De Lovety. 

‘Bnere’s Something in the Air. 

You Do the Darnedest Thin s. 

Love and Learn, 

Kiding High. 


(Reported by Hal Kemp) 
Good Night, My Love 
Pennies from Heaven 
Got You Under My Skin 
Easy to Love 
I'm in a Dancing Mood 
De-Lovely 
Love and Learn 
Plenty of Money and You 
Gee, But You’re Swell 
Chapel in the Moonlight 


(Reported by Al Goodman) 
Plenty of Money and You 
Easy to Love 
Pennies from Heaven 
I’m in a Dancing Mood 
Got You Under My Skin 
De-Lovely 
You Do the Darndest Things 
Chapel in the Moonlight 
May I Have the Next Romance 
Dreamboat Comes Home 





| originate in 





| Liberty magazine 





Sponsors—Agencies 


(Continued from page 40) 


| tizations of incidents in Duff-Norton 
| history. 

New time, however, will be Fri- 
|days instead of Monday nights. 
|! Walker-Downing agency of Pitts- 
| burgh handling. 





Duart Sales Co., Ltd., of San Fran- 
cisco, has renewed “The Passing Pa- 


rade’ with John Nesbitt, effective 
Feb. 2, over the basic Coast NBC- 
Red network, plus KOA, KDYL, 


added on that date 
KYW joining the web March 2. 
Howard E. Williams agency handles 
the account. 
NBC’s San 
studios. 


Pacific 
Company, 


Union 
Caples 


Railroad, 


Los Angeles, 





WOW and WMAQ, latter two being | 
and WEAF and} 


Quarter-hour programs | 
Francisco | 


through | 
has | 


signed for 12 monthly quarter-hour | 


| disc shows, ‘Romance of Transpor- 


tation,” over KGO, San Francisco, 
starting Feb. 7. 

Mutual Benefit Health & Accident 
Assn. of Oakland, Cal., is using five- 
minute discs over 
cisco, Friday evening for 13 weeks. 
National Advertising, Inc., is agency. 


KGO, San Fran- | 


| 


| 


Benrus watches buying more time | 


| Signals through Brown & Tarcher. 








Gruen watches interested in spot 
radio. 
Vick’s picking up announcement 


| schedules in areas where flu has hit 


hard. 





Paris & Peart opening a branch 


| office in Detroit, with Melville Smith 
in charge. 


Dodge buying spots to plug sale of 
used cars. 


| Ryan. 


| 


has bought a 
| five-minute news service on WABC, 
New York, taking the 11 p. m. period 
|Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday. Thursday is skipped because 
j} the period wouid follow the ‘March 
|of Time’ show. 

Abe Lyman quits the New Yorker 
|hotel, New York, for the Biscayne 
| Dog Racing Club, Miami, March 12. 


Through Ruthrauff &: 


| 








| 
| 
| 
} 


Vera Brodsky Broke 


Vera Brodsky, musician, 315 West 
57th street, N. Y., has filed a petition 
in bankruptcy listing her liabi! 
at $4,605 and no assets. 

Among creditors are: Rosalin 
Genet, $250; Bertrand Leslie, of Los 
Angeles, $250; Rosina Lhevinne, $100- 
Max Shapiro and A, T. Thomson, 
both of 1441 Broadway, $475 each, 
All are perscnal loans. : 


ities 








Pianiste has appeared at Radio 
City Music Hall. 
i 
Harms Presents 
Greatest “Gold Diggers” Score 


With Plenty of Money 
and You 


(Gold Diggers Lullaby) 


All’s Fair in Love and War 
Let’s Put Our Heads Together 


Speaking of the Weather 
From “Gold Diggers of 1937" 


Cafe Continental 


When Old Friends 
Meet Again 


European Hit 


Vienna Dreams 


Trouble Don’t 
Like Music 
Blue Eyes 


White Horse Inn 


1 Cannot Live Without 
Your Love 


HARMS, INC., RCA Bldg., N. Y. 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof. Mgr. 


From 
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LEO FEIST, Inc. ° 





Gordon & Revel’s Greatest Score ... From ‘Head Over 
A Gaumont-British Picture 


i] ‘May | Have the Next Dance With You’ 
‘Looking Around Corners For You’ 
‘There’s That Look In Your Eyes Again’ 


‘Head Over Heels In Love’ 
1629 BROADWAY ® 


NEW YORK 
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With Pleasure and Pride 





. . . Jack Mills Announces the Appointment of 


MAURICE STAUB 


who comes up from the ranks of our own organization to climax 
a successful career of fruitful service to Mills Music, Inc. as 


PROFESSIONAL MANAGER 


ALABAMA BARBECUE 


DOIN’ THE SUZI-Q 


THAT’S WHAT YOU MEAN TO ME 


Just Released! England's Newest Favorite! 


SUPPOSING 
From Will Hudson, The Sophistocrat of Rhythm! 
LL NEVER TELL YOU 1 LOVE YOU 


THE MOON IS GRINNING AT ME 


From the finest and most diversified catalogue we have offered in years—the season's outstanding song hits! 


SERENADE IN THE NIGHT 


The Song Sensation of Europe Captures The Imagination of America! 


From the Cotton Club Parade of Hits 


COPPER COLORED GAL 








MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


Jack Mills, Pres. 








1619 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
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Wednesday, January 27, 


1937 


VAUDE—NITE CLUBS 


VARIETY 47 








LARGE AWARD 
FOR LOST 
LUGGAGE 


N. Y. municipal court has awarded 
The Ashburns, dance team, damages 
of $500 against the Hotel Victoria, 
N. Y., for loss of luggage containing 
valuable clothing and curios which 
team brought back from China, 

Bag was checked at the hotel after 
pair returned to U. S, from a one- 
year tour of China and India, When 
the hotel could not produce the bag, 
Harris Ashburn filed suit and noti- 
fied police. Bag was picked up in a 
local pawn shop—empty. 

Inns are ordinarily liable only for 
$100 unless negligence can be proven 
and contents of luggage ascertained. 
Marks single instance when local 
hotel has been nicked for so much. 
Lou Randell was attorney for plain- 
tiffs. 


Liquor for Night Clubs 
Illegal in Utah; Hope to 
Liberalize Regulations 


Salt Lake City, Jan. 26. 


Salt Lake hotelmen, night club and 
dance-hall owners are reportedly 
lobbying with legislators, convening 
here, to modify Utah liquor laws by 
taking control from hands of state 
liquor commission and ‘place it un- 
der jurisdiction of tax commission, 
cities and counties. 

Liquor sales, long a controversial 
subject, is presently vested in hands 
of a commission, which supervises 
sales in state owned-operated stores. 
In less than a year, state stores 
reaped a net profit of about $700,000. 

Proposed measure would author- 
ize state tax commission to grant 
licenses to brewers for the manufac- 
ture of light beer, and cities and 
towns would have full power, within 
corporate limits, to license, tax, reg- 
ulate or prohibit sales of drink. 

It also seeks sale by drink in 
legitimate eating places, which in- 
cludes hotels and night spots with 
a kitchen. 

At present, hard drinks and in 
some instances, 3.2 beer, are pro- 
hibited in hotel dining rooms, night 
clubs or dance halls: Modification 
of liquor bill is, however, not in 
line with suggestions made by Gov- 
ernor Henry H. Blood in his mes- 
sage to legislature. 


VIEW BALLET ESPAGNOL 
FOR FILM HOUSE DATES 


Picture house bookers have been 
reviewing the Ballet Espagnol during 
its concert dates at the Bayes, N. Y., 
this past week. 

Spanish ballet, first time in Amer- 
ica, is being piloted by Ed Perkins, 
who contracted their U. S. itinerary. 
Ballet may be tabloidized for picture 
houses. 




















Stanley, Pitt, Back to 
Straight Picts Jan. 29 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 26, 


Stanley, WB deluxer, goes back to 
straight picture policy this Friday 
(29) and, while management is in- 
Sisting change will be only for few 
weeks, it may last until after Easter. 
With elimination of presentations, 
theatre’s top will go from 60c to 50c, 
matching that of Penn, but 10c high- 
downtown first-run 
houses. 

Under terms of new two-year 
agreements signed between theatres 
and musicians last November, the- 
atre has to guarantee pit boys only 





25 weeks of work a year. Big pix 
are piling up for both the Penn| 
and Stanley under Loew-WB pooling | 
deal and if product keeps rolling, | 
there’s no telling when house will | 
resume flesh. 





Randalls’ New ‘ Soap 


Hollywood, Fla., Jan. 26. 
_The Randalls, Marion and Mar- | 
Unez, reunited, open here tomorrow | 





Broudy, Pitt. Pit Leader, 
Into Hotel Restaurant 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 26. 

With stage shows going out of 
Stanley Friday (29) for straight films, 
Dave Broudy, veteran conductor at 
house, has been signed by William 
Penn hotel to lead six-piece string 
ensemble for luncheon and dinner 
music. Maestro will use men from his 
pit crew. 

It’s a break for Broudy, in-as-much 
as hotel has usually used in dining 
room same ork that’s been in Chat- 
terbox for night dancing. However, 
William Penn is breaking all prece- 
dents by bringing in sepia outfit, 
Count Basie, for night spot and fig- 
ures they wouldn’t do for eating 
salon. In addition, Broudy will re- 
vive William Penn’s little symphony 
concerts every Sunday night in hotel 
lobby with augmented outfit. 

Basie opens at Chatterbox Thurs- 
day night (28), replacing Emerson 
Gill, who moves on to Arcadia Cafe 
in Philly after two-month stay here. 








WARING AVERTS 
FIRE PANIC 


Camden, N. J., Jan. 26. 

Fred Waring averted possibly 
serious panic in Stanley theatre 
here Sunday (24) night by reassur- 
ing audience from stage as smoke 
was discovered issuing from projec- 
tion booth in rear of house. Two 
women patrons of theatre were 
treated for slight injuries received 
in brief stampede when boy patron 
on balcony cried ‘Fire!’ 

Smoke understood to have been 
caused by grinding of one gear with 
another in projection room just as 
feature film was concluded. Projec- 
tion room employees phoned theatre 
office and Waring, just preparing to 
open stage show, was notified back- 
stage. Curtain was hurriedly run up 
and F¢ndleader calmed audience just 
as rush for exits was starting. 

Warner. Bros.. which operates 
house, made no effort to muzzle 
dailies on story and most of them 
played it down as matter of policy. 
Waring was doing one-nighter here, 
as live shows in Philly, where he’s 
on Earle stage this week, are taboo 
on Sundays. 


Ethel Shutta Stalls 
Chi Congress Opening 


Chicago, Jan. 26. 

Congress Casino opened with a 
new show Friday (22), but without 
Ethel Shutta, she being unprepared 
to leave New York. Expects to join 
the show in a week. Readying more 
new -material. 

Bernhardt and Graham, dance 
team, were held over, and Bob Hawk 
is in as emcee, with the rest of the 
show composed of Edith Griffith and 
Stan Kavanaugh. 


F&M Quits Stern’s 
B’klyn Merry-Go-Round 


Fanchon & Marco has severed its 
connection with Harold  Stern’s 
Merry-Go-Round nitery in Brooklyn. 
Understanding is that F. & M. shows 
were too costly for the spot. 

Nitery opened about six weeks 
ago, ostensibly under maestro Stern’s 
ownership. It was converted over 
from a Chinese restaurant, but with 
the original Oriental owners still 
holding the purse strings, Was 
F. & M.’s first nitery venture in N. Y. 


Burt’s New Spot 

















Chicago, Jan. 26. 
Glen Burt is handling the vaude 
bookings for the Palace, Ft. Wayne. | 
Burt is setting the talent in through 
the Sligh & Tyrrell office. At pres- | 
ent Palace is operating with a pres- | 
entation policy. 


| 


JUNE McCLOY BANKRUPT | 


| 


Chicago, Jan. 26. | 

June McCloy, nitery and picture | 
actress, has filed a bankruptcy peti- | 
tion listing her assets at $50, liabil-| 





ities, $2,000. 
Her former salary was $500 per | 
week, | 





Dave Ferguson Recovered 
Dave Ferguson back at Jewish | 





S.A. with Chow 


Baltimore, Jan. 26. 

Girl waitresses seem to be 
fast supplantiug men in niteries 
here. Three spots last week re- 
placed trousered platter-packers 
for skirted ones, and couple 
more sites are planning to do 
same. 

In Balto colored waiters have 
more or less been the tradi- 
tional food servers since back in 
colonial days. Looks as though 
after all these years tradition 
takes rear seat to s.a. 


RITZ BROS. ASK 
$3,290 RAISE 














Deal is on for the Ritz Bros. to do 
a vaude return for Loew’s. They are 
asking $5,500 weekly. Last vaude 
salary paid the comic trio at Loew’s 
State, N. Y., was $2.250. 

New figure, an increase of $3,250, 
is accountable to their picture ap- 
pearances in ‘Sing, Baby, Sing’ anc 
‘One in a Million, for 20th Century- 


| Fox. 


Ritz Bros.’ Loew dates will include 
the three weeks in Washington, Bal- 
timore and N. Y. Lou Irwin is agent- 
ing. 


Ted Lewis Settles 
$82,500 Auto Crash 
Lawsuits for $3,500 


The accident suit to recover dam- 
ages aggregating $82,500 from Ted 
Lewis, band leader, ended Thursday 
(21) when attorneys announced the 
matter had been settled for $3,500 
as the action was about to go to 
trial before N. Y. Supreme Curt Jus- 
tice Edgar J. Lauer. 

The plaintiffs, Mrs. Rose Pressman, 
sued for $50,000, her daughter, Harri- 
ette, for $25,000, and her husband, 
Benjamin Pressman, asked $7,500 for 
loss of his wife’s services due to in- 
juries. The two Pressman women 
were passengers in Lewis’ car when 
it crashed with another auto near 
Pontiac, Ill. in September, 1933. 
Lewis was not in the auto at the 
time. The car was being driven by 
his press agent, Milton Pickman. 

Another daughter of the Press- 
mans, Esther, was a member of the 
Lewis troupe which was playing at 
St. Louis at the time of the crash. 


Harry Foster to Wed 
Flo Chumbecos in Lond. 


London, Jan. 26. 

Harry Foster confirms the report 
of his marrying Florence Chumbecos 
immediately on arrival here. Miss 
Chumbecos, now on the water, is 
w.k. here through appearances in 
cabarets and as a featured dancer in 
Clifford Whitley’s revue, 














Mobile, Jan. 26. 

Florence Chumbecos is a Mobile 
girl. Formal announcement of the 
engagement and approaching mar- 
iage was made here by her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. James Chumbecos, of 
Mobile. 

The couple will honeymoon in 
Paris at the George V. hotel and will 
go to Cannes for Easter. 

Miss Chumbecos has recently been 
dancing in the French Casino, N. Y. 
She made her debut in London a few 
seasons ago. Miss Chumbecos will 
continue in motion pictures in Eng- 
land. 





Hostess Appeals Conviction 


In Killing of Nitery Op) 


St. Louis, Jan. 26. 
Marie Morrison, 20-year-old host- 
ess was convicted of manslaughter 


by jury in Circuit Court Wednesday 
(20) in connection with fatal shoot- 


ing of Harry Anastas, prop. of 
Golden Dragon, downtown nitery 
last June 15. 


Sentenced to one year in City Jail, 
but she filed motion for new trial 
and was released on $2,000 bond. 





0.&J. FOR BOSTON 
Olsen and Johnson set for a week 
at Keith’s Boston, Feb. 11. They will 
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To Ease Wash. Curfew 


Baltimore, Jan. 26. 

Representative Dirksen, of Illi- 
nois, representing the Repub minor- 
ity on the District of Columbia com- 
mittee in the House of Representa- 
| tives, plans to shortly intro a bill in 
|Congress licensing D. C. niteries 
| and barrooms to peddle likker till 2 
la. m. on Sunday mornings. Curfew 
| cursently is midnight. 
| Operators of niteries in Washing- 
| ton have lately been squawking 
|aplenty about that early close-down 
|hour on Saturday nights. Objection 
jis that great many Washingtonians 
have got in habit of commuting to 
Balto, where they may tipple till 2 
a. m. 


MIAMI NITERY 
OPS IN PANIC 








Miami, Jan. 26. 

With the season here not so hot 
anc biz way off, nitery operators, 
as well as other amusement enter- 
prises, have the jitters. One spot, 
the Town Casino, has already closed, 
and rumors fly :hick and fast that 
others are soon to’ follow. 

The French Casino, last year’s top 
rroney-maker, has reduced tariff in 
an effort to stimulate biz, which has 
been very sluggish to date. Gam- 
bling, with the exception of the 
Royal Palm Club and two Holly- 
wood spots, is taboo and will remain 
, SO. 

To prove gambling is needed in 
Miami’s night life, the Royal Palm 
is the only spot doing biz. The slot 
machine angle in the operation of 
th wheels has proven fool-proof, but 
other spots are unable to cash in on 
this because they were not far- 
sighted enough to get their slot ma- 
chine licenses before last Octo- 
ber’s deadline. 

Unless things perk up here soon, 
there’ll be many a busted bankroll 
ere the season is over. 

Miami Beach City Commission, 
which has heretofore limited the is- 
suance of hitery licenses, has broken 
down and decided to raise the num- 
ber of spots that will be allowed to 
operate on an all-night basis. Under 
the old ruling, spots that didn’t have 
night club licenses were forced to 
discontinue music and dancing at 2 
a. m. 

An appeal by Jack Dempsey and 
his attorney, G. A. Worley, resulted 
in the commission letting down the 
bars. Spots which have been running 
under the 2 o’clock close-up license 
and which will now be able to run all 
night are: Dempsey’s bar, Riptide 
Club, Carter’s Restaurant and the 
Roney Plaza Dining Room, 


Roberts $18,000 Award 
Against R.R. Set Aside 


Albany, Jan. 26. 

The $18,000 judgments against the 
Rutland Railroad Co., obtained in 
N. Y. Supreme Court as the result of 
the death of Virginia Roberts and 
injuries to her mother, Mrs. Bertha 
Roberts, and her brother and sister, 
Dorothy and Jack Roberts, have 
been set aside by the Appellate Di- 
vision, 

The family of vaudeville per- 
formers was driving toward Rutland, 
Easter Sunday of 1936, when their 
car was hit by a train. The court, 
by a 3 to 2 decision, declared the 
verdicts against the weight of the 
evidence, and ordered a new trial. 











Dario, Diane to Hollyw’d 


Dario and Diane, dancers, just re- 
turned from the Grosvenor House, 





| London, are slated for the Troca- | 


| dero, Hollywood, Feb. 3. They also 
have a picture offer to double. Team 
for the Coast end of this 


| leaves 
week. 


D&D lost a fortnight’s engage- 


j}ment in Miami due to Diane miss- | 


| ing the boat from Paris. Dario sailed 
| from London and Diane was to have 


i 





Cincy Vaude, of Course, Affected 
By Floods; Dayton May Be Also 


Midwest floods thus far have af- 
fected vaude theatres and perform- 
ers in only one spot, Cincinnati, 
where all theatres were closed Sun- 


day (24) at.1 p. m. Show at the RKO 
Shubert, Cincy, at that time was 
Major Bowes’ all-girl unit. 

Bowes’ office in New York Mon- 
day night (25) was informed by the 
unit’s manager that he expected to 
get the troupe out the following day. 
Rail jumps were hazardous and long, 
it was explained, while it was almost 
impossible to hire a bus or truck. 
All-girl unit is expected to open Fri- 
day (29) at the Ambassador, St. 
Louis. 

RKO’s booking office in New York 
has cancelled all shows scheduled for 
Cincinnati. Dayton is another town 
RKO expects it may have to shut 
down. Circuit operates the vaud- 
filmer Keith’s there. 

Unreported till yesterday (Tues- 
day) are numerous indie vaudfilm 
stands through the Ohio River val- 
ley. Most of these play $150-a-day 
units, which make their jumps by 
private autos and buses. Roads and 
bridges throughout the territory have 
been affected by the _ torrential 
waters, many of them being com- 
pletely washed out, 





Memphis, Jan. 26. 


Orpheum theatre’s current stage 
show is A. B. Marcus Revue. Ma- 
rooned between St. Louis and Mem- 
phis by bridge washout, company 
opened Sunday (24), a day late. 


Balto Negre Nitery Ops 
Told to Treat Patrons 


Gently; Blackjacks Out 


Baltimore, Jan. 26. 
Cops have had to warn operators 
of Negro niteries and saloons they’ll 
have to stop practice of shooting and 
blackjacking patrons who grow dis- 
orderly in their establishments. Num- 
ber of bartenders, bouncers and 
operators arraigned in courts here 

lately has reached staggering total. 
The colored spots, presided over by 
Negroes almost entirely in Balto, 
seem to have got out of habit of call- 
ing in police if customers get tough 
or frisky; spots just get a couple of 
muggs payrolled on the premises. 
Generally bouncers use blackjacks, 
and the bartenders the shootin’ irons, 


CAN'T EAT FIRE, COURT 
GIVES PERFORMER $50 


Detroit, Jan. 26. 

For loss of his ‘appetite’ for two 
weeks, George W. Croak, who, un- 
der plume of Curry Clark, eats fire 
for entertainment of local nitery 
patrons, last week wa. awarded $50 
damages in his $5,000 suit against the 
Checker Cab Co, 

Croak, who formerly was a clown 
with carnivals, claimed his fire-eat- 
ing apparatus (chest) was crushed in 
a taxicab accident in 1935, and sub- 
sequently lost two weeks’ work be- 
cause he could not properly blow a 
mouthful of naphtha gas at a lighted 
match, 

















Father’s Death Prostrates 


Yukona Cameron in Hub 


Boston, Jan. 26, 

Yukona Cameron, partner-wife of 
Al Trahan, currently playing the 
Keith-Boston here, missed three 
shows Saturday (23) and all shows 
Sunday when she was prostrated 
| with grief over death of her father, 
|Clement J. Wall (non-pro) in Chi- 
|cago. She returned to the act to- 
| day. 
| Marie Healey stepped in to assist 
| Trahan during Miss Cameron's ab- 
sence. 


Sam Rheiner Out of Par 


| Sam Rheiner, contact between the 
Paramount, N. Y., and the Artists’ 














|come on at Cherbourg from France, | Booking Office of the Par organiza- 

(Wednesday) at the Hollywood | Theatrical Guild office after serious| be preceded by Louise Beavers on} but, missing the liner, the team lost tion, is out. Future plans unknown. 

Beach hotel. | operation. Feb. 3. out on the fortnight they could have! Rheiner has been with Par for 11 

They closed today at the Macfad- Was confined in hospital seven She then ravves to the Apollo,| crowded in between departing for | years and was formerly on Beris 
den Deauville, Miami Beach. weeks. ‘IN. Y., Feb. 1@ Holly wood. | Morros’ staff. 
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VAUDE —NITE CLUBS 


Wednesday, January. 27, 1937 





Odds and Ends 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


A Page Out of Old Vaudeville 
The Acrobatic Act 
(Stop music at finish of act and 
stand center stage.) 
Ladies and Gentlemen, my partner 
will now do a double complete so- 
mersault from the floor, and is the 





only man alive ever to attempt this 
trick. (This can be said with a Ger- 
man dialect.) 


The Dog Act 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen, little Trixie 
here will now pick out the different 


flags of all the different countries, 
just by hearing the orchestra play 


the national anthems of the 
countries. This is done 
herself and not worked 
any cues of mine. This 
by kindness.’ (See that the dogs 
don’t bark loudly when you whip 
them off-stage, as the audience may 
think you are cruel.) 


different 
by Trixie 
through 
is all done 


iS 


Female Impersonator 


(At finish of act remove wig and 
lift shoulders to make them look 
big and in as mannish a voice as 
you possibly can, say): ‘So long fel- 
lers.’ 

Juggler 

(When you are dropping balls, 

clubs or any objects you may be 


juggling) ‘This is the only act in the 
world that gets paid for practising.’ 

(When woman assistant gives you 
the different objects) ‘I carry her 
so she can hand me things, last night 
she handed me a black eye.’ (Look 
at her legs) ‘I wish someone would 
look at me once in a while.’ 

(Before doing a trick) 
trick before the crowned heads of 
Europe and the bald heads of (local 
town)’. 

(When missing a trick) ‘If I 
it the first time you wouldn’t think 
it was a good trick.’ 

(Try putting hat on stick while 
balancing stick on head. After miss- 


ing it a dozen times, place hat on 
stick and say): ‘Well anyway, this 
is the way it looks if I did it,’ 
(Exit.) 


Dancing Act 
(Stop music) ‘My partner will do 








Show People All the World Over Wil! 
Be Interested to Know That 


SIDNEY FISHER rai.0 


TAILOR 


(Formerly at 29, Wardour Street) 
{s Now Located at More Commodious 
Premires at 
75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 











AGENTS 


Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 
Very Liberal Commissions 
Write for particulars 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St. New York, N. Y. 


Birthday, 





l 
| 


triples and wings. She is the .only 
lady in the world doing this style 
of dancing, and we have $10,000 
posted with the management of this 
theatre as a challenge to any lady 
dancer.’ (At finish of dance or the 
last four bars, yell to leader) ‘Let’s 
go.’ 
Magician 

‘I have here an ordinary 
playing cards. 

‘I will now prove 
hand is quicker than 

‘I did this trick before 
Roosevelt—-was elected. 

‘Has anybody in the 
a stiff gentleman’s hat? I 
gentleman’s stiff hat? 

(Taking rabbit out 


leck 


to you that 
the eye. 


mean a 
of hat) ‘I 


rabbits smart; 


ply. 


are they can 


‘I will now roll up my sleeves to | 
prove to you that there is nothing | 
| concealed 


in them. 
‘I would like to bcrrow a $5 gold | 


piece (look around audience and | 

when nobody offers you it, say) ‘Al- 
right I'll settle for $1.’ 
Wire Act 

(While on wire) ‘I just received 


this wire from my agent. Somebody 
asked me how business was wi 


and I said ‘slack’.’ 
Cartoonist 

‘If the lady in the upper box will 
take her hand away from her face 
I will try and make a drawing of 
her. 

‘I once drew a chicken so well 
| that when I threw it in the waste 
paper basket, it laid there. 


‘I did this | 


did | 











‘I showed my teacher a picture of 


an apple that I drew and she said 
it was rotten.’ 
Singer 
‘Ladies and gentlemen, I have a 


special request this evening to sing 
(pick out any song you sing best).’ 
Composer 
‘I will now play you a medley of 
my compositions. (Play part of cho- 
rus, and between each one say) And 
then I wrote.’ 
om Violinist 
‘Ladies and gentlemen, I will try 
and give you a series of imitations 
on my fiddle. My first will be that 
of a man speaking to a lady and the 
lady answering him back. If you 
will pay particular attention I am 
sure you will distinctly hear what 
they: have to say. First he meets the 


girl and flirts with her (play ‘Oh 
You Kiddo,’ on G string). And this 


is what she answered him (play 
to Hell’ on E string.’ 
Hypnotist 

‘Ladies and gentlemen, I am about 
to show you a few interesting ex- 
periments in the -science of hypnot- 
ism. I would like for a committee 
of about a dozen gentlemen to step 
up here on the stage and see that 
I do not use any confederates or 

(Continued on page 56) 


‘Go 
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$ 50 Dinner 6:30 tol0 P.M. 
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IN. erage 10:30 te closing 

Sots. Sols. $3 - First 3 Viers SOc extra 
DANCING 


Clyde Lucas and Vincent 
Travers Dance 
Orchestras 








Gaston and Alphonse 


Chicago, Jan. 26. 


Billy Diamond was thinking 





of using .a certain act at the 
State-Lake, which started a 
quabble between agents Jack 


Kalcheim and Danny Graham 
as. to who had the right to sub- 
mit the act, both claiming rep- 
resentation authorization. No- 
body had seen the act at the 
time. 

That night, all three of ’em 





of 
the | 
President | 
audience got} 
al- 


ways use a rabbit because you know | 
multi- | 


th me | 


went to a cafe to see the act. 
When it was over, Kalcheim 
was claiming that it was Gra- 
ham’s act, and Graham insisted 
to Diamond that Kalcheim had 
full rights to it, 











Nitery Placements 


Mickey Rooney is putting an eight- 





| five of the acts 


eee 


———= 


Unit Reviews 


KING’S VARIETIES 


(FOX, DETROIT) 
Detroit, Jan. 23. 

If Harry Gourfain keeps reno- 
vating his unit, which he has done 
almost from cover to cover since its 
last stage appearance, ‘King’s Va- 
rieties’ (which it’s now tagged) may 
some day revolve into a sock show. 
At present, it’s not bad; neither is it 
good, except in spots. 

First of all, 
that an audience 
hoked when a show appears under 
one title and then shows with an- 
other title emblazoned all over the 
scenery. ‘If ‘King’s Scandals’ (unit’s 
original tag) had to be ditched for a 
less sensational title, then at least a 
few shekels could be spent for 
changing the names on back drops. 

For one reason or anothe 
in the original 
supplanted. No 


knows it’s being 


cast 


have been longer 


| around are Olin Landick, femme imp 


| loose-jointed tapper; 


| fault: 


| piece band into the Lido Room of 
the Hollywood Knickerbocker hotel 
Feb. 5. 

Max Perrin and Ethel Howe have 
been set for Hollywood (Cal.) 
Knickerbocker hotel’s new Lido 
Room. 

Gus Van fills a Hollywood (Cal.) 
date after six weeks at the Bal 
Tabarin in Frisco. 

Bert Frohman, current at Para- | 
idise, N. Y., goes into Chez. Paree, 
| Chicago, Feb. 12. Booked by Irving 
| Mills 

Gertrude Niesen goes into the| 


| Chez Paree, Chicago, in mid-Febru- 


ary. 

| Paul Pendarvis’ band set into the 
Palace, San Francisco, Feb. 2. Crew 
has been on eastern tour. 


| Patricia Kent, from films, has gone 
| night club in New York, having 
| opened with the new revue at An- 


|selmo’s Sunday night (24). Miss 
|Kent was with Columbia on the 
| Coast. 

King’s Jesters band moves from 
the Bismarck hotel, Chicago, to the | 
|La Salle hotel this week. Phil Le- 


vant’s combo supplants Jesters. 





| Carlos Montoya, guitarist, heads 
| the new show at El Chico, N. Y. 
| Chita, dancer: Los Rancheros Trio, 
Rosita Rios, singer; Adeline Duran, 
dancer, and Maclovia and Candido, 
dance team, comprise remainder. 
Don Alberto’s orchestra remains 


from old show. 

Yanyego Voodoo Dancers, Ginger 
Sutton, dancer and the Siboney 
Rhumba band added to show at Le} 
Mirage, N. Y. 





15 YEARS AGO © 


(From Variety and Clipper) 





N. Y. ordinance prohibiting more 
than 5,000 feet of film in a theatre at 
one time replaced by a measure al- 
lowing one complete show, Film was 
up to around 10 reels. 


Flora Finch, long a _ Vitagraph 
comedienne, tried out vaude, and 
vaude no like. Poor sketch hurt, 
but she didn’t have the vaudeville 
manner, 


George Jessel, out of his revue, 
tried a two-act, doing most of the 
turn himself. Got over, but no 
knockout,’ Girl was little help. 


Gallagher and Shean were packing 
the Palace, N. Y. New verses for 
their trick song, and they had to sing 
them all. Valeska Surratt was down 





from the Riverside with her first 
B’way showing of her new act. 
Jean Bedini’s last year’s burley, 


cut to 80 minutes and built up with 
added acts, was a big draw at the 
Winter Garden. Showed here for 








ROXY, 


ENRICA and NOVELLO 


Distinctive Dancers 


HELD OVER SECOND WEEK (JAN. 28) 
NEW YORK 





$4,500, but mostly played on percent- 
| age, rd 





with his eyes shut did not help much. 





Dolly sisters signed for 





five weeks. Got $2.5 





| 
| 





YOUTHFUL 


INITIAL 


VIOLETA and ROSITA 


VELERO 


EXPONENTS 
REFRESHINGLY DIFFERENT LATIN MUSIC 


or 


APPEARANCE 


ROXY, NEW YORK (This week, January 22) 


| playing two a week, 

Dealer estimates 
phonograph records 
quota for 1922. 
| phonographs in use and a 
|another 1,500,000 anticipated. 
came radio, 


set 


the 


as 


sale 


At last theatre business 








some signs of picking up. 








INOR and ROOT 


NOW---COLONY CLUB 


PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 


| grosses 
and that was news. 


iit an act with him, and they 
| putting the turn over in 
Playing the Orpheum where 


impression, 








Harry Jolson, then regarded as a 
better singer than Al, at the Colonial. 
poreapempete that his habit of singing 


10 weeks 
on the Keith time to be played in | 
00 at each house, 


showed 
B’ way 
were up as much as $1,000, 


Nat Nazarro had Buck and Bubbles 
were 
’Frisco. 

Fddie 
Buzzell was making a good first-time 


| second half of show. 








100,900,000 | 
sales 
There were 6,000,000 | 
of | 
Then 


monologist; George Downey, comic 


bycylist; Joe Godfrey, solo hooker; 
George King, tenor. and Barry Mur- 
kin. 

Replacing these are the Manginis, 
two muscular fellas who perform 
some of the best feats of strength 
seen here in moons; Ruth Barnes, 


Paul Robinson, 
nice harmonica player; Freddie Car- 
ter, acro, and the Maple Leaf Trio 
(2 lads and a femme), who have one 
they stay on too long. 

In spots production was 
sloppy at late evening show caught 
opening day. Coupla stage waits 
for part of show got unit off to a 
bad start, but things settled down to 
a quick pace middle part of show. 
Also, they started off with an m.c., 
in the wings, followed by a coupla 
intros by Maestro Sam Jack Kauf- 
man, from the pit, and ended up with 
nobody at all. 

Show has redeeming virtues in its 


pretty 


lavish settings, nifty costumes and 
plenty of girls. Line of 12 gals, al- 


though badly routined at times, con- 
tributes severai nice numbers, in- 
cluding the ‘Mystic Fan’ bit, which 
is a honey. Girls, dressed in orange 
and toting big fans, go through sev- 
eral ‘mystifying’ bits on a semi-dark- 
ened stage. Appearance and dis- 
appearance of fans gave audience its 
best piece of work by a chorus here 
in ages. Line’s military turn at clos- 
ing also set well. 

The Five Elgins, who bob up as 
the Royal Bagoteers, offer some nice 
juggling with hats and clubs. Top- 
billed performers are crowded into 
Here are seen 
chatters with Nina 
Olivette and then lights into his 
crazy hoofing. Santos and Alex- 
ander, abetted by their wives, sock 
with nonsensical terping. Especial 
click is duo’s ‘ballet’ turn, with Alex- 
ander attired in formal clothes from 
waist up and below in femme ballet 
togs. Closing cog, before entire com- 
pany comes in for finale, is held by 
the Three Musketeers, two males and 
a femme, who score with a tap rou- 
tine. 

Pic is ‘Three Smart Girls’ (U). 
House little over half filled at late 
show Friday evening (22), Pete, 


TEXAS FOLLIES 


(STATE-LAKE, CHI) 
Chicago, Jan. 23. 
Color and speed are in this unit 
right from the overture, with the 
opening done by Paul Bachelor sing- 
ing a la tough Western hombre, in 
front of the line of 20 girls and six 
boys, all young and well dressed. 


Gil Lamb, who 


he oughta re member” 


Novelty comes when they all climb 





r, at least | 








up the steps against the pb 
and enter the airplane rtm 
there. Before they’ re hardly of 
Sydney Del Dees is in front singing 
and pantomiming with the six boys, 
Line is out again to wind up the 
opener in a jamboree of color against 
a ‘Centennial’ backdrop, which seems 
alive because of lighting novelty, 
Only trouble with opening is Miss 
Del Dees fading in and out of mike 
as she sings, making her Voice hard 
to hear. 

Fitz and Cahill keep u > . 
with their ih then: 


tapping and comedy, lat- 
ter eccentric and plenty funny. Taps 
are clean and the falls convincing 
which didn’t make the numbe;: two 
spot a stage wait for the campfire 
production number spotted third 
and which showed more production 
| than usually found in unit shows 


Three Byrons top everything pre- 
ceding them with a lot of fast ac 
batic work, dancing, and comedy. 
There’s no stalling here. Sex appeal 
shot opens with blonde Del Dees giri 


singing, and six semi-nudes posing 
upstage with six more in white 
gowns, dancing. All this is a swell 


build-up for Corrine-and her apple 


dance. Comes back in transparent 
costume for another routine just be- 
fore the finale, and scores again, 
though not as heavily. 

Only let-down in the unit comes 
with the Ray i apnlie Beoge Clayton 
act, she being ne and not helping 


him too much. Works hard thou 


gh, 


and team gets biggest laughs of 
show when they come, but they don’t 
come often enough. Act should be 


pared to about hali its running time 
to be socko. 

Picture is ‘Counterfeit Lady’ (Col), 
and house was capacity first show of 
opening day. Li 


ce eo 


By Happy Benway 


Op. 


‘South 
Here, 


Last year’s headlines were, 
and Mid-West Pray for Rain.’ 


right now, it’s ‘Saranac and Lake 
Placid Pray for Snow.’ 

Kate Smith now week-ending at 
new Camp at Lake Placid; it’s a 
weekly event. 

Harry Gordon, hoofer, after a two- 


year siege of bedding it up here, left 
for Newark, N. J. 

Tommy Kerns, who tried to master 
a little of the Broadway air, is back 
at the lodge. 

Saranac Club putting on a 
mess of fights during the balance of 
the winter. 

Are you writing to those who are 
sick in Saranac or elsewhere? 


Spor ts 










Saves time, travelling cost 
and wardrobe expense, 
Eliminates delayed or mis- 
directed baggage. Comfort- 
able in any weather. Inner~ 
spring beds— bath —cook- 
ing facilities—plenty of 
cupboard and storage space for wardrobe 
and props. Accommodates2 to5 people. 
There's an Autocruiser for any act, 
BRANCH SHOWROOM 
B' way & 61 St., N. Y.C, 
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Night Club Reviews 


SERT ROOM 


(WALDORF-ASTORIA, N. Y.) 


With Leo Reisman’s showmanly 
dansapation installed in the Waldorf- 
Astoria hotel’s Sert Room, with 
crack support by Eve Symington 
(Senator Wadsworth’s socialite song- 
stress-daughter) and Mario and 
Floria (New Acts), the Waldorf has 
been doing bangup business this sea- 
son. In a smart surrounding, the 
spacious Sert is a restful interior, 
with ample room between tables to 
meet the somewhat more formal de- 
mands of its patronage, plus, also. 
ample dancing room. 

In the line of music, 
featured, the Waldorf has a nifty 
band in LeBaron’s tango-rhumba 
combo which is distinguished (1) by 
an extraordinarily effective brand of 
Latin dansapation, and (2) by maes- 
tro Le Baron’s own personable self 
at the helm. He’s a somewhat peri- 
patetic batoneer who executes rhum- 
ba and tango steps to fit his music. 
which he gives out in smooth, suave 
style. 

Reisman’s showmanship is stand- 
ard. He gives full vent to his ec- 
centric virtuoso mop, his changes of 
pace, his informal announcements of 
the tunes on the air and otherwise, 
his staccato terp tunes sharply con- 
trast with an extremely modulated 
foxtrot, done very pianissimo—and 
withal it’s a brand of society swingo 
that lends wings to the most con- 
servative hinterlander’s style of ball- 
roomology. 

Night caught, Eve Symington was 
out with the flu and Edgar Bergen 
substituted. He’s the clever ventrilo- 
quist who came to sudden ‘discovery’ 
at the Rainbow Room, after having 
been around for some time, and he 
did another of his inexhaustible 
routines with Charlie McCarthy, the 
demon dummy. This time they 
reminisced of Paris, the rue Blondel, 
etc. For an encore Bergen resur- 
rected Ophelia, the old maid, again 
to the credit of his strong material. 

This explains why a ventriloquist, 


while sub- 


of all comedians, whose vocal cal- 
isthenics and deceptions of the 
larynx and oesophagus constitute 


much of the appeal, is currently 
clicking as he is on the Rudy Vallee 
radio shows. It’s chiefly explained 
by the fact that Bergen might just 














The One and Only— 
The Original 


CARL 
ROSINI 


Master Magician 
NOW AT THE 
HOTEL NEW YORKER 


NEW YORK 

Just completed a successful 
engagement at the Arcadia 
in Philadelphia. Acclaimed 
by press and public for the 
marvelous feats of magic 
performed directly before 
the eyes. : 

BOOKERS BEWARE .... other 
mystifers are trading on 
the name and reputation of 
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The Original 


CARL ROSINI 


Master Magician 


HOTEL NEW YORKER 
NEW YORK 


Direction 
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OF AMERICA 
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| would ‘suggest. 


‘RAINBOW ROOM, N.Y. 


as well have as his foil another vis- 
a-vis, in the flesh, proving that the 
comedy material is basically there, 
of course. 

The Sert is now the formal room 
of the Waldorf; the Empire room, 
across the Park avenue lobby en- 
trance, is the informal boite. Last 
year it was the reverse. Only sup- 
per sessions for the entire show, two 
shows nightly, 11:45 and midnight. 
For dinner just the two dance bands 
officiate. Prix fixe dinner $3.50 and 
$4 (Saturdays); supper couvert $1.50 
and $2.50 (Sat.), with a nifty prix 





fixe supper at $1.50. Abel. 


Last summer it was table tennis- 
ters, now it’s roller skaters in niter- 
ies. John Roy, managing director of 
the Rainbow Room, seems to have 
started a new vogue with the Olym- 
pic Trio, long a vaude standard, but 
as presented on a cafe floor they’re | 
quite sensational. The: work on a 
table, so that the visibility element 
is immediately in their favor, and 
their holds, whirls and fulcrums, in 
close-up view, take on extra values 
denied them across the footlights in | 
a vaudfilmer. 

Paul Gerrits did a roller skating | 
specialty at the Hotel St. Regis last 
season, but he’s more a _ talking 
comedian on rollers than an athletic 
exhibitionist. While both Gerrits 
and the Olympics work in formal 
attire, the two men and woman of 
the threesome really extend them- 
selves physically in their gymnastic 
exhibition. 

The Olympics are equally person- 
able, dressing quite smartly for an 
energetic act of this type, and al- 
ready, as result of the Rainbow 
Room date, are being set for Holly- 
wood filmusicals plus a number of 
private parties around N. Y.—latter 
always a lucrative by-product to acts 
in the smarter cafes. 

Otherwise, the new dance music 
is Glen Gray and his Casa Loma 
orchestra, featuring Pee Wee Hunt 
and Kenny Sargent, succeeding Ray 
Noble. The Casa Lomaites, of course, 
are surefire for the hoof, ditto the 
roly-poly ‘Pee Wee’ Hunt and Kenny 


Sargent’s vocal specialties. They’re 
returners. 
Another repeat engagement in- 


cludes Maurice and Cordoba, svelte 
looking ballroomologists whose four 
numbers are socko. They don’t 
overstay. Impecably attired, in 
itself a natural perequisite of exhi- 
bition dance teams, they have the 
basic advantage of clean-cut smart- 
ness without overstressing the 
pseudo-Latin stuff as their billing 
They register hand- 


| somely, despite the tough assignment 
of opening the show. 


ment the Glen Gray dansapation dis- 





| " 
|} a dance routine gracefully executed. 
| Away from show biz for quite some 





Still another added starter to aug- 


pensers is Don Azpiazu and _ his 
Cuban-American orchestra. Azpiazu 
is a pioneer in the rhumba-son fox- 
trot school. Hdils from the Casino 
Nacional, Havana, some years back, 
and while this is a newish team of 
musicians, his band sounds plenty 
okay for the ear and the_ hoof. 
Within a fortnight it will be thor- 
oughly whipped into shape. In view 
of the current vogue for the daiquiri 
flavor in drinks and dancing, Don 
Azpiazu should become something of 
an attraction here. He succeeds Nino 
Rodrigo as the tango-rhumba dis- 
penser. 

Otherwise, the Rainbow Room is 
the same sky-high nitery, 65 floors 
up, but conversely more conservative 


| throw out at an early date, is now 


|} new hockey and college girls’ routine 


——————— 


jin band 
| showmanship, 
| tility, but 





in its wine card and general tariffs 
than many a third-rate spot in town. 
Aresi at the door knows how to do 
his stuff as chief greeter and Evelyn | 
Tyner and Dr. Sydney Ross round | 
it out with their pianologistic and 
palming specialties. Abel. | 


(HOLLYWOOD, FLA.) 


Hollywood, Fla., Jan. 25. 


This swank, intimate room, just | 
a pleasant auto jaunt from Miami. | 
upholds it’s high standards again this | 
year, offering the same quality di- | 
vertisement that characterized it as | 
one of the outstanding spots in the | 
area last season. The show, featur- 
ing Sheila Barrett, a swell _ per- 
former, is presented without fanfare 
in a quiet, dignified manner that 
proves.a welcome change from the 
girly revues offered in the larger 
spots. 

Only three acts comprise the bill, 
all of fine qualitv, Lorain Man- 
nors (Mrs. Georgie Price) opens with 


Hollywood Yacht Club | 


time, Miss Mannors has lost none of 
her charm and ability. Gali-Gali, a 
drawing room sleight-of-hand artist, 
does a class act with a rapid fire line 
of chatter. His pleasing personality 
greatly enhances the value of his 
offering. Miss Barrett, one of the 
top artists of characterization -in the 
country today, scores high. Her sa- 
tirical offerings are done without the 
aid of any kind of accompaniment. 
Her knowledge of human nature in 
all its moods is true art. 

Howard Lally and his orchestra 
play smooth rhythms to Peggy 
Tucker's vecelizing. Thom, 





| some 
| Biltmore for 


Hollywood Restaurant 


(NEW YORK) 


Adding new talent to a holdover 
show which retains Jack Waldron, 
Iris Adrian, Jean Landis, Del Casino | 
and the girls, Joe Moss’ upstairs re- 
treat on Broadway, an establishment 
that weathered the prohibish years 
and since repeal has managed to 
maintain its b.o. draught, is now 
headlining Josephine Huston. Miss | 
Huston (New Acts) opened Wednes- | 
day night (20) on a four weeks’ en- 
gagement, but might or should be| 
held longer than that. 

Miss Huston cut some ice at the 
swank Versailles and has filled pic- 
ture house stage dates here and} 
there. A soprano who is not only 
gifted with a well trained voice and 
technique but understands the finesse 
of showmanship, Miss Huston gains 
deserved attention She can swing 


| it and she can lay on the soprano to 


high notes to fit the requirements, 
but. unlike the average prima donna, 
she gives out a world of personality 
as she performs. Among other things. 
Miss Huston, who was to have gone 
into the Schumann-Heink picture} 
which was called off due to the opera 
singer’s death, is a looker. Follow- 
ing Belle Baker into the Hollywood, 
Miss Huston closes the show as Miss | 
Baker did. In re-arranging the pro- 
duction, the Ziegfeld number, re- 
tained because it is too costly to 


farther up front to permit for the 
which precedes Miss Huston. The 
girls, on rollers, play a brief hockey 
game. But in the college thing, what 
happened to Haryard? | 

In addition to the headliner, new | 
talent includes Rufe Davis, who has | 
been around with his hillbilly guitar- | 
ing and singing for some time; the | 
ballroom dance team of Eddie and | 
Marion Olan, and Ada _ Leonard, 
stripper, all of whom are considered 
under New Acts. Miss Leonard was 
added while Belle Baker was here 
and marks another step in the direc- 
tion of Minskying up the night clubs. | 
The Nolans are fair and Davis proves 
a novelty. Latter, when caught, was 
either suffering from a faulty p.a. 
system or was not gauging his voice | 
right for the mike. 

Strength of the show, aside from 
Miss Huston, lies largely in what has 
been held over. De! Casino jis liable | 
to be grabbed up by the Hollywood | 
talent trappers one of these days. He | 
has a lot of personality, a good voice 
and ought to screen well. Char. 


BOWMAN ROOM 
(HOTEL BILTMORE, N. Y.) 


Horace Heidt’s orchestra is unique 
annals through its general 
long-reputed 
now, with recent 
trends, it shows acumen and pro- 
gressiveness in that Heidt hasn't per- 
mitted the parade to pass him by. 
That he’s fully conscious of this the 
maestro-m.c. frankly voices by re- 
calling that whereas he formerly had 
a versatile bunch of bandmen, came 
radio and he found that he had to 
also have musicians basically. 
The dramatis personae of the fol- 
lowing specialists looks more like an 
Equity than an A.F.M. outfit: Bob 
McCoy, basso; Lysbeth Hughes, so- 
prano and singing harpist; King Sis- 
ters (4), vocalists; Alyce King and 
Yvonne King in solos; Larry Cotton, 
tenor; Art Thorsen, vocal comedian; 
Jerry Bowne and Dick Morgan, more 
comedy specialists; the Glee Club 
(8); Charles Goodman, baritone; Al- 
vino Rey, electrical guitar special- 
ist; a trumpeting trio for solo inter- 
ludes; Ernie Posoja, trombone virtu- 


| headlinet 


|or beasts are among his 


versa- | 
radio | 


| 
| 





oso; Bernie Mattinson, traps special- 
ist: Burton Pierce, dancer. 

In between the dance sets each, | 
some or all of ‘em do entre-acte solos 
so that there’s nary a lull. That's 
been the keynote of Heidt’s routine 
since opening at the Hotel Biltmore’s | 
Bowman Room (the old grill or Sup- | 
per Room as it was called when Paul | 
Whiteman held forth here), and biz} 
has been on the climb since. So 
much so that Bowman’s new contract 
for Heidt, running until April, 1938, 
almost consecutively, save for a few.’ 
weeks in and out to break things up, 
constitutes something of a hotel rec- 
ord. 

Heidt’s emphasis on the basic 
musicianship is due to his Alemite 
radio show. Some of the tinpanalley- | 
ites aver that Alemite must share 
of the musical nut with the 
exploitation reasons, 
because it does appear that the 
hostelry is overboard on its dansapa- | 
tion budget. But, on the other hand, 
the Biltmore never saw so many cus- 
tomers in its grillroom before or 


| since the Whiteman engagements, in- 


dicating that the hotel realizes it 
must go on the nut for an attraction 
to do business. | 

All of this musical roadshow par- 
ticipates in the Alemite commercials | 
Monday nights. On the cafe floor, | 
Bob McCoy, the basso, and Lysbeth | 
Hughes, harpiste-soprano, distinguish | 
themselves with their vocal duets, | 
and also in solo, The King Sisters | 
are all personable and modern. Alyce | 
and Yvonne featuring in the solo 
standouts. Burton Pierce is built up | 
by Heidt as an Astairesque con- 
tender, which is a tough send-in to} 
follow, but hes quite competent on 
the taps. 


The specialty numbers are all! 


showmanly primed and ponent 
The business with the diminutive 


NEW 


ACTS 





JOSEPHINE HUSTON 
Singing 
15 Mins. 
Hollywood Rest., N. Y. 

Josephine Huston, who has played 
various picture house dates, and less 
than a year ago appeared at the 
East Side Versailles, comes to the 
Hollywood Restaurant on a four- 
weeks’ engagement well equipped to 
meet the demands made upon her. 
While not going in for the rowdier 
type of stuff, she has a voice and 
personality, plus showmanship, that 
commands plenty of attention and 
respect. 

Miss Huston has a better-trained 
soprano of high range than the ordi- 
nary nitery expects from its singing 
She can put steam behind it, 
as demanded, or she can swing it, | 
such as with a number like ‘It’s De- 


artists. 


lovely.’ In all of Miss Huston’s | 
work, an ingratiating personality fig- 
ures strongly. 

When caught the Hollywood's 


opened with ‘You Are My | 
Lucky Star,’ followed by a Russian 
fantasy which combines two num- 
bers, one characteristic of the old} 
Russia of the Czars, the other of the | 
new. Miss Huston’s vigorous soprano | 
comes into play on the Russian num- | 
ber. ‘I’ve Got You Under My Skin’ | 
is sung more as a ballad, while 
‘Goodnight, My Love’ is done straight 
as well as how a mother would lul-| 
laby it to a child. In the closer, 
Miss Huston injects a lot of feeling. | 
Char. 


RUFE DAVIS 

Hillbilly Singing 

8 Mins. 

Hollywood Rest., N. Y. 

Rufe Davis is a familiar hillbilly 
personality and probably has been | 
around for a while, but up to now} 
has escaped the New Act files. 

Working alone and at 
Davis does songs and imitations of | 
rural flavor, but no barnyard fowls | 

imitations. | 
He specializes rather in how an air- | 
plane sounds and does a stubborn | 
outboard motor, latter 


| 


as a closer. | 
Davis hillbillies ‘I'll Never Leave | 
Old Dixieland Again’ and ‘Mamma 
Don't Allow No Music In Here’ suit- | 
ably, but when caught either Davis | 
wasn’t putting enough steam behind | 
his voice or the P. A. system here 
wasn’t picking it up right. He’s a 
novelty for a floor show. Char. 





rr 
band instruments; the ‘Building a 
Band’ routine (one 


are surefire sight and sound stuff. 
Considering the a la carte dinner 
scale, by no means 


Heidt’s bullish biz. when 


b.o. for Bowmai:. Abel. 
JACK DEMPSEY’S | 
(MIAMI) | 


Miami, Jan. 25. | 
With the acquisition of a nitery | 
license, this spot has put in a fair to 
middling show that features Terry 
Lawlor, a little girl with a big voice. 
Miss Lawlor sings long and loud in a 
manner that pleases, but she’d do | 
better to work without the aid of a} 
mike. | 
Her selection of numbers is good | 
and her voice faultless, and if she'd | 
toss the contrivance away her effort | 
would be much more effective. | 
Another’ vocalist. 
capitalizes on a sweet personality | 
and does okay with her warbling. | 
Beck, Melton and Beck, a trio of | 


Ruth Terry, | 


hard-working funsters, sing and/! 
clown in a madcap manner that} 
bangs over to the trade. Howard | 


Brooks, a talkative exponent of leg- | 


| erdermain, does a neat turn. 


Music is by Gus Steck and _ his or- 
chestra. Thom. 


| meticulously and work in the 


a mike, } 


| along with other niteries. 


of Heidt’s best | 
‘production’ numbers) and the others | 
lit her 
| mike, is nothing *h. 
pop priced, | € much 
caught | 
|Thursday night, evidences beaucoup | 


| 
| 


with the policy of keeping the cloth- 
| ing low on the girls, something that 


MARIO and FLORIO 


Dancers 

10 Mins. 

Waldort-Astoria, N. ¥. (Sert Koom) 
Mario and Florio have been 

| around, but are first acquiring that 

big league polish and savoir faire 

which distinguishes the top terp 

teams of the country. Sole short- 


coming is a predilection for overdo- 
ing it. Six numbers (three regular, 
a routine encore, and two extra re- 
calls) are too much. 

Team reminds a bit of the Veloz 
and Yolanda style of smoothness and 
finish. Florio, however, is a brick- 
top and Mario of the Latin vintage. 
Make a dandy appearance, dress 
ultra 
manner. 

With the string band (LeBaron’s) 
for the backup, it makes for a good 
presentation. Their No. 2 number, 
the tango, is outstanding; ditto ‘Make 


| Believe,’ the fox (third) number, 
with ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ for 


the encore. Then follow the extra 
two sessions, slower-tempoed, of 
course, and perforce anti-climactic. 
In toto, Mario and Florio are go- 
ing places. Abel. 


KDDIE and MAKIUN NULAN 


Dancing 
6 Mins. 
Hollywood Rest., N. Y. 
The Nolans, possibly a_ brother- 


sister act, are both very youthful and 
zestful, but as yet their dancing 
hasn’t reached the peak. Their ma- 
terial is best fitted for floor shows of 
the Hollywood caliber, but with 
work and expansion it is possible the 
Nolans will develop nicely. 

Two numbers comprise the stint 
at the Hollywood, 
ballroom type of exhibition and a 
fast, flashy one-step. No adagio is 
attempted, but the impression pre- 
vails that both the Nolans have had 
acrobatic schooling. 

Appearances are all that may be 
desired. Char, 


ADA LEONARD 
Strip-'lease 
5 Mins. 


| Hollywood Rest., N. Y. 


Ada Leonard is the first stripper per 
se to come into the Hollywood which 
is getting on the burlesk bandwagon 
A looker, 
Miss Leonard quickens the pulse of 
the visiting firemen with her strip- 
tease, offered subtly, but in front of 
effort at song, aided by a 
Her diction 
is rather bad. 

Miss Leonard doesn’t go so far in 
her peeling as to contrast sharply 


has obtained here for years. Thus 
it’s no shocker to the club’s fans, 
though a novelty, Char, 








ALWAYS WORKING 


WHITEY 
ROBERTS 


Eastern Reps.: 
IRVING CHARINOFF - HARRY FLAMM 


Western Reps.: 
THOS. J, BURCHILL - FRED ROSENTHAL 
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THORNTON 

















ROSITA 


HELD OVER SECOND 


ROSITA ORTEGA 
Dancing 
6 Mins. 
Music Hall, N. Y. 


Rosita Ortega, recently on the 


of the world as part of a 
motif, is right in her line. 


for most requirements of niteries 
here. 
guished by good technique. 


that goes with Hispanic hoofery. 





Star of “Revenge with Music” 


AMERICA’S FOREMOST SPANISH DANCER 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL, NEW YORK 


—— “Char” in Variety, Jan. 20, said 


pears in her first theatre engagement of the No. 1 stage show house 

presentation 
Miss Ortega’s repertoire, however, quit« 
probably includes other than Spanish dancing, making her suitable 


Two numbers, both very flashy, represent Miss Ortega’s stint 
Appearing at two different points in solos, backed by pro- 
duction displays, her numbers are similarly Spanish, but distin- 
Miss Ortega makes an impressive 
appearance and injects into her dancing much of the vivaciousness 


ORTEGA 


WEEK (January 21) 
“SURE-FIRE MATERIAL.” —> 


| ‘ 
floor at 


the Rainbow Room, ap 


which, being Spanish in 


or theatres. 


She is surefire material. Char. 








Direction: 





TOM O'CONNELL, Palace Theatre 


Bidg., N. Y. C. 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


The Roxy has a big show this— 
and next, and probably a _ third— 
week, both stage and _= screen. 
Fanchon & Marco justly figured that 
with the meritorious feature, ‘3 
Smart Girls’ (U), and its holdover 
potentialities, no need to cheat—that 
it would be wiser to pile up the 
values in both departments. 

Screen feature at 86 minutes; stage 
presentation’s 50 minutes, plus the 
usual celluloid hors d'’ouvres and 
trailers, it's the usual three-hour 
marathon again, but okay in every 
respect. 

Borrah Minevitch topping the stage 
show comes in on the heels of ‘One 
in a Million’ (20th), wherein the 
comedian-harmonica virtuoso was a 
favorable component. This, there- 
fore, makes the booking a natural 
and immediately takes Minevitch, a 
vet vaudevillian, out of the variety 
trouping category into the more dis- 
tinguished ‘personal appearance’ 
class. Fine as the distinction may 
be, there is a difference, and some- 
how it interprets itself both in salary 
values and audience values. The 
economic phase is up to Minevitch— 
excepting that instead of just being 
a crack act, as heretofore, he now 
assumes the aura of an ‘attraction’— 
but from the audience reception it 
inspired a greater enthusiasm such 
as Minevitch and his Harmonica 
Rascals probably never enjoyed be- 
fore. 

Current Roxy is show biz—note- 
worthy, also, along the lines of 
where has vaudeville gone? It’s 
certainly gone into pictures (filmu- 
sicals) and niteries, so much so that 
all are interchangeable more than 
ever. 

Thus, one sees Enrica and Novello, 
ballroomologists from the Hollywood 
restaurant and the hotels and cafes 
of the land,. now doing their terps 
in tails and Maggyrouffs, on the 
Roxy rostrum. Acrobats like Park 
and Clifford are equally at home on 
the Roxy stage and in the soignee 
environment of the Hotel Ritz-Carl- 
ton’s (N.Y.) Crystal Gardens. Mine- 
vitch goes frem here to the Club 


Versailles, N.Y., starting Thurs- 
day (28). 
The F&M-Jack Partington-Gae 


Foster presentation in toto is ultra 


this week, Atmosphere is Cuban, 
which means that the versatile Fos- 
ter gals shake their maracas to 


rhumba, tango, conga and son-foxtrot 
tempos. And how they do it! 

Violeta and Rosita Velero, seem- 
ingly mccoy senoritas, set the pace, 
vocally, with ‘Hot Tamales,’ ‘Cuca- 
racha, etc. Eleanore Knight fills in 
with taps. Enrica and _ Novello’s 
Latinesque terps are tops, particu- 
larly that concluding, oddly- 
rhythmed tune, long a standard with 
them. They’ve an odd hold, she sit- 
ting on his hip, and while The Hart- 
mans of ‘Red, Hot and Blue’ and the 
Iridium Room (St. Regis) have 
devastatingly travestied this type of 
terping, as Enrica and Novello do it 
+straight—it’s quite compelling. 

Minevitch and his Rascals are at- 
tired as hybrid Mexican cowboys. 
Minevitch plays everything for laffs, 
a corking idea, landing on the com- 
edy, but well supporting himself 
with the nine boys’ unique harmon- 
ics on the harmonicas. Their Ravel’s 
‘Bolero’ was a hand-to-hand music- 
getter. Abel. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 22. 

It's Fats Waller who bows out 
flesh at WB’s deluxer for few weeks, 
house going back to straight films 
after this attraction fades. Bookers 
on both ends can take a curisy for 
this bill, for the incongruity of 
Waller on the stage and Lily Pons 
on screen in ‘Girl From Paris’ 
(RKO) is the sort of thing that pro- 
duces b.o. yodels. From the looks 
of things this afternoon, that’s going 
to be particularly so, for despite 
heavy rain, flood threat and a few 
other disturbances, lower floor was 
comfortably filled at first show and 
balcony had its share. 

First time for Waller on stage 
here, although he’s played one-night 
dance stands here at sepia ballroom 
and has always packed them, What's 
more, he’s always attracted crowds 
of white onlookers and that fact, as 
much as anything else, resulted in 
the Stanley date. 

Mastadonic maestro’s three-quar+ 


ters of an hour sizzles from start to} 


finish, but somebody should wise 
Waller up on a few of the stage 
niceties. That business of drying 
his’ armpits with a kerchief at the 
end of his first solo is bad taste of 
the worst sort and he should elimi- 
nate most of his torso swinging. 
That’s okay with some of the boys, 
but Waller isn’t the type and makes 
it look ugly. 

But aside from these personal 
shortcomings, the Waller turn goes 
to town, and the Steinwayist chops 
off a lion’s share of the palm stuff 
for himself. Has his piano well- 
spotted near front center of stage 
and the spotlight smartly catches 
those pudgy fingers of his fiving 
over tne keyboard. Fellow has. so 
much on the ball it’s a shame he 


' gets off on-wrong foot. 


Band itself is a crack outfit and 
their black and blue swing rhythms 
are sharply defined, with Waller 
emp/tasizing the corking brass sec- 
tion when he isn’t pianologing on 
his »wn. Only two members of ork 
he features are Al Washington and 
Ery nett Matthews. Former is a 

-who 


dy Wott 


holds a note until’ 


——— i 


his blood vessels are ready to burst, 
while Matthews is the drummer who 
juggles the sticks in the whirlwind 
fashion common to the drummer- 
boy specialties. Nothing particu- 
larly original, but he does it with a 
lot of showmanship. 

For specialists, Waller has only 
two acts—one more, by the way, 
might not hurt—and both cracker- 
jack. Sole femme in unit is Myra 
Johnson, a first-rate torcher who 
whoops it up with contagious en- 
thusiasm. Gal puts over a song as 
if she’s getting the biggest kind of a 
kick out of it herself and audiences 
contract the fever. She did three 
numbers and mob yelled for more. 
Other turn is hoofing duo of 
Chuck and Chuckles, standard two- 
man team, and smartly mixing their 
stock footwork with some _ smart 
comedy. One of ’em does a swell 
Stepin Fetchit, but that’s become too 
common among the dusky  per- 
formers, and anyway lads should re- 
member that no matter how good 





the mimicry is, a ‘Fetchit’ can slow | 
down the best routine. And that it; 
does here, just as it has done for a| 
couple of other recent visitors. Wal- | 
ler, when he’s playing a bill alone 
without any other stage support, 
could stand a bit more s.a. and an- 
other femme or two wouldn't hurt. 
Dave Broudy’s house ork has it 
soft for the temporary farewell. 
They’re in the pit and merely fade 
in and out briefly-at beginning and 
end of Waller’s presentation. Only 
other item on bill is Par newsreel, 
since show runs practically three 
hours as it is. Cohen. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Jan, 22. 
Appearance of Fred Waring’s 
Pennsylvanians on Earle stage this 
week offers nothing new to Philly 
audiences, but it serves to demon- 
strate once more that Waring’s out- 
fit is plenty okay. 

From opening note to last linger- 
ing toot, the show skims along with- 
out lapse in topnotch. entertainment. 
Entire group is manifestly skilled, 
numbers and orchestrations are ar- 
resting and smooth, boys are expe- 
rienced and well rehearsed and 
whole production has striking style. 
Even simplicity and dignity of 
staging is notable example of taste- 
ful showmanship. Bandstand, an 
unusually simple one, is_ silver- 
colored and has various levels. Back- 
drops carry out theme of severity, 
being plain and in mild colors. 
Lighting is excellent and uniforms 
of individual performers are well- 
designed and in spice and span condi- 
tion. Whole get-up is_ startling 
sight after some of the sloppy pro- 
ductions seen on _ various local 
stages in recent seasons. 

In a presentation of such uniform 
excellence it is difficult to single out 





particular bits. Waring’s so-called 
‘glee club’ proves itself just as good 
as in radio performances. Lads of- 
fer several numbers acceptably, get- 
ting in even more complicated busi- 
ness with lights on darkened stage 
than shown here previously. 
Johnny Davis, Poley McClintock 
and one of lads on stand contribute 
plenty of slapstick clowning, much 
of which is familiar and all of which 
is funny. Charles Newman, unfa- 
miliar to local audiences, does show- 
manship harmonica job on Ravel’s 
‘Bolero’ and Larry. Collins, another 
recent recruit, gets off some in- 
credible trills on tromboning of 
‘Dark Eyes.’ 
Priscilla Lane is becomingly cos- 
tumed for animated tap session on 
“Honeysuckle Rose.’ She has attrac- 
tive stage manner. Followed by 
sister Rosemary, also  fetchingly 
togged, also engagingly mannered, 
to use nice voice to capital advan- 
tage on ‘Something in the Air,’ fol- 
lowed by sockeroo edition of ‘Kid in 
Three-Cornered Pants,’ amusing 
comedy song with neatly staged 
flash finish. Rosemary has all tricks 
of stage singing, with skill of hiding 
them, and she knows value of a 
song’s lyrics. Waring’s accompani- 
ments shrewdly point up her act. 
Show runs 55 minutes and had 
opening audience insistently de- 
mandirg continuation. Film is ‘Mind 
Your Own Business’ (Par). Busi- 
ness good Hobe. 


AMBASSADOR, ST. L. 


St. Louis, Jan. 22. 
J Perkins, back in his oid 
dig*ins for an indefinite stay as m.c., 


jis cur .at Ambassador and to- 
gether th Leo Carrillo, Loretta 
Lee, radio. songster and George By- 
ron, newstator and singer, constitutes 


a four-star show that almost filled 
house Friday night despite bad 
weather, 

It has been three years since Per- 
kins appeared here, but still a strong 
click. In and out of the show all the 
time, and always entertaining. 

Carrillo, using Mex. makeup and 
costume, kids natives about local 
subjects. Also gags with Perkins 
effectively. 

Loretta Lee is right up with Per- 
kins and Carrillo with her warbling 
of ‘The Basin Street Blues,’ ‘Pennies 
From Heaven,’ ‘Hold That Tiger.’ 

Show opens with George Byron, 
house warbler, doing his usual news- 
tator stint and then intros Perkins, 
who starts a fast tempo that never 
lets down until the finale. A special 
arrangement of ‘Chapel in the Moon- 
light’ is sung nicely by Byron. 

‘More Than a Secretary’ (Col) on 
screen. Biz nice considering. atro- 
cious weather, Un, 








Wintergarten, Berlin 


Berlin, Jan, 14. 

No after-the-holiday slump biz, 
with the Polish National Ballet from 
Warsaw headlining. With accent on 
the eccentric and comic, their num- 
bers are especially well adapted to 
vaude. Laurels are carried off by 
Zizi Halama, solo dancer at the War- 
saw Opera, and her partner, Felix 
Parnell, who is also director of the 
troupe. 

Opening number begins with an 
extract from the film, Abschieds- 
walzer,’ playing Chopin's etude in A 
minor. This is taken up by the house 
orch as the curtain rises on a wed- 
ding scene a la traditfonal ballet. 

Hanka Ordon, billed as a diseuse, 
tries to keep the audience from fall- 
ing asleep between numbers, but 
falls flat in the first two attempts, 
due to dull material. Only with her 
third appearance does one begin to 
sit up. And her closing number, ‘Si 
Petite,’ is a real sock. With her 
slinky, hipless figure and duds which 
make every woman in the audience 
envious, this Pole could pack them in 
anywhere. She can certainly plant a 
song once she gets going. 

Program was planned for varia- 
tion, including a modernistic number. 
However, the ballet is at its best in 
the perky and grotesque. 

Roulette Trio opens the bill, doing 
heavyweight stuff nonchalantly, toss- 
ing leaden wheels on to pikes and 
poles. Safe number one act. 

Berny, Frenchman, has a lot of 
ginger and juggles a mean ball. His 
closing attraction, done in a spot with 
blue racket and balls of an iridescent 
material which gives the effect of 
glass, over well. 

Teuber Marionettes present theatre 
within theatre. Five little acts are 
given, dotted with bits of comedy. 
Got a nice hand. 

Torrence and Victoria, swell-look- 
ing figures in black tights, keep the 
folks on pins and needles with their 
air-dental balances. Working up in 
the flies, Victoria does the whirl— 
and a long one. Big applause. 

Willi Schaefers, w.k. Berlin m.c., 
and his company in a series of black- 
outs. Being very popular around 
these parts, Willi goes over big, but 
his gags are pretty bewhiskered. 
Four Fellers, tight-rope act work- 
ing with standard Japanese parasols, 
do the usual stuff till the last num- 
ber, when the young boy, tossed high 
into the air from a springboard, lands 
squarely on father’s shoulder, who is 
balancing on the rope. Slick. 

Trio Cairoli, musical clowns, after 
pulling the wheeze of being there 
only to annoy the straight man with 
collapsible instruments, make ’em sit 
up and take notice when they get 
down to work. High spot of the act 
is juggling four guitars while play- 
ing an uninterrupted melody. These 
boys will pull in biz. 

Medrano Sisters close the first half 
with their equestrian act, doing a 
galloping pyramid, bridge and pole 
balance. Girls are lookers, and carry 
off their difficult stunts with ease. 








EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 

Matters of state and things, which, 
directly or indirectly, are of govern- 
mental concern, feature the week’s 
grist from the newsreel mills as 
culled for display by the Embassy 
management. Coverage of the presi- 
dential inauguration in Washington 
was more than ample, an inspiring 
short reel on the ceremonies being 
provided by Pathe. Although ob- 
tained under unsatisfactory condi- 
tions, the inaugural having been 
dulled by a steady rain, the nega- 
tive secured by the Pathe crew is 
probably the best that the Embassy 
received. 

Pathe, always partial to the ad- 
ministration, does the job to a nice 
turn, and, in the photography, the 
camera work is so good that the 
pouring rain is effectively visible to 
drops. As the Pathe narrator aptly 
puts it, pene in the theatres are 
seeing the inaugural better than 
those who lined curbs in Washing- 
ton. At one point Roosevelt is heard 
to quietly say: ‘Give the movie men 
a chance.’ 

After the parade to the Capitol, 
the oath, highlights of the President’s 
address and the ride to the White 
House, with more parading, Pathe 
brings its inaugural special to a 
close by citing the many problems 
the administration faces in the next 
four years. This portion of the clip 
is very cleverly produced, with 
double-exposure and other flashes 
suggesting the problem: of neutral- 
ity, national defense, disaster, farm- 
ing, unemployment, strikes, etc. 

With the current show inclining to 
governmental problems, wars, etc., 
the inaugural gives way to Uni- 
versal’s cheerless record of WPA 
marchers who, converging on Wash- 
ington, are demanding a billion or 
more in relief. 

The 7%-hour cross-country flight 
by Howard Hughes brings into focus 
the government’s concern over air 
safety and introduction of a bill by 
Senator Copeland for an appropria- 
tion to provide adequate measures 
to meet the danger. The Senator 
says a few words about his bill and 
Par cuts in a few feet of the latest 
California crackup in which, among 
others, Martin Johnson was a vic- 
tim. A survivor of the crash tells 
about it. Howard Hughes, when 
being interviewed, proved a very 
ny camera subject. 

ot much was obtained by any of 





the reels on the automobile workers’ 
strike, which also has official Wash- 





ington a little disturbed. All that 
came through was a few feet from 
Pathe photographing arrival of 
guardsmen in Flint and a shot of 
men attending a conference on the 
matter in Lansing. Current floods 
are also sparsely covered, there being 
in evidence here only a couple shots 
of an inundated town in Missouri. 
In addition to the usual concern of 
Washington about such problems as 
floods because of the relief prob- 
lem, Secretary of State Hull this 
week briefly bears on efforts that 
are being made in connection with 
the Spanish war. 

Par comes through with a good 
clip on Spain, sending in some ex- 
cellent shots of ruins and dead as 
well as building of barricades in 
Madrid with children helping. Bert 
Acosta, who enlisted in Spain’s loyal- 
ist air force, is accosted and says a 
few words, but nothing of any im- 
portance. Trotsky reaches Mexico 
and is photographed at close range, 
but, for once, the Emb has nothing 
from the reels on the Orient. For- 


|eign affairs, bunched by Fox, include 


visit to North Africa of a French 
notable, Cardinal Daugherty’ in 
Rome, funeral of Archduke Fred- 
erick of Hungary and work on a new 
English battleship. Russian tank and 
other war maneuvers in Russia are 
forwarded by Par. The night scenes 
were beautifully shot. Princess Juli- 
ana’s wedding in Holland was looked 
upon by Pathe cameras, announcer 
saying this is the first royal splicing 
of any importance to ever be filmed. 

There are some minor sports items 
and two short sessions with Lew 
Lehr. In the doghouse club clip 
Lehr is-affecting a very different 
accent, while the negative on the 
large Italian family has him doing 
Italian. Not a-single News of the 
Day clip this week. 

January issue of March of Time 
(RKO) fills out the show. 

Business Friday night fair. , 

ar. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Jan. 22. 

Third trot on the-Hipp’s hickory 
planks in nine months for N, T. G. 
(Nils T. Granlund) revue. Cur- 
rently N. T. G. has a new lineup. 
First house opening day had ’em 
standing upstairs and down. Pic is 
‘More Than Secretary’ (Col). Re- 
ception accorded Granlund and his 
show definitely arrowed what en- 
kindled the b.o. blaze. 

Show is same old idea but flock 
of faces and figgers are fresh. Last 
trip in he had the Three Slate Bros. 
Now trouping the Three Sailors. 
Lads meander in and out of show, 
and up early have their own niche 


for bulk of their act. One of the 
very first trios to develop the 
knockabout-threesome antics. that 


so popularized itself a few years ago, 
Sailors have always remained a bit 
up on their contemporaries in their 
particular phase of art. They’ve got 
more finesse and more original ideas. 
They slammed over like a Lou 
Gehrig line drive. 

Granlund’s gang of gals are in two 
classes, show-girl strutters and 
talent. Formerly carried only talent 
when appearing here. Show girls are 
the expected eye-glisteners, both as 
to phizzes and figgers. They pirouette 
on the planks twice, once in swim 
suits, later in classy clothes on a 
tie-in with local merchant. The 
beauts are Charlotte Hiteman, Mar- 
garet Murphy. Betty Van Auken, 
Bonnie Claire, Colette Francis, 
Hazel Grace, Christine Maple. One, 
Betty Reeves, skedded to appear, 
was out. with an infected tootsie. 

On talent side, Vera Fern has acro- 
contortion caper to jazzed rendition 
of ‘Tales from Hoffman,’ an odd 
selection. Betty Keane is a buck 
dancer with a ripping sense of 
rhythm: does the first honest-to- 
gosh Suzie-Q strut yet glimmed here. 

Chickie Dodge stooges for the 
Sailors and takes a rapid ribbing 
from Granlund as a comedy start- 
off, then winds up with sizzling s. 
and di, There’s an_ unidentified 
blonde looker who taps. Sonya Kat- 
larskaya gets a big buildup from 
Granlund, but lives up to the gush- 
ing intro, with her blues-bawling of 
a Gypsy lament in native tongue. 

Wally and Verdyn Stapleton are 
a very attractive youthful pair who 
can excellently execute boy-and- 
belle tap routines. Show the As- 
taire influence in their work, but 
there is decidedly no _ imitating. 
Earl, Jack and Betty, skating act, 
closes with the usual laugh levy 
when couple auditors are induced up. 
from audience for a giddy whirl. Fat 
femme plant is on finally in the 
madhouse. 

This is the best of the three Gran- 
lund exhibits. Played with pit orc 
ensconced on rostrum; set supposed 
to approximate a nite club. Bert. 


FRESH BANKROLL 


Al Stewart, wealthy sportsman, 
has gone into the nitery business 
as a partner in the Chesapeake 
House on Park avenue, N. Y. 

He has purchased a 50% interest 
in the establishment. 


ETHEL WATERS TO FRISCO 


San Francisco, Jan. 26. 
Ethel Waters will bring her all- 
colored unit to the Golden Gate 
theatre here early in February. 
Golden Gate is the only picture 
house in San Francisco using stage 
shows. 











———e 
STATE, N. Y. 


Major Bowes was not th 
will he be” last, to e 
known talent’ There h 
number of others who h 
comfortable living from that in th 
past few years. Among whom 
Benny Davis is not to be forgottey. ” 

‘Stardust Revue,’ Davis calls his 
unit, which is as good a name a 
any. He ought to change it, though, 
this time. Because his current con. 
gregation of youngsters is so much 
better than any group he’s had in 
the past as to possibly belong in a 
new groove. Many of the trimmings 
are annoying, a lot of the material js 
reminiseent, the general lines are 
distinctly on parallels—but jt’s a 
good unit, it’s good vaude, it adds up 
to a good time for the audience. 

As for the star-dust business 
well, maybe. Who can tell? It 
pends on so many things. Thus for 
instance, there’s a young man named 
Robert Baxter in the act, a baritone 
and Davis plugs him so hard that 
it’s obvious he thinks Baxter is the 
nuts. Actually Baxter has a pretty 
strong baritone voice. But he uses 
it so fortissimo, and he is so ob- 
viously in need of polish and train- 
ing that it is very possible that when 
he gets that polish and training the 
inclination (or the ability) for the 
fortissimo will be gone. 


On the other hand, there’s a young 
woman billed as Vera Niva who 
Davis thinks is a singer. Well, she 
is, and not a bad one. But if any- 
one ever takes a film test of her, 
and if that film test should show 
her to have anywhere near the same 
amount of personality on the screer 
as she projects over the foots—why, 
then, Vera Niva might as well forget 
all about singing. Except as a side 
issue. The young woman has strong 
Hollywood potentialities - although 
cameras, sometimes, do funny things, 
and that’s an out for this reviewer, 
in case. Miss Niva has been around 
in the nite clubs. 


Also there’s a girl, Mickey Braatz, 
who dances pretty well and juggles 
a bit at the same time. She, too, is 
from the N. Y. niteries. An okay 
novelty, but is that star-dust? And 
Rosamonde is a pretty good ac- 
cordion player. And Shirley Rust 
is a well-trained tapper. Paul Regan 
is a mimic of a cut slightly above 
usual. His voice manipulations are 
extra keen and his ear is sharp, even 
if the facial alignments are not as 
good as they might be. Three Shoe- 
Shine Boys are okay colored hoofers 
of the familiar type. 

Shea and Raymond also are not 
youngsters, in the strict sense of the 
word. They’ve been around for 
years and are now about as standard 
as vaude acts get these days. But 
plenty okay. Also the Manhattan- 
ites, who somehow don’t pass as 
‘youngsters.’ A bit too sophisticated 
and obviously experienced for that 
kind of billing. Two boys and a 
girl in singing and a piano. Very 
good, but not too good for a stage, 
In niteries they ought to click. 

That’s the unit and its okay from 
a mixing standpoint, including all 
the necessary elements. With Davis 
himself adding a bit of staccato the- 
atricals by singing a few lines from 
his old song hits. After all, he is a 
songwriter, and that’s his stock in 
trade. Only trouble is that on the 
night caught the unit ran a bit over 
an hour and had followed two full- 
length vaude acts. And Davis sing- 
ing his tunes at that stage of the 
game, to close the show after an 
hour and a half (plus a film, short, 
etc.) seemed stretching it some. 
Show is badly in need of scissoring. 

Up ahead of the unit are two good 
regulation vaude acts. Rector and 
Doreen, fine acrobatic turn, move 
with precision to their desired ef- 
fects. Harry Burns is doing his 
standard vaude act and gets his usual 
amount of laughs. The Italian 
comic is surefire vaude stuff. Lately 
he’s been in and out of Hollywood 
film chores. 

Picture is ‘Pennies from Heaven’ 
(Col) and biz, last show, Friday 
night, meant the use of ropes. Kauf. 


TOWER, K. C. 
Kansas City, Jan. 22. 

Nice bill this week, with Rex 
Weber, ventriloquist-singer, doing 
the high scoring. Show runs 50 
minutes and could stand a 10-minute 
clip. There’s plenty of variety, with 
a production number adding the ‘one 
sour note. 

Acts, with exception of Weber, are 
not sufficiently built up by Ted Cook, 
m.c. Chandu, in fact, comes on cold 
as the curtain raiser. He is assisted 
throughout by the line, which is all 
that saves him. Magician works 
dumb. The-mob grabs the continuity 
from cards hoisted by the gals. His 
tricks are pretty shoddy. He has 
the usual ducks and rabbit. 

Rex Weber’s ventriloquial work 
gets over in nice style. Pulls a lot 
of dead-pan stuff and is garbed in 
comic get-up. He has an okay set 
of pipes, which don’t need the trick 
delivery to get him across. His top 
number is the old ‘Brother Can You 
Spare a Dime?’ 

Two Step-Sons, colored tappers, 40 
some weak hoofing and challense 
work, They follow Chandu. A 
couple of pooches walk off with the 
Edison and Louise turn. One of 
the pups howls ‘Sweet Adeline’ and 
gets plenty of guffaws. Edison an 
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NEXT WEEK, Feb. 1 
THIS WEEK, Jan. 25 


show, whether full or split week 
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Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of | 























RKO 
ALBANY Jane Withers 
Keith’s (29) Great Gretonas 
Glorified Follies CINCINN ATI 
Easton & Odette Keith's (29) 
BOSTON Comique Continent’l 


Keith’s (28) 
Carroll's Mardi Gras 
(21) 
Barri Girls 
Hayes 
Nilsson 


Bebe 
Georgia 
Walter 
Stanley 2 
Bredwins 
Rachel Carlay 
Al Trahan 
CHICAGO 
Palace (29) 
Elida Ballet 
Emilee Adreon 
Stevens Sis 
Buck & Bubbles 
James Melton 
Yacopi Tr 
(22) 
Mattison’s Rhythms 
Mediey & Dupree 
Moore & Revel 


(22) 

Major 
Watson Sis 

CLEVELANI 

Keith's (<9) 

G White's 

(22) 


Keith's 
G White's 
SCHENECTAI 


(22) 


Barney 
Ross & 


Rapp 0 
Bennett 


Keith's 
Duthers 
Embassy Boys 
Sid Marion 
Salieci Puppets 





Bowes Co 


yY 


Keith's (28-30) 


re 


(29-1) 
Jean & J 


Scandals 


Marden’'s Riviera Co 
COLUMBUS 


Scandals 


Ford Marshall & J 
TROY 





Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (29) 


Jack Seymour Rev 
Frazee Sis 

3 Bredwins 

F Lightner & R 

J Lunceford Orc 


WASHINGTON 


Capitol 
| Honey Fam 
toss 
Holm & 
Harry 


Jarret 


Wyse Jr C 


(29) 


o 
t 


Burns Co 





Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 


Paramount (27) 
Nat Brandwynne 
Hildegarde 
Duffins 


Radio Ramblers 
Paul Kirkland Co 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (29) 
Ray Noble Bad 
Sylvia Manon 

LePaul 
Lowe Hite & 8S 
CHICAGO 
Chicage (29) 
Veloz & Yolanda 


Co 


Eleanor Sherry 
7 Loria Bros 

Caligary Bros 
6 Canestrellys 


Worth (29) 
Dave Apollon 
MONTREAI 
Loew's (29) 
Carol Lloyd 
Ray & Harrisor 
Ruth Rice 
Laddie Lamont 
Colette & 
TORONTO 
Shea’s Hipp 





Barry 


FORT WORTH 


Ore 


Co 


LEYTONSTONE 
Rialto 
Mito 3 
Dickie Denton 3 
NEW CROSS | 
Kinema 
Michel & Hero 
Stan Stafford | 
Neuman, W & Y | 
OLD KENT ROAD 
Astoria | 
Harry Freyer Bd 
2 New Yorkers 
Chilton & Thomas | 
PECKHAM 
Palace 
Michel & Hero 
Stan Stafford 
Neuman, W & Y 
REGENT’S PARK 
Gaumont 
Dagenham Girl Co 
STREATHAM | 
Asteria 
Harry Freyer Bd 





Chilton 
Joe Petersen 


Vine, 
Delfont & 
On 


& Thomas 


Palace 
Moore & N 
Toko 
Wah 3 
TOTTENHAM 
COURT ROAD 

Paramount 
Anton Bd 


| Browning & Starr 
| Fred 


Bamberger 
Elsa & Elida 
TOOTING 
Granada 


On Wah 3 


Delfont & Toko 

Music Hall Boys 

WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 

4 Hermandad 

Dickie Denton 3 


Co as booked 





Provincial 





Week of 


BECKENHAM 
Royal 
Lucan & McShane 
3 Australian Boys 
Pat O'Brien 
K & J Winnon 
BELFAST 
Ritz 
Gonella’'s Georgians 
3 Loose Screws 
Harry Moore 
CAMBRIDGE 
Cinema 
Sanger’s Circus 
DIDSBURY 
Capitol 
Clapham & Dwyer 
Beryl Orde 
Fred Hudson 
8 Step Sis ” 
EASTBOU RNE 
Luxor 
Bower & Rutherf'rd 
Daley 3 
Jack Daley 
Desmond & Ray 
EDINBURGH 
Regent 
Ist half (25-27) 
Jack Lane 
2d half (28-30) 
Black's Dancers 
ELTHAM 
Palace 
Pantzer's Midgets 
Raymond Bennett 
Macdonald & Gr'h'm 


-Marion 


Jack 





Letty Kemble 
Josephine Houston 
Paul Barry 
Rhythm Kings 
Ada Leonard 
Demitri 

Karele & Andre 
Paul Remos 

2 Daveys 

Lennie Hayton Cre 


Ilotel Ambassador 
Dick Gasparre Or 
Cobina Wright 
Jack & June Blair 
Heather Haliday 
Robert Bard 

June Sillman 

Robt Reinhart 


Motel Astor 
Vincent Lopez Ore 


Fred Lowery 
Melba Melsing 
Emily Van Lvesen 


Chas Hoffman 
Stanley Worth 
Robert TLytell 
Fiorenzos 


Hutel Biltmore 


Horace Heidt Orc 
Lysbeth Hughes 
Bob McCoy 

A & Y King 
Larry Cotton 

Art Thorsen 


Jerry Bowne 
Dick Morgan 
Burton Pierce 


Hotel Commodore 


Mal HaHhett Ore 
Collette & Barry 
Teddy Grace 


Hote) Edison 


Bobby Hayes Ore 
Gypsy Lee 

Muriel Byrd 

Bob Berry 

Hotel Essex House 





Jan. 25 


Navarre 
Brent & Layne 

KINGS LYNN 

Majestic 

Tony Gerrard Co 
Bert Weston 
Jose & Juanita 
Arconas 


LUTON 
Alma 
E & D Waters 
Harrison Viney 
Liptonettes 


LEITH 
Capitol 
Ist half (25-27) 
Black's Dancers 
2d half (28-30) 
Lane 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 
Lee Donn 
Morris & Cowley 


Jay & Cullen 


Hope & Ray 
MAIDENHEAD 
Rialto 

Kiltie Juniors 

4 Darlings 

Holmes & Edwards 

Johnny Howard 

SOUTHEND 
Rivoli 

Leslies 

O'Shea & 


9 


Joan 








‘ p (29) GLASGOW Alexander 3 
Dale Winthrop L’tle Jack Little Or Paramount WINDSOR 
Gene Sheldon Barr & Estes Ohavo 2 Play house 
Rudi Grail Joe Arena Co “HASTINGS Kiltie Juniors 
DETROIT Al Verdi Co Regal 4 Darlings 
Michigan (29) Uptown (29) Pickard’s Co Holmes & Edwards 
Sol Grauman Co Mogul 2 Lindners Johnny Howard 
| : i 
Warner | Cabaret Bills 
PHILADELPHIA Oxford (4-6) 
Allegheny (1-3) 3 Deweys NEW YORK CITY 
3 Deweys |S erly Fea Bertolotti's Wen Talbert’s Choir 
Millard & Marlin (28-30) Rita Renaud Bahama Dancers 
as Boran Wolandis Carol Vance Arthur ae a 
on arat’y F* ei Mitiard & Marlin ran Craven Cab Calloway re 
Jack Seymour Co he pS Jimmy Whalen Ore Jack Dempsey’s 
(Three to fill) PITTSBURGH Bill’s Gay 90's Phil Romano Ore 


(28-30) 
Murand & Girton 
Anthony & Rogers 
Virginia Bacon Co 

Earle (29) 
‘Shooting High’ 


(22) 
Fred Waring’s Co 
Fox (29) 
Liazeed Arabs 
Buster Shaver 
Paul Draper 
(22) 
Dick Don & D 
Steve Evans 
Salici Puppets 
Nixon (28-30) 
Ann Suter Co 
Wells & 4 F 


Fats Waller O 


Earle (29) 
Keene 2, 
Paul Gerrits 

(22) 
Ken Murray 
Oswald 


3 DeLong Sis 
D&E Barstow 





Stanley (22) 


re 


Stanley (26-28) 
L'tle Jack Little Or 
WASHINGTON 
& L 


Harry Reser Bad 


Dixieland Jazz Bd 


Chuck & Chuckles 
UTICA 








Strand (2-4) 
(Two to fill) N T G Rev 
Independent 
CHICAGO Picard & Seal 


State Lake (23) 
5 Tip Top Girls 
White & Stanley 
Rex Weber z 
Edith Murray 
Stroud 2 

INDIANAPOLIS 
: Lyric (29) 
Your Hit Parade’ 
Helene Denizon 
Stewart & Martin 
Maidie & Ray 


ee 


Bill Huggins 
Urban Models 


Tower (29) 
Allen & Kent 
Paul Duke 
Croel & Allen 
Ted Cook 


MEMPHIS 





A B Mareus Co 


American Rockets 


KANSAS CITY, Mo. 


4 


Orpheum (23) 





London 





Week of Jan. 25 


Canterbury M. H. 
a Ist half 
Kam Tai 3 
94 & ‘Tubby 
«d half (28-20) 
Ernest Shannon 
Medlock & Marlowe 
Dominion 

Turner Layton 
M New Victoria 
“antovani Ore 
*Tocadero Kest. 
Billy Costello 
Tommy Trinder 
Russel} Swann 
Max Herrmann 
Magda Neeld 
Maurice 


BRIXTON 

Astoria 

: Lad 

Brow ning & Stary 

“Yivia & Christian 
BROMLEY 

- Gaument 

w's J Hylton Ba 


Ants n 


| EAST HAM 
} Granada 
2 Percellvs 
Cathie’s Bd 
1 Brilliant 
Claude 


Blor 


Lester 


vdes 


EDMONTON 


| Granada 

| Sam Linfield ¢ 

| Cathie's Ba 

| Geddes Bros 

14 Brilliant 

| FINSBURY 
Astoria 

Billy 


0 


Cotton Ba 


ISLINGTON 


Blue Hall 
Ist half 
| Ernest 
| Medlock 
| 2d half €28-3 
Kam Tai 3 
Billy & Tubby 


Shannor 


(25-27 


0) 


LEWISHAM 


Palace 
Hylton 


\ 


Mis J 


Ba 


Blondes 
PARK 


& Marlowe 


Rudy Madison 
Joseph E. Howard 
Ted Beyer 

Ethel Gilbert 
Yvette Rugel 


Black Cat 


Kitten Korus 
Blondie Scott 
Evelyn Oliver 
Amanda Rando!ph 
Jimmy Thomas 
Maxie Arinstrong 
Amy Spencer 
Billy Dariels 
Cora La Redd 
Jack & Jill 
Lonny Sintmons Ore 
Brass Rail 
Dick Mansfield 
Cafe Bali 
Vanyego Voodoo Co. 
Virginia Valley 
Jack Arnold 
Gus Howard 
Pamela Clifford 
Phyllis Avery 
Violet Carson 
Nell Bilz 
Ronnie Beck 
Lillian Carsen 
‘Chic’ Farmer 
Polly Piekert 
Sid Hawkins 


Roger Steele Orc 
Caliente 
Jean Gordon 


Dorothy Maxine 

Johnny Powell's Ba | 

Chateau Moderne 

Maryon Dale 

Kk MeFarlane Ore 
Club Gaucho 

Dimitri & Virgil 





Sylvia St. Clair 
Ynez La Vail 
Ramon Carrosco « 


Gauchos 

Club Yumuri 
Felipe de Flores 
Consuelo Moreno 
Eliseo Grenet Orc 
Rosita Ortega 
Rene & Estela 
Roldan 
Don Hilberto Or 

Coq HKouge 
; trwin Gilbert 
Visdale 3 

Cotton Club 
Avis 
Berry 
Kaloah 
Henri Wes 
Katherine Perry 
Anne Lewis 
Dynamite Hooker 
Tramp Ba 
Whyte's 
Broadway 





Orr 


Andrews 
bros } 


cela 





Mantacs 


| Erskine 


| Fairbanks 


| H'lyw'd 


Eddie Elkins Ore 
El Chico 

Chita 

Lon Rancheros 3 

Adelina Duran 

Carlos Montoya 

Maclovia & Candido 

Rosita Rios 

los Habaneros 

Don Alberto Ore 


El Morocco 
Ernie Holst Ore 
E) Toreador 


Los wiedas 
Pedro Via Bd 


French Casino 


Adalet 
Feral Benga 
Beity Brite 
Betty Bruce 
Florence Chumbecos 
Hilda Elfonte 
Rolf Holbein 
Johnny Co 
Xavier Lemercier 
7 Maravillas 
Rekkofs 
Rhoenrads 
Florence Spencer 
Tullah & Myi 
Iris Wayne 
Vega Asp 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
V ‘Travers Orc 
Cc Cromwell Ore 
Greenwich Village 
Casino 
Eileen Cook 
Vera Dunn 
Ted Maza 
Bill Dureya 
Sig Ramon 
Jeanne Jordan 
Carlos Lopez 
Elba & Jimmy 
Marengo Ore 
Wallace Milan 
Harlem Uproar 
H’wkins Bd 
Fitzgerald 
Kina Mae Holley 
Eddie Harron 
RB, Castle & 
Mae Brown 
Willie Jackson 
Tiny Bunch 
Lovey Lane 


Lillian 


Seott 


Sis 
Dee L 
Ke bony 
Fred & 
Kalwaries 
Pauline 


Me Kay 
Rascals 
Ginger 
Sis 
Bryant 


Iliekory 


F Trumbauer Orc 
Chas Teagarden 
\alele Girard 
Bunny 


Ifartse 


serrigan 
Ves! nurani 
Noll 

Nolan 


Eddie 
Marian 


Rev | 


N Brandewynne Or 
Maxine Tappin 
Hotel Fifth Ave 
Roy Strum Ore 
Hotel Governor 
Clinton 
Stuart Jules 
Ray O'Hara Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Shirley Lloyd 
Motel Lincoln 
Isham Jones Ore 
Hotet MeAlpin 
Enoch Light Ore 
A Gonzales Ens 
Murial Sherman 
ilotel Montelalr 
Coral Islanders 
Juanita Wayne 
Joe Pontee 
Clay Bryson 
Happy Powers 
Nick Fisher 


John Zellner 
Ben Blum 
Hal Hope Ore 


Hotel Murray Hill 
(Fountain Room) 
Dolores Farris 
Ruth Kidd 

Frank McCormick 
Will Oakland 
Hotel New Yorker 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Tess Gardell 
Marion Wilkins 
Jack Walters 
Rose Blaine 

Tiny Wolf 

Sonny Schuyler 
Carl Rosini 

Hotel Park Central 
Tic Toc Girls 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
Marion Melton 
Kajar 

Ruth Wynn 

Stuart & Lea 
Robin 2 

Dell Arden 
Claude Ringwald 
Hotel Park Lane 
Pancho Ore 

Junior Raphael Ore 


Hotel Pennsylvania 
Benny Goodman Bd 
Bernhard & Grah’m 
Frances Hunt 
Hotel Piccadilly 

Trent Patterson 
Arno & Zola 

Jerry Stewart 

Dave Schooler Ore 


Mote) Plaza 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
De Marcos 
Will MeCune Ore 
Hal Atkinson 

Hotel Roosevelt 
3 Esquires 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
Edna Janis 
Senor Wences 
4 Kraddocks 
Zoska 
Senor Wences 
Durelle 
Afrique 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Hugo Mariani Orc 
Arman Vecsey Ore 
Hotel Savoy -Plazn 
Endor & Farrell 
Emile Petti Ore 
Habaneras Orc 

Hotei Shelton 
Peggy Dolan 
Joseph Zatour Ore 
Hotel St. George 

(Brooklyn) 

Eli Dantzig Ore °* 
Allen Leafer re 
LeRoy & 
Ruth Ford 
Beth Reyburn 
Hotel Sherry- 
} Netherland 
Tania & Kirsoff 
Gen Lodijensky 
; Raphael 
Lubov Doublago 
Nicholas Zorin 
Serge Sergey 
Catherine Grey 
Alex Bunchuk Orc 


togers 











Hotel St. Morit- 
Chas Wright 
Roger Stearne 
2lex Kotkin Ens 
Jack Sherr Ore 

| Hotel St Rei 
‘Merry-Go-Round 

| Horatio Zito Cire 

| Boris Koretzky tens 

| “alee Renee 

(Iridiam Room) 
Emil! Caleman Ory 

i Mr Willias oe 


| Readinger 2 
Jack Powell 


Hotel Taft 
Geo. Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 
Emperors of R’'yt'm 

Hotel Vanderbilt 
Eddie Ore 
Jean Farries 
Dean Goodelle 
Dee Luryea 


Motel Waldort- 


Lane 








Astoria 

| Mario & Floria 

| Eve Symington 

;} Eddie LeBaron Ba 

|} Leo Reisman Ore 

| Michael Zarin Ore 
Hotel Weylin 

|} Alex Fogarty 

| Charlie Wright 
Jimmy Kelly's 

Mary Barton 

4 Montmartre 

|} Junior Costello 

|} Chiquita 

| inga Borg 

Peggy LaPlante 

Tanva 

Mary 


Joe 


Boys 


Lane 
Cappello Ore 
Kretchma 
Simeon Karavaeff 

i DOcria Birse 

Yliena 

\lichael 

Nadia 

A Stovanovsky 

Mischa 

5S Bartnovsky 

Nicholas Mattlev O7 

Elisha Tuttle Ore 
Larue 

Ed Furman 

Billy Lorraine 


Gabrielle 
Michon 


D & S Nordstrom 
Peggy Strickland 
Sid Tuscher 
Hugo Pedullo 
Eddie Davis Ore 
4 Dandies 
Laurel-in- Pines 
(Lakewood, N. J.) 
Terry Green 
Mona & Marina 
Fred Berhens Ore 


Leon & FEiuldie’e 
Eddie Davis 
Vivian Ray 
Tachi 


Zee-Zee 
Jai-Leta 
Billy Reed 
Newell & Thorpe 
Wm Farmer's Ure 
Betty Benson 
Ruth Craven 
Royal 2 
Le Mirage 
Billy Heywood 
«lift Allen 
Ginger Sutton 
Yanyego Dancers 
Jerry Kirkland 
Virginia Fair 
Wanda Goll 
Marie Almonte 
Grace Briskin 
Elisha Tuttle Ore 
Mon Paris 
Patricia Gilmore 
Versatile 3 
Gene Fosdick Ore 
Laurence White 
Onyx Club 
Avon Johnson 
| Don Lambert 
6 Spirits of Rhythm 
Stuff Smith Bd 
Paradise 
Virginia Verrill 
Paul Sydell 
Julie Jenner 
Jimmy Richards 
J & Nora Bell 
Marie Hollis 
Joyce Duskin 
Janis Andre 
Edna Mae 
Glenn Hutton Ore 
Jay Freeman Ore 


Place Elegunte 


Joyce Miller 
Toto Canglosl 
Bill Farrell 
Larry Maddi Ore 


Rainbow Gril 


Emery Deutsch Orc 

Evalyn Tyner 

4 Deauville Boys 

Dr Sydney Ross 
Rainbow Koom 


Glen Gray 
Casa Loma Ore 
Pee Wee Hunt 
Kenny Sargent 
Sydney Ross 
Maurice & C’rd’ba 
Olympic 3 
Evalyn Tyner 
Don Azpiazu Ore 
Royal Box 
Joe Zelli 
Rachel Cariay 
Pearl 2 
Russian Art 


Dora Boshoer 
Alex Bolshakoft 
Manolita 

Jenya Pobedina 
Antony Grosneff 
Olga Moskova 
Zachar Martinoff 
Yasha Datsko Ore 


Sapphire 


Nick Vouzen Bd 
Barry Winton Ore 


Stork Club 


Sully Kendis Ore 
Gus Martel Orc 


Tokay 
Mme Ilona Thury 
Johnny Carter 
Maria Karolyia 
Dorothy Perry 
Lou Hegedus 
Bela Zsiga 
Merrill & Zona 
Lillian Kahnes 
Touis Kovac 
| Gypsy Rosika Ore 
Eddie Ashman Or« 
Ubang) 
| Gladys Bentley R- 








| Broomfield & G 
Avon Long 

Evelyn Robinson 

| Edna Holly 

| Obie Austin Ore 

| > 

Valhalla 

| Doris Reed 


Peter & Cont'l's 
Versailles 
Gien Ope 
HB Mineviteh Co 
Froos 
Manya & Dbrigo 
Meadowbroak ttove 
Hawatian 


Village Barn 


Syivia 


Ser'n'd'rs 


Floria Vestoff 
|} tarry MeManon 
Milt Mann Ore 
Serrannos 
| Helene Miller 
Ruskin & Norman 
Wayne Kennon 


Zeb Carver Co 
Yaeht Club 

Terry Green 

Frances Faye 


Bali 
Jeanne Teller 
Clarence Lawrence 
Beverly Wilshire 


Ruth Robin 
Larry Lee Ure 


Biltmore Bow) 
Fritz & J Hubert 
Eddie Rio Co 
Kanazawa Tr 
Dick Webster 
Joy Hodges 











} Rhythm Rascais 

| Harry Stockwell 
Enrico Rh'’ba Ore 

} Jimmy Grier Ore 

Blue Room 

i} Kearney Walt 


Marjorie Ra 


n 
taymond 
Pettis Ore 


Jack 

Cufe Casanova 
Mary Martin 
|B Gre «& J Bergen 
Henry Santres Ore 


King, King & King 


Cafe la Maze 
Park Ave Bovs 
Stan Clair Ore 


Clover Club 
| Rob Grant Ore 
| Rhumba Bd 
| Cafe de Paree 


Dorothy Roberts 


| 

| Duval & Trege 
{Jo Allen Orc 
Cocounnt Grove 
i; 4 Playboys 

| Ray Hendricks 

|} Dawn Roland 

| Billy Wilson 

Col Manny Prager 
Ben Bernie Or« 


El Mirador 
Lurline 
Wally Vernon 
Dan & BKB Roberis 
Marjorie Lane 
Slim Martin Ore 
Club Esquire 
Joe Frisco 
fuynn Hayes 
Vicki Joyce 
Ben Light 
t Esquires 
Famous Door 
Bob Lang 
Louis Prima 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Ore 


Blackhawk 
Mildred Bailey 
Red Norvo Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
Radio Rouges 
Georges & Jaina 
Corrina Mura 
Al Kavelin’s Ore 

Chez Paree 
Harris & Shore 
Everett Marsnall 
Ella Logan 
Emily VonlLossen 
i & Beverly 
Henry Busse Ore 

Club Alabam 
Virginia James 
Etfie Burton 
Bernard & Henry 
Millicent DeWitt 
Art Williams Ore 

Club Minuet 
Howe & Perrin 
Bill Meagher 
Clair Powell 
Virginia Audrey 
Ruth Desha 
Jerry Glidden Ore 

Colony Club 
Pat Kennedy 
Trudye Davidson 
Lewis Sis 
Kita Reed 
Ruth Howrich 
Paulette LaPierre 





Colosimos 
Ada Leonard 
Tracy, Gale & L 
Robinson 2 
Mildred Kock 
Bernice Bucans 
Bobby Duanders 
Bankoff & Cannon 

Congress Hotel 

(Casino) 

Stan Kavanagh 





Bob Hall 
Gus Arnheim Ore 
| Gay 90's 


| Jules Novitt's Ore 

Colleen 

Geo De Costa 

Lew King 
Grand Terrace 


Mlarry’s N. ¥. 
| Cabaret 
Ruddy Walker 
Melba Hrian 
Jane Ruby 
Buddy & Selma 
Vorothy Johnson 
Hi-Hat 
Willie Shore 
Phelps 2 
Mildred Tolle 
Frances McCoy 
Ryder Sis 
Hotel Bismarck 
(Walnut Koom) 
Phil 


(jeorge 


LeVant Orc 

Wald 

Gretchen lee 

| MeNallie Sis 

i Don & S Jennings 

Bert Granoff 
Hotel Brevoort 

Jaros Sis 

Jimmie Christle 

|; Whitey Neuman 

| Drake Hote) 
(Silver Forrest) 

Rarrett 

Dixon 

| Paul Florenz Girls 

Pat O' Malley 

|Gower & Gene 

Die Jurgens Ore 


tatel 





Sheila 


| Ethet 


Fdgewater 
Beach 
(Marine Koom) 


Geo Olsen Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Kemmis 


Jack Fischman Ore 


Bernhardt & Grh'm 


Fle'te’'r Hend’son Or 


Lillian Lovey 
Wilkins & James 
3 Diplomats 


Dan Prine’s Bd 


Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Helen Warner 
Rose Valyda. 

Melody Grill 
Art Tatum 

Omar’s Dome 
Bobby Bixler 
Maria Monterez 
Dorothy Roberts 
Gagnon & Br'ught'n 


Ben Franklin Hotel 


Moe Jaffe Ore 


Abe Salinger Ore 








|} Sugar Cane 
| Frank Farrell 
| Gypsy Glenn 
| Carolina Mason 
lucille Lehman 
Ray Hall Ore 
Palomar 
| Jackson & Nedr: 
Gonzales Co 
| Stanley Hickman 
Muzzy Marcellino 
Debutantes 
Hudson Metzger Gls 


fed Fiorito 

Paris Inn 
ludy Lane 
Gabriel J Candino 
Hugo Marchetti 


1 hora Maithaison 


Carmela Montero 


| Peggy Stanford 
| Marguerita del Rio 
Juan de Martinis 
Pete Contrelli Ore 
Seven Seas 
tay Kinney 
| Lily Gibson 
Lonnie Meclintire Or 
Somerset House 
| Rill Zerker 
William Markowitz 


Topsy’s 
| Pat O'Shea 

|} Arnoid Sis 
Marjorie Keeler 
Leona Rice 
Agnes Johnson 
Al Eldredge Ore 
Joan Lee 

Joy Williams 


Trocadero 
Ethel Waters 


Phil Ohman Ore 
U-Gene's 
Rarbara Back 


Frank Gallagher 
Tommy Howard 





CHICAGO 


Perry 2 

Carlton Emmys Pets 
Marque & Mary'ette 
Edith Caldwell 

| Leighton Noble 

| Harriett Smith's Gis 


Hotel Lasalle 


(Blue Fountain 
Room) 


Bob McGrew Ore 


Hotel Morrison 
(Terrace Koom) 
(Casino Parisien) 
A Robbins 
| Rudi Grasi 
| Sara Ann McCabe 
| Anderson & Allen 
Mary Raye 
Geo Campo 
Eileen O'Connor 
Grace & Nico 
Naldi 
Carmen Romero 
Jack Whitney 
Jerome Andrews 
Jimmy Garret Ore 
Lou Breese Orc 
Hotel Palmer House 
(Empire Koom) 


Veloz & Yolanda 
Ray & Trent 
Dick Bennett 
June Taylor 
Geo Hamilton Ore 
Lester Cole 
Paul Rosini 
Abbott Dancers 
Hotel Shermun 
(College Inn) 
Gertrude Hoifman 
Howard Nichols 
‘Lois Still 
Calgary Bros 
Roger Pryor Ore 
Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Room) 
Maurine & Norva 
Carman Castillo 
Lorraine Sis 
Ina Scott 
Frankie Masters Or 
Parody Club 
Phil Kaye 
Molly Manors 
Charlyne Baker 
Eadie Fahrnier 
+ Henry Simmons 
Freddy Janis Ore 
Royale Frolics 
| Dolly Kay 
Sid Tomack 
Bill Anson 
| Byrnes & Swanson 
|Jan & N Bell 
Vivienne Newell 
Peggy Moore 
Jack Hilliard 
Henri Lishen Ore 
Chas Engels Orc 
Trocadere Casine 
Francisco & Mario 
4 McNaliies 
Violet Love 
Pat Chandler 
Don Fernando's Ore 
Vanity Fair 
Edith Murray Ore 
Via Lago 
Jackie Hamlin 
Dick Hughes 
Sally Keith 
Wallace & Latisha 
Stan Carter 
Yacht Club 
Jerry & Turk 
Nino Rinaldo 
Peter Higgins 
Sunny Shaw 
Satceh & Satchell 
Lee Purdy 
885 Club 
Carroll & Gormar 
Paul Keebler Ore 
Belva White 








Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage inn 
fobon Nieholw Cire 
| Whirling Watkers 
Wanda Roberti 
\f t ‘ \ im? j 
‘ f ad & Wayne 
| Arcadia tut'l 


Emerson Gill Orc 


|Loper & 
| Diane 
| law 
| View 
Tony 
Bellevue-Siratford 
(Planet Room) 
Meyer Davis Orc 


Hayes 
Denise 
Hoffinan 
MacNaughton 
Gionetti 


George Redman Ore | ytimpi 
| Pacific Sunset Club | loves 


! 
| Continental Room 


Continentals 


J Frasetto Ores (2) 


Sanami & 


Sandra Ward 
Rolando & Verditte 
Arthur Ward 
Rayberta Sis 
Debutantes 


(Georgian Koom) 


Benny the Bum’s 


Roberts Bros Kit Kat Club 
Serge Flash Tiny Bradshaw Ore 
Lillian Carmen Al & Deannie 
Edith Hall 5 Bon Tons 
Roy Silvers Marcia Marquez 
Gouchos Pauline Rryant 
Patsy Ogden Betty White 
Kathleen Quinn James Friday 
Chez Michaud 
r eg et " Ritz-Carlton 
Joany Gre Ore (Crystal Room 
Colony Cinb Van Levis Ore 
| Marjorie Drummond Sansom House 
conees e+ - Irwin Jeonard ° 
Marion Kingston ae 
Ann Morgan Silver Lake Inn 


(Clementon) 


Mone . 
ao Mickey Familant Or 
Harrv Adar 3 Norman Duke 
es Mildred ‘Tolle 


Gina & Giana 
1214 Spruce 


| Leonard Cooke } Menaces 
Lnn Stevens Sid Tomack 
Cloria Troop Reis Bros 
} Doris Field Julia Garrity 
Embassy Club Jimmy Blake 
Aristocrats 20th Century Tavern 
Sally Warren Barney Zeeman Orc 
Milly Warwick Frankie Hires 
Mlaine May Ernestine & Joseph 
Jili Reese Hazel Harman 
| Billy Richmond Williams Sis 
Clifé Hall 3 Esquires 


1523 Locust 21 Club 


Tommy 


Lyman 
i Linda Ray 
wake Sally LaMarr 
5 - 
Little Ernie Ann Rush 
Bubbles Shelby Mary Lee 
Grace Manners 4 Ambassadors 
Billie Lee Helen Heath 
| Kay Lavery Ubangi Club 
| Jean Farrar Doc Hyder (ire 
| LaGrange & R Victoria Vigal 
Frank Valumbo's | Bobby Evans 
i Sonia 
t Bobby Morro Ore Moiret & Dene 
| Eddie White 2 Bits of Rhythm 
| ta. , 
_ Ridley Charlie Banke 
larco & Marie cer ed alee 
| Gea ~— : Johnny Hudgins 
seorge & Jerry 
Walton Roof 
Hotel Adeitphlia 


Leo Zollo Or« 


(Cafe Marguery) Pat Rooney & P 34 


Harold Knight Ore Marion Bent 
| Vincent Rizzo Ore Janet Read 
| Ross Maclean Digitanos 


Avila & Niles Waltonettes 


Halliday & Clark Warwick Hotel 
Albernice Co (Cocktail Room) 
John ‘Tio Tunesmiths 
Walter Nilleon | Weber's Hofbrau 
| Evan BR Fontaine (Camden) 
Irene & Martha Louis Chaikin Ore 
Agnes Tolle 


Eldoradians 
Gregory Quinn 
Rodell & Raynor 
Syd Golden 

Bob Allen 

Uncle Ezra» 


Hotel Philadelphian 
(Mirror Room) 


Walter Donahue 


Michi 














Radio Red Tape 














| agency, 
‘his leg and bruises of the body last 


(Continued from page 35) 


cians union assert jurisdiction over 
CKLW and the station is the ob- 


|ject of extremely close scrutiny by 
\the unions, immigration authorities 
|and rival stations on all matters hav- 
}ing an international talent aspect. 


Diplomacy 


Elaborate preparations have to be 
made by CKLW to bring celebrities 
from Detroit across th? river to 
broadcast. Both Canadian (coming) 
customs and American customs (re- 
turning) have to be considered to 
avoid embarrassments. Government 
rules are very rigid and officials 
must and do follow them to the 
letter. 

There is also the: matter of build- 
ing good will. Owners have tried to 
offset the implied ill will of the 


phrase, ‘that Canadian station,’ which 


is exploited by some rivais. Rumors 
also circulate with some encourage- 
ment concerning possible radical or 
sudden changes in Canadian broad- 


casting conditions. All such rumors 


have to be elaborately answered and 
killed by the station, else they pre- 
vent the signing of advertisers. 





WMCA SETTLES SONG SUIT 


The infringement suit of the As- 
sociated Music Publishers,  Inc., 
against the Knickerbocker Broad- 
casting Co. (WMCA) for an injune- 
tion and damages was discontinued 
Monday (25) through the filing in 
Federal Court, N. Y., of a stipula- 
tion by attorneys for both sides, 
Plaintiff brought the acticn on the 
ground that copyrighted songs were 
being used by Knickerbocker artists 
without consent. 





New Scat Trie on WIRE 
Indianapolis, Jan. 26. 
Jerry Daniels, formerly one of the 


| Four Ink Spots on NBC, and Albert 


and William Jennings, 
sepia 


two other 
string-swing and scat-singing 


| locals, tearned up in combo billed as 


Three Blotters, with first airing over 
WIRE, last Wednesday (20th). 
Will sustain for a time, with rec- 


-ords made of broadeast for sponsor 


hearing. 





Tom La Brum Injured 
Philadelphia, Jan. 26. 
Tom LaBrum, of Crowley-LaBrum 
received severe injury to 


week in auto collision. Expected to 
be confined to his home for at least 
a week. Before forming advertising 
agency, LaBrum was theatrical man- 
ager and press agent 

Gave up house managership of Er- 
langer here to go into advertising. 
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Hopkins Tells Congress FTP le 


Major Contri 


Washington, Jan. 26. 

Defense of the Federal Theatre 
Program as a major contribution to 
American progress was given to 
Congress Monday (25), 

Releasing detailed reports on the 
work relief program, the House Ap- 
propriations Committee published a 
lengthy statement by Works Progress 
Administrator Harry Hopkins cov- 
ering drama activities in the first 
year, citing statistics on employment 
and patronage, and claiming the FTP 
is building up a vast new audience. 

In his memorandum Hopkins 


> 





Just Being Nice 





Number of Broadway agen- 
cies are handling tickets for ‘Dr. 
Faustus, WPA revival at the 
Elliott, but are not charging a 
premium, Top prices for the 
show is 55c, same rate as for 
other relief project attractions 
in N. Y. 

Brokers say they merely han- 
dle ‘Faustus’ as an accommo; 
dation for their customers. 














stressed the varied types of produc- 
tions, listing ‘several outstanding 
shows of the past year, and said the 
object, aside from relief, is to create | 
‘a vital, new American drama.’ 


‘New Audience’ 


‘This federal theatre auc,>nce is 
for the most part a new audience,’ 
the WPA boss said. ‘It represents 
rural communities, isolated camps, 
small towns, even cities that had long 
been isolated from the living theatre. 
At the-beginning of the project a 


Only 600 Were 


Dropped by FIP 
In Relief Purge 


Washington, Jan. 26. 





survey of the high schools in New 
York city ‘disclosed, for instance, that | 
only one high school pupil in 30 
had ever seen a play with living 
actors. An audience survey conducted 
at federal theatre productions in Cin- 
cinnati during November and De- | 
cember recorded 30% of the late fall | 
audiences as being entirely new to | 
the theatre and indicated that 50% | 
of the others were financially unable | 
to attend theatrical performances.’ 


Declaring the program has been 
beneficial in providing a ‘rich and | 
varied community service,’ Hopkins 
praised many aspects of the drama 
venture. 


‘Productions on federal theatre | 
stages are as diverse as their regions | 
and the imagination of their direc- 
tors, he said. ‘Audiences, new or 
long absent from the theatre, have 
seen Aeschylus, Aristophanes, Euripi- 
des, Shakespeare, Moliere, Ibsen, 
Shaw, T. S. Eliot, rare Americana, 
circus, marionette, and vaudeville 
performances, 


‘New Native Drama’ 
‘Activities of the federal theatre 
have included the development of 
native American drama, built from 





regional folk lore. New American 
playwrights have been encouraged; 
their dramatic work brought to the 
stage in a notable list of new plays. 
It is to be noted that 95% of federal 
theatre productions have been Amer- 
ican. 


‘Service of entertainment and rec- 
reation to the nation’s C.C.C. camps 
is also noteworthy. Federal theatre 
has furnished the camps 140 resident 
instructors in the drama. Traveling 
vaudeville and drama companies 
have appeared in more than 700 
camps. Federal theatre is now con- 
ducting a playwriting contest among 
the enrollees. For the boy’s own 
dramatic efforts, the federal theatre 
has furnished 6,800 copies of one- 
act plays, readapted to camp life and 
facilities, 


‘There is no way to measure the 
significant value of federal theatre 
in its work of bringing drama, com- 
edy and vaudeville to children’s 
homes, orphanages, hospitals, schools, 
asylums, veterans’ ‘homes, old-age 
homes, state and county prisons— 
every type and kind of public and 
semi-public institutions, colleges, etc. 
These performances, in which mar- 
ionettes have had a large part, con- 
stitute the majority of the federal 
theatre’s 28,000 performances. 


‘Such shows are all free, of course. 
There is no unit of federal theatre 
that can keep’ up with the demands 
from crippled children, the under- 
privileged of all ages, the sick in 
hospitals, the friendliess in a thou- 
sand institutions, all clamoring for 
the magic of the theatre.’ 





Current Road Shows 





- (WEEK OF JAN. 25) 


‘And Now Good-Bye,’ P)l,- 
mouth, Boston. 
Ballet Russo- Auditorium, 


Opera House, San Francisco, 


28-31, ‘2 
‘Boy Meets Girl, Biltmore, Los 
Angeles. . os 
‘Cocktail Bar,’ Geary, San 
. Francisco. 


_“Dead End,’ Cass, Detroit. 
D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Na- 


the Federal Theatre Program has 
declined materially during 1936. 


tration executives estimated that the 


|number of FTP job-holders, both | to 


relief and non-relief, was approxi- 
mately 12,000 on Dec. 26, when the 
final count was made. This is about 


500 below the peak established last | 


winter. 


Results of the October-November | 
purge, which was halted by orders | bought from an author named Eus- | Democrat explained in a letter to the | 


| ing 
summer home and in his New York 
| apartment. 

With full effect of the pruning still | weeks 
unknown, preliminary year-end | 
figures show that employment on | Haven, splitting the week with Hart- 
ford. He was convinced that it was 


Dress Mfr.-Impresario’s 
, Suit Vs. Geo. S. Kaufman 
bution to Progress Over Flop Play Dismissed 


George S. Kaufman sat in N. Y. 


| supreme court yesterday (Tuesday ) 
and, without a blush, heard a wit- 
| ness describe one of his works as 
, ‘terrible, terrible.’ 

The incident occurred before Judge | 
| Ferdinand Pecora and a jury during ' 
the trial of the suit of Isidor Polisuk, | 
dress manufacturer, to recover $15,- | 


000 from Kaufman, whom he blames 


for the failure of the play ‘Eldorado’ 
in 1931. Polisuk had 


ment under which the author was to 
rewrite the play. 

After plaintiff compieted his testi- 
mony, Kaufman’s counsel moved for 
dismissal of the case. 


e and 


nany ‘bedroom conferences’ concern- 
it at Kaufman’s Sands Point 


He testified he spent nearly four 
casting and rehearsing the 


show. It finally opened at New 


impossible to turn 


the production 
into a hit. 


After Kaufman and Harris testified 
the many weeks of work put in on 


| 

| the production and that Harris had 
| lost as much on the production as | 
| the plaintiff, Judge Pecora directed | independent probe into affairs in the | 


the jury to bring in a verdict in| Los Angeles drama set-up, by im- 
favor of Kaufman. 


The plaintiff testified that in 1928 he 


invested that | 
amount in the production, and claims | 
| Kaufman failed to carry out agree- 


Judge Pecora | 
reserved decision and Kaufman took | 
| the stand. The author told in detail | 
| of the many weeks of work h 
| Laurence Stallings put in on the pro- 
'duction. They not only rewrote the 
original play three times, but held 





Shuberts Give Up 


| 


| 


Wednesday, January 27 1937 


Fight on 40c ; 


— Ducats, Order Them to Be Dropped 





Criticism? 


Critics’ Circle, composed of 
New York show reviewers, 
held a dinner at the Algonquin 
last week. It was supposed to be 
an orderly affair with not even 
speeches, but the gathering was 
upset when a box sent to the 
table was opened and dis- 
closed a live snake. It was 
somebody’s idea of a viper but 
proved to be merely a harmless 
garter or garden reptile. 

Joseph Wood Krutch of The 
Nation took it home. Says he 
likes ’em, 











CONGRESSMAN 


ASKS COAST 
FTP PROBE 


Washington, Jan. 26. 
Demands for an investigation into 
operation of the Federal Theatre 


; , Its reception at Newark, | Project at Los Angeles and ousting | 
As detailed reports dribble in from | where it finally closed, strengthened’| of present officials were laid before | 
the field, Works Progress Adminis- | this conviction. 
isaid, then posted the closing notice. | 


kins last 
Thomas F. Ford of Los Angeles. 
Relaying bleats from actors in 
Southern California, Ford urged 
Hopkins to launch a comprehensive 


plication, criticized Hallie Flanagan, 
director of the FTP. California 


| all such collections placed 


| Shubert beneficial 
| ployees who might become ill. 





— 


Collection of 40c. per person on 
gratis admissions has been ordered 
discontinued in Shubert theatres 
other houses not having ‘pass taxes’ 
It was indicated that a final ruling 
from Washington led to the ‘service 
charge’ coin stoppage and that the 
government intends secking three. 
fourths of all such monies collected 
by the Shuberts over a of 
years. 

Some time ago the Internal Rey- 
enue Department ruled that tickets 


period 





sold at-cut rates must be accom- 
panied by 10% of the established 
value of the tickets. That is the 
strict interpretation of the admis. 
sions tax law. It was pointed out 


that such levy is inequitable because 
$3.30 tickets actually sold at half the 
price means that the buyer pays 
20%, instead of the stipulated 16%, 
because forced to pay $1.80, of which 
30c. goes to the government. 
Attempts to correct that fault have 
not been availing. Further ruled 
that if there are free admissions in 
the $3.30 section of theatres and 40c. 
(80c. per pair) is collected as a tax. 
or service, charge, 10% of the full 
value of the admissions is payable to 
|} the government. This means that 
| out of every 40c. so collected, 30c. 
| would go to the government. Shu- 
berts are reported having tried un- 
| successfully to upset that ruling. 
‘Beneficial Fund’ 
When the firm first started col- 


Sam H. Harris, he | Works Progress Administrator Hop- | lecting tax on passes, 40c. each was 
week by Congressman | 


fixed because the tax law applies on 
iall admissions above that figure. 


‘During the time the Shuberts were 


in bankruptcy, the receiver ordered 
in the 
general funtl. Previously that money 
was supposed to be devoted to a 
fund for em- 
Dur- 
ing the boom seasons the pass taxes 


from higher-up, have not been com-|tace the right to have the latter's | WPA boss that a committee of actors | were reported totalling several hun- 
pletely reported to headquarters, but | play, ‘Hard Pan,’ then showing at | had asked him to intercede with of-| dred thousands yearly. 


officials declared, on the basis of par- | the Provincetown Playhouse, N. Y., | ficials other than the Vassar faculty | 
fees seer who is running the actor- 


tial figures, that the non-relief job- 


holder quota has been reduced in | 
Execs | Eustace $100. 


accordance with instructions. 
are confident that not more than 


and talent are persons who did not 
come from the jobless lists. Pre- 
viously, the proportion was upwards 
of 20%. 

Campaign to reduce non-relief per- 
sonnel was not a compiete success, 
although drastic measures were em- 
ployed. Good part of those ousted 
as superfluous scooted around to local 
relief outfits and were certified im- 
mediately as in need of help. Armed 
with such credentials, they promptly 
went back to work in the relief cate- 
gory. Just how many used this 
dodge effectively cannot be told un- 
til a comprehensive check of names 
is made, however, 





tional, Washington. 
‘First Lady,’ (Jane Cowl), Har- 
ris, Chicago, 





‘Follies,’ Grand, Chicago. 

‘Frederika,’ Forrest, Philadel- 
phia. 

‘Fulton of Oak Falls’ (Geo. M. 
Cohan), Ford’s, Baltimore. 

‘Great Waltz,’ Memorial Aude, 
Sacramento, 24° travel 25-26; 
Shrine Aude, Des Moines, 27; 
travel, 28; Auditorium, Chicago, 
29-30. 

‘Hamlet’? (Leslie Howard), 
Auditorium, Kansas City, 25-27; 
Forum, Wichita, 28; Auditorium, 
Denver, 29-30. 

‘Jane Eyre’ (K. Hepburn), Er- 
langer, Chicago, 








‘Lady Chatterly’s Lover,’ 
Locust, Philadelphia. 
‘Leaning on Letty’ (‘Post 


Road’), Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Masque of Kings,’ Shubert, 
Boston. 

Nazimova Repertory, Memorial 
Aude, Louisville, 25; English, 
Indianapolis, 26; American, St. 
Louis, 27-30. 

‘Night of Jan. 16.’ 
Newark. 

‘On Your Toes,’ Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh. 

‘Petrified Forest,’ El Capitan, 
Hollywood. 

‘Point of Honor,’ 
Princeton, 30. 

‘Pride and Prejudice,’ Colonial, 
Boston, 

‘Reflected Glory’ (Tallulah 
Bankhead), Chestnut, Philadel- 
phia. 

‘Stevedore,’ Brighton, Brighton 
Beach. 

*Tobacco Road,’ Shubert, New- 
ark. 


Shubert, 


McCarter, 





oe ae eee 


rewritten by a playwright with more 
experience. For this right he gave 


relief program. 


Ford told Hopkins that, while 


How much of the money was ever 
| devoted to aid employees was never 
brought out but, in at least one in- 
| stance, an author alleged that he had 


Polisuk testified he conferred with | home last fall, he picked up more! received a check for royalties from 
the permissible 10% of the adminis- | Kaufman, who, after looking over 


trative and production employees /| the script, opined that about 25% of 


it was O.K., but that to make it into 
a worthwhile piece it would have to 
be entirely rewritten. 

Polisuk agreed, and Kaufman sug- 


| gested that Stallings be brought in to 


help. A contract was drawn up, 
under which Harris was to produce 
the new play, ‘Eldorado. Manager 
and dress man were to stand the ex- 
penses and Kaufman and Stallings 
were to share one-third of the profits, 
if any. 
Polisuk admitted Kaufman had to 
rewrite the drama three _ times, 
and that even then the third act, he 
said, was ‘terrible.’ He informed his 
partners that he would rather lose 
the money he had already invested 
rather than put the play on, because 
to him it looked ‘very bad.’ But 
Kaufman and Harris insisted that the 
play be presented as planned. 

‘Let’s try it out, and we'll see what 
it needs,’ Kaufman insisted. 

‘Let the critics tell Kaufman it’s no 

(Continued on page 54) 


| beefs about the theatre outfit than 
|all other WPA activities combined. 


| the beneficial account. 
Understood that a new system for 


|He described J. Howard Miller, re- | 40c. admissions has been worked out. 


' gional director, as ‘unpopular’ and 
said he was convinced a change of 
management 


ler’s critics. 

Letter to Hopkins also contained 
the Congressman’s protest against 
any move to change the FTP into a 
national theatre. Ford said, ‘I feel 
that the definite effort to build up a 


lieve destitute actors, is jeopardizing 
the whole project, in California and 
elsewhere.’ 


‘BREEZE’ FOR COAST 


Los Angeles, Jan. 26. 
Homer Curran, in association with 
the Shuberts, will produce ‘Summer 
Breeze,’ musical, on the Coast next 
summer. Helen Gahagan will top 
the cast. 








I. B. Kornblum is writing the 
tunes. 





Al Woods Turns Down Job as Coast 
Director of FTP; Miller Under Fire 





Los Angeles, Jan. 26. 

Pressure being brought to bear 
to have Al H. Woods named western 
regional director for the Federal The- 
atre Project, to replace J. Howard 
Miller, incumbent, Who is under fire 
on charges of mismanagement fiz- 
zled with his nix of the job, if and 
when, 


Woods, currently on the coast, was 
approached by various ‘persons op- 
posed to the Miller regime, but ex- 
plained that eastern production 
activities would keep him too busy. 

Representative Thomas F. Ford, 
Los Angeles Democratic member of 
the house, presently in Washington, 
had been urged to recommend Woods 


|to Harry L. Hopkins, Relief Admin- 


istrator, and Public Works director. 

WPA investigation is being con- 
ducted here by Clayton Triggs, of 
the Salt Lake City WPA, and Agents 
W. H. Kinler, Jr., Goranson and 
Smith of the San Francisco offices. 
it was brought about following the 





plea of George Gerwing, California 


impartial inquiry into the handling 
of the local project. 

Miller has been under fire for 
some months. Prominent in the cam- 
paign to have him ousted are Maude 
Fealy, former supervisor-director of 


for some time headed its play de- 
pariment; Gareth Hughes, writer, 
and others. Following their appear- 
ance before the government investi- 
gators, several of the complainants 
are reported to have received threat- 
ening telephone calls. 


moval as regional director, were dis- 
patched to President Roosevelt dur- 
ing the week, and to Congressman 
Ford, who is being strongly backed 


his attempt to have the director 





ousted, 
Ford also urged Hopkins to have 


an impartial investigation made, ig- | 
,noring the WPA probe launched here | 


last week, 


i ' tet 


but stamped with a 40c. figure. 
is ‘urgently needed,’| admissions would be for the last 
|even considering ‘all due allowances | 
| for temperament’ on the part of Mil- 


It calls for a full ticket to be used, 
Such 


three rows of the lower floor. 





Four Shows Leave 





‘Hamlet,’ with John Gielgud, con- 


cludes a 15 and one-half week’s en- 


national theatre, rather than to re- ' gagement, a record for this play on 


Broadway, Saturday night (30) at 
the St. James, N. Y., where it was 
moved from the Empire when the 
date was originally extended. There 
will be 132 performances in all. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ will depart from 
the Shubert after Saturday, at which 
time it will have played 37 weeks to 
remarkable grosses. Run was inter- 
rupted during the summer and re- 
sumed on Labor Day. Last season 
the show hit a pace of $24,000 weekly 
and its closing pace will be $18,000 
or better, 

‘Holmeses of Baker Street’ expired 
at the Masque last Saturday, after 
playing seven weéks to small money. 

‘The Country Wife’ will be with- 
drawn from the Miller Saturday, at 





state director of the FTP, for an! 


the project; William S. Perlman, who | 


which time it will have played nine 
weeks. Revival of old comedy did 
well enough, but understood back 
stage expense was too heavy. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Glory for All’—George Jessel. 

‘The Meal Ticket’—Aldrich and 
Myers. 

‘Thirsty Soil’—Bliss and Hayden. 

‘In a Nutshell’—Charles Stewart. 





Telegrams protesting the continued 
regime of Miller, and urging his re- | 





by a faction of the local project in | 


‘London Assurance’ (revival)— 


| Barbara Robbins. 


‘Brother Rat’ (road)-—George Ab- 


| bott. 


‘You Can't Take It With You’ 
(road)—Sam H. Harris. 

‘Having a Wonderful 
Mare Connelly. 

‘An Enemy of the People’ (revival) 
‘—Walter Hampden. 


Time’— 


‘All About Love’—Alfred de 
| Liagre. 

‘A Point of Honor’ -Luther 
Greene. 


‘In Gold We Trust'—Lawder and 
Skinner. 

‘Richar@ Il’—Dowling and Smith. 

‘Marching Song’—Theatre Union. 

‘Call Me Ziggy’—Michael Todd, 
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‘Waltz,’ After Much Healthy Touring, AI} | WV mi AKET 
Finds It It's —_ Getting Nowhere FAR SPAInAI EAS 


artnough it has toured extensively ‘KINGSLEY AND CURRAN © 


this season, its second san: tour 





sine Great Waltz has not vet! TQ PRODUCE ON COAST) 


earned back the added production 
investment required when the 
operetta started out early this fall. 
‘Waltz’ will begin a repeat date in 
Chicago late this week, after jump- 
ing clear from the Coast. Show 
played Sacramento, Monday (25) 
and will show in Des Moines for one 


night en route to the loop. After 
the Chicago date it will continue 
touring the mid-west, with its 
operating nut somewhat revised. 

‘Waltz’ is a seven-car show, the 
largest on tour. An idea of how it 
journeyed may be had from the fact 
that it played 39 stands in 11 weeks, 
company being continuously on 
sleepers. 

Average cost of transportation was 
in excess of $4,000 weekly. So high 
has the railroading been, plus around 
$2,400 for baggage haulage, that one 
week, during which four cities were 
visited, there was a loss of $1,100 
although the gross was $31,000. 

Best business was drawn in Los 
Angeles, where the takings bettered 
$51,000 in eight performances. San 
Francisco date was a _ disappoint- 
ment. City authorities refused to 
permit the attraction into the audi- 
torium and the Curran theatre was 
played instead. Appears that the 
$3.30 top here for the lower floor 
was too high. 

Show was spotted in all sorts of 
houses and under conditions which 
not infrequently affected the manner 
of presentation. Eight crystal chan- 
deliers were often not hung, because 
of limited stage space. One alert re- 
porter in an Oklahoma stand wrote 
that putting ‘Waltz’ into the local 
opera house was like trying to float 
the Normandie in a bathtub. Finally 
several chandeliers were sent back 
to New York. 

During its long run at the Center, 
N. Y., ‘Waltz’ averaged $34,000 over 
a 40-week period. There are now 
120 people with the attraction but 
it is expected that the complement 
will be reduced for the smaller 
stands to be visited henceforth. 


Nat’l Drama Week 
May Be Snonsored 
By WPA This Year 








National Drama Week, which is) 


dated for Feb. 1, may be conducted 
under Works Progress Administra- 
tion auspices. At least that is the 
proposal of Sue Wilson, who was in 
charge of the movement but who is 
now with the WPA in New York. 


Equity rejected a further sugges- 
tion that the actors’ association join 
with the WPA to further the idea. 
Matter was given some consideration, 
but Equity leaders arrived at the 
conclusion that, by so doing, the 
commercial aspects of the _ relief 
project shows might be furthered. 
Recently the Federal Theatre Project 
announced it would seek to establish 


o shows along more commercial 
ines, 


Drama Week was furthered by the 
National Drama League to promote 
interest in the stage and bolster at- 
tendance. During the depression, the 


League virtually passed out, but there | 


are still some attempts to keep the 
movement alive, although managers 
have given it but scant attention. 

Equity worked with the League at 
first, and made concessions whereby 
it could secure effective publicity. 
Actors were permitted to go on the 
air in scenes from shows without the 
usual stipulation of getting an eighth 
of a week's salary. 











Last season, however, Equity with- | 


drew that permission because it was 
realized that the radio people were 


getting programs without cost. It | 


was doubted, too, whether the move- 


ment was actually of benefit to the | 


theatre, 





| 

| 

San Francisco, Jan. 26. | 

Homer Curran and Sidney Kings- | 
ley have formed an alliance which 
calls for the production of several | 
new plays here in the near future. | 
First of the plays to be tried out is | 
‘Napoleon I’ by Ferdinand Bruckner, 
German dramatist: Peter Lorre 
set for the title role, drama to be! 
staged in the Curran theatre. Play | 
will be rehearsed in Los Angeles, | 
where Curran will maintain offices 
for the new concern. 


Kingsley, who will be in charge of | 
eastern activities, will come _ west | 
this spring as production adviser. He 
first intended to do the play on his 
own in New York early this season. | 


2 LEGIT SHOWS 
HIT BY OHIO 
FLOOD 








Two legit shows were affected by | 
the flood catastrophe along the Ohio 
River, though only one—Nazimova 
with ‘Ghosts’ and ‘Hedda Gabler’— 
was actually in the high water zone. 
Attraction played Cincinnati last 
week, but forced to suspend Satur- 
day (23). It was booked in Louis- 
ville Monday (25), 
Indianapolis for a Tuesday date and 
now heading west. 

Nazimova had’ an advance sale of 
$1,100 for Friday night’s perform- 
ance in Cincinnati. Patrons refunded 
tickets for almost the entire advance 
and the show played to $100 on that 
night. Equity permitted a salary de- 
duction because the missed per- 
formances were caused by an emer- 
gency. 

‘Dead End,’ current in Detroit, was 
booked into Cincinnati next week, 
but the date was called off. There is 
a possibility of the drama remaining 
in Detroit a second week, with such 
chances possibly affected, however, 
by the General Motors strike. Show 
would otherwise lay off, Equity as- 
senting. 





Line Forms to the Right 


London, Jan. 17. 

London managers are cabling | 
frantically to Sam Harris for the 
English rights to ‘You Can’t Take it 
With You.’ 

All replies are courteous, but say- 
ing that applications are being con- 
sidered and that first call goes to 
Gilbert Miller and second to John | 
C. Wilson. 








‘Clitterhouse’ Feb. 22 


Baltimore, Jan. 26. 
Next Gilbert Miller production, 


but went on to|! 


| panies. 





“,he Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ fea- 
turing Sir Cedric Hardwicke, will 
debut at the indie Maryland here 
week of Feb. 22. 

Play was first set to bow prior to 
Broadway on Feb. 15, but ‘Idiot's 
Delight’ is carded for that stanza at 
Ford’s and Miller figured the Lunt- 
Fontanne starrer too formidable op- 
posish. 





Lee Shubert Recuping 


Lee Shubert, who has been in 


| Miami for several weeks to recuper- | 


ate from an attack of pneumonia, is | 


|reported a daily visitor at the race | 


track, where his luck has been bad. | 
Showman may remain South until | 
the first of March. 


‘William Klein, the Shuberts’ at- 


| torney, is with him, 


00-400 Plays Purchased 
“oa Year by WPA—New 
York Headquarters to Buy 
Scripts for Entire Country | 





$1,150 LEWIS ROYALTY 





Washington, Jan. 26. 
Bull market for play scribblers has 


is! been created by the Government’s 
| theatre program, which now is oper- | 


ating 100% with paid-for scripts and | 
is setting up a central purchasing 
agency in New York to handle pur- 
chases. 

While definite figures are unavail- 
able, guesses of local Works Prog- 
ress 
that between 300 and 400 plays have 
been bought during the past year. 
| Aggregate outlay is a matter of con- 
jecture, since negotiations have been 
conducted until recently by individ- 
ual project bosses and local and re- 
gional chiefs, but the disbursements 
run into five figures. Biggest royalty 
sum was $1,150 paid Sinclair Lewis 
et al for ‘It Can’t Happen Here,’ 
which went on in 23 cities simul- 
taneously. 

Central purchasing office, which 
will operate under general supervis- 
ion of Washington and the advisory 
board, is expected to improve the 
prospect for playwrights as well as 
benefit the Government. Will elimi- 
nate red tape, delay, lack of uniform 
rates, and much. clerical work, as 
well as provide a more orderly sup- 
ply of scripts, execs figure. 

Centralization 

Centralization of script negotia- 
tions is an aftermath of confusion 
throughout the country and desire 
to work out some convenient ar- 
rangement whereby plots may be 
swapped among different FTP units. 
Idea is to rotate the buys and put 
the drama ventures in most metro- 
politan sectors on the same basis as 
stock. General use of scripts bought 
in New York will simplify planning 
for the entire country, inasmuch as 
Washington wants to keep closer tabs 
on activities and cook up advance 
programs for as long as three months 
at a time. 

New system will result in a stand- 
ard price for all scripts used by 
WPA. Rate will be $50 per week, 
amount which has been the average 
during the last year, but which has 
not been strictly adhered to. 

Fixing of uniform rates will elimi- 
nate one of the principal defects in 
obtaining a dependable supply of 
shows. In the past, with local peo- 
ple doing their own _ purchasing, 
Washington found out that some 
projects were paying twice as much 
for a particular play as other com- 
Likewise scribblers en- 
gaged in haggling, with the thought 
of getting the most that traffic would 
bear. 

In Rotation 


While the scripts will be used in| 


rotation by projects in various cities, 
the system does not mean the WPA 
is going in on lavish scale for more 
simultaneous productions, such as 
the Lewis stunt. If anything good 
enough is picked up, and conditions 
are right, some plays may get mul- 


tiple presentations at the same time, 


but that will be the 
rather than the general rule. 


With slight exceptions, all scripts | 


currently in use by the FTP are 
bought, yet headquarters disclaims | 
any intention of competing 
commercial producers for scribblers’ 
new work. Standardized price will 
protect regular showmen from en- 
countering insurmountable Federal 
rivalry, while cancellation provisions 
in Federal contracts will leave fabri- 
cators free to accept a better offer, if 
it should come along. 

Arrangement is regarded here as 
especially favorable to playwrights. 
Besides being sure of a market and 
the right to tear up the contract to 
make a better deal, scribblers are 


| free to retain all secondary rights, | 
| including film and radio sale privi- 


leges. 


CENTRAL FTP PLAY BUREA 








| 
| 
| 


Administration executives are | 





VALLFE SQUARFD AT 
EQUITY ON BENEFI 


Charges at Equity against Rudy | 
Vallee for appearing in a benefit not | 
sanctioned by the Theatre Authority | 
were dropped last week when the 





to it of 15% of the show’s gross. 
on all benefits which are not de-| 


voted fully to theatrical charity. 


osis fund of the Triangle Associa- | 
| tion. 
$101, 
not largely attended. Hyman Bushel, 


which squared Vallee. 


IST FILM SALE 
UNDER GUILD 
CONTRACT 








exception | 


with | 


First film sale 
|} under the terms of the new and bit- 


Gordon and Harry M. Goetz 
liance Pictures) bought ‘The Women,’ 
which they also financed and pro- 
duced, for $125,000. 

Further details on the sale and the 
issues involved are 
tion of this issue. 





CROUSE’S FAREWELLS 


Press-Agent Partied All Around On 
Quitting Guild 








Russell (Buck) Crouse resigned as 
press agent for the Theatre Guild so 
that he could have more time to 
write plays and librettos, was given 
so many farewell parties last week 
that he was dizzy. First soiree was 
held in his honor by Alfred Lunt 
and Lynn Fontanne, whom he pub- 
licized in ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ 

What was claimed to be the final 
party was tossed Sunday (25) by Mr. 
|} and Mrs. G. R. Thomas at their pho- 
| tographic studio, which they operate 

under the name of Van Damm. 
| Crouse’s current royalty-getter is 
| ‘Red Hot and Biue,’ Alvin, N. Y. 








No. 2 ‘Take’ for Chi 


| Number two company of‘ You Can't 
Take It With You’ will open for Sam 


cago, Feb. 27. 


carbon includes Charlotte Walker, 
Reginald Mason, Bert Gardner, Ross | 
| Hertz, Emma Bunting, Francis Wil- | 
liams, Daisy Atherton, Bobbe Arnst, 
| Margaret Callahan, Aldrich Bowker, | 
Frederick Forrester, Henry Richards, | 
Walter Vonnegut, Ulla Kazanova, | 





| Arthur Villars, Wuwane 


McKenny, | 
Mel Bostwick, Licien Self. 





New Frisco Smallie 


San Francisco, Jan. 26. 
Baldwin McGaw and Emma Knox 


jformance of Laurence Houseman’s | 
‘Victoria Regina’ when the Golden 
Bough Playhouse, new theatre, opens 
here tomorrow night (27). 

New playhouse is to be directed by 
Edward Gerhard Kuster, founder 
;and director of the Theatre of the 
Golden Bough at Carmel-by-the-Sea, 
which was destroyed by fire several 
years ago. 








terly fought Dramatists’ Guild con-| 
tract was made last week when Max | 
(Re- | 


H. Harris at the Harris theatre, Chi- 


| while there was a 20% 


| 


attorney, arranged for the payment, | exaggeration. 


Eternal Road in Red Again—Tho 
B.0. Is Up; 15% Royalty Figures 
In Headaches; 382 on the the Payroll 


+ 
| 


There is a maze of figures sur- 
rounding ‘The Eternal Road’ at the 
Manhattan Opera House, N. Y.. but, 
increase in 
business last week, the big spectacle 
again played in the red and the prob- 
lem of its financing is still to be 
| solved. Little progress has been 
made in readjusting the weekly oper 


council was informed that the TA | 4ting cost, which approximates $30,- 
had been satisfied by the payment | 900 weekly. 


Despite claims of the management, 


That is the requirement of the TA/| ‘Road’ has not reached such a gross 


mark. Press release to the effect 
| that the spec’s takings for the first 


Show was in aid of the tubercul- | | full week had topped $46,000 reached 


publication in one daily, but that 


Amount paid by the latter was| figure was more than double the 
indicating that the benefit was | 


actual take. Another managerial 
claim of a $29,000 gross was also an 
That mark was almost 
bar ye last week, however. 

One of the largest of the weekly 


| expenditures of the show is its roy- 





| 


| 


| 


: ’ | 10%, 
in the film sec- | 





| 


alty. Four persons are receiving 
royalties, recipients being Max 
Reinhardt, the director; Norman Bel 
Geddes, who designed the settings; 
Franz Werfel, original author, and 
Kurt Weill, the composer. Under- 
stood that the total royalties are 
about 15% of the gross. 


Players’ Pay $9,500 


Payroll for the players is $9,500 
weekly. Stage crew of 69 has a 


| weekly total wage of $4,800. Cost of 


; | the unseen orchestra is $1,900 weekly 
of a legit play | 


and there are two conductors. There 
are large technical and house staffs, 
with the cost of administration, rent 
and advertising amounting to almost 
that of the back-stage cost. There 
are eight stage managers and 16 
people in the wardrobe department. 

Royalties of shows rarely exceed 
which percentage applies on 
straight plays after certain grosses 
are attained. Musical shows usually 
total about 6%, but sometimes that 
slice is exceeded. ‘White Horse Inn,’ 
Center, N. Y., is said to have a roy- 
alty total of 11%, which is split 
among a flock of authors and com- 
posers, European and American. 

There are 382 persons on the 
‘Road’ payroll in all, inclusive of the 
house crew, technical and office 
staffs. Of that total 229 are con- 
nected with the show itself, figure 
taking in extra people used in en- 
semble scenes. 





‘Sir Cedric Okaved by 


Equity for One More 
Show, Livesey Nixed 


Equity last week acted on two ap- 
plications for exemptions on the six 
month lapse stipulation, required of 
alien actors who are not of resident 
alien standing, making the conces- 
sion in one instance and nixing the 
other. Gilbert Miller, who brought 





|Sir Cedric Hardwicke over from 
Cast assembled for the mid-west. 


London to appear in ‘Promise’ 
(closed), will be permitted to use 
him in his ‘The Amazing Dr. Clit- 
terhouse’ because of Equity’s action. 

Theatre Guild, on the other hand, 
was not successful in getting an ex- 
| emption for Roger Livesey. 


Hamtree Harrington, Eddie Conrad, BF ng player, who is appearing in 


he Country Wife,’ Miller, N. Y., 
was sought for the Guild’s ‘Storm in 
a Teacup,’ which will be the fifth pro- 
duction on its schedule for the sea- 
son. It was stated that Livesey ap- 
peared in the London cast of ‘Tea- 


| cup’ but left the show before the end 


will appear in an invitational per- | 


of the engagement. Understood that 
this point was a factor in the ruling 
not to grant an exemption. 


‘Teacup’ was to have been the 
Guild’s final production this season, 
but ‘Jane Eyre’ will not come in un- 
til next season and a sixth play will 
be chosen to complete the schedule. 
Kathrine Hepburn in ‘Jane’ will 
tour until April and then go to Hol- 
lywood to do two pictures during 


j summer. 
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Plays Out of Town 





HEY DIDDLE DIDDLE 


Princeton, Jan. 21. 


Comedy in three acts by Bartlett Cor- 
mack. Produced and directed by Anne 
Nichols. Setting, Cirker & Robbins. At 
McCarter theatre, Princeton, N. J.; $2 top. 
Unidentified Man...........- William Kent 
Alice George. ...cccccsecee--Martha Sleeper 
Eddie Peruke,...... wedsecese 0. Z% Whitehead 
Cuevas Temes. occes deer ass Conway Tearle 
Melissa Glad..... eedbovedessoel Alice White 
Julie Tucker..ccccess .+....Luecille Ball 
Peter Mingo.....see...-..--Russell Hardie 
Gordon BerkowitZ.......+-+++++¢ Alfred White 
CharleS Domecker...............VDoen Bed ‘oe 
Manny Snitkin..........-- Philip Van Zandt 
ee ee a eee ..Keenan Wynn 
Grace VIGO «ner de csc écccs Adele Rolland 
a, BIO. 1ce 6b 4436 00S0 66424 6% William Faye 
Roxanna BerkowitzZ:........ Florence Auer 





Most certain thing about this com- 


edy by the author of ‘The Racket’ | 


is that itll be known as another 
‘Boy Meets Girl.’’ Can’t miss that 
label—and the inevitable compari- 
sens are likely to be its toughest 
hurdle for success on Broadway. For 
not ently is this one too much like 
the Spewack comedy for comfort, | 
but it’s also decidedly inferior. 

Bartlett Cormack has laid his 
single scene in a duplex apartment 
in Hollywood and his theme (as sug- 
gested by the title) is crack-brain 
antics of the film colony. But the 
dizzy doings of his characters is | 
sedateness itself compared to the 
goofy monkeyshines of the two 
maniacs in ‘Boy Meets Girl.’ More- | 
over, not only aren’t the pranks so | 
skittish, but the characters them- 
selves are not nearly so attractive. 
One can occasionally laugh at the 
— Cormack has put on his stage, 

ut one.can rarely laugh with them. 
In this case the distinction is im- 
portant. 

Story concerns three extra girls | 
living in a duplex apartment which 
a director is renting for one of them. 
It’s immediately and _ persistently 
nea out that the director’s girl 

as never technically had an affair 
with him. She finally agreed to be 
kept by him when she’s discouraged 
of crashing pictures, but, as she ex- 
piaine, just after she moved in he'd } 

gun a picture and he ‘never had 
time for sex when he was creating.’ 

Rest of the plot deals with the ro- 
mance of the technically nice girl | 
with a young doctor who just wan- 
ders in and is never sufficiently ex- 
plained; intermittent battle between 
the director and the associate pro- 
ducer; blackmailing (though Cor- 
mack never calls it that) of the as- 
sociate producer by the dumb and 
willing one of the extra girls and 
combative romance of the assistant 











director with the wisecracking one of | 


the extra girls. 

Whole yarn has a machine-made 
appearance that’s against it. Never 
Zives the impression of spontaneity 
which farce should have, and when 
Cormack frequently reaches way 
down in the trunk for a gag, it is so 
obvious as to be painful. Motiva- 
tion in many places is weak and the 
entire script unwinds more like a 
series of blackouts than a play. First 
two acts (particularly the first) are 
too long. 

Of all the similarities between 
‘Hey Diddle Diddle’ and ‘Boy Meets 
Girl,’ the most pointed is the fre- 
quent mention of the offstage studio 
bigshot, referred to in both plays 
only by his initials. In ‘Hey Diddle 
Diddle’ he’s known as ‘K. K.’ 

There are some weird doings in 
the play, but probably the weirdest 
are the soliloquies. When the ‘nice’ 
girl falls out with her medico boy- 
friend she walks up and down the 
stage talking it over with herself, 
just as if the audience couldn’t figure 

it out for itself. That's startling 
Hamletish for these days. 

As the wisecracking extra girt, 
Lucille Ball, making her first stage 
appearance, fattens a fat part and 
almost walks off with the play. She 
outlines a consistent character and 
continuously gives it logical sub- 
stance. Has a sense of timing and, 
keeps her 
Understood 


with a few exceptions, 
comedy under control. 


| where it should linger. 
ling will 


opening here was her first perform- 
ance behind footlights. She’s under 
contract to RKO. 
Martha Sleeper, as the technically 
inice girl, creates what sympathy the 
part allows. Her love scenes with 
the young doctor are played nicely 
by both, but the script doesn’t give 
| either of them much chance and their 
quarrel is particularly obscure. After 
a muddled first act Conway Tearile is 
persuasive as the hair-clutching di- 
rector. In his early scenes he has a 
| tendency to chew his lines, but quiets 
|down effectively. 
Alice White is disappointing 
dumb extra. 
ling is sometimes oft, sometimes 
| hard, but never consistently one or 
lthe other. It is as if she hasn’t made 
up her mind just what she wants to 
do with it. 
Don Beddoe is excellent as the as- 
sistant director, almost bringing the 
part into sharp definition. Alfred 





as the 


White’s associate producer resembles | 


a Gregory Ratoff character. 
According to the program Anne 
Nichols staged her own preduction, 
but it is rumored that the author had 
a large hand in it, too. Whoever was 
responsible, it is nothing to be proud 
of. Performance lacks pace. It 


dawdles in the uproarious parts that | 


should scamper and it is hurried 


undoubtedly correct 
of that. 

Single set py Cirker and Robbins 
is effective. Hote. 


SUSANNE 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Comedy .in (four scenes), by 
Eloise Keeler; directed by Len Bard; set- 
tings. Dalton 8S. Reymond; presented by 
Ben Bard at his Playhouse beginning Jan. 
19, °ST. 
Miss Clifford. weceeeees Oeanette Burke 
Clarence Dearborne............-+ Jack Carson 
Gilbert Dennis...........-.. Richard Paxton 


three acts 


Douglas Platt.......... Huntley Robertson 
pe ae ee rer Bobra McHenry 
Mildred Osborne..........- Celeste DeBellis 
Susanne Langdon...........-.- Di¢kie Moore 
| Rare rrr ey eee eT ee Eva McVeagh 
Evelyn Hart...... 0.0.06. Jane Ellen Follette 
CiyGe SHIMIOTO. oo cc cccdeeecs Julian Madison 
Clara Compton..........--- Dector Pennock 
Mark TImley. cc cccccscccsessceses Alan Ladd 
WEP ROG 6 occ cd chavisvossdvece Lucy Payne 
BEPNOGt. ose ceccvceseccececcins Cosmo Sardo 


Amusing comedy being offered for 
an indefinite run at Ben Bard’s inti- 
mate playhouse, ‘Susanne,’ is capably 
east and acted by a group of en- 
thusiastic and vivacious tyros. Piece 
is given better staging and produc- 
tion than is usually the case in a 


| little theatre offering. 


Due to conditions and aims of the 
organization, a demountable cast of 
some 42 players is listed for the 14 
roles in the play. This swing cast 
not only gives the performers oppor- 
tunities to display their wares for the 
local casting directors and agents 
(should they happen to show up), 
but protects the part in case the 
studios grab anyone off the home 
boards. 

Opening performance offered 
Dickie Moore in the title role. She 
displays herself as a sparkling come- 
dienne and an actress of definite 
promise. In the role of an innocent 
and ambitious actress who decides to 
go wrong in order to get places in 
the theatre, only to fall in love with 
the man, her naivete is refreshing 
and charming. 

Piece is about theatre people and 
is essentially the romance of an 
ambitious girl and a _ philandering 
producer. Under clandestine atmos- 
phere they eventually fall in love. 
Many farcical scenes lead to the legal 
culmination of their romance, which 
is handled in sophisticated fashion, 
jumping from broad farce to amus- 
ing satire. 

Does not reach importance as a 
play, but serves sufficiently as a 
,vehicle for players to show their 
abilities and display their various 
personalities. 

In the role of the producer Julian 
Madison gives a satisfactory per- 
formance, as does his author pal, 
































Pumps Straps... Oxfords.. 
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A splendid selection of colors, 
patterns and materials All 
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Character she is play- | 


And she works too hard. | 


More play- | 
much | 


: ig cla with ideas about the work- 


i | Cogsweil store, since Ruth and Dave | 


a 


Alan Ladd. Jack Carson, a yokel 
author who falis into good fortune, 


has a standout role. Others who ap- 
pear to advantage include Jeanette 


Burke, Eva McVeagh, Jane Ellen 
Follette, Lucy Payne, and Cosmo 
Sardo. 


Modern in tinought, dialog and sit- 
uations, Author Eloise Keeler has 
contrived an enjoyable comedy, but 
it is the enthusiastic work of the 
players that makes the offering real- 
ly interesting. Barr. 


Lady Chatterley’s Lover 


Mari 


Law- 


three 
el of same 
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Inside Stuff—Legit | 


ee 





ciated with her in the presentation. 





merly a stage manager. 


Latter duo took over the Vanderbilt last season. 
‘Mulatto’ there and was also interested in ‘New Faces.’ 
differences between Green, who brought the play from Hollywood, ana 
Miss Nichols, during rehearsals, led to his withdrawal. 


Former Helen Bonfils, daughter of the late Frederick G. Bonfils 
publisher of the Denver Post, is associated with her husband, George 
Somnes, in the production of ‘Sunkist,’ due on Broadway soon. 5 

She is active in the offices of the Denver daily and will not participate 
in the presentation of the play other than its financing. 


a 


Morris Green is not managerially in on ‘Hey, Diddle, Diddle,” which 
comes to the Vanderbilt, N. Y., next week. Anne Nichols, who staged the 
Bartlett Cormack satire, will have Martin Jones and Henry Olmstead asso. 


Jones produced 
Understood that 





co- 


Somnes was for- 





rence; presenied by Jack Linder; directed 
by William Muir; at Brighton § theatre, 
ivrooklyn, N. Y., week Jan. I, ‘S77; $1.10 
} top 
| sin Clifford Chatterley... James Hall 
Lady Constance P ‘ Lenore Sorsby 
Mi« haelis be eKse ead ein James Metcalf 
Yates.... 6 ae eet ks ....David Hughes 
Re er Zita Rieth } 
Gans WO Tae bab ord o0e eee Lillian Foster | 
Mellors. ‘ ; George Blackwood 
Tommy . Dukes. . i... .cseccess Kalph Sunppter 
Charles M . eoceceree ALr@rard Hayden 
| Arnold Hammond.......... Richard Bowler 
ey tere .Marie Paxton 


| Duchess Mathilde. 
} Anas 


..+»--Heda von Buelow 


isia Pantanzoni.. Ann Scoville 


i.vernating till the summer 
beach season starts again, tigured te 
let their hair dewn in a welter of 
smut, they must have been sadly dis- 
appointea by this adaptation of the 
Ww. H. Lawrence novel. It actually 
reeks with comparative cleanliness, 
along wicli its Geaccning boredom. 
Vincent Marr, unknown as a dram- 
(Continued on page 56) 


PLAYS Gn sKOADWAY 
TIDE RISING. 


Melodrama in three acts presented at Ly- 
ceum, N. i. es 6 2S "37, by Richard 
Aldrich and Richardson Myers; written by 
George Brewer, Jr.: Grant Mitchell siarred, 
Tamara featured; staged by Arthur Sircom; 
$3.30 top 


sa Cil, 


If the good hausfraus of Brighton 
| 
| 





| 
| 





Joe Peabody... ....66% .... Oliver Barbour 
eek, * ME 0 oe wedacewes Klinor Hopkinson 
NTA via Fk bN eaele Oks 6a eked Jonn Guy Sampsel 
Ps as be ke ches C60 6a% 04 ..Charles Howard 
meee CORO, 6) ce ve kde 50s Grant Mitchell 
seme Camewell....cccccccce Peggy O' Donnell 
Mary Cogswell............4 Alice Ann Baker 
PR iok dune oneedoaeneedcs Francis Cleveland 
Graham Hay...... eee ee Clyde Fillmore 
say PETE Eee ee ey Peper eee Howard Miller 
Fred dt eS ae Kdward Marr 
. eee Charles Jordan 
coe ee eae Irene Cattell 
Oe init £4-60d dvs twhebeecd Kuk Larry Johns 
oF eR rey ae Tom Fadden 
Tom Stevens......... Cameron Prud'homme 
BPO Ad ois 4 vrecdd ones beanee nt eue Jack Harling 
David Cogswell. ..........d John D. Seymour 
POUND. KMNWOER: wG5.005656 50006505066 Re 
Me. © PRED owaddiedscsees Frank McCormack 
SE SPOR, ogis céendeéoan ts Irving Locke 
Mec wcectccsstessevsseccccees sear BirelnS 
PUNE. 566 Vena 06 ceuseedecateses red Sears 
SO ee ee ee Whitfield Cook 
Kdgar Lawrence... -+e++-J0aquin Souther 
Chief-of-Police Olson..........Scott Moore 

From its title, this newest melo- 


drama might pertain to the present 
raging floods but, instead, its theme 
is of capital and labor at logger- 
heads in a New England textile town. 
There are some effective interludes, 
especially in the last act, but 
whether the average legit playgoer 
will be attracted in sufficient num- 
ber is doubtful. 

‘Tide Rising’ is the second recent 
presentation by the new managerial 
team of Aldrich and Myers. It is 
well presented and well acted, 
though some of the characters seem 
to be out of place. Melodrama, 
which is the only premiere of the 
week, is deeply serious and doubt- 
less touches on problems that have 
harassed many communities. 

But ‘Tide’ is essentially a depres- 
sion play and its motif of trouble 
seems to rate it with other dramas 
of the same keynote, none of which 
have clicked on Broadway. Return 
of Grant Mitchell to the stage may 
help, also the fire of Tamara. There 
is a wide character 


store has been losing money and 
she a young agitator. 


in town. He has dipped way down 
in the sock to keep things going, but 
believes that business will be better 
again. His standing in the com- 
munity is high and his home life is 
eaceful until his wandering son 
ave returns with a wife. She isa 





ing class and the tyranny of the em- 
! ployers. 

{| Before long the girl has aroused 
mill workers, whose average 
pay is $12 weekly. She succeeds in 
getting the men to strike, with Gra- 
ham Hay, the mill owner, retaliat- 
| ing by having the sheriff swear in 
|}armed deputies. Most of the action | 
| concerning the strife is off-stage but. | 
|} at times, the laborers flock to the} 








are living in the house. 

Blood is shed and several deeds 
of reported violence clear Jim Cogs- 
well’s head on the answer to the! 
town’s major problem. He gets him- 
self appointed the new sheriff, takes 
the police to the mill and locks it. 
He then sends the scabs out of town 
and, upon returning to his store, | 
declares the strike to have been a/| 


failure, with new wage scale to be| 
settled by arbitration. This is to 
uphold his ideas of democracy, as | 


opvosed to violence. 

But tragedy creeps into the}! 
house, Jim’s son having been driiled 
through the head. Jim himself is 
narrowly saved from being killed. | 
Ruth realizes she can no longer re- 
main in the town, but leaves se 


determined to stir up workers. 
Author has written in some com-! 


’ separation, he | 
being a small-town druggist whose | 


Jim Cogswell has the best store | 


Fulton. 


Robert Milford, who is supervising ‘Glory for All,’ to be presented by 
George Jessel, is also manager of “The Great Waltz,’ which is on tour, 
Comedy, which is being staged by Frank Craven, may be spotted in the 
Jessel will remain on the Coast, but is due in for the premiere. 


Milford will jump to Chicago late this week for the purpose of reducing 


planning another production. 
referee in bankruptcy. 


in horse shows. 





idea Of having the incidental 


the operating cost of ‘Waltz’ prior to its further road dates. 





Juliana Morgan. who presented the short lived ‘All Editions,’ is reported 
She is the wife of Oscar W. Ehrhorn, federal 


They have an estate in New Jersey and are represented by entries 





Theatre Guild, at the suggestion of the Lunts, toyed around with the 
music 
| ‘Amphitryon,’ written by Stravinsky 


for the new S. N. Behrmann play, 
Fell through, however, with nego- 


tiations being called off by the Guild before any deal was set. 





struck by a hit and run driver. 


|edy scenes to lighten the serious- 
ness of the play. but how successful 
he was is questionable. Character 
is introduced in the person of a Mr. 
Kelly, sent by a drug firm to take 
away the line from Cogswell’s store. 
Kelly is supposed te be hard-hearted 
but, in his comic way, fixes things 
up for Cogswell. 

Mitchell as the druggist with plain 
common sense is the mildest person 
in the play. Even during violent 
|}arguments he is calm. He does a 
good job. Tamara, who warbled 
ditties in ‘Roberta,’ is back in drama 
and she, too, impresses as the young 
agitator. There is a dash of romance 
supplied by the druggist’s clerk and 
his daughter. Others in the fairly 
populous cast who stand out include 
Peggy O'Donnell, Alice Baxter, 
Clyde Fillmore, Frank McCormack, 
Charles Jordan. Ibee. 











Naughty Naught ’00 


with music presented at 
Hall, N. Y., by John and 


Melodrama 
American Music 






Jerrold Krimsky: written by John Van 
Antwerp: lyrics Ted Fetter: music Rich- 
ard Lewine: numbers staged by Morgan 
Lewis; $3.50~ top 

P. De Quincy Devereux...Alexander Clark 
CET oan 06.04 06500 eH Oe s ib osO Percy Helton 
Frank Plover.....eese+-: Bartlett Robinson 
BeBe CPURMEUIES. cadccetveceecas Leslie Litomy 
Bt... 6 6. dven +460 e860 0dee de ce sen Phil Eppens 
TOG. scccessccscsee .---Howard Fischer 
Claire Granville............Eleanor Phelps 
Jim Pawling....ccccesess..--Alan Handley 
FOS cccccccsscecevesocbsesseses Lee Berkman 
TOG ons 6200003 0600000401 OR eee 
Bartender...cccccessceoces+ss. Harry Meehan 
TOUGR...c006 CObROC CES SEScesec® Isham Keith 
Cathleen... cccosccccsccvees: Gerrie Worthing 
PUBSY ...ccccesescesseese-Howard Sullivan 
Student....«. CORO COSeorecccess Kermit Love 








| ‘A musical drama of life at Yale,’ 
| as presented in what was once a 
, Swedish church on east 55th street, 
is an evening’s lark. It is one of 


| those old mellers with songs tossed 
;in and several vaudeville turns. 
| Audience is draped around tables, 


| if not at the bar downstairs. Liquid 


refreshment adds to the gayety and 


the onlookers are encouraged to 
| make cracks at the actors. Even the 
waitresses get in on it, singing 


choruses now and then. 


The Krimskys, who are running 
the works which originally had 
Harry Bannister as one of the head 
guys, again have Dick Maney hand- 
ling the press and he had no trouble 
coaxing the first string reviewers 
te attend Saturday (23) night’s 
festivities. If the notices were along 
the lines indicated from the way the 
critics giggled, the old place, which 
is opposite the Kit Kat Club, should 
prosper plenty. 

Show runs a bit less than two 
hours with the acts punctuated by 
the vaude turns or solo warbling, 
such interludes bringing back the 
almost forgotten term of olio. Story 
has to do with the romance of Frank 
Plover and Claire Granville. sister 
of his room-mate. De Quincy 
Devereaux, also a student, is his op- 
position and the villian. 

Frank is stroke on the Yale crew, 
which is about to race Harvard. He 
asks for a lemon smash at the nearby 
saloon, but the barkeep slips in 


strong grog at the instance of 
Devereux, who brings Claire into 


the place to prove Frank a drunkard. 
Devereux also has the hero slugged 
and tied up just as the crew is about 
to leave New Haven for the race. 
But a heroic newsboy, Spunky, 
rescues Frank just in time. 

The race effect is one of the fun- 
niest bits of the evening and the 
way the Yales hit up the stroke to 


nose out Harvard is something to 
remember. 
Acts include the standard Five 


Harvey Zimmerman, son of Matty Zimmerman of Leblang’s, is in the 
| Jersey City Medical Center with a broken neck. 


He was injured when 


While not in danger, he will be in a plaster cast for several months. 


Malloy on the rings and trapeze and 
Harry Meehan, billed as ‘The Irish 
Thrush.” He is a former single 
blackface act, possessed of a strong 
falsetto and giving out such o.k. 
members as ‘Only a Bird in a Gilded 
Cage’ and ‘Wild Irish Rose.’ 

Eleanor Phelps as Claire looks 
girlish and handles her vocal as- 
signments with Bartlett Robinson, 
who is Frank. Best is their ‘Love 
Makes the World Go Round.’ Gerry 
Worthing as a dance-hall songstress 
does well with ‘Zim, Zam Zee,’ while 
a ‘production number’ called ‘Coney 
by the Sea,’ led by Rebecca Tar- 
water and Isham Keith, brings on 
six choristers. The cast fills in as 
chorus boys for that and other oc- 
casions. Meehan and Mildred Kent 
fill in another olio spot. 

‘Naughty Naught’ (00) is as good, 
if not better diversion, as_ its 
predecessors here and, ever since 
Christopher Morley started reviving 
old melodramas in Hoboken it is 
evident that this type of show can be 
supported. Ibee. 


Play Flop Suit 














(Continued from page 52) 





good and he'll begin to really work 
on it, Harris advised. 

‘Did you ever have anything to do 
with plays before?’ asked Judge 
Pecora. 

‘Not in the production end,’ the 
witness admitted, ‘but I studied play- 
writing for 20 years. I can’t write 


hokum. I am only interested in 
serious plays.’ 
‘Do you find that hokum plays 


make good?’ asked the court. 
‘Every time, every time.’ 








ENGAGEMENTS 


Charles King, Carson, 
‘Meal Ticket.’ F 
Peggy Conklin, ‘All About Love. 
Frank Wilson, ‘Dark Corner.’ 
Leon Ames, Greta Granstedt, 
Maude Allen, Ann Merrill, Cynthia 
Arden, George Makinson, “Thirsty 
Soil.’ 
Cecilia Loftus, Kate Warriner, 
James Clement, Theodore Hecht, 
James Waters, Ed Hodges, Roy Gor- 
don, Thomas P. Dillon, Harry Bel- 
laver, Jack Irwin, William Valentine, 
Hayden Rorke, ‘Glory For All.’ 
Clarence Derwent, Matthew Boul- 
ton, ‘Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse. | 
Mildred Anderson, Doris Jenkins, 
Geraldine Fitzgerald, John Behr, 
Andrew Vykonsky, Stewart Robb, 
‘She Passed Thru Lorraine.’ 


James B. 











“Red, Hot and Blue.” Alvin, N-Y. 





Jansleys, risley specialists, Ullaine 
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END’ $8,500, BECAUSE | 
BAD WEATHER, CLEVE. 





All Four Chi Shows Big: Follies’ 
$78,000, ‘Eyre $19,000, Lady’ $14,000, ee sa a 


+ able weatter the first half of last 
| Week with ‘Dead End, which downed 
Chicago, Jan. 26. 


Four shows in town and all doing GUILD “‘MASOUE’ OKAY ry by pulling in $8500 That's ¥4 


beautiful business. Sell-outs at the |fair figure for eight performances, 
Grand for. ‘Follies’ continued last $10,200 4 DAYS BALTO including two miatinees, although 
week, as at the Erlanger for ‘Jane ’ ’ _more favorable circumstances would | 
Eyre’; ‘First Lady’ had only a few |; have added possibly another $2,500 
seats, while ‘Letty’ at the Selwyn | Baltimore, Jan. 26. isin = Foot 
tonved jae ghey A sone Ae its local} Masque of Kings’ rolled up a sock | cont couned Re eae hetiona | 
Ping Feb. 6 and may stick to Feb. $10,200 in four performances last at the last mcment. Still, the bal-| 
13. ‘Letty’ is now figured to last un-| half of last week at Ford’s at $2.78 | COuy was nearly full at every per- 
ul spring without any trouble. “Fol-| top, “Only the Sat. matinee was fo""a"ce., To, $275 dueats failed 
— pore poo gp a poe swollen beyond capacity, but biz was | plugs perked biz. Kaki 

fo Feb. 6, with the second company | aces right through, other perform-| Hanna's next one is the initial mu- 
of ‘You Can’t Take It with You’ re- ances going clean save for a few rear neat ‘ po og 4d ea On Your 
placing. ‘ : : ’ | lower-level seats. Had newspaper ais Estimate for Last Week 
Bes pag an dng i Ne notices been jubilant, show would| ‘Dead End,’ Hanna (1.435: 55-2.75). 
“o9) and will stick at least three | undoubtedly have played to standees. Only fairish $8,500 with Broadway 
weeks. Had an excellent stay last| ‘This week Ford's has George M. Tun.siving it a great build-up which 
tO a coin = make Con-| Cohan in ‘Fulton of Oak Falls,’ | any ‘other show. 


























In for 














last week. To date this season mure shows 
‘Leaning on Letty,’ Selwyn (1,000; ‘Reflected Glory’ and ‘Pride and | 
a repeat run Friday (29). 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 26. Shubert starting Feb. 8. Advance is 
initial week’s take to very good $15,- 


‘Jane Eyre,’ Erlanger (1,400; $3.30) | have been here than all of last sea- 
$2.75) (10th week). Getting plenty clea eal ia deh one “aa 
WPA 
Pittsburgh reviewers reversed | terrific on this one. 
both the star and the production 000 
1h 000 PHILLY a Se aes. ‘And Now Goodbye’ (Plymouth; 
? ? Howard got the season’s top for | $2-75; Ist. week). Tepid notices 














Rains Don't Dampen Bway Legits; 
‘Women’ Goes Capacity at $21,000 





New York was doused with rain 
all last week but, despite the dismal 
weather, grosses of legit shows were 
upped last week. Even some of the 


production activity. Early this week 
15 shows were in rehearsal, inclusive 
of several road attractions. 

Six holiday hits are now definitely 
in the success column, with ‘The 
Show Is On’ topping all at $40,000. 
‘The Women’ built to capacity and 
takings were close to $21,000: ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You’ is riding 
high, having again bettered $15,000 
(standees). ‘The Wingless Victory’ 
went over $17,500; ‘Brother Rat’ 
jumped to $14,500. ‘High Tor’ was 
credited with slightly more than that 
figure. 

_In addition, ‘Tonight at 8.30’ con- 
tinues to clean up at $24,500, and 
‘Tovarich’ clicks to $21,000. ‘White 
Horse Inn’ improved to $35,000, and 


| lowly rated newcomers fared better | 
| than indicated, and there was more | 


‘Red, Hot and Blue’ eased along at 


$28,000. There is doubt about ‘The 
Eternal Road,’ big spec, doing some- 
what better, but still under an even 
break. 

‘Can’t Take It’ management pulled 
something by announcing that tick- 


ets were on sale 18 weeks in ad-| 


vance, regardless of agency deals. 
Second company is being readied for 


Chicago and a number two ‘Brother | 


Rat’ is being prepared for Boston. 

‘Behind Red Lights’ approximated 
$6,000 at the Mansfield and may im- 
prove; ‘Howdy, Stranger’ was around 
$4,500 at the Longacre. Both claimed 
an even break. 

Record-breaking ‘Hamlet’ run ends 
this week at the St. James, as does 
the smash ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ Shubert. 
‘Holmeses of Baker Street’ stopped 
at the Masque. 

Masque has been changed to the 
John Golden (former Royale, next 
door, which was called the Golden. 
now belongs to CBS, radio) and will 


| 


| 
| 


for continuation through another 
season: $6,000 estimated. 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ National (10th 
week) (C-1,132-$4.40). Nothing stops 
Noel Coward playlets, which are 
cleaning up; business again went 
close to $24,500. 

‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (16th week) 
(CD-1,036-$2.30). Another socko 
comedy, with weekly takings always 
around $21,000 or more; cinch into 
summer or longer. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (re- 
sumed eng.) (48th week) (D-1,110- 
$3.30). Pace last week not much 
under the $18,000 mark and indica- 
tions are for continuance through the 
season. 

‘White Horse Inn,’ Center (18th 
week ) (M-3,321-$3.85 ). Climbed 
further and gross approximated $35,- 
000: expected to last through April. 

‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ 
Booth (7th week) (C-704-$3.30). 
Comedy smash still another laugh 
hit; standees at all performances, 
with takings over $15,000. 

Revivals 

‘Hamlet,’ St. James (16th week) 
(D-1,520-$3.30). Final week; record 
N. Y. run of the Shakespearean 
drama; around $16,000 last week. 

‘The Country Wife,’ Miller (9th 
week) (C-944-$3.30). Again topped 
$9,000 but will close Saturday (30). 

WPA 


‘Dr. Faustus,’ Elliott; drawing best 
among relief shows. 

‘Sweet Land,’ Lafayette, Harlem; 
mixed cast drama. 

‘It Can’t Happen Here,’ Adelphi. 


Another $13,000 
For Boy in L. A.; 








receive his ‘And Now Goodbye’ next | 
week; ‘Hey, Diddle, Diddle,’ Vander- | 


bilt; ‘Frederika,’ Imperial; ‘Richard | 


II,’ St. James, and “Thirsty Soil,’ 48th 
St., completes the, premiere card. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (62d week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Indications are that 
holdover comedy hit will last into 
spring; business continuously profit- 


Tomorrow Out 





Los Angeles, Jan. 26. 
Bitter cold and the flu epidemic 
failed to cut into legit trade the past 
| week, with ‘Boy Meets Girl,” now in 
| its third and final stanza at the Bilt- 
|more, more than holding its own. 
| Henry Duffy folded ‘Tomorrow We 


able, with pace around $8,500 last | Live’ after five weeks at the El Cap- 


week. 
‘But for the Grace of God,’ Guild 
(3d week) (D-914-$3.30). Slated for 
five weeks, subscription period; rated 
around $11,000, but little demand for 
tickets other than subscribers. 
‘Behind Red Lights,’ Mansfield (3d 
week) (D-1,097-$3.30). 


gross approached $6,000; about an 
even break. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (7th week) 
(CD-991-$3.30). One of the late 
autumn clicks, though not up to 
manay leaders; jumped to over $14,- 

‘Dead End,’ Belasco (66th week) 
(D-1,000-$3.30). Turning profit right 
along, with moderate grosses, and 
slated into spring; over $8,500 last 


week, up. 

‘High Tor,’ Beck (3d week) 
(D-1,214-$3.30). Looks like fantasy 
has excellent chance to land; last 
week’s gross improved to nearly 
$15,000. 


‘Holmeses of Baker Street,’ 


























Federal Theatre Project dropped which started a week’s stand last | : 
(Monday ) night at $2.78 top; advance | ‘ 9 «¢ . 

and_ will ange + poh a is pretty light. Opposing Cohan is | PRID GLORY 

or Walls” a new P!ay:|the new Anne Nichols’ production, | 
"Estimates for Last Week ‘Hey Diddle Diddle,’ at the indie 

‘First Lady,’ Harris (1,000; $2.75) | Auditorium at $2.20 top. Advance is 

trade and coin; over $14,000 again | usual for a tryout here. $15,000 k H. 

(3d week). With subscription off, | son. Outlook continues bright, though BOSTON 

t nearly $19,000. Katherine Hepburn ; Estimate for Last Week 

getting considerable roughing up by Masque of Kings,’ Ford’s (1,988; 

local newspapers because of her $2.78). In four performances, last 

ever. and cast names did the selling. Boston. Jan. 26. 

f mail-order demand from small . 9 j Pea : vies iT 
» lag in Illinois, Wisconsin and In- week, with ‘And Now Goodbye,’ new 
diana. Over $13,000. : 

third money. 

$3.85) (4th week). Sell-out last week WPA opened up again—this time | 

again, and hotcha at $28,000. Joe at the Copley with ‘Help Yourself.’ | 

Flynn doing excellent job on press. | 9 ; e|‘Masque of Kings’ opened Monday | 

Great Waltz,’ Auditorium | (25) at the Shubert after a premiere 
‘Grea jaltz,’ ° 
let’ is skedded for one week at the 
‘0 Say Can You Sing,’ Great 
show added impetus. Broadway critics’ thumbs-down on Estimates for Last Week 
: piece bit off a juicy $18,500 here last | .., 7-: F ; 

Opens Thursday: ©). week at the Nixon. Notices were all pate Ti eet Held up nicely to 
enthusiastic, one local drama ed, who | 2bout $15,000 and was extended one 
reversal of opinion, insisting that|294 week). Final week built over 
drama, $3.42, same as ‘Wingless Vic- greeted this adaptation of the James 
figures, due principally to the fact | C°Ur@ging at $8,500. 

Philadelphia, Jan. 26. | that Shakespeare is never easy to 
Nothing particularly sizzling in|sell around here. While ork seats 

takings for the next few weeks. Soon = 7 anon Se qe a 

ri f sure-fire shows are booked | here for only three days, inasmuc 

yang Sle consecutive weeks and | 25 Katharine Cornell had previously 
Juliet,’ and Howard might have been 

‘Frederika’ led the field of three| wise had he made it a split week, 

shows last week, pulling in a fair too. 

$16,000 at the F st Shub rts went| Nixon has ‘On Your Toes’ cur- San Francisco, Jan. 26. 

r nape aay rently and is gradually filling in its Legits took it on the chin here last 

the whole works on advance bally,| February dates, with a strong chance . 

re Mex ; i i il Holy | failed to bring them in. Run of 
the familiar difficulty of selling a| Without a dark session until 

show without a oe York iad Week, a poets pace teem years. | ‘Great Waltz’ was cut from four to | 

tion held down attendance. Reviews Pays F motte #89100: $3.42). three weeks because of disappointing 

a ay tag meng ey and — Great ovation for Leslie Howard biz. 

dias ore P anogg tilt this week inadica-| here, by the local cricks. Tragedy Estimates for Last Week 

3 Pte: : enormous rush for balcony and gal-| (1.500: $3). Did approximately $20,- | 
rach Peg ng ey yo aye lery seats counting. Hasn’t been 4/000 following the announcement of 

Oak Falls’ - the Eh oa t. Reviews | Lull week of a single Shakespearian | sudden closing. Company is said to 

lauded George M geome but the play here in years. have lost money during the engage- 

play didn’t dra’ - any huzzahs ment here. Moves on to Sacramento | 
ton id Graw any uzzans. . P for a one-night stand and then to! 
ooked like some profit at $9,000, ‘N ht’ F 67 N rk 

Other offering last week was the Ig alr s, Newa ‘Cocktail Bar’ (Geary) (1st week) 

‘positively farewell’ run of ‘Tobacco a eekly Operetta looks like a 

Road’ for a single week at the pop- Newark, Jan. 26. dud. f bkiz doesn’t pick up, will 

hous ; s business at the Shubert last week, low expectations at $8,000 on the first 

ee Seat cine t ey | hitting around $6,000, with two-for- | week. 
Tallulah Bas «ll hu # into the | 2mes used the first two nights of the WPA 

stand in ‘ D aan expected because of the long Broad-| week) (1,800: 50c.). FTP made a big 

Savanoe pg arm Big hye f way run and the local notices, which | mistake in extending the run a 

out of a new Soak ‘ iedersDeien were excellent. However, there 0c-/ fourth week. Very bad at less than 

’ vs an attraction with a star in 
ley’s Lover,’ at the Locust. Lurid oo oe .? 
. MF oes! whe t. Ina Clair in ‘End of Summer 
rep of the original novel is figured ete scanner ‘Night.’ , 
last Friday night and rebooked again > wi avlor ; sec 
. 7 ‘ Road’ with Taylor Holmes, second 
at the last minute. ' engagement at this house this season $20 000 IN WASHINGTON 
Estimates for Last Week and fifth in the immediate territory ) 

Started slowly and building at end Estimate for Last Week ‘ 

of week to around $16,000. Looks | ‘Night of Jan. 16th,’ Shubert (1.970 Washington, Jan. 26. 

800d for about $20,000 this week. 50-1.50). Fair week at around $6.000: Inauguration made money for the 


‘It Can't Happen Here’ on Saturday 
(5th week).. Getting great carriage | not actually strong, but bigger than 
money will rise. Last week was big | the town is dark next week. 
tough handling of reporters, how- half, bagged a hotsy $10,200; author 
piay starring Philip Merivale, taking | 
‘Ziegfeld - Follies,” Grand (1,300; 
Other Attractions 
in Montclair, N. J. Gielgud in ‘Ham- | 
Northern. Publicity campaign giving | 
‘Within These Walls,’ Blackstone. | Leslie Howard’s ‘Hamlet’ and the tie ie Cesthaiae!  eateiiak: 
‘ . had seen the show in East and joined ry pee to make it four, instead 
the anvil chorus there, coming OR Mectea Gla - Citianeed: ey 
through this time with a complete execte ory ubert; $2.75; 
tory,’ but didn’t match the Cornell Hilton .novel. Opening stanza dis- 
; t week, but the boys are| Were easy to get, the balcony and 6 ? 
legit a een, Oe : gallery were at a premium, filled by 
licking their chops at the prospective | students and teachers. Originally 9 ’ 
‘ done the same with ‘Romeo and 
there'll be smiles all around town. 
but moist and warm weather, plus| that the house will go right through week. ‘Cocktail Bar,’ new operetta, 
George M. Cohan’s big personal took away nice enough $18.500, with ‘Great Waltz’ (Curran) (3d week) | 
however Chicago. 
priced Locust. It was the only local ‘Night of January 16th’ did fair | close after a run of two weeks. Be- 
Chestnut last night for a twin-week | Week only. Better business was| ‘Devil Passes’ (Columbia) (4th 
Leventhal production, ‘Lady Chatter- curred the inevitable slump that | $500. 
ee —~ | 
? 
‘o help business. Show was canceled| Current attraction is ‘Tobacco | D OYLY CARTE MERELY 
‘Frederika.’ (Forrest, 1st week).| jn the past two seasons. 
‘Fulton of Oak Falls.’ (Chestnut). | not up to expectations. film houses, but failed to up the | 


nly the Cohan name for draw. | —- -- 
Lucky to hit $9,000, Tallulah Bank- | ons ee ee ee eS 
) ’ , é é é oi ‘ ° ’ 
head in last night for two weeks. N. b to See Deadline the cheap seats w ere sold anyway, 
Tebaceco Road.’ (Locust). Georgia | and carriage trade was busy with 


; Angeles. Jan. 26 - : 
_Los Angeles, Jan. B , the reception. Which was probably 
$4.500 in its ‘absolutely last farewell’ DOORN, HACEERGRE Fang 4 pa, | he reason that the first of the two- 
date, at $1.71 top. ‘Lady Chatterley’s White and Gerald Burtnett, has | week stand of the D’Oyly Carte 
Lover’ opened one week's stand last | been purchased by Anthony Laudati, | Opera Co. here was content with ap- 
Night. who plans to give it a N. Y. produc- | preximately $20.000 at $3.30 top. 
Next on the docket is the Gielgud 

— tion > 
‘Ss ; ‘ ‘Hamlet. which has been tentatively 

She Passed Thru Lorraine,’ play Opus was tried out by the Pasa- | ~ , =e uve . 
about Jo: . ; . ‘ veral scheduled for two months and has 

ut Joan of Arc, by Lionel Hale, dena Community yers several the local theatregoers all excited 
“et for production by Miss Lee: months ago. White is Sunday editor a lal ankhead’s ‘Reflected Glory’ 
Vi: J : : Tallulah Bankhead’s ‘Reflected Glory 
“terion for late February of the L. A. Times. follows. 


Crecker show mosied along to mild 





layers 


Masque. Closed last Saturday, after 
playing seven weeks to tepid takings. 

‘Howdy Stranger,’ Longacre (3d 
week) (C-1,019-$3.30). Claimed to 
have bettered an even break; takings 


|} around $4,500. 


‘Idiot’s Delight,’ Shubert (resumed 
eng.) (37th week) (C-1,387-$3.30). 


Final week; going on extended tour | 
after having cleaned up; $18,000 last | 


week. 


‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ Alvin (14th! 


week) (M-1,355-$4.40). Among the 
best things on the list; keeps gross 
up to strong figures, with last week 
again around $28,000. 

‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garder (6th 
week ) (R-1,671-$4.40). Topping 
everything in town, with capacity 
the rule and gross quoted around 


Door,’ Music Box 
(C-1,013-$3.30). 


/ $40,000 mark. 


‘Stage 


week }) Came _ back 


further, with gross topping $15,500; | 


should span the season. 

‘The Eternal Road,’ 
O. H. (4th week) 
Improved around 20% over the 
previous week, but not an even 
break for big spectacle; $26,000. 

‘The Wingless Victory,’ Empire 
(6th week) (D-1,099-$3.30). Holds 
to excellent money, with attendance 
not far from capacity and 
again over $17,500. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (4th 
week) (C-1,046-$3.30). Hitting ca- 
pacity, with standees at most per- 
formances; real standout, with gross 
nearly $21,000 last week. 

‘Tide Rising,’ Lyceum (1st week) 
(D-957-$3.30). Presented by Aldrich 
and Myers; written by George 
3rewer, Jr.: opened Monday (25). 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (164th 


gross 


week) 4D-1,017-$1.65). War horse 


indefinite, with 


drama indication 


(15th | 


Manhattan | 
(M-2,780-$4.46 ). | 


itan Saturday (23) and replaced it 
with ‘The Petrified Forest’ the next 
day. 

Latter was produced by Duffy 
|some months ago in San Francisco, 
| with Conrad Nagel featured, but was 
never brought to Hollywood, due to 


Perked up|the Warner picture of that title be- 
and, with some cut-rate aid, the | 


ing in first runs at the time. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Biltmore, Los 
Angeles (C-1,656; $3.30) (2d week). 
Despite flu and cold weather this 
opus, sans box office names, held 
strong on second week for another 
$13,000, plenty nifty. 

‘Tomorrow We Live,’ El) Capitan, 
Hollywood (C-1,571; $1.65) (5th-final 
week). Trade good in spite of the 
elements and final stanza oke at 
around $4,000. 

WPA 


‘Revue of Reviews,’ Hollywood 
| Playhouse. Continuing to garner 
fair trade. Sticks until Jan. 31. 

‘Ladies of the Jury,’ Mason. Held 
for another week, despite slow biz. 

‘Help Yourself,’ Musart. Also goes 
until Jan. 31. 

‘Green Grow the Lilacs,’ Mayan. 
Holding for third stanza. 
| ‘The Jewel Tree’ (mats) and ‘Mari- 
onette Varieties’ (night), Marionette 
| theatre. Engagement indefinite. 


‘MULATTO’ $8,000, DETROIT 


Return Engagement Only Fair in 
Auto Town 


Detroit, Jan. 26. 

General panning of the play by 
| local critics and the fact that it was 
idoing a return egagement, didn’t 
,help ‘Mulatto’ to more than a fair 
| $8,000 last week at the Cass. 

Play, which pried open the local 
| season in October, got plenty of biz 
in the low-priced seats, although 
auto strikes here kept down balcony 
attendance considerably. Word-of- 
mouth since ‘Mulatto’ played here 
last fall that the play wasn’t as 
ribald as expected, didn’t help mat- 
ters. Grabbed $11,500, nice, last 
time in. 

Current is ‘Dead End,’ advance 
sales for which have been good, de- 
pite scarcity of money. hereabouts. 
Top is $2.75. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Mulatto’ (Cass; 1,400; $2.20 top). 
Cricks’ panning and _ strike let 
James Kirkwood opus down with 
only fair $8,000 on return engage- 


ment. 














‘Dark Corner’ by Bernard Davis, 
taken by Henry Forbes for 1: 
ate production. Frank 
gets the lead. 
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“Boy David Bergner-Barrie's Costly 
Legit Flop in London, Despite Buys 


+ | 


London, Jan. 26. 
One of the costliest flops of the | 
season here is ‘Boy David,’ Sir | 
James Barrie’s biblical play starring | 
Elisabeth Bergner, which folds 
His (30) 


only six weeks. 


at | 


Majesty’s Saturday after 


Postponed a number of times be- 
cause of Miss Bergner’s illness last 
year and, later, due to film commit- 
ments, show finally opened amid a 
and 
Libraries looked it over in Manches- 
ter and closed for a $12,000 buy for 
eight weeks, but the customers were 
still not interested. 

Cochran compromised with the 
specs on the fold-up, since they were 
crying so hard. 


fanfare blowing of trumpets. 





OUTDOOR LEGIT | 


PLANS IN ITALY 


Rome, Jan. 15. 


Series of outdoor performances | 
planned by Italian theatrical enter- 
prises will start this year with the | 
presentation of ‘Oedipus’ in the re-| 
stored Roman theatre of Sabratha in | 
Libya. Guido Salvini will be the} 
director; he is now busy getting a 
cast together and it is almost certain | 
that Annibale Ninchi will play the | 


lead. 
First two acts of Luigi Pirandel- 
lo’s ‘Giganti Della Montagna’ | 


(‘Giants of the Mountain’) will be 
given during the ‘Florentine May’ 
performances, which take place, 
oddly enough, during the first days 
ef June. It is not yet certain 
whether the play will be presented 
in completed form, or whether it! 
will be given incomplete, as it was | 
at Pirandello’s death. 

In July there will be open-air per- 
formances of Goldoni’s classic come- 
dies at Venice; this revival of the 
classic Venetian theatre was begun 
with outdoor productions at Venice 
last summer and proved very popu- | 
lar. Renato Simoni will direct this 
year. 


Italian-British Legit 
Tours on Exchange Base 











Rome, Jan. 15. 

Theodore Kommissargevsky, who 
recently staged James Barrie’s ‘Da- 
vid’ with Elisabeth Bergner in Lon- 
don, has come to Italy to study the 
possibility of taking an Italian legit 
company to England and bringing an 
English company here in exchange. 

Kommissargevsky knows the Ital- 
ian theatre well. Years ago he 
translated Carlo Goldoni’s ‘La Lo- 
candiera’ (‘The Innkeeper’) for pro- 
duction by the Stanislavski theatre 
in Russia. 


‘Rose-Marie’ Vienna Sock 


Vienna, Jan. 26. 

Friml’s ‘Rose Marie’ 
successful run in the Stadttheatre 
here with Rita Georg, Sonja Lew- 
kowa, Ernst V. Naderer, Fritz 
Steiner, Hans Fleitschmann, Ines 
Casovini, Maria West and Erwin 
Frim in the cast. Libretto was 
adapted for the German stage by 
Lengsfelder and Tisch. 

It is a sock operetta success; since 
Emmerich Kalman’s ‘Countess Ma- 
ritza’ there has been no better box 
office show than ‘Rose Marie’—and 
that was eight years ago. 











‘Life Begins’ in Vienna 
Vienna, Jan. 15. 





| 
| 
| 


is having a 


| lady 


REICH LEGIT’S 
~ COIN TROUBLE 


show financial difficulties. 


and state subsidies for °36 amounted 
to about $8,000,000. 


tions, took care of an average of only 
around 30% of the needs. 
half of the total receipts—58 %—con- 
sists of civic subsi~ , with the state 
adding 6%. 
the subsidy from the state totaled 





‘New York Idea?’ 


Vienna, Jan. 15. | 


Vienna has followed the example 
of ‘Gentleman to Hire’ set by New | 
York. Ladies in need of escorts may | 
now hire good-looking Viennese by | 
the hour. Three dollars for the eve- | 
ning, and rules a la Broadway. 

Gentlemen may only accompany a | 
twice. Then there must be a} 
switch. 














Berlin, Jan. 17. 


Reports on 106 German theatres 
And this 


n spite of the fact that the civic 


B.o. receipts, including subscrip- 


More than 


Before tte Nazi regime 


only 2%. 


| way or in the offing, thus serving the 
Workers’ Relief, that the percentage 
set aside for such purposes has with- 


But 
| could be done with the increase in 
income, the staffs have been enlarged | ,, 
from 5,662 to 7,426, i 19 


So much rebuilding is either under | 
to 20%. | 


instead of raising salaries, as | 


in a year risen from 11% 


} 








Odds and Ends | 








| plants and to also see that there Is | 


(Continued from page 48) 





| 
no trickery whatsoever in my ex- | 
periments. I will be very grateful 
to you gentlemen if you will volun- 
teer for the committee. You will 


| find steps on both sides of the stage 


and I assure you I will not do or say 
anything that will offend or em- 
barrass you. (As the committee 
comes up, greet everyone with a 
handshake.) (Now gentlemen, will 
you please tell the ladies and gen- 
tlemen in the audience that you 
have never seen me before. These 
men are all strangers to me. Al- 
right we shall now proceed with my 
first experiment. For my first ex- 
periment I shall try suspended cir- 
culation. I wish to state at this time 
that I appeared before the faculty 
and students of science and medi- 
cine last week at. Brandy College. 
My suspended circulation experi- 
ment was used in the amputation 
of an arm. It is one of the first 
bloodless operations in the annals 
of medicine. So you see ladies and 
gentlemen it is educational as well 
as entertaining.’ 
Englishman Appearing 1st Time 


(After act is over) | love your 
country very much and I wish to 
thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for being so grand to me, and 
I am very proud to state that I have 
already applied for my first papers 
and hope to be a @itizen of your 
grand and glorious country soon, I 
thank you.’ 

Master of Ceremonies 

‘Now folks, give this little girl a 
great big hand.’ 

Film Star’s Perso: 1 App. 


‘I can’t tell you ladies and gentle- 
men how much & meang t0 me to 
see and meet my epdience face to 
face. Contrary ip w read in 
the papers, we se play = day 
and all right in our beautiful homes. 


It is real hard work ollywood 
if one takes tnelg ofession seri- 
ously. Day in and or ut we ap- 
pear before the camera with nobody 
to applad you when you feel you 





‘Life Begins,’ American drama by | 


Mary MacDougal Axelson, trans- 
lated into German by Heinrich B. 
Krantz, was produced in_ the 


Breiden directing. 

Cast consists of Margot Weiler, 
Maria Czamska, Friedl Nowak, Dora 
Seifert, Theodor Grieg and Karl Eh- 
mann. Play was well received at 
the premiere, staging and acting be- 
ing excellent. 


makes one feel grand 
Deutsche Volkstheatre with Schultz- | g 


did something really worth while. 
I can’t tell you how wonderful you 
have made me feel this afternoon 
with your generous applause. It 
know that 
one isn’t forgotten. I shall endeavor 
in the future to do better work in 
the pictures and to keep your friend- 
ships. I shall go back to the studio 
in Hollywood with a lighter heart 
and an appreciative feeling for hav- 
ing met you all in person, { thank 





you.’ 





The Bird in Mexico 





Mexico City, Jan. 26. 

Civic fathers here have 
banned sale of beer, soft drinks 
and other bottled beverages at 
local bull fight rings to prevent 
disurderliness and use of bottles 
as vehicles of criticism against 
toreadors. 

Action was taken after a bull 
fighter whose show was not so 
hot was beaned by a beer bottle. 





|and National. 

















WRITERS WIN OVER 
MINISTRY IN BUDA 


Budapest, Jan. 15. 

Authors’ Association has come out | 
victorious in the fight between it | 
and the Ministry of Education, which | 
has the last word in affairs of the | 
two state-subsidized theatres, Opera | 
It is customary, es- | 
pecially in the latter, to disttibute 
a great number of gratis tickets, on 
which 20% of the usual price is paid 
and goes to theatre’s pension fund, 
and on which authors receive no 
royalties. 

This anomaly was amended by the 
Ministry’s decision, brought about 
by persistent efforts of the Authors’ 
Assn. to pay the usual royalties on 
all tickets sold, whether at the nor- 
mal or at reduced prices. 


Violets’ Oke in Sydney 


Melbourne, Dec. 29. 
Williamson-Tait’s ‘Wild Violets’ | 
got away to a nice start here and | 
should make the grade easily. New 


} 


| 








legit show stars Cecil Kellaway, 
Diana Du Cane, Marie Le Varre, 
Lois Green and Don Nichol. Ballets 
are by Leah Miller, with William 
Quintrell handling the music. 
‘Violets’ is the first of W-T’s new 


season shows and will be followed 
many more, it claims. During 
1936, W-T mainly played with re- 


vivals of old-time musicals, but feels 
now that the legit stage in Aus- 
tralia can stand some new shows. 





Lady Chatterley’s Lover 





(Continued from page 54) 


atist up to now, wrote this dram- 
atization about three years ago. 
The Shuberts were originally re- 
ported interested in producing the 
vlay for Broadway, but now Jack 
Linder has it—and a more logical 
man to present a show of this title’s 
implications could not be found. 
Linder, it was, who was associated 
with a couple of the early Mae West 
legit productions, notably ‘Diamond 
Lil.” He was also supposedly behind 
the scenes with ‘The Pleasure Man,’ 
which played one week in the Bronx 
and one night on Broadway, and 
then the patrol wagons backed up. 
If a raid was expected at this open- 
ing it was not evident by the attend- 
ance. There were quite a few 
Brighton Beach burghers, but few 
Broadwayites. 

Linder’s production of ‘Lady Chat- 
terley’s Lover’ in Brooklyn, where 
he has been presenting legit revivals 
with weekly changes since the sum- 
mer months, was more or less of an 
experiment. At least, so he claims. 
Suspicion is that he is telling the 
truth. Production itself shows no 
expenditure of real coin—and the 
casting evidences plenty of careless- 
ness. So it really is probable that 
all Linder wanted was a fairly life- 


| like reading of the play and decided 


to charge customers to listen in. 

Play itself holds nothing except 
the title (certainly a box office at- 
traction for the road with something 
spicy behind it). Without the dirt of 
the book the adaptation carries no 
weight. It portrays the biological 
urge of a woman married to a crip- 
ple, following the lines of the orig- 
inal novel closely in this respect, but 
the bedroom stuff is glossed over. 
There are few salty words, and none 
of the realistic language Lawrence 
employed in his original. 

Casting could be greatly improved 
upon. James Hall, former film star, 
plays the crippled Sir Chatterley, 
but more in the style of a juve than 
the sensitive and stodgy book-char- 
acter. Lenore Sorsby, as Lady Chat- 
terley, leaves plenty to be desired in 
portraying a character whose animal 
emotions are running away with her. 
George Blackwood, as the game- 
keeper, is fair, but too conscious of 
his manly beauty. Best of the cast 
is Marie Paxton as the slutty wife 
of the gamekeeper, 
Foster can’t get much out of a com- 
edy part which Lawrence himself 
would never have recognized. 

No plans set as to when this pro- 
duction gets to Broadway, if at all, 
but a complete rewrite, casting and 
production job is suggested first. 
Second, forget about Broadway and 
stay out on the road, where, per- 
haps, some folks don’t known that 
‘Lady Chatterley’s Lover.’ in its un- 
expurgated book form, can now be 
bought in drug stores. Scho. 





while Lillian | 














= 
Plays Abroad 
C’EST MARSEILLE ford GAMA Clty vention payor 


(‘This Is Marseilles’) 
f Paris, Jan. 10. 


Henri Varna production in two acts (40 
scenes) by Antonin Bossy and Cesar Labite. 
Scenery, Miguel Zamacois: executed by Jean 
Jullien, Eller, R. Fost, Roget Durand and 
Cam; ballet mistress, Helena Greasley; 
music, Vincent Scotto, Learsi, Albert Bossy, 
Mimi Recagno and Guilbert; arranged by 
Lou Pasquier; costumes, Jenny Carre and 
R. Fost. At Alcazar, Paris. 





Henri Varna in his present revue 
at the Alcazar has deserted nudes for 
more simple things—fish markets, 
Sunday dinner and the like. Typi- 
cally a play for home consumption 
or those few foreigners who under- 
stand. 
sellaise, with no Americans. Show 
has its weak points, but the good 
comedy and music should keep it 
going for a profitable run. 

Marseilles, differing from Paris to 
the same if not a greater extent than 
does New Orleans from New York, 
has many of its traditions and habits 
exhibited here. Varna himself plays 
in one scene. In this he is a toy 
maker and having just put the final 
touches on a model of the manger in 
Bethlehem and shown it to some 
children he takes the Christmas 
theme and makes a highly dramatic 
and stirring appeal for world peace 
and brotherly love. This is the best 
staged scene in the revue. 


with worshipers, mostly children, 
kneeling in front of it. Winding path 
up a hill is lined with shepherds and 
others coming to worship, the three 
wise men (children) come in and re- 
main on their knees with their heads 
on the ground, while Lou Villard, 
one of the few adults in the scene, 
leads the rest in a Christmas song. 
Mme. Chabert, buxom and 
terous, is the keeper of most of the 
many markets, and her slapstick 
comedy is well liked. Her songs, 


mamma in the Sunday dinner 
scene, opposite papa Fortune Aine, 
she turns in her best bit of work. 
When chiselers Armandel, Gilson and 
Tabanelli turn up for dinner mamma 
makes a lot of noises off-stage and 
returns to announce that the dinner 
has been spilled on the floor. After 
taking silver and napkins away from 
each of the free meal hunters as they 
make their excuses to leave, mamma 
returns to the kitchen and comes out 
with a steaming pot, only to find her 
three uninvited guests returning. 
M. Drean has plenty of good 


stories, is an excellent showman and | 


draws one of the best laughs of the 


show in a scene in which he is dis- | 


guised as a woman. 
Frabezi and Ruer, 


uous jazz acrobatic routine with 
some contortions. Liked, but Frabezi 
is a bit stiff in his movements. 

Eva Negri’s rhumba at the end of 
the market scene, using garlic strings 
as a grass skirt, is thoroughly hot, 
but does not do as well as it deserves. 

Nita Silva does one of the best 
jobs of the show when she sings the 
lament of a street girl in one of the 
dark back streets of the town. Her 
husky voice and yellow hair fit into 
the atmosphere. 

Singing of Lou Villard pleases, and 
her strong, clear voice, so strong at 
times it approaches operatic volume, 
is heard often. 

Comedian Armandel 
and suceeds in looking his part better 
than most. As a fisherman he catches 


fish while those around say his sing- | 


ing will frighten the fish. 

To Jack Costal and Mile. Galaret 
goes the hard job of keeping up the 
continuity. Singing and dancing 
sorne themselves, they announce each 
scene and remain in some scenes, but 
have little to do while others per- 
form. Both make good posers, how- 
ever. Costal is the perfect French 
version of the collar ad boy. 

Scenery and stage settings. with 
the exception of that Christmas 
scene, could be called anything but 
elaborate, some bordering on the 
ordinary. Hugo. 


HERE LIES THE DOG 


(IN HEBREW) 
Jerusalem, Jan. 8. 


Cast is almost entirely Mar- | 


On the | 
| left is seen a picture of the manger, | 


bois- | 


| some comedy, others not, please. Play- | 
| ing 


French dance | 
team, alternate a very fast and stren- | 


draws well | 


ticular interest to Tel Aviv, where 
the mayor incumbent got his iob 
by a freak. In the presence of a 
young journalist, the leading candi. 
date for the post acts callously in 
a matter pertaining to the dog and 
the humanitarian writer crusades 
against the candidacy. 

A. Sklarsch is cast as the flippant 
young journalist. Role is entirely 
different from those portrayed by 
him in earlier plays and is not par- 
ticularly suitable. 

Striking thing about this troupe 
is its actresses, more than a simple 
problem with the other local out- 
fits. In its last production, ‘Poor as 
|a Churchmouse,’ troupe revealed a 
new star in the person of Rachel 
Markus, while in the new plav. a 
| veteran German actress, Rosa Licht- 
enstein, scores an even greater suc- 
cess. Cast as Mrs. Vogel, owner of 
the dog, Miss Lichtenstein has a role 
which gives her an opportunity, and 
she grabs it. Other commendable 
work is done by Sonya Altbach, 
Ruth Klinger, Aharon Freitag, 
Maxim Sakashansky and Nissan 
Shmueli. Set. 





NIGHT SKY 


London, Jan. 7 





Play in two acts by I Du Garde Peach 
presented by Clifford Whitley ywodu 1 by 
| Maurice Elvey at Savoy theatre, London 

| Jan. 6, ‘37. 

Be ee eee Helen Haye 
OE eee Betty D’'Obesian 
Beem EURWOOR i ck codecs Marearet Scudamore 
Ray DGWson.,...ccccccedceesess bernard Lee 
Marjorie Dawson.......... ‘ Jane Welsh 

| George Dawson. ..cecccveces> Henry Hallatt 

| John..... naa weede Wallace Douglas 
Bars, SEW bccéceubes (. Denier Warren 
Ge, TESTOR s b4 46 0.8 v0 ces ... Bryan Coleman 


At the premiere of this play, one 
habitual first-nighter suggested that 
it might have been sponsored by the 
government as Air Force  propa- 
| ganda. Actually it is more than 
propaganda. 

Arguments presented are so bro- 
midic, however, that they are already 
outmoded. Every advocation used in 
the play for the enlarging of Eng- 
land’s Air Force has been printed by 
the daily newspapers for the past 
two or more years. Play, therefore, 
resolves itself into a tract designed 
to show that Britain is lacking in air 
defense. 

As a play it is not so hot, despite 


its interpretation by a smoothly 
competent company. 
Whatever the commercial result 


| may be here, piece has no likely ap- 
peal for inhabitants of the Western 





| hemisphere. Jolo. 

| (HEBREW) 

Jerusalem, Jan. 4. 

} World War play by Avigdor Hammeirt, 
| Directed by T. M. Daniel Settings, Jennia 
Berger; costumes, Halbasha, Presented by 
Sadan theatre. 

Maser. scccevces Ce eecccccecese »»-H. Sarnow 
Dr. Gararl,..cccccceccccce Coecsecs N. Kogan 
Sergeant..... Cer ereccersesseres .M. Hurgel 
Margolitthcs cecccaccececccccscescee A. Arielli 
> | Arr see eeccsoccesss KK. Konstantyner 
LiaZi....ccccccssscsccvcseesseses» N. Ben Josef 
Ostreicher, scccescccscccesececes:: B. Kadari 
JOUPNALISE. cocceercescsevcceces ¥. Neuman 
Russian. .ccocececccccedcccvccess--N Neuman 
Mansl..ccccccccsscesecscccesces.- M. Shindler 
SOR cccic ec ccccccccerccccceeses  . Markus 
Margariti..... sovccoccccoccesees b. Salzman . 
Country Girl. ccccccccccccccccece: Markus 
Woman....e.e. TeT TTT TT ye ee-+-B. Salzman 





| Deals with the problems which 
| laid waste to Jews in the past and 
seem not unlikely to affect them in 
the future. 

Selection of this particular piece is 
regarded as a revolutionary step for 
the Sadan players—if one is to judge 
by the results, there is destined to be 
a radical change in policy of selec- 
tion of plays, not by the Sadan The- 
atre alone, but by the whole Hebrew 
theatre. Hebrew drama concerns it- 


plays which smack of times long 
past and are best forgotten, Here, 
however, is something very close to 
reality. And here, too, lies the secret 
of its success. 

Staging of “The Big Craze” was no 
joke in Palestine. It took Itzhak M. 
Daniel, ingenious director, to put up 
a revolving stage, first of its kind in 
the country. And it took a blase 
audience by virtual storm. 

This is the second attempt of the 
Sadan Theatre, which was organized 
only recently. In the first of the two 
acts dramatic sequences are bubbling 
with humor. Tragedy is well mixed 
with fun. 





Comedy in three acts by Bruno Frank; 
Hebrew version, Moshe Dauber; directed 
by Benno Fraenkel; scenery, Azriel; at 
Teatron Ivri, Tel Aviv. 
se, ££ eae Nissan Shnweli 
EE as ae sac ue Ruth Klip;ter 
Joseph Burdach,......... Abraham Sklarsch 
See «= GUT. boc cbsecoct ceed Aharon Frejtag 
Alice Quilling...............Sonya Althach 
BEAM Pivee..cscccoss Maxim Sakashansky 
Dr, URSOIMIRER. .cccccecs Moshe Buxhgum 
ks. WEORe dcivee ave’ toea =s Lichtenstein 
[eres Chaim Fish 
Liarrister’s Assistant...... Shelly Bernstein 
Court. Official. .cccccccsecces Samuel Fisher | 
PNG heeds cceendneasiucscons<e Tamara Fein 





With the presentation of this play, 
the Teatron Ivri (Hebrew Theatre), 
organized nearly a year ago by Ger- 
man exiles here, establishes 
more firmly in Palestine legit. New 
play was adapted by Moshe Dauber 
from Bruno Frank’s ‘Sturm in Was- 
serglas.’ Deftly directed by Benno 


itself | 





Fraenkel, the production is complete 
in almost every respect. 

Settings, augmented with over- 
handsome furniture and paintings, 
are disturbing. But the stage man- 





agement is handled well, even in| 


the exceptionally difficult final act.| due to Konstantyner, who is hilart- 
Story concerns the role played by ous in the comedy lead. 





Story is set in Budapest along the 
Austro-Russian front during the late 
war. A young Jewish journalist, de- 
spite pacifist leanings, enlists lest his 
race be called slackers. Then his 
mental torture, et al., when he learns 
that the country he is fighting. Great 
Britain, has promised a Jewish Na- 
tional Home in Palestine. 


Idea takes, particularly at this 
crucial time in Zionist history. 
Should click abroad, too, for_ the 


same reason. Poland is particularly 
fertile ground and suggestion of a 
tour in that country is now being 
considered. Excellent British prop® 
ganda, besides, and nobody is kick- 
ing. 

Role of the young 
well. handled by Arielli. 
Schindler is not bad. Honors 


journalist '§ 
and Miss 
are 


Set. 








self chiefly with biblical themes and » 
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Radio Station 
Snatches Prof; 
Ladies Burn 


Indianapolis, Jan. 26. 


Indiana League of Wemen Voters 
squawked loudly when Albert Bev- 
eridge, Jr., of station WIRE met Prof. 
T. V. Smith of the University of Chi- 
cago at the railroad station here and 
whisked the prof to WIRE for a 
radio broadcast. Ladies said it was 
unethical and pediculous for a radio 
station to horn in on their paid lec- 
turer. 

Smith is the air speaker who has 
attracted attention because of the 
similarity of his radio voice to that 
of Alexander Wooilcott. 


For Charity It’s Illegal; 
Odd Child Labor Ruling 








‘LUCKY PANTIES NOT 
PUBLICITY’ —OWNER 


Detroit, Jan. 26. 

Defending herself against charges 
of a hotel maid that she had caused 
her ‘false’ arrest, Jean Dalrymple, 
secretary of Jose Iturbi, sent a 537- 
word telegram to all local sheets last 
week explaining that the ‘stealing’ of 
her ‘lucky panties’ was not a pub- 
licity stunt. 

Miss Dalrymple is being sued 
along with the Statler Hotel, where 
the panties turned up missing in De- 
cember, for $10,000 damages, by Viv- 
toria Siwiec, former maid who was 
held for the theft. Miss Dalrymple, 
in the telegram, declared she had 
begged reporters and friends to kill 
the story ‘as I wanted no publicity 
for myself or the hotel.’ The ‘lucky 
panties’ were worn by Miss Dal- 
rymple when she and Iturbi es- 
caped death in the crash of an 
American Clipper of Trinidad last 
April. 

Iturbi has been substituted for 
Viadimir Horowitz in the Masonic 
Temple concert series Feb. 2. 

Horowitz, who was forced to inter- 
rupt his European tour because of an | 


| 
| 
} 











Bars Slenczynski, 12 | 


Philadelphia, Jan. 26. 

Ruth Slenczynski, 12-year-old 
piano prodigy, was prevented from 
playing scheduled recital in Acad- 
emy of Music here last Thursday 
(21) night by State Department of 
Labor. Curious aspect of affair was 
that child’s appearance was illegal 
because a percentage was earmarked 
for charity. Previous recitals for 
straight fee or percentage being 
okayed by law. 

Explanation is that in playing date 
for charity Miss Slenczynski was 
technically employed and so came 
under Pennsylvania’s iron-bound 
child labor laws. In her regular re- 
citals she’s figured to be working for 
herself and is therefore not tech- 
nically ‘employed.’ That strict in- 
terpretation came in for plenty of 
verbal abuse from music lovers, who 
saw in whole affair example of petty 
red tape. 

Despite avalanche of criticism, 
however, Herbert C. McGlinchey, 
supervisor of this area for Depart- 
ment of Labor and Industry, held 
his ground, claiming ‘the law is the 
law.’ Recital was to have benefited 
Philadelphia Committee for the Pre- 
vention of Blindness. Recitals for 
Same cause had been held in several 
other Pennsylvania cities within 
preceding few days, all without 
protest. 








Claude Lapham’s Japanese 
Music in U.S. by Shortwave 


First international broadcast of 
Claude Lapham’s Japanese Concerto 
in C Minor scheduled for 10:30 p.m., 
hight of Jan. 30, EST. Will originate 
with KX JOAK, head station of the 
government - supervised - Japanese 
system, and reach this country 
through CBS. Klaus Pringsheim, di- 
rector of the Imperial Academy of 
Music in Tokyo, will swing the stick 
before the Tokyo New Sympathy 
Orchestra. 

Lapham work is the first concerto 
ever written in the Japanese five- 
tone scale and represents a conven- 
tional sonata-form handling of 
themes which might be Japanese if 
Lapham hadn't written them. It was 
first performed in Tokyo by the 
P.C.L. Orchestra under Kyusuke 
Kami in 1935 and later broadcast 
throughout Japan by the same organ- 
ization. Later that same year it was 
recorded by Victor. 


Sues Severin Eisenberger 


Cleveland, Jan. 26. 

Severin Eisenberger may be a vir- 
tuoso on the concert piano, but not 
eloquent enough at home to suit his 
wife, Mrs, Margarete Eisenberger, 
who is suing him in Cleveland courts 
for divorce on grounds of extreme 
cruelty, 

Cleveland pianist’s frau contends 
that he hasn’t spoken a word to her 
for two years. Also complained he 
has ‘committed many acts during 
this period which were designed to 
vex and harass the plaintiff.’ She 
1S asking custody of their child, 
Agnes, 13, 

Couple came from Vienna eight 
years ago and were married here 
June 18, 1921, and he became head 








of Cleveland Music School Settle- | Sylphides,’ ‘Scherherazade,’ and ‘Au- 


ment. In September, 1935, wife sued 


appendicitis operation, was forced to | 
cancel his engagement here when | 
doctors ordered him not to under- | 
take his American tour until March. | 
Iturbi, here for series of Ford Symph 
broadcasts, offered to sub. 

Meanwhile, opening of the Detroit | 
Concert society's series of five piano 
recitals has been postponed until | 
Feb. 9, with Rudolf Serkin as the | 
first attraction. 


FEMINISTS SEE 
SLUR TO SEX 


Baltimore, Jan. 26. 

Last week Freddie Huber, munici- 
pal director of music, lifted ban on 
women musikers’ eligibility to play 
in the Balto Symph Orch, and—five 
femmes were chosen to be addedtoe 
Orch’s string section. 

On Sat. (23), Local 40 ruled that 
two of the women added to the 
Symph’s roster, Vivienne Cordera 
Conn and Mrs. Charles Feldman, 
could not play with outfit. One had 
at one time been a member of musi- 
cal union; other had not. Both ap- 
plied at union after getting tabbed 
by Symph, but their applications 
were not really passed on; pair 
simply told couldn’t play with Orch. 

Understood Local 40 feels that two 
regular paid-up members of union 
should have been added to Symph, 
and for that reason union is holding 
out. Late last night (Monday) Oscar 
Appel, prez of union, could not be 
drawn out in matter, saying would 
make no announcement till after a 
board meeting to be held on Friday 
(29), at which matter of the two 
women in dispute will be taken up 
by union directors. 

It is not likely there would ever 
have been a meeting on matter, save 
that flock of feminists around town 
heard of the union’s action via the 
grapevine route, and have started 
out to get hunk with union if organ- 
ization persists in its ruling. Rather 
a few prominent hostesses of social 
background have phoned union, ex- 
plaining they have entertained often 
and lavishly in their homes, and 
have always used union musicians 
for affairs. These women then point 
out that there is no actual necessity 
of using union men in future, and 
let organization draw own conclu- 
sions. 

Newly made members of the 
Symph are carded to premiere with 
outfit before public at a concert for 
chi'dren on Sat. (30). A rehearsal 
is set for Thursday, but unless Local 
40 alters present plan and holds 
meeting on eligibility of pair to join 
and re-join union before the skedded 
board pow-wow Friday, the two 
women will be unable to rehearse. 

Symph officials are taking no hand 
in the angle union is pursuing. Their 
stand is that they selected five 
women after auditioning a roomful, 
and that expect the five to show up 
o. k. for the Thursday rehearsal. | 

















Russ Ballet in Sydney 
Sydney, Jan. 5. 
Russian Monte Carlo Ballet has 
opened here. Gave the city its gay- 
est premiere in months. 
Ballets presented include, ‘Les 
the direc- 
unit will 


rora’s Wedding.’ Under 
“9% of Williamson-Tait, 





Edith Bloomfield for $50,000 dam- 


@ges for alienation of affection, but | offer a weekly change during ah 
season, 


suit has not yet come to trial. 





| through an awkward 





Art Vs. Economics 





Leonard Liebling tells this 
one on Geurge Gershwin and 
Igor Stravinsky: 

Gershwin, hearing of the 
great Russian composer’s Amer- 
ican advent, cabled over that he 
would appreciate some lessons 
(for fees) on counterpoint, 
composition, etc. 

Stravinsky cabled back, ‘How 
much did you make last year?’ 


‘About $150,000, Gershwin 
cabled back. 
‘You better come over here 


and give me some 
Stravinsky wired back, 


College Credits 


For Attendance 


lessons,’ 











At Concerts, Etc. 


Detroit, Jan. 26. 
College credits will be given un- 
der a new concert-lecture series to 
be presented by the Detroit Symph. 


Sponsors include 10 colleges in this 
territory, including University of 
Michigan, University of Detroit and 
Wayne U. Persons desiring credits 


| must register prior to opening of 


series Jan. 25. 

Series will be held every Monday 
night in Orchestra Hall, with a one- 
hour concert by the ork, preceded by 
a lecture by Edith Rhetts Tilton, ed- 
ucational director of the Detroit 
Symph Society. Victor Kolar, co- 
director of the symph, will conduct 
the concerts. 


Rehearsal Pay Next 


Time at Frisco Opera 








San Francisco, Jan. 26. 

-Puring - — ye season, the Son 
Francisco Opera Company here wil 
have a professional chorus and mem- 
bers will be paid a stated salary for 
the first time during the rehearsal 
period. Understudy cast system, in- 
augurated last year will be con- 
tinued. 

General Director Gaetano Merola 
has issued a call for chorus members 
pending active rehearsals next 
month, 


Organ Guild Hits Utah 


Salt Lake City, Jan. 26. 

First charter in western America 
of the American Guild of Organists 
was granted Saturday (23) to a 
group of Utah musicians, majority of 
whom are Salt Lakers. 

Frank W. Asper, organist at the 
L.D.S, tabernacle, reputed to be one 
of the largest instruments in the 
world, was named president. 

Each of the 18 charter members 
have had five or more years experi- 
ence. The Utah chapter was empow- 
ered to give examinations each May 
to organists seeking academic de- 
grees of master of arts in music. 


Judson Gets Ballet 


Deal for American Ballet to go 
under Arthur Judson management 
was consummated this past week. Bu- 
reau pact gets underway immedi- 
ately to handle troupe’s newest 
work, ‘Card Party’ (formerly labeled 
‘Poker’), which Igor Stravinsky has 
composed. 

Tentative dates are April 21-22 at 
the Metropolitan Opera, N. Y., in 
between the winter and spring ses- 
sions, Program will be all-Stravin- 
sky. 














TOWER, K. C. 


(Continued from page 50) 


laughs, but it’s pretty stale stuff. 
Their patter is no dice. 

Falon Sisters and Tom do some 
nice clowning and tapping. One of 
the girls works dead-pan and carries 
it off well. 





The line (12) do the best they can, | 
over | 


which is not enough to put 
their production number with Lester 
Harding. Latter warbles ‘Red Sails 
in the Sunset’ while the girls go 
routine cos- 
tumed to look more like red butter- 
flies than anything else. They fare 
much better in their closing routine, 
one of the girls fronting with some 
effective spinning. 

Pic is ‘Holy Terror’ (20th), with 
Fox news and an RKO comedy short. 

Hoyt. 


— 


Ferde Grofe, With Liebling Annotating, 
Kicks Out a La Swing in Carnegie Hall 





By ABEL GREEN 
Ferde Grofe, the customers and 
/even the ushers at Carnegie Hall, 
| N. Y., last Tuesday night (19) let 





| themselves go on the occasion of this | ? 
| jazz composer-arranger’s debut as a| Classics, 
Auspices | 


| Carnegie Hall maestro. 





‘not omitted and Grofe showed ‘em 


the latest in modern scoring, Leonard 
Berman getting the billing for the 
arrangement. But swing, like the 


shouldn’t be adulterated, 
and a Benny Goodman or a Teddy 


| were the N. Y. Fund for Free Pools} Powell or a Chick Webb version of 
(N. Y. Daily Mirror exploitation| ‘Savoy’ sounds more like it, than 


stunt), tied in with the Warm! 
Springs Foundation which, automa- 
tically, gave the Grofe concert a 
| patriotic flavor. 

Leonard Liebling, who had been| 
doing a nice job during the first half | 
with his ‘program palaver’ (actual | 
| quote, which gives an idea of what} 
| can happen when the staid Carne. ie | 
| Hall goes ‘Stompin’ at the Savoy’), | 
| overstayed a bit in the second por- 
| tion, with result the customers got| 
a bit out of hand. Otherwise Lieb- | 
| ling’s behavior made a generally| 
| good impression. Since Deems Tay-| 
| lor wisecracked the musical inter- | 
| pretations for Paul Whiteman, Grofe | 
|}and Tin Pan Alley seems to accept | 
a musical m. c. as a matter of course. 
Just why, however, is somebody 
else’s debate. 


concert was quite socko. Quite a few 


ated the proceedings. After Liebling 
a bit verbosely identified the maes- 
tro as Ferdinand Rudolph von Grofe, 
44, etc., to give him the square han- 
dle, plus Grofe’s Paul Whiteman- 
esque antecedents, etc., the show ~’as 
on. 
Fittingly the ‘Mardi Gras’ move- 


ment out of his ‘Mississippi Suite’ 
teed off. Thence (Miss) Dana 
Suesse’s ‘Evening in Harlem’ (or- 


chestrated by Foster Cope), got its 
first performance. Politely received, 
but not as distinguished as the po- 
tential treatment of an evening in 
Harlem might have suggested. Fol- 
lowed another Grofe excerpt, this 
time ‘Sob Sister’ out of his ‘Tabloid’ 
suite. 

Otto Cesama, conducting his own 


like it, in the Harlem idiom. FiF884 
the maestro-composer of this work, 
doing a Rubinoff, manifested nice 
platform showmanship with his the- 
atrical batoneering. ‘Negro Heaven’ 
is now a more or less standard radio 
orchestra work for the concert- 
dance combos, and the major strain 
is almost dance tempo in its strict 
rhythmic pace. 

Eastwood Lane’s ‘Fourth of July 
Parade’ from his ‘4th of July’ ballet 
suite was another first performance, 
a bright interlude, and, as orches- 
trated by Hans Spialek, an engaging 
work. 

Zanuck ‘Makes’ Carnegie 


Strong first-half finale was Grofe’s 
own ‘Hollywood’ suite which he com- 
posed for the Hollywood Ballet at 
the Metropolitan Opera House two 
years ago. It’s a light, good-humored 
work, with its sandpaper props by 
the traps to indicate the sweepers; 
the nancy ‘whoo-whoo’ to indicate 
the swish of the set dancer; the hard 
shoes to interpret the taps of the 
chorines in the filmusical produc- 
tion; the hammers when the carpen- 
ters and electricians strike a et, 
etc. Russ Case is program-credited 
for the Precision Routine. Liebling, 
for this number, observed that BZ 
and AZ is now the Hollywood key- 
note—Before Zanuck and After Za- 
nuck. 

Reopening, George Gershwin’s 
Cuban Overture was a satire on the 
rhumba flavor, with Rosa Linda 
presiding at the Steinway for the 
solo. She did so well she was forced 
to an unscheduled encore. Darrell 
Calker arranged the Gershwin en- 
try. David Guion’s ‘Scissors Grinder’ 
was the ‘b’ portion. 

Grofe’s major work of the evening, 
another First Concert Performance, 
followed—‘Steel.’ This was written 
| for the American Rolling Mill Co. 
| and, as when Grofe first introduced 
a battery of typewriters and some 
| gats to interpret his ‘Tabloid’ suite 
| realistically, a pneumatic and com- 
pressed air drill are some of the 
effects in the musical rendition of 
‘Steel,’ plus the dinner siren, and 
ithe like. 
| it's an impressive work, musically. 
Foster Cope’s ‘Shanghai Suite,’ the 
| composer conducting, got another 
maiden debut on this bill. Based on 











| the composer's China background it} 


| proved a moderate Oriental fantasy. 

Just to prove what a mugg audi- 
lence really wants seep down when 
| Liebling inadvertently anrfunced 
that ‘Stompin’ at the Savoy’ would 


| be omitted besause of time limita-. 


tions, the audience's consternation 
was unmistakable. However, it was 


under the Carnegie compromise. 
Same went for Vladimir Selinsky’s 
string quartet as they swung three 


| minutes of Gershwin. Selinsky, Max 


Silverman, Isidore Zir and Abrasha 
Borodkin gave ‘Fascinating Rhythm,’ 
‘The Man I Love,’ ‘Liza’ and ‘I Got 
Rhythm’ more musical distinction 
than the composer ever reckoned on. 
Same went for Irving Berlin’s ‘Cheek 
to Cheek.’ Charles Baum, who had 
been doing a crack pianoforte-celeste 
job in the regular personnel, got the 
billing for performing a chorus on 
a new Electronic Piano. The cham- 
ber music style of swingo would 
never satisfy the Stuff Smith Onyx 
Club addicts. 

Grofe’s ‘Gay Nineties’ from his 


In sequence and in toto the Grofe | 


first performances further punctu- | 


Despite the theatricalism 


| suite, ‘Wheels,’ and the ‘Grand Can- 
| yon Suite,’ his best known work-—— 
doing the ‘On the Trail’ and ‘Cloud- 
| burst’ movements—concluded a high~ 
ly interesting and effective reeital in 
modern American music. 


CULTURE HITS 
EASTERN SHORE 


Baltimore, Jan. 26. 


Folks down on the Eastern Sho’ 
|of Maryland are yenning for culture. 
\In Salisbury (12,000 pop.), biggest 
| burg on the Sho’, movement afoot to. 
bring some name concert artists 
;town. Group of citizens banned to- 
gether as Gerpantbiii¢ te country- 
side trying to shag 1,000 persons for 
$6 each for underwriting series of 
three concerts this winter. 

As far back as the records run 
there has been only one concert 
artist ever to make the Eastern 
Sho’, That was John Charles 
Thomas, who once warbled a benefit 
at Easton, Md., for local orphanage. 
Thomas has a summer shack in vi- 
cinity and takes personal interest in 
region. . 


SYMPHONY-DANCE IS 
CLICK, SO REPEATED 


Detroit, Jan. 26. 


Overfiow crowd, the first in moons, 
at the Detroit Symph concert-dance 
last week, has forced repeat program 
at a special pop concert Saturday, 
Feb. 27. 

Combination dance-concert, featur- 
ing symph and Olga Fricker dancers, 
ordinarily is presented once a year 
at young people’s series on Saturday 
mornings. With hundreds turned 
away last week at Orchestra Hall, 
Murray Paterson, manager of the 
symph, acceded to demands for a 
repetition before an adult audience, 

















Jerusalem to Belgium 
For One-Night Jump 


The Hague, Jan. 15. 

Violinist Bronislaw Huberman had 
just finished a concert at Tel Aviv in 
Palestine on Jan. 5 when he realized 
he was signed to play at Liege, in 
Belgium, on Jan. 8, with no way of 
getting there. 

However, a clipper plane, passing 
through from Java to Amsterdam, in 
order to help him out, made a 
special landing, which enabled him 
to get to Liege that same night to 
fulfill his engagement, 


All Russian Opry 


Berlin, Jan. 17. 

Feodor Chaliapin is scheduled to 
| give a concert in Berlin this month. 
|He plans to get together an operatic 
company composed entirely of sing- 
lers who are Russian emigrants. 

| Idea is to play guest engagements 
in the chief European cities present- 
‘ing unknown as well as known Rus- 
sian operas. 
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Burton Wins Libel Action 

Settlement of the $200,000 libel 
action brought by Crawford Burton, 
gentleman steeplechase rider and 
New York stock broker, was an- 
nounced last week by Joseph R. 
Truesdale, attorney, who declared 
that his client had accepted $22,250 
from the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. 
Action grew cut of the publication 
of an advertisement showing Bur- | 
ton dressed in riding habit in such | 
a way that it appeared to show him | 
indecently exposed. His fee for the 
cigarette indorsement was $500. 

Stipulations were filed indicating 
that adiustments and settlements out 
of court have been made in suits 
brought by Burton against Esquire, 
Funk & Wagnalls, William Esty, and 
McGraw-Hill. 


Settlement covered all of the yet |: 


untried actions with the exception 
of one case against Leon and Eddie's, 
New York nitery. In this case, it is 
charged that Eddie Davis, one of the 
partners ci the restaurant, had su- 
perimp»sed a picture of his face in 
place of that of Burton’s and sent a 


copy of the picture to many of his Guild members that he would not re- | Louis Delapree, also a French cor-| unify the Guild’s policy toward the 


friends as a gag Xmas greeting. 

Burton also won a jury verdict of | 
$2,500 from the Crowell Publishing | 
Co., publishers of Collier’s, and the | 
American Magazine. He had sued for 
$75,000 in this action. 

Plaintiff declared that following 
the publication of the picture he was 
held up to the jibes and ridicule of | 
his colleagues on the floor of the | 
Stock Exchange. Their remarks were | 
such, he alleged, that he was forced 
to remain away from his business to 
escape the abuse. 

First suit against the Crowell Pub- | 
lishing Co. was thrown oft of a U. 
S. District Court when it came up for | 
trial. However, Justice Learned 
Hand of the Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals ruled that the advertisement 
‘made of the plaintiff a preposter- 


|ran ads. 


Madrid’s Literati 





Too Easy Emergence of Madrid as a literary 

'and cultural center through concen- 

| tration there of writers from all 

Garden City Publications, parts of the world, was the impres- 


subsidiary of Doubleday-Doran, 
put out e collection of pop 
poems, including 114 verses by 
writers whose nsames were not 
known. Firm offered a $10 prize 
to the first person to identify 
authors of any of these. 
Berton Braley, who had four 
signed poems in the anthology, 


sion gathered in Hollywood last 
week from the talk of Ralph Bates, 
British novelist. Germany is repre- 
| sented in Madrid by Ludwig Renn, 
| recently out of a co:.centration camp, 
|now commanding a battalion of the 
| International Brigade: France by 
| Andre Malraux, commanding an air 
| squadron; Charles Vildrac, too old to 








wrote in to claim a fifth titled 'fight, but driving a propaganda 
‘Loyalty’-—and won the saw- truck through the country; Louis | 
buck. Aragon, Andre Chamson, Tristan | 








Tzara, Paul Nizan and others. Ameri- 
News Guild Strike in Flushing can novelists John Dos Passos and 
Newspaper Guild of New York last | Ernest Hemingway are heading for | 
week voted unanimously to call a|Madrid. And many more from all 
strike at the North Shore Daily Jour- | parts of world are there already. 
nal, published in Flushing, L. LI, | Among literati casualties in the 
following the refusal of 11 members | Spanish war thus far are Ralph Fox, | 
of the editorial staff to walk through | British biographer and novelist, and | 
the picket lines of striking typogra- | Pablo De La Torriente-Brau, Cuban 
nhers. | journalist, both killed in action. Guy 
Action was taken after T. Harold | De Traversay, French correspondent, | 
Forbes, publisher, informed the ; Was executed by Franco’s troops and 





| 
| 


instate them. Strikers are publish- | respondent, was killed by National-| 
ing the Flushing Express, an eight- jist bullets. 
page weekly tabloid. WS. Daily | 
Journal continues publishing also. | 
Journal contains mostly U.P. news| Cedric Belfrage’s ‘Away From It 
and filler and some material from| All’ has been pencilled in for the 
out-of-town correspondents. Only | April choice of the Book Guild, after | 
men working are the managing edi- | weeks of feuding between him and | 
tor and the city editor. There are | Simon & Schuster, .his publishers, 
no local advertisements, as the print- | over changes which Belfrage balked | 
ers have picketed all stores which | on. 
A few national advertise- Book, which was published last 
ments are carriéd such as cigarettes.|fall in England, isn’t the routine | 
afterthoughts of a working scribber, | 
NLRB Clears Lynch, Armstrong as are most of the others. 
Decision by the National Labor | chucked his job on the London Ex- 
Relations Board in Seattle last week | press and made a world tour seek- 
absolved Frank Lynch, photographer, ing the answer to the economic 
and Everhardt Armstrong, dramatic | mess. Book is light and left. 
critic, from responsibility for the| Belfrage is presently hiding out 
labor difficulties of the Seattle Post- | near Hollywood. 





Belfrage’s Feud 





| members of the entire Scripps-How- 


| winter in 


Belfrage | 


igre ty in New York. 





i i 
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Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending Jan. 23, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 


Fiction 
‘Gone With the Wind’ ($3.00)................. By Margaret Mitchell 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ ($2.50)..............-By W. D. Edmonds 
‘Late George Apley’ ($2.50) ......... ged evecesces By John Marquand 
‘Street of Fishing Cat’ ($2.50) ....... to re eer By Jolan Foldes 
"Yang and Yin’ ($2.50) ........ceces Yee tia tere By Alice T. Hobart 
‘Sound of Running Feet’ ($2.50) ..........005. By Josephine Lawrence 


Non-Fiction 
‘How to Win Friends’ ($2.00) 
‘An American Doctor’s Odyssey’ ($3.50 
‘Live Alone and Like It’ ($1.50) 
‘The Bible’ ($3.75) ec ee 
‘Flowering of New England’ ($4.00).... 
Autobiography of G. K. Chesterton ($3.00). 


Soa waete Cees By Dale Carnegie 
By Doctor Victor G. Heiser 
any Marjorie Hillis 
y Ernest Sutherland Bates 
....By Van Wyck Brooks 











low for ‘Asleep in the Deep’ special- 
ists. Instead of ringing, the ul: mM 
clock in this cabin says boo-boo-boo- 
boo. It has everything the Metropoli- 
tan Opera House has, except an audi- 
ence. 


Cabin No. 4 is laid out like a nite 
club, with four midgets putting on 
a floor show in the clothes closet. 
|For couvert charge, there’s an extra 
50c. tap for a double bed-sheet. If 
. . the guest has a bankroll he can al- 

CHATTER ways get a glass of water free. An 
iiasin Wisk in Wie Virk. | m. c. also goes with this cabin, but 

Story mag has a new cover design es Spee 
= thasiree Slater. i | Cabin No. 5 is Casa de Comedy, 

. built for laughs. Anybody occupy- 

Joseph C. Lincoln _ing this one must have a sense of 
Florida. humor. There’s a trick bladder at- 

Mrs. Edward Bellamy, 76, on a lec- tached to the transom, and when you 
ture tour in California. open the door the bladder slaps you 

John Dos Passos will exhibit his in the kisser. Specially made wall 
| paper contains every standard com- 
'edy routine, from ‘Meet You Around 


Guild Meet on Scripps-Howard 
Delegates of Newspaper Guild 


ard chain held a_ convention in 
Columbus, Ohio, on Sunday, Jan. 24, 
and set up an advisory committee to 


management of all S-H newspapers. 

Meeting adopted a general pro- 
gram for guild units to establish on 
all papers in the chain. 





spending the 


coud A ee od Pome irae ee | tee Corner in a Half an Hour’ to 
-Focmets Fert acta ip : . _|‘Dr. Dipp’s Sanitarium,’ with new 
Errol Flynn’s book ‘Beam Ends’ | asides. The floors are padded for 


| has been postponed until Feb. 17. 


prattfalls. Next to the radio there's 


ously ridiculous spectacle, and the | Intelligencer and ordered the news- 
obvious mistake only added to the |paper to reinstate the twc men. 

amusement.’ It was their discharge, 
strong’s case for alleged insubordina- 
tion, and in Lynch's case for alleged 
incompetence, which brought on the 
strike at the Hearst paper. It was 
said by John Boettiger, present pub- 
lisher of the paper, that the Hearst 


neral management woul eal 
ge - waw585 age Gre would obbbecs 


fave as yet made public no state- 
ment on their future course in the 





Kaufman and Hart Forgot 
Farrar & Rinehart is publishing 
the new Kaufman-Hart play ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You,’ despite the 


result of a mixup createa whs,.1s, 2 
authors forgot that, under a previous 
contract, they owed a play to Farrar 


in Arm- | 








& Rinehart, who published ‘Once 
in a Lifetime.’ 

Random House published ‘Merrily 
We Roll Along’ and was only advised 
by Farrar & Rinehart’s option after 
publication. Stanley Rinehart and 
Bennett Cerf talked it over in friend- 
ly fashion, however, mentioning a 
couple of times that ‘you know these 
authors.” They then agreed that 
‘Can’t Take’ goes to Farrar & Rine- 
hart, after which Kaufman-Hart 
plays will be published by Random 
House. 





Daily’s Daily ‘Time’ Imitation 
Scripps-Howard owned _ Buffalo 
Times has inaugurated a half-page 


case. 

NLRB held that the men were dis- 
charged for union activity and for 
the purpose of discouraging future 
membership in the Guild. 





F. & R. Grabs Salminen Book 

Farrar and Rinehart has secured 
the American rights to publish the 
translation of Sally Salminen’s first 
Swedish novel, ‘Katrina,’ and will 
bring it out in late spring. Author 
created a considerable stir by win- 
ning a $2,500 Swedish prize for the 
best first novel submitted in a con- 
test conducted by Holger Publishing 
Co. At the time the award was 
announced she was working as a 
maid in New York, and wrote the 








daily feature titled This Day: World 
News in 15 Minutes. Idea for the 
feature, whicH is executed in the 
Time Magazine's style, is credited to 
George H. Lyon, editor, and John P. 
Lewis, managing editor. 

Three men from the regular staff 
have switched over to work exclu- 
sively on this feature. They are Les- 
ton P. Faneuf, Clyde Davis and Ger- 
ald Breckenridge. Latter is actually 
Gerald Breitigam, Jr., son of the 
feature editor of the N. Y. World- 
Telegram. He is the author of two 
novels, second of which, ‘The Be- 
sieged,’ will appear in March. 





Hearst Promises 
W. R. Hearst has instructed his 
three New York newspapers to cease 
- using the word ‘Negro’ on heads and 

streamers in crime stories. 
Publisher got a kick from the Na- 
tional Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People, prompted 
by the handling of the murder of 
Mrs. Mary Harriet Case, in Jackson 
Heights. NAACP resentment was es- 
pecially enkindled by the manner in 


which the Daily Mirror was han- 


dling the story. 

NAACP feels that racial designa- 
tion is not usually made by papers 
when characters in stories are other 
than Negroes, Organization has tried 


a long time to get newspapers to 


co-op on the idea, but has met with 
scanty success. 





Ed Geiger Moves Over 

After 15 years on the main sports 
desk of the Chicago American, eve- 
ning Hearst sheet, Ed Geiger leaves 
to become director of sports promo- 
tion for the paper. 

Coming in to replace will be Ed 
Cockran from the Kansas City Jour- 
nal-Post. Shift takes effect Feb. 1. 


book in her spare time. She has 
since returned to her native island 
and is working on another book. 
Annie Lawrie Williams agented 
the deal for the American rights. 





Another Gotham Escapade 


azine, to be published on Feb. 19. It 
will be 9x12 inches in size, and aims 
to strike a character between the 
New Yorker and Cue. Publication 
will sell for a nickel, appear Fridays, 
and contain features, theatrical and 
film reviews, night club guide and 
other metropolitan news. 

Jack M. Krupnick is editor and 
Sam Moskowitz art director. Krup- 
nick formerly was editor and pub- 
lisher of the Queenstown Journal, a 
Long Island publication. 





Frank Wright Dies 

Frank Wright, vet prairie editor, 
died in Regina, Sask., Jan. 14, soon 
after getting a three-month leave of 
absence from the editorial writer’s 
job at the Regina Star. 

Although 72, he had never seen 
a motion picture show, claiming mo- 
tion pictures were desecration of le- 
gitimate theatre. 

James McCook, former news editor 
of the Social Credit newspaper, Cal- 
gary, Alberta, toek his place, 





Chas. Selden Retires 

Charles Selden, chief London cor- 
respondent of the N. Y. Times, re- 
tired this month from active service 
after 45 yéars of newspaper work. 
He was given a farewell luncheon by 
the Association of American Corre- 
spondents in London. Selden will 
return to the U. S., and plans to live 
in Nantucket. 

Ferdinand Kuhn, Jr., for nine 
years with the London bureau, has 
been appointed Selden’s successor. 





Manhattan Escapade is a new mag- | 





| 
Ringmaster Quarterly 
Ringmaster, which has been pub- 
| lished bi-monthly, will 
| format and be sold only as a quar- 
| terly through bookstores in the fu- 
|ture. Price not yet determined, but 

expected to be between $2 and $3 

per issue. Magazine sold for 35c. up 
| to now. 


=ztecey Peg tgy te 


; goa. pub- 
lisher, former editor of Outdoor Life, 


| also heads the Modern Group, Inc., a } 


| literary and theatrical agency, with 
| headquarters in New York. 





Symposium on Films 

First public event of the L. A. 
branch of the Western Writers’ Con- 
gress will be a symposium on ‘Films 
in the Making,’ Jan. 31, at the Holly- 
wood. Chamber of Commerce. 

Discussion of screenplay-writing 
will be headed by Samson Raphael- 
son, Wm. K. Howard, J. P. McEvoy 
and Frank Scully. 





Vacation for Two 

Architectural Record, published in 
New York, and Architectural Review 
of London will swap editors for one 
issue. A. Lawrence Kocher of the 
Record will edit the London publica- 
tion and H. de C. Hastings will do 
the same for the New York maga- 
zine, 





One-Act Play Mag 
Contemporary Play Publications, 
|Inc., will put out a new monthly 
mag to be called ‘The One-Act Play.’ 
First issue March 1 at 50c per copy. 

Maurice Freyfield is president of 
the corporation; William Kozlenco, 
editor, vice-president and_ sec’y; 
Stanley Lieberman, treas. Offices 
will be in N. Y. 








: Opie Read Still at It 
, Opie Read celebrated his 84th 
birthday at his home in Chicago last 
week. 

Author of 52 books is completing 
a new work entitled, ‘Autobiography 
of the Devil: Satan’s Side of It.’ 

Read continues vigorous and in 
good health. 





Coronation Scribblers 

John Drinkwater, British author, 
and the Marchioness of Aberdeen, 
Scottish noblewoman. have been 
signed by the Foreign Press Syndi- 
cate to do separate series of articles 
on the coronation festivities, starting 
the end of April. 





Kenneth Blakiston Dies 
Kenneth M. Blakiston, 77, presi- 
dent of P. Biakiston, Son & Co., Inc., 
medical and scientific book publish- 
ing firm, died last Tuesday (19) in 
his home in Philadelphia following 
an attack of influenza. 





Indian Historian Dead 
Mrs. Bonnie Jean Prather, 66, 
writer of Indian history, died in Los 
Angeles Jan, 18. 
She was born in Exira, Iowa, and 
had lived in California 25 years. 





| 


change its | 


| 


| lancz. 


Van Wyck Mason in Bermuda for | 
the winter, working on a new mys- 
tery. | 

Milly Bennett, correspondent, left | 
Moscow for Spain and the revolu- 
tion. 

British rights to Webb Miller’s | 
book ‘I Found No Peace’ sold to Gol- 
| New York Times Book Fair will | 
| be repeated in October or No- 
| vember. | 


| switch and you go from 


a special writing pad and pencil for 


| stealing gags from the comedy pro- 


grams. There’s a direct phone to 
the telegraph office for sending col- 
lect messages. 

‘Flash’ Cabin on % 

Cabin No. 6 is the closer, clincher 
and piece de resistance—Flash Act. 
The bed is on a turntable. Turn the 
a tourist 
camp cabin to a suite at the Waldorf- 
Astoria. There’s no standard room 


Julcs Romains, president of the 
International P.E.N.. Club, married 
Mile. Dreyfus, his secretary, in Paris. 

Robert and Helen Lynd have writ- 
ten a new book titled ‘Middletown 
in Transition,’ a sequel to ‘Middle- 
town.’ 

Geoffrey Parson, Jr., has left the 
Boston Globe and is now on the gen- 
eral staff of the N. Y. Herald- 
Tribune. 

Cecil Lewis, author of ‘Sagittarius 
Rising,’ due in N. Y. Feb. 4. He is 
a special director of television for 
British Broadcasting Corp. 

O. O. McIntyre prides himself that 
in his 14 years of contributing to 
Cosmopolitan he has never had a re- 
jection or request for rewrite. 

Archibald Ogden, at present in 
charge of Everyman’s Library, at 
Dutton’s, will join the editorial de- 
partment of Atlantic Monthly Press 
on Feb. 1. 

Dudley Ross of the San Francisco 
bureau of the Associated Press re- 
placed Everett Tipton as head of the 
AP wirephoto bureau in Los Angeles. 
Tipton goes to the bureau’s copy 
desk. 





Mack’s Camp 











(Continued from page 1) 


manager in Racine, Wis. But Charlie’s 
training behind the vaudeville book 
didn’t do him any harm, for he talked 
the guy into taking a 25% cut. 


Cabins’ Vaude Layout 


The cabins are arranged like a six- 
act bill. Cabin No. 1 is called Les 
Acrobatique. It has twin trampo- 
lines instead of regular beds, and the 
hay is reached via teeter-board, with 
Roman rings to help you turn over 
and a shoulder rest if you want to 
do a risley number in your sleep. 
The top dresser drawer opens auto- 
matically and throws a handkerchief 
at you. There’s no radio in this dumb 
act cabin, 

Cabin No. 2 is La Hoofery, with 
dancing mats on the floor instead of 
carpets. A prop woodpecker on the 
roof times his pecking to the ‘Susi-Q.’ 
For those who prefer line work to 
the solo hoofing motif, there’s a 
troupe of mice all set on a precision 
routine. For old tifners, Mack will 
sprinkle sand on the mat free of 
charge. 


Cabin No. 3 is vocal, and named 
for Bing Crosby. There’s a step- 
ladder for those who have to sing 
over a cold, and the beds are built 








rate on this one—you’ve got to rent 
it on percentage. The maid coming 
} in with the towels wears box shoes 
and does a ‘Dying Swan’ routine. 
draping the turkish towel over the 
bathtub for a finish. Mack says if he 
had had this one for a unit two years 
ago, he would still be a booker. 

The camp restaurant is the last 
word in feed-baggeries. Menus are 
are printed on the back of old NVA 
membership cards and the steaks 
are thicker than Max Hart’s black 
book back in the good old days. The 
doorman puts the guests at ease by 
doing Greek, making everybody feel 
like they are opening up for 47 
weeks on the Pantages time. The 
waiter queries each guest with ‘Give 
me four good reasons why you don’t 
want any noodle soup.’ 


At the recreation hall each night 
there’s entertainment consisting of 
straight pictures. Mack is installing 
a treadmill outside to make it easier 
for the A.F.A. pickets. 

With this kind of a layout, Mack 
says he isn’t worrying about hur- 
ricanes or any other kind of weather. 
The only thing that can make him 
change the policy is a bad report or 
bank nite. 

The Macks’ address is P.O. Box 
373, Alexandria, Va. They offer, as 
a prize, free board for a week to any 
act than can prove it was overpaid 
when Charlie Mack did the booking 
for the Michigan Vaudeville Man- 
agers’ Association. 





Those Parties 








(Continued from page 1) 


hed to play upstairs while the guests 
tangled on the main floor. 

Vaude and nite club acts are also 
getting society chores in increasing 
amounts. Particular demand is for 
acts which make a swank appear- 
ance, such as ballroom teams, card 
manipulators, ventriloquists, mono- 
logists, though tap dancers have 
come up sharply following the boom 
of Fred Astaire, Eleanor Powell and 
others. 

Liquor companies report that the 
major demand for society parties }s 
still champagne. Bubbles are still 
the mark of class. One midwest 
wine distributor has been making 4 
mark in the party business by having 
designed a special champagne g!ass 
shaped like a femme slipper. He 


rents ‘em out with every large orce! 
for champagne. 

















SS a ye 


ie ae ee ed a= SY at oh ab O06 bbc Ht oh Ge eee 6 i th ia i oe te a iP en ey ea ae ee eee 


we 


Oe bee eed ee ne OS 


en eh: het te nee: nen. ere lad oe en 2 ee ee eo 2 


= > 


nu 


1d 
to 


or 


or 
o- 
to 
yI- 


er 


he 
‘ist 
rf- 
ym 
ant 
ng 
yes 
ne, 
the 


ars 


are 
VA 
aks 
ick 
“he 


eel 

47 
the 
ive 
yn't 


ght 

of 
ing 
sier 


ack 
ur- 
rer. 
rim 
- or 


Box 
a 
any 
yaid 
cing 
lan- 


ests 


also 
sing 
for 
ear- 
card 
ono- 
nave 
oom 
and 


the 
es is 
still 
west 
ng a 
ving 
pla ss 

He 


rae! 











Wednesday, January 27, 1937 








—-—————_ 


LESQUE 


VARIETY 59 





P —_—— 








wee 


Burlesque Reviews 
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ORIENTAL, N. Y. 


Current show, ‘'d Walk a Mile 
for a Camille,’ serves as a plug for 
La Garbo’s latest film at the Capi- 
tol, about 200 feet to the south of 
this house. As a burlesque show 
it’s still an advertisement for the 
picture. It’s pretty muddled, Neither 
fic) nor flesh. 

Limitations of the midget film- 
intended stage doubtless go a long 
way in cramping matters for all 
eoncerned. Even the comedy bits 
which seldom need much space 
seemed boxed. Alley-like construc- 
tion of the house, combined with the 
small-sized stage, eliminate the in- 
timacy that is essential to a bur- 
lesque theatre. Even the larger and 
older houses around town devoted to 
burlesque have environmental assets 
completely lacking at the Oriental. 


Only the strippers seem at home 
on the abbreviated rostrum but as 
much can not be said of the fidgety 
audience. Girls for the most part 
are good looking, but unversed in 
the dubious art. Delivery in this 
poriion is fast and complete with no 
encores. 


Opening number programmed as 
‘Nowhere to the Club Oriental,’ with 
Phil Silvers, Mary Jane and the 
ensemble, arrives exactly at the des- 
tination designated in the first word 
of the title. Mary Jane tries hard 
in a drunk dancing bit, achieving 
nothing but the attempt. Silvers, of 
the fresh-guy school, would do well 
to vacate burley while he still re- 
tains something. It'll spoil him. 


All in all, its small-time vaude- 
ville with a dash of nudity. If it 
were a poor burley show there 
might be an out. As it is it leaves 
a had taste. 


Production throughout is negligi- 
ble. Single exception is Queenie 
King and Hazel Paxton in a vestal 
virgin dance, where the pure one 
is lured to her end by she-devils. 
That’s rather neatly arranged and 
executed. Sets fall in same cate- 
gory with production. 

House was packed, with more 
waiting in the lob-y and aisles when 
caught at eveniny show. That can 
probably be explained in consistent 
advertising and the fact that the 
house is new and well located. 
Fancy press work before opening 
insured good biz then and has prob- 
ably helped plenty since. Hurl. 


LYRIC, BRIDGEPORT 


(TWINKLE TOES) 
Bridgeport, Jan. 22. 

Police censorship has always been 
the headache of the burley en- 
trepreneur in Bridgeport. Intermit- 
tent attempts to establish shows, 
both wheel and stock, have sooner 
or later failed when the fans were 
denied what they wanted. That was 
so up to the last try a couple of 
years ago, and it is still the case now, 
Frank Illo, also operating Jacques 
in Waterbury, plays in Issy Hirst’s 
Independent circuit offerings at the 
Lyric, some time dark Loew-Poli 

ouse, 

What makes Illo’s situation even 
tougher is that since Bridgeport last 
saw burlesque stripping has become 
the definite yes-or-no of the business. 
This territory is so near to New 
York that a majority of the enthusi- 
asts often get into Manhattan to see 
what goes on there, and_ they 
naturally feel they are entitled to the 
same at home. 

But the law made it clear when 
the permit was asked that the shows 
would have to toe the mark or else, 
so the management has little cause 
for complaint. George A. Florida, 
business manager, and the veteran 
Jean Bedini, in charge of production, 
are doing what they can under the 
circumstances, and maybe the recent 
additions of amateur nite Tuesdays 
er basketball games Thursdays will 

elp. 

No reason why such a show as 
‘Twinkle Toes’ shouldn't click in any 
burley stand where the censoritis 
isn't too acute. Attraction is good- 
looking, has a competent comedy 
corps and a couple of good special- 
ties. Only three undressers, of whom 
the star, Zorita, is salable to the ex- 
tent that she was a nudist queen at 
San Diego. 

Stripologistes have to do all their 
doing in two stanzas, second with 
deep lights. Blow-off is uniformly 
a brassiere flip, with no attempt at 
G-string fiddling. Kay Lopez, tall 
redhead, showed highest amperage, 
bu is sadly wanting in finesse. June 
Rhoades, brunette, is trim and not 
ardent. Zorita ma have been a 
Mmarquee-topper at San Diego, but 
her work hardly justifies her star- 
dom here. 

Flesh thus necessarily minor, stress 
g0es on comedy, which is liberally 
dished and could make the grade 
even without so much dirt. But the 
attenders like it primitive, and so 
far a: the law permits, they get it 
that vay. James Coughlin, who 
splits No. 1 billing with Zorita, is 
an oldtimer who has the feel of his 

ouse, as is attested by such bits as 
the audience-voting ‘Dance Contest,’ 
the public-servant ‘Traffic Cop’ rou- 
tin2 and the annoying drunk in the 
cafe number. Mac Dennison does 
most of the dialect and can be as 
low as the customers crave: the Den- 





nison version of the ‘Egg in the Hat’ 
is just about bottom. Dennison also 
does a hokec song specialty, ‘Brother 
Can You Spare a Dime?’ in green 
light. The familiar straight, Chick 
Hunter, registers consistently. 

No doubt about Harry Reed’s 
coming in first in this show. Intro- 
duced in a skit, he later takes a 
stage mike for a succession of radio 
impersonations, most of them stand- 
ard, that are remarkably well done. 
Mimicking of such as Ben Bernie 
and, in a song routine, of Cantor, 
Jolson, Chevalier and Cresby set the 
night’s high for encores. Reed is 
abetted by Elsa Ryan on feed. 

Three dancers, billed as ‘Two 
Jockeys and a Tout,’ easily placed 
No. 2, with a liveiy line ef acrobatics 
and funning. There is also an ef- 
féctive aerial novelty by France and 
Lappel, mixed team. 

Dozen in line above par on looks 
and comfortably execute routines 
that aren’t too demanding. Six show 
girls meant little here, but may in 
houses where the lid and brassieres 
are off. Latter would obviously add 
to production pictures. Eddie Yubel’s 
tenorizing is easy to hear. 

Gus Meyers generals pit band and 
helps materially. Two-a-days scaled 
from 15c for ladies’ mat to 83c and 
99c for the best views. Understood 
house hasn’t been clearing lately and 
may join Ilo’s Waterbury stand in 
adopting split-week policy. Elem. 


GAYETY, BALTO 


Baltimore, Jan. 22. 

This spot is probably one of the 
bulwarks of burlesque. Hon Nickel 
has been operating for 30 years, 
with no shrouded seasons. That fact 
alone should nominate it as a bul- 
wark. Three years ago, when Issy 
Hirst first formed his Indie wheel, 
Nickel and Jimmy Lake, of Wash., 
D. C., were the initial subscribers to 
the Hirst touring shows. They're 
still playing ‘em. 

This year has been best in last 
several for the Gayety here. Nickel 
may not be mopping up, but there 
are certainly no immediate wolves 
picketing the premises. 

When visited the show was ‘Red 
Garter Girls, and not too good. 
Honey Bee Keller was No. 
stripper and, working in the Ann 
Corio manner, got across o. Kk. 
Evelyn Brooks tried hard, but needs 
some tutoring in adroitness. 


Comics are Manny King and 
Johnny Barry. Latter the vet, and 
former attempts to skiddle off the 
too-worn path of burlesque humor- 
ists by making his character half- 
nance in type. 

Unlike almost every other town, 
Balto can claim distinction in that 
comics really get attention here. 
House-lights are never turned up so 
mob can read newspapers till next 
peel session. Mob here follows the 
skits and laughs and applauds. Just 
a burlesque comic’s clover field, 
that’s Balto. 

Both Barry and King held atten- 
tion, and once former got a sgqlid 
round of palm-pats when entering a 
scene, after he had heavily scored 
few minutes before. Gags and busi- 
ness dip deep in the mire as usual, 
but when caught there was some 
laundered material that went over 
also. 


That the strippers ran second-best 
to the comics is understandable here. 
Town seldom exacts much of the 
epidermis-exhibitors. Gals really 
have to tease to get even recognition. 
One of the two prime strippers in 
this shown had to do some of her 
disrobing with no encouragement 
via applause whatsoever. 

Only discernible talent in ‘Red 
Garter Girls’ is Marie Sarie, who 
has three routines, contortion, tap 
and acro. Lass has considerable 
ability and appears to be vaude 
player, probably from flash act, who 
is filling in some layoff time by 
laboring in burlesque under assumed 
tag. 

Murray Greene is a tenor, Elsa 
Lang a soprano; both work legit and 
not too illustriously. Charles Harris 
is a very able straight. Bobby Tay- 
lor is a_ stripper; just another 
stripper. 

Producer Gus Flagg goes over 
each edition as it comes in each 
week and tries hard for spectacle 
effect, and that he often succeeds 
enough to give glow to the glims of 
his reguiar patrons is obvious from 
the applause greeting his tableaus 
and bizarre sets. Flagg could still 
learn plenty about lighting, but 
likely he is handicapped by the 
limited facilities available. 

Top is 99c. Shows thrice a 

ert. 





Youngstown Gets One 


Youngstewn, O., Jan. 26. 

Jack Kane, burley operator of the 
atres in Milwaukee and Cincinnati, 
opened the Princess here Thursday 
(21) with a weekly change stock 
policy. 

Town was once considered a top 
spot for burlesque but has been 
neglected for several reasons, few 
shows being played. 


| number. 





|for the first 








EMPIRE, NEWARK 


Newark, Jan. 17. 

Caught at first show Sunday aft- 
ernoon, ‘Steppin’ Stars,’ Independent 
Circuit attraction, with Sam Raynor 
and Bubbles Yvonne, ran smooth 
with plenty of laughs and the strip- 
teasing toned down. This due to 
strict orders from Harry Brock, man- 
ager, who took the house two years 
ago, after the Minskys had dropped 
it into the red with a short, disas- 
trous season. Has been a money- 
maker ever since. Family trade is 
Brock’s by-word, with emphasis on 
the comics, and the house showed 


the results of this policy with a good 


sprinkling of women. 

‘Steppin’ Stars’ is above the av- 
erage on this wheel, and did not so 
urgently need Brock’s pruning or 
building up with outside names, as 
is sometimes the case. Scenery fresh 
and tastily designed with an electric 
spray of lights in the background for 
opener with girls on in a _ peppy 
Sam Raynor and Murray 
Briscoe take spot before curtain with 
breezy chatter, avoiding the more 
time-worn material. Harry (Hello, 
Jake) Fields on with Billy Deshon, 
straight man for him. Film imper- 
sonations by Aileen Dale, soubret; 
Madeline Moore, prima donna, sang 
pop songs. Both acceptable. Dale 
woman has personality and put over 
a Cleo sketch with a bang, aided by 
Raynor and Briscoe in Roman togas. 
Jules Diamond did the usual dance 
routine with nothing outstanding. 
The St. James Infirmary number 
brought Aileen Dale back in the Jean 
Harlow role, again clicking. Gladys 
McCormick, a stripper with a sense 
of humor, put over ‘Dish It Out, I 
Love It’ with zest. followed by a 
quick disrobing. Bubbles Yvonne, 
featured, wisely talked her song, and 
revealed down to the blue lights, 
which is spotted after the shoulders 
are passed. 

Audience jumps to life with the 
hot and unbothered sketches. Rose 
Heatherly, exotic dancer, spotted 
nicely and diminutive girl turned in 
okay performance. Ensemble brought 
out Jackie Gleason, permanent emcee, 
time, chasing dame 
through act. Gleason is turning into 
a one-man show now. Brock brought 
him for the Monday night amateurs 
and kept him. Show well-balanced. 


Brock showed a smart bit of 
showmanship in hiring Eddie Lynch 
to do the special staging of all his 
shows. Productions are tightened up 
and galvanized into new life. Bits 
that are being repeated too often are 
stricken out. The pantomime wine 
seene, done seven times last year, 
got one showing this season. Another 
discard was the magic box with han- 
dles, done to death by so many 
comics. 


‘FRENCH MODELS’ 


(RIALTO, CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Jan. 24. 

Vaudeville is washed up; burlesque 
is washed up. So cry the boys who 
have flopped in either field. Yet in 
burlesque as in vaude there are 
outstanding instances of success in 
spite of every obstacle. The Rialto 
is one important instance. And, as 
in other cases, management is the 
answer. 


While other burlesque houses in 
Chicago have faded away the Rialto 
has zoomed right through the de- 
pression years, and due strictly to 
the manner of operation by N. S. 
Barger. Instead of taking the easiest 
way out Barger has consistently 
given them plenty of show, backed 
with plenty of advertising. He has 
develo a femme following, which 
gives him a mixed audience, espe- 
cially at night. 

Instead of trying to see how lit- 
tle he can give ‘em, or how much 
he can skimp on the show, Barger 
has always sought to pack the audi- 
ence with more than they paid for, 
or expected. When Izzy Hirst formed 
his circuit this year, Barger signa- 
tured for the shows, not as the ex- 
clusive entertainment for his house, 
but as an added bulk to his regular 
stock troupe. And then, instead of 
just letting the Hirst unit come in 
cold, Barger insists on a full week 
lay-off for the incoming unit so that 
it can be rehearsed and be blended 
with the house line and acts. 


Result is a show full of bulk and 
flash that rates as tops in burleycue 
arourd here.. Current bill brings in 
the ‘French Models’ unit plus the 
Rialto troupe. And the truth is that 
the stock performers are consider- 
ably better than the road people. 


In Peaches and Charmaine the 
Rialto has two sock strippers, and 
Diana, key stripper of the unit, 
doesn’t compare. Peaches is a 
whirlwind on the undress routine, 
with a world of personality and pep, 
while Charmaine has what’s known 
in burlesque as ‘class’ and a walk 
that’s tops. 

In Charles Country and Kenna 
Brenna the Rialto has above aver- 
age comics, and in Jack Buckley an 
able straight. 

One item which burlesque must 
correct is the chorus girl apathy. 
Some day a burleycue chorus gal is 
going to smile, show her teeth and 
actually act as if she were glad to 
be there, and it'll be front-page 
news. Managers have tried in vain 
to wipe the dead pans off the chorus 
gals, and it looks as if they'll never 
be able to get the gals to smile. 








Unless they pay ‘em more, perhaps. 


Rialto uses 12 house girls in the line, 
added to the eight in the road com- 
panies. 

Comics in the road company are 
Al Golden, Max Coleman and Harry 
Bentley, with some wobbly bits; 
though they have one hospital rou- 
tine which is all right, a dead-pan 
double-talk number. Specialties in 
show were by Mickie Dennis, Ruth 
Coburn, Claudia Ferris, Frances 
Miley. 

They were holding em out on the 
sidewalk at the conclusion of the 
fourth show Saturday night. Picture 
was ‘Country Gentieman’ (Rep). 

Gold. 


FRENCH FROLICS 








(CENTURY, BROOKLYN) 
Under the watchful eye of Russel! 


Carew the Century, catering to a| 
| strictly nabe trade made up of 
| plenty of femmes, continues to do 


}excellent business with its policy of 
|}censoring the objectionable in the 
|combined indie wheel and house 
|augmented = shows. Current one 
|furthers the impression that Carew 
|is really trying to whitewash while 
|} still being able to give good shows. 

Regulation acts, not long ago a fad 
and safety valve between strips, 
really come into their own here. 
Nearly all wheel shows now feature 
something of the sort. At the Cen- 
tury it’s a weekly must. 





Entire two-hour show features 
only three strippers. Eve Cushway 
land Dot Ahearn of the wheel por- | 
tion are good-looking gals and give | 
out heavily. Madge Carmyle, strip- 
per added by the house, also does a | 
soft shoe tap fully clothed. Plenty 
buxom and extremely blonde, girl is 
an attraction. Other house addition, 
besides the eight-girl nude line, is 
| Crying Rufus Bridey. Colored boy’s 
tear-jerking song session was suffi- 
ciently strong to get some sniffles 
from the heavy femme audience. 
Winds up with an eccentric dance 
while whistling to erase the gloom. 

Charlie ‘Peanuts’ Bohn, shrimp 
comic, is funny with penciled lines. 
When not comicking Bohn does soft 
crayon sketches on easeled pad of 
cartoon characters, et al, assisted by 
Bob Bates. Billy Arlington, old- 
timer, is second comic and also good. 
Hits his stride from a box location 
in a crossfire with Ferber and Mar- 
vin. 

June Morgan, specialty dancer, 
furnishes two numbers, one verging 
on the nude. Usual stuff until she 
goes into a tortuous contortion that 
leaves her entire weight resting on 
her neck and shoulders with arms 
and legs upright. Miller and Mil- 
lard, young mixed tap team, also on 
for two numbers, acquit themselves 
neatly. 

With all the vaude and fancy turns 
there is little room for production 
numbers or stripping, but somehow 
it is managed, and certainly proves 
that patrons can be dragged in, as 
they are here (no transients), and 
retained with more show and less 
smut, Hurl. 


GARRICK, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Jan. 21. 


Betty Lee, xylophonist on bill for 
manager Bill Pickens at the Garrick 
theatre did much towards bolstering 
‘Speed and Sparkle’ at town’s only 
burlesk house last week. This 
routine and “The Flower Shop,’ a 
variation of George Beban’s ‘Sign 
of the Rose,’ starring Benny ‘Wop’ 
Meyers, and the dancing and contor- 
tion specialties of Dorothy Morgan 
were tops of show that over- 
shadowed peeling of Sunya (Smiles) 
Slane and Vilma Jozsy. 

Line of 16 in clean costumes but 
displaying nothing but elementary 
steps and their shapes cluttered up 
small stage and these femmes could 
benefit by lessons from the Roxyettes 
at Fanchon & Marco’s St. Louis 
theatre. Gals didn’t sing a note and 
aside from their ——- forming 
tableaux and backgrounds for dif- 
ferent scenes failed te enthuse the 
customers. 


Even the warbling of Martha 
Patti, platinum haired featured song- 
ster or Vilma Jozsy failed to arouse 
mob out front but the bar room 
scene in which the portly barkeep 
mixed a couple of drinks all over 
the apron and himself clicked al- 
through the gag is old. Burlesk on 
an abbreviated Apache routine by 
Meyers and Jozsy, in the cabaret 
scene, didn’t get the response it was 
entitled to, 

Hoofing specialty on dimunitive 
steps by Charles Raymond wasn’t es- 
pecially new although he must be 
credited with agility. Two strip 
teasers, each making two appear- 
ances, seemed in a hurry to get 
through with their stint but gar- 
nered the customary volume of ap- 
proval of such deeds. 

Moves fast enough with a sprink- 
ling of salty blackouts to keep sittees 
awaiting next bit but, as a whole, 
it lacks much in being up to stand- 
ard of other Independent wheel 
shows that have hit this burg dur- 
ing 20 weeks house has been open 
this season. Incidentally this is first 
in several seasons that management 
has switched from stock to wheel 




















in biz. 


—— | 


BASKETBALL ON STAGE 
OF APOLLO BURLY, N.Y. 


Wilner Bros’. Apollo theatre on 
West 42d Street, N. Y., has adopted 
the basketball craze in theatres for 
its off Monday nights. House has 
its own stock team challenge with a 
$50 payoff for outside teams and $10 
bonus in case of a win. 





Games go on Monday nights dur- 
ing the half-hour intermission be- 
tween the last two shows. Emmett 
Callahan, manager, says receipts for 


| that night have upped about 25% 


with the innovation. 

This is the first Manhattan burley 
house to try the ball games as a 
come-on. Paramount, Brooklyn, and 
some out-of-towners have tried it. 





Herk Convalescing 


Izzy Herk, burley impresario and 
partner of Abe Minsky at Gaiety, 
N. Y., is convalescing at his home. 
He had been bedded with a heart 
ailment for past two weeks, which 
was complicated by an attack of flu. 





Lukor Fetes 


(Continued from page 5) 











have been made two years ago at 
less expense. The urge to do better 
things this year than last, in Zukor’s 
theory, has run costs up. He has 
asked for a budget of $30,600,000 for 
the coming year for Paramount and 
as the studio is now rigged, it can 
easily turn out 50 to 52 pictures an- 
nually, with additionals coming from 
independent producers releasing 
through Par. 
Musicals 


While he does not feel that pro- 
ducers of musicals have yet gotten 
the formula down pat, in two or 
three years the studios will ‘give you 
musicals you never dreamed of’ the 
Par chairman predicts. He likens 
the musical to the old eight-act 
vaudeville bill and feels that it must 
blend the values of an eight-act 
vaude show into a good evening’s 
entertainment before musicals have 
really arrived. Among other things, 
Zukor opines the musical must pro- 
perly place the headliner and spot 
acts ahead or behind so that they 


vaude. Additionally, stories must fit 
the personalities of the artists. 


Zukor does not fear television, say« 
ing that if it comes it will be used, 
nor is he very builish on color. ‘You 
can sell color only where it enhances 
the story you tell,’ Zukor feels, but 
that if color becomes common # 
might drive people away. 


Not only because of the delays 
that the present flu epidemic have 
caused in Hollywood but due to the 
fact that each year during the rainy 
season many people are knocked out 
by colds, the Par chairman suggests 
it would be smart to get enough 
product up in advance to permit 
slackened activity during the bad 
weather. 


Zukor, now east, will probably re- 
turn to the Coast within a week, 
He may go to Miami for a couple of 
days, proceeding coastward from 
there. 


Zukor dinner in Washington last 
Friday (22) was viewed in film cire 
cles as one of the most successful 
picture eompany affairs ever held in 
the national capital and a coup for 
the home office staff. Besides the 24 
ranking U. S. senators who attended, 
official Washington was well repre- 
sented by statesmen, while the White 
House sent Roosevelt’s three secree 
taries. Publicity details as ever 
were handled by C. N. O’Dell and 
Tom Waller of Par’s New York staff, 


Independent Burlesque 


Week of Jan. 31 


‘Merry Maidens'—Gayety, Minneapolin, 

Enger Trust’ — Rialte, Chicago. 

‘Ladies In Lingerie’—Casino, T 

‘Paris by Night’—Open. + oe 

‘Variety Boat'—Lyrie, Allentown, Mo 
Tues. : Majestic, Harrisburg, w 
Capitel, Reading, Thur.-Fri.; Majest 
Williamspert, Sat. 

“Teasers and Wheezes’'—Troc, Philadel 
phia. 

‘Pepper Pot'—Hudsen, Union City, 

‘Toyland’ —Jacques, Waterbury. 

‘Crazy «luilt'—Heward, Boston. 

‘Swiog Girls’'—-Empire, Newark. 

‘Bozo Snyder's Show'—Gayety, Wash- 
ington 

Swing Your Baby’—Gayety, Baltimore 

“Too Het for Paris’—Capitel, Toledte, 

‘Speed and Sparkie’—Gayety, Detrwit. 
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Broadway 





Mike Marco in from Coast. 

Max Gordon to Coast for a rest. 

Janet of France keeping open all 
night. 

O. O. McIntyre to Palm Beach for 
a spell. 

Broadway Sam Roth lost brother 
last week. 

Steve Cochran repcrted very 
in Washington. 

Mary Murray roum, new cocktail 
lounge at Hotel White. 

The Louie Rydells (Variety) 
Miami Beach for a fortnight. 


ill 


to 


Theatre Guild giving going-away | 


party to the Lunts Thursday (28). 
Connie (Mrs. Jess) Freeman 
Physicians hosp, Jackson Heights. 
Next six-day bike grind at Madi- 
son Square Garden starting Feb. 28. 
Arthur Boran signed by Educa- 
tional for series of radio-screen 
shorts. 
Murdock Pemberton 


at 


competing 


with Dick Watts in violent-hued 
shirts. 
Elsie Young, secretary to Mike 


Jacobs at the Hippodrome, married 
last week. 

Francois J. Meynier 
conversation classes 
Algonquin. 

New York Bowling Assn. to hold 


to conduct 
in French at! 





London 


Eve Beck back from U. S. 


wood. 
Phil Reisman 

| more. 

| Cliff Fischer expected back 

month. 

Bud 


arrived here once 





next 


Flanagan recuperating at 


i Bournemouth. 


Alfred Segal off to Switzerland for 
the winter sports. 

Sid Hyams and family 
ing in South Africa. 


vacation- 


Casino de Paris show. 


(Tutta Rolfe). 

Maceo Thomas, of Chilton 
Thomas, out of hospital. 

Ruth Taub here to look the shows 
over for Sam H. Harris. 

Lester Ziffren, Variety’s Madrid 
correspondent, in London. 

Stanton Jefferies the new musical 
director of Odeon cinemas. 

Dorothy Dickson’s London 
robbed of furs and jewels. 


and 


flat 





blow-out at Villa Venice Saturday 
(30) evening. 
The Harlan Thompsons (Marian | 


Spitzer) in town, latter going to | 
Florida for a week shortly. 

Walter C. Kelly never walked so 
fast as when going to the fights last 
week with Jack Dempsey. 


Cliff and Alyce Fischer due back 
from Miami Beach Feb. 10. There 
attending the French Casino preem. 


Testimonial dinner to Robert K. 
Christenberry, g-m of the Astor, on 
Feb. 23 at his own inn. Strictly stag. 


The Bill Whites (Ruth Morris) 
tramp-steamering on a West Indies 
cruise via the S.S. Scanpenn, a 
frviter. 


All featured players in ‘Red, Hot 
and Blue’ have volunteered to ap- 
pear in the Treasurer’s Club show, 
Feb, 21. 


Max Gendel out of Nat Dorfman’s 
office and on his own. P.a.’s first 
show is forthcoming ‘Glory for All’ 
«George Jessel). 

Ida K. Edelman, widow of Mat- 
thew Edelman, former theatrical ac- 
countant, now in insurance as special 
rep for Equitable Life. 

Sam Marx, Goldwyn story editor, 
on Coast, returned to studios Fri- 
day after conferences with Beatrice 
Kaufman, eastern story editor. 

The widow of David Freedman is 
selling the contents of their Beres- 
ford apartment at the Rains Gal- 
leries Thursday, Friday and Satur- 
day. 

Louise Brooks, silent film player 
and later night club dancer, is along 
the comeback trail as a chorus girl 
in ‘Interlude,’ the Grace Moore 
filmusical, 


Fredric Marches (Florence Eld- 


unless retakes on ‘A Star Is Born’ 
(Selznick), having to do with a new 
finish, necessitates his going back to 
the: Coast, .Will know within the 

Arthur ‘Price’ editing -souvenir 
journal for Jimmy: Kelly’s Green- 
wich Village nitery, due early in 
February, to celebrate Kelly’s 35th 


| Regent’s Park for 10 months. 


Darlene Walders to feature in new 


Jack Donohue off to Sweden to see ! 
i his Mrs. 


house is erected on the site, non- 
stop revue will continue. 
Ashley Dukes, who converted an 





build a new one in the same neigh- 

‘ borhood to house only ballets and 

poei’s plays. 
Revival 


of Offenbach’s comic 
ceed ‘Cinderella’ at the Coliseum. 
With an entirely new book by G. P. 
Robinson, show will be modernized 
since last production, 40 years 


ago, 


its 
Paris 

Jack Dufier ill. 

Beer prices up 25%. 

Con Coleano in town. 

Albert Tavel to Algeria. 

Edmonde Guy rehearsing. 

June Cole still in hospital. 


Trio Ryder in from Basle. 
Reine Paulet to Paris Plage. 





Merle Oberon rented a house in| 


George Casey, Isle of Thanet ex- 
hib, died after length illness. 

Sir John Martin Haryey out of 
‘The Boy David’ cast with flu. 


Gerard Heath taking his belated | 
holidezy. Couldn’t make it earlier. | 
‘After October’ closed at the 


Aldwych, Jan. 16, after nine months. 
‘Call It a Day’ closed at the Globe, 
Jan. 9 after a run of fifteen months. 
Reginald Owen’s wife, Mary New- 
land, operated on for appendicitis. 
Emlyn Williams’ new play, ‘He 
Was Born Gay,’ will star John Giel- 
gud. 

Jimmy Savo in and making a 
secret of his abode, even to his 
agent. 

Neil Hamilton has started his fifth 
film production since he arrived here 
a year ago. 

Laurence Olivier making a hit as 
‘Hamlet,’ played in its entirety at 
the Old Vic. 

Lilian Harvey here on_ holiday 
from Germany, where she has been 
film-making. 

Several nibbles from America for 
‘French Without Tears,’ currently at 
the Criterion. 

Jessie Matthews and Sonnie Hale 
have left for Rio de Janeiro for a 
six weeks’ cruise. 

Herbert Wilcox’s first production 
for 1937 will be “The Frog,’ directed 


Atalanta at the Scheherazade. 
— Barton on the current Empire 
pill. 

Helena 
cold. 

Harry Baur suffering from a bad 
cold. 


Greasley laid up with a 


pire. 

Denise Baillard booked at the Al- 
cazar. 

Brick Top headlining Chez 
Jimmy. 

Coleite Vernon taking tap dance 
lessons. 


at 


Annabella through, on way to 
London. 
Pils and Tabet shifting to the 
Europeen. 


Darlene Walders held over at the 
Alhambra. 


Alhambra. 


from London. 
Primo, the barman, at Chez Jo- 
sephine Baker. 


a European tour. 
_ Oleg West and Ming Chu rehears- 
ing a new dance. 


at the Alhambra. 
Walter Hutchinson 
world study trip. 
Henri Decoin made an officer 
the Legion of Honor. 
Helena Greasley teaching 
girls to ride bicycles. 


back 
of 


her 32 





by Jack Raymond. 

Peggy Taylor, original of the 
Kitchen Pirates, rehearsing a new 
adagio act in Paris. 

Marlene Dietrich all set for a va- 
cation in Switzerland when her 
daughter was taken ill. 

Jack Waller after ‘Can’t Take It 
With You’ and ‘Stage Door,’ with Lee 
Ephraim also bidding for the latter. 

Wyn Richmond, radio and stage 
star, suing her husband, Reginald 
Gardiner, for ‘restitution of conjugal, 
rights.’ : 

Alan Fairley, Scottish showman, 
has acquired five Gaumont-British 
dance halls, including one in Tot- 
tenham. 

Seymour Hicks and family back 
from South African tour, during 
which time daughter Betty got her- 
self engaged. 





anniversary in nite life. Similar 
stunt. was worked by Jack and Char- 
lie’s ‘21" Club Xmas week. 

Allen K. Foster’s Arabian- horse 
aot, comprising some 50 horses and 
as many femme riders, is scheduled 
to be part of Universal’s .‘Hippo- 
drome’, which the company hopes to 
gét started in the next 30 days. Fos- 
ter troupe was with Billy Rose’s 
‘Sumbo’ in N. Y. and later at Texas 
Centennial. 





Chicago 





First real snow of the season. 

Mrs. Ted Weems in hospital with 
fip. 

Harry Smitz ducked for some Ha- 
vana sunshine. 


James Coston taking the South 
America cruise. 


Sammy Weisbord in Chicago for 
the first time in his life. 


Jane Withers guest-of-honor 
special CAPA luncheon. 


Kenna Brenna, Rialto comic, slipped 
on the ice and broke his ankle. 
Billy Rose in town for a few days 
to see the missus (Fannie Brice). 
Fritz Lang, director of ‘Fury,’ pass- 
ing through town on the way to N. Y. 
‘Earl Hines to do one-niters, both 
dance and theatres, beginning Jan. 


at 


‘Armand Buisseret and band back 
to the Heidelberg, opening Saturday 
(27). 

Lou Cowan practically a New 
York commuter on his various p.a. 
jobs. 


Henry Busse spent a couple of 


days between blankets to forestall a 
teuch of flu. ; 

Mrs. Amy Lester, sister of Abe 
Lastfogel, stopped 
way to Oregon. 


off here on the 


Robert Donat contemplating stag- 
ing himself in a new play following 
completion of ‘Knight Without 
Armor,’ film. 

C. B. Cochran’s new revue, ‘Home 
and Beauty’ goes into the Adelphi 
Feb. 2, when ‘Balalaika’ transfers to 
another house. 

Clyde Hager copyrighting his ‘Get 
away, boys, you bother me,’ and 
‘That’s all. brother,’ to avoid the 
usual local brain stealers. 

Sydney Carroll inaugurated two 
pop priced nights weekly-—-Mondays 
and Fridays—for ‘The Two Bou- 
quets’ at the Ambassadors. 

Boxall and Chan Balcon, both 
executives in Gaumont-British stu- 
dios, latter assistant to Mickey Bal- 
con, are going with him to Metro. 

Lou Kolker, European head of Re- 
public Pictures, closed a distribu- 
tion deal with Radio Cinemas of 
Paris for the former’s ’36-’37 output. 

Mrs. Bendova and the three kids 
leaving Pa Bendova here on his own, 
as doctor’s orders are to keep the 
kids away from the English climate. 

Next production at the St. James 
will be ‘Orchard Walls,’ adaptation 
of an Austrian play, by Merton 
| Hodge. Raymond Massey will pro- 

uce, 


Judy Kelly, completed her film, 
‘Make-Up,’ at Sound City and leaves 
soon for South Africa, to star in ‘The 
Frog’ and ‘The Amazing Dr. Clitter- 
house.’ 


Harold Abrahams, Olmpic cham- 
pion runner, secretly married to 
Sybil Evers, young opera singer ap- 
pearing in ‘The Lily Maid’ at the 
Winter Garden. 

Harris Twins off to Paris, to play 
the Alhambra for Kurt Robitschek, 
while Loretta, partner in the act and 
married to one of the twins, Staying 
here to have a baby. 

Prince of Wales’ theatre closed 
with a gala performance, Jan. 15, 
prior to demolition. When a larger 





Miracles-Lord Byron. 

Elsie Houston, Brazilian, at Harry 
Pilcer’s Au Don Juan. 

Harold Smith planning a_ short 
vacash in Switzerland. 

Strassbourg Cathedral choir con- 
certing at Notre Dame. 

Larna Rhode of the Folies-Ber- 
gere doubling at Gipsy’s. 

Sacha Guitry making a film of his 
Play, ‘History of France.’ 

Rene Clair in for a few days be- 
fore returning to London. 

Gustave Quinson resigned as di- 
rector of the Theatre Pigalle. 

Virginia Vaughan packing for 
home after a year in Europe. 

Della and Billy Mack sailing for 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago. 

Phillippe Heriot off for Hollywood 
as historic and literary counsellor. 

Henry Bernstein writing a piece 
about those who interpret his plays. 

Emile Fabre planning an Egyptian 
trip; to produce Arab plays there. 

Mogador reopening with revived 
‘Dames Nature,’ by Andre Birabeau. 

Mireille engaged to Emmanual 
Berl, director of weekly Marianne. 

Swing Time and Romance latest 


names chosen for Montmartre 
nighties. - 

‘Le Voyage,’ Henry Bernstein’s 
latest, opening at the Theatre 
Gymnase. 


Paris-Soir opening new news-reel 
house in Montparnasse, making a 
total of four. 


talking about Simone Simon and 
Charles Boyer. 
Elizabeth Nizam says she’s glad 


after 20 years. 
the latter’s reappearance 


the 
Cirque Medrano. 
Rehearsals for the new Casino de 


at 


valier have begun. 


sa Verite’ at Comedie-Francaise in 
honor of the late Luigi Pirandello. 


flying pic, to be in honor of Mermoz. 
while receipts will be given to air 
victim fund. 

| Paris press publishing and deny- 
| ing rumors that the Isola Brothers 
are going to take over direction of 
the Mogador, recently shuttered, as a 
music-hall. 

Sacha Guitry’s ‘Genevieve’ and ‘Le 
Mot de Cambronne’ closing at ths 
Theatre de la Madeleine earlv in 
January. to be replaced by ‘Jeu~« 
Dangereux’ (‘Dangerous Play’), com- 








edy by Henri Decoin. in’ which 
Danielle Darrieux makes her stage 
debut. 


old church into a successful tiny try- | 


| out theatre, the Mercury, plans to. 
Harold Schuster back from Holly- | 


opera, ‘The Grand Duchess’ will suc- | 


Jo Bouillon’s orchestra at the Em- | 


Violet Harry and Norman at the | 


Doris Niles and Serge postcarding | 
Miguel Candela, of Paris opera, on | 
Twelve Aristocrats of Hollywood | 


from | 


‘Romeo and Juliet’ (M.G.M.) at the | 


Mare Allegret in from Hollywood, | 


she’s out of the Comedie-Francaise, | 


M. Medrano partnering Grock for | 
Paris show, starring Maurice Che- | 
Charles Dullin pushing up *‘Chacun | 


_Dino Alferni presiding at a recep- | 
tion in honor of the foundation of | 


French Federation of Societies of 
Authors. 
First showing of ‘Courier Sud.’ ' 


CHATTER 





i 


‘Berlin 





Pic biz 20% better than a year 
ago. 

Jack Hylton to the Scala in Febru- 
ary. 

‘Fasching,’ or carnival season, just 
| opened in Munich. 

String quartet from Berlin Symph 
broadcasting from Paris. 

Exhibition current in Berlin deal- 
ing with all things theatrical. 

Tobis to make a talker of Suder- 
mann’s novel ‘Der Katzensteg.” 

Madame Behn-Techow to costume 
the new Tobis film ‘Die Hofloge.’ 


Indoor shots for Gigli’s new film | 


‘Der Saenger Ihrer Hoheit’ finished. 
Marmorhaus doing sock biz with 
Joan Crawford in ‘I Live My Life’ 
(MG). 
Wolf-Ferrari’s new opera ‘Der Cam- 


piello’ had its world premiere at 
Munich. 
Munich’ reports a_ dearth of 


musicians for the oboe, bassoon, horn 
and double bass. 
Friedrich Plaschke, chamber sing- 
| er at the Saxony State theatre since 
1899, has retired. 
Two Shaw plays 


on the Berlin 


stage: ‘Androclus and the Lion’ and 
! 


‘The Millionairess.’ 


| sya: , 
| Willi Forst to make a film version | 


of de Maupassant’s ‘Bel Ami’ next 
fall for Tobis-Europa. 

| School for training recruits for the 
| State theatre opened at 
| Course lasts two years. 

Jan Kiepura and his new 
| Marta Eggerth, to screen 
| ‘La Boheme’ for Tobis. 

, Museum of the Prussian 
| theatre is to have a new home in the 
| former Emperor's castle. 

Luise Ullrich and Victor de Kowa 
| starring in broadcast of Avery Hop- 
wood’s ‘Fair and Warmer.’ 

Plaza theatre, newly reopened, is 
| Selling out daily with Kollo’s old 
| operetta ‘As Once’ in May.’ 

Curt Goetz and his wife, Valery 
| von Martens, signed for ‘Hofloge,’ 
| first try before the camera. 

Clemens Krauss to Munich as con- 
ductor and art director. Opening 
performance ‘Die Walkuere.” 

World Fair committee at Paris has 
asked Furtwaengler to conduct ‘The 
| Ring of the Niebelungen’ there. 

Bavaria announces completion of 

interiors for the new pic ‘Die Glae- 
serne Kugel,” story about vaude life. 
| Paul Kemp trodding the boards at 
at Kurfurstendamm theatre _ in 

Thomas’ old bromide ‘Charley’s 
Aunt.” 


finishing outdoor shots for Tobis 
production ‘Condottieri,, German- 
Italian co-op pic. 

Juergen Fehling to direct ‘Richard 
the Third’ at the State Theatre, Ber- 
lin. Werner Krauss will offer his 
‘Kingdom for a Horse.’ 

Tragic drama by Otto Hesse called 
‘The Swan Song’ and dealing with 
Shakespeare having a February 
world-premiere in Kiel. 

Interiors ready for Bavaria’s first 
German-Hungarian co-op pic, ‘The 
White Sister,” with Alexander Sved 
and Camilla Horn in the leads. 

Alexander Sved, Hungarian bari- 
tone, engaged by Clemens Krauss, 
Munich opera. Booked afterwards 
for Berlin, Vienna and Budapest. 

Preparations are on for a cen- 
tenary celebration at Frankfort-on- 
Main in memory of the first Ger- 
man Singers Festival, which took 
place there in July, 1838. 

In commemoration of Weber’s 
150th birthday anniversary, the State 
Opera is presenting his one-act 
opera ‘Abu Hassan’ and a number 
| of rarely heard compositions, Robert 
Heger holding the baton. 


——— 











| 
| 
| 
| Arline Judge a visitor, 

Dick Merrill feted all over town. 
ae Rest opened Tuesday 
). 
| Wayne King at the Biscayne Ken- 
/nel Club. 

Bouche’s Villa Venice the latest 
nitery to open. 

George Lottman back to N.Y. after 
a short vacation. 

Georges Metaxa coming into the 
Iras Supper Club. 

George Jessel slated for the Hol- 
|lywood Yacht Club. 

Niteries not doing too much biz. 
Some operators worried. 

Sheila. Barret opening Friday (22) | 
at the Hollywood Yacht Club. 

John Charles Thomas to give a 
concert at the Olympia theatre. 

Nick Kenny’s ‘Midnight of Stars’ | 
at the Olympia theatre Sunday (24). 

Lorraine Manners (Mrs. Georgie 
Price) at the Hollywood Yacht Club. 

Harry Richman and Russ Morgan 
to follow Ted Lewis into the Royal | 
Palm Club. 

Rudy Vallee opens at Macfadden- | 
Deauville Friday (22)‘for a five-day | 
engagement, 

Sheridan theatre, the | 
Paramount chain, the | 
beach Friday (15). | 

Frank B. Smith, general manager | 
of all Shubert houses, sipping and 
'supping at Jack Dempsey’s. 


in 
on 


newest 
opened 






Munich. | 


wife, ; 
Puccini's |! 


State 


Luis Trenker back from Italy after | 


Hollywood | 


Abe Lastfogel in bed with flu. 

Richard Watts, Jr., back to N, y, 

Hove Manning planed in fron New 
York, rr 

Craig Reynolds in bed with pneu- 
monia. 

Cliff Reid recovering from pneu- 
monia, 

John Wildberg 
huddles. 

Isabell Jewell vacationing in Palm 
_ Springs. 

Joe Finn upped to chief estimajor 
; at Metro. 
| Harry Pakall, Jack Cohn’s assist- 
ant, in town. 








in town for bis 


| 


| Boris Morros to Broadway on 
talent search. ; 
| George Diamos in from Arizona 


, for short stay. 
Gene Kornman out of hospital fel- 
| lowing major op. 
Louis Berman 
Imverial Pictures. 
Trem Carr now sporting a limou- 
sine and chauffeur. 
Richard Cromwell 
minor nose operation. 
Frank Morgan opened a furniture 
store in Palm Springs. 
John D. Clarke here to discuss 
20th-Fox distribution. 
| Doris Nolan returning from N. Y, 
| to resume at Universa!. 
Paulette Goddard walking with a 
; cane. Sprained ankle. 
| Richard Polimer has joined J. G, 
' Bachmann's agency as v.p. 
Arthe Jakubsen teaching Claudette 
' Colbert to do fancy skating. 
Warren William making a tour of 
Mexico with his land yacht. 
Annie Breyman and mother spend- 
ing a month at Palm Springs. 
Elsie Wagner retiring from Beyer- 
' MacArthur agency after six years. 
Wister Clark broke his ankle 
| skiing on _a snow set at Universal. 
Manny Wolfe, Par story head, back 
t. work after a week’s tussle with 


in from N. Y. for 


underwent a 





u. 

Sybil Jason parts with her appen- 
ay as soon as she recovers from the 

u. 

Francine Larrimore’s New York 
departure delayed by an attack of 
flu. 

Joey Ray off to New York to open 
floor show at the new Paradise cafe 
Feb. 5. 

Frank Killduff is now blurbing the 
Hollywood Knickerbocker’s Lido 
Room. 

Gladys George pulled in to start 
work at Metro in ‘They Gave Him 
a Gun.’ 

Henry Wilcoxon preparing 
leave for Cairo, Egypt, to star 
‘Salt’ for Capital Films. 

Hendrick Druide studio worker, 
made an oil portrait of John Boles 
for which actor paid $500. 

Social engagements have kept 
Sophie Tucker on the jump ever 
since she arrived in town. 

John Boles has endowed a musical 
scholarship at the Martha Lee School 
for Girls in Alexandria, Va. 

‘The Drunkard’ reeled into its 
1,300th consecutive performance at 
the L. A. Theatre Mart Jan. 25. 

Pat Collins in hospital with bullet 
wound in his leg. Gun went off ac- 
cidentally while he was loading. 

Howard Benedict, Radio studio 
publicity chief, off for New York 
for powwow with Bartlett McCor- 
mick. 

Harry Ruby sporting in the snow 
at Arrowhead, awaiting spring train- 
ing of the Chicago Cubs at Catalina 
island. 

Mary Maguire, recently imported 
from Australia by WB, went to Mex- 
ico to renew her immigration quota 
number, 

Mike Jackson, of Harry Brand’s 
publicity staff at 20th-Fox, leaving 
shortly on a tour of Mexico and 
Central America. 

Dame May Whittey here from 
New York to go in Metro’s ‘Night 
Must Fall,’ enacting same role she 
created on the stage. 

Dave Gould to Frisco to rehearse 
Vivian Faye for a dance in ‘A Day 
at the Races,’ (MG). She is appear- 
ing in ‘The Great Waltz.’ 

Around 1,000 persons attended the 
third annual get-together of the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners of South- 
ern California and Arizona at the 
Carthay Circle theatre. Monte Blue 
emceed with Bill Quinn doing the 
announcing. 


to 
in 





Stuart Doyle yachting. 

Sir Ben Fuller off again on an 0.0, 
tour. 

Ken Hall getting ready to megg 
“Tall Timbers.” 

Little. Theatres still continue to 
spring up in Sydney and Melbourne. 

Gordon Williams. B.I.P. rep.,_ 18 
taking a look over the Victorian 
territory. 

Connors and Paul revue unit _re- 
ported doing solid biz in New Zea- 
land for Sir Ben Fuller. 

Julian Rose turned out some cork- 
ing art work for the Svdney run of 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ (M-G). 

Sam Snider, Snider-Dean, readying 
plans to increase holdings in the 
nabe and country spots during 193% 

Adelaide is celebrating its cen- 
tenary with gusto. Biz is brilliant 





; and the city is jammed wr-h visitors 


Rain meant a heavy loss to the 
outdoor men during the holidays 


(Continued on page 62) 
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News From 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


the Dailies 


Variety takes no credit for 














East 





Decision of Court of Appeals in 
Syracuse puts dog racing definitely 
out of business in central New York. 


Charles O. Carey has gone to 
Columbus, Ga., to organize a little 
theatre. But he’ll be back on his 


showboat next summer. 
White Plains jury awards $6,000 to 


Anna Smith, six-year-old girl, who 
alleges she was hurt when she was | 
scared by ‘ghosts and witches‘ in a| 


Playland amusement device. 

Sam H. Harris selling tickets for 
‘You Can't Take It with You’ 18 
weeks ahead. That’s six better than 
the old record. 

Shan Kar, here with his oriental 
ballet, announces he is going back 
to India soon to establish a dance 
school. 

Edgerton Paul quit the WPA ‘Dr. 
Faustus’ to go into the Guild’s ‘But 
for the Grace of God.” His WPA 
successor was taken ill and he has 
been doubling into ‘Faustus’ between 
the first and third acts of the Guild 

lay. 

r Chauteau Moderne, 
up a milk bar. 
London. 

Picture dates will keep Katharine 
Hepburn’s ‘Jane Eyre’ out of N. Y. 
until next season. 

Jersey Chancery Court refuses to 


nitery, has set 
Idea imported from 


check efforts of wife of Leonard J. | 


Marquis to prevent his obtaining a 
Mexican divorce. He wants an out 
so that he may marry Elvira Trabert, 
German actress. 

Lee Pattison, WPA music prciject | 
head for N. Y., resigns to assume | 
presidency of board of directors of | 
Met. Op’s pop spring season. 

George Burns, 
Jack Benny associated as partner 


with George Jessel in his projected | 


| 


production of ‘Glory for All.’ 

Mrs. Vincent Astor, fronting Musi- 
cians’ Emergency Fund, announces it 
has collected $37,989, but needs $150,- 
000 if it is to do a proper job. 

Estate of the late Karl Schindler, 
founder of the MacDowell chorus, 
nets $5,549. Mostly to his brother 
and latter’s wife. 

Federal Theatre Magazine, orig- 
inally intended as a house organ, 
got a newstand circulation of 1,600 
copies for December. Current issue 
printed 12,500 copies. 

Eddie Dowling and _ Robinson 
Smith drop Clarence Derwent from 
‘Richard II’ to permit him to sign 
with Henry Miller for ‘Dr. Clitter- 


house.’ 
Reich bans Dorothy Thompson’s 
book, ‘I Saw Hitler.’ 


Drama League to guest Margalo 
Gillmore, Betty Lawford and Ethel 
Jackson at Hotel Pierre, Feb. 7. 

Mae Medley, of the Commodore, 
voted the most attractive cigarette 
girl of the nite spots. Gets her $100 
and her picture in the papers. 

Mozellecita Stapp, dancer, seeking 
to have Prescott Van Wyck produced 
in court in her suit for damages. 
Lawyers can’t find him. He’s off on 
a honeymoon with Lolita Cordoba, 
another dancer, whom he married in 
Armonk. 

Ed. Thorgerson, radio and news- 
reel commentator, in court on a hit 
and run charge dating back to Dec. 
5. Plaintiff unable to identify him 
and he was dicharged. 

Mary Davidson, showgirl who an- 
nounced last July that medicos had 
given her only eight months more to 
live, married last week in Cleveland 
to Walter H. Walker, of United Air 
Lines. Her first husband was.also a 
Walker, Robert, who spent a young 
fortune on Broadway productions. In 
between she was hitched to Rufus 
Davidson, of vaude. 

Slicker worked a new racket on a 
couple of penniless youths last week. 
Met them on the street and hired 
them to usher in the Paramount 
theatre. Held their coats while they 
went to an address on 3rd Ave. for 
uniforms, When they got back, sans 
uniforms, he had gone with the coats 
and their last two bits. 

‘Red, Hot and Blue’ to give a bene- 
fit for ‘the Stage Relief Fund Feb. 7. 

Norman Bel Geddes announces he 
is washed up productionally for the 
season. But ‘Dead End’ will stick. 

George S. Kaufman in court at the 
instance of Isidor Polisuk, who re- 
cited that he bought the rights to 
‘Hot Pan’ and hired Kaufman and 
Lawrence Stallings to rewrite it. He 
got ‘Eldorddo,’ a fliv, and now wants 








$10,800 damages. Went to trial 
yestex,day (Tuesday). 

Coast 
Mary Jane  Bourland, screen 


dancer, divorced in L.A. from Rob- 
ert Leo Bourland, Jr. 

Faith Norris, farmer actress, re- 
ceived $100 heart balm in L.A. from 
Mark M. Hanson, theatre owner. 
She had sued for $125,000 damages 
for asserted breach of promise. 

Ross Alexander left an estate of | 
jess than $16,000, but no will, accord- | 


ing to letters of administration filed | 


in L.A. 
Strip of land, nearly a mile long | 


Bert Wheeler and | 


and 100 feet wide, was given to L.A. 
city authorities for continuation of 
Olympic Blvd. through 20th-Fox’s 
studio in Westwood. 
Georgia Bess Clarke, 


ed divorce 
Clarke, actor. 
Willie B. Dugan, who told the L.A. 


in L.A, 





police he wrote the radio playlet, 
| ‘Death Rides the Highway,’ arrested 
| on charges of suspicion of drunk- 


driving. 

David Harris, 46, 
L.A. police and allegedly confessed 
he had written a $5,000 extortion 
note to Jane Withers, 10-year-old 
pic star, 
ing $25,000 from Freddie 
mew. Police said he also confessed 
a criminal record. 

Buddy Rogers told Hollywood 
friends that his marriage to Mary 
Pickford would take place in London 
the latter part of March. 

Sheriff Eugene Biscailuz of L. A. 


up all nite spots featuring strip teas- 


show girl | 
known as Georgia Pembleton, grant- | 
from Robert | 


Bartholo- | 


county ordered his deputies to close | die 


operated stores, police aren’t greatly | 


surrendered to | 


and a similar note demand- | 


SALT LAKE VICE RAIDS 
TO PLEASE CLUB WOMAN 





Salt Lake City, Jan. 26. 

Salt Lake City this week reported- 
ly was viceless. 

Following an intensive drive by 
police prompted by an order from 
Mayor E. B. Erwin to ‘clean up Salt 
Lake or else...’ Police Chief Harry 





L. Finch said Tuesday (26) dice 
joints, card rooms and speakeasies 
have folded up. 

Heat first applied several weeks | 
ago when Mrs. E. R. Van Coit, presi- 
dent of the Salt Lake district, Utah 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, met 
| mayor and police officials and de- | 
manded instant action about the 
vice situation here. 

First four days of vice drive 
yielded 84 arrests. State Liquor con- 
| trol commission at same time re- 
| voked three beer licenses in as- 
sertedly honky-tonkies. Police 


City, 


ers. Dialog also must be sapolioed, 
he edicted. 
| Shirley Deane, film actress, en- | 
| nounced she would marry Kussell 
| Bowditch, sound technician, in the 
spring. 

Alleging she was injured by an 
auto driven by June Gale, singer, 


L. A. woman sued for $10,000 dam- | 
ages. 

John Luhring and Margaret Morris 
| filed suit in L. A. to collect a judg- | 


(Continued on page 63) 


‘CITY LICENSES ’EM, 











Winnipeg, Jan. 26. 


| regard to pin games and bingo lay- | 
outs in mercantile and other public 
establishments. City licenses them | 
at $50 fee as ‘entertainment’ and then | 
the city’s police raids them as gam- | 
bling devices and fines ’em. 

Fines are now up to $150 and costs 
and discouraging the shopkeepers 
who are notifying ‘the boys’ to roll 
up their vans and take away their 
gadgets. 

Theatres here are not allowed to 
operate bank night or similar stunts. 


BIRTHS 





Dr. and Mrs. Myer Cohen, daugh- | 
ter, Jan. 20, in San _ Francisco. 
Mother is Elisabeth Elson, former 


supervisor in charge of Northern 
California Federal Theatre Project. 

Mr. and Mrs. William A. Well- 
man, son, Jan. 20, in Hollywood. 
Father is picture director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Stebbins, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 
Father is insurance counsellor to 
Hollywood filmites. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Bresler, son, 
in Hollywood, Jan. 20. Father is pro- 
duction manager for Supreme Pic- 
tures. 

Mr. and Mrs. Neville Reay, son, in 
Hollywood, Jan. 22. Father is in pub- 
licity department at Selznick-Inter- 
national. 

Mr. and Mrs. Basil Wrangell, son, 
in Hollywood, Jan. 23, Father is a 
film editor at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Crutchfield, 
daughter, Jan. 1, in Charlotte, 
N.C. Father is program director of 
WBT, Charlotte, 


THEN FINES EM $150 


Legalistic paradox exists here with | 


| more 


ers stomach rusting juice. 
|Knowing that the anti-work boys 
| aren't interested, only a couple of 


| 


| 





| the down and outers. Signs are plas- 
| tered everywhere, 
| Undersold, ‘The Best for the Cheap- 
est,’ 


claimed that town’s red light district 
behaving okeh, but, as a precaution- 
ary measure, increased the anti-vice 
squad to watch over illicit traffic. 
Since Utah’s liquor trade is 
monopoly in state-owned 


un- 
and 


concerned over bootleggers. There 
are only 38 beer oases in Salt Lake 
which has 165,000 po. 


Sapalio Clark St. Dives; 
What's Left Is Honky-Tonk |: 
At Its 20c Honky-Tonkes 


‘Chicas, Jan. 26. 

Chicago’s Clark street joints are 
of a haven than ever for 
bums, with a price war on, making 
joy sap a nickel and dime a gulp, 20 
cents worth beinggenough to elimi- 
nate any factor of time from even 
the most harassed. 

War has come since the City Coun- 
cil ruled against hostesses, who fer- 
'merly brought the sports to the 
joints. Since there are no hostesses, 
there are no sports, and the street 
|has been taken over completely by 
‘We Won't Be 
and ‘Double Your Money Back 
If You Can Buy for Less,’ and the 
bars are lined with the silent gulp- 
of the 


ithe spots even attempt floor shows 
any more, and those that do usually 
let it go with a couple fat dames 
| dancing. Noise and joy, except that 
| which can be spilled, is strictly out, 
and the palace which grinds a laugh 
record into the street is practically 
empty, while its silent neighbors are 
packed with both men and women 
who like their snifting silent. 

Taxi dance halls, girls in door- 
ways, and everything else pertaining 
to sex is gone. Newspaper campaign 
against social diseases has brought 
about stricter police regulations, and 
this, with the order doing away with 
the buy-me-a-drink-girls, has _ re- 
sulted in Clark street changing from 
a thoroughfare of varied pleasures 
to a road of ruin for the boys who 
like their joy in splashes. 





Allen Leafer’s music will supply 
the dancing and score for new show 
at the Hotel St. George, Brooklyn, 


which includes Jay Johnson, accor- | 


dionist; Three Harts, dancers; Beth 
Reyburn, pianist; LeRoy and Rogers, 
jugglers; Ruth Ford, comedienne, and 
like their joy in glasses. 





Royal Coronation, Acted by Dummies, 
A Tableau for Department Stores 





MARRIAGES 


Hannah J. Kass to Joseph Klein, in 
N. Y., Nov. 9, 1936. Groom is an 
indie film distributor and brother of 
Arthur Klein, formerly of the Shu- 
bert office. 

Mary E. Johnson to Emmett M. 
Firestone in N. Y. Feb. 20. Bride is 
one of the Libby Dancers in vaude- 
ville. 

Helen B. Hodes to Milton Green- 
span, in N. Y., Jan. 24. Bride is the 
daughter of an exec of Columbia Pic- 
tures. 

Norma Ransom, non-pro, to Roy 
Peterson, on new Procter & Gamble 
| program on NBC out of Chicago, 
in Caledonia, Minn., Jan. 23. 
| Mrs. Christine Baldwin to E. J. 
| Caupert, in Marion, Ark., Jan. 3. 
Groom is publicity director of Tom 
Mix Circus. 








| the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


Inaugural Proves Rain-Soaked Flop; 
Everybody in Red or in Bed From 
Chill: Reporters Go Rheumatic 





Washington, Jan. 26. 

Torrential 
temperatures dampened and chilled 
what had been the 


enthusiastic 


expected to be 
and 
inauguration in history last week. 


With 


best-attended most 


several days of horrible 


F . | 
rain and near-freezing | 


same time hurt the drink-and-dance 
places. 

More than a dozen special trains 
were cancelled during the 12 hours 
preceding President Roosevelt's 
duction. Homeward rush by the early 
birds started sooner than expected, 


in- 


' with principal railroads sending out 


weather — enthusiasm of Dem- | 


ocratic ¢ 


| Hotel 


velt, the first Sdasear coronation in 
history came close to being a literal 
washout Patronage fell far short of | 
expectations, spending was nowhere 


near previous levels and, all in all, 
merchants, amusement spots, 
hotels and ceremony promoters took 
it on the chin. Raincoat and um- 
brella dealers were about the only 
ones who really cleaned up. 


Estimates on loss ran into six fig- 


ures. This doesn’t include ruined 
| clothing, doctors’ bills, etc. Instead 
| of coming early and staying late. 


out-of-towners hardly took the elas- 
tic off the bankroll. Thousands can- 
celled reservations, while 10,000 who 
landed Inauguration Day morning 
never left the Union Station. 


Set-Ups a Best Seller 

Rain put a crimp in everything, in- 
cluding radio, news and film cover- 
age. Hawkers took it on the chin. 
Visiting firemen huddled in hotel 
rooms, sending down for ice and 
glasses but not venturing ferth to 
patronize niteries, restaurants, film 
houses or other celebrations. Hotels 
hoping to cash in on whirlwind of 
teas, receptions, dinners, dances and 
other soirees suffered from depleted 
guest lists, although most of the 
scheduled events were held with re- 
duced attendance. 


Liquor dealers and merchants dis- 
pensing galoshes, slickers and bum- 
bleshoots had little complaint. Dur- 
ing the parade, rubbers worth a 
buck retailed for twice that figure, 


while raincoats sold at greater pre- | 


miums. Heavy demand for firewater 
to stave off incipient colds helped | 
out the booz dispensers, but at the! 


homeward-bound contingents before 
the ceremonies even concluded. 
guests hurried to check out 
instead of waiting over another day 
or two to see the sights. 

Radio and picture people not only 
were inconvenienced, put on the sick 
list, and exasperated, but weather 
inflicted tremendous’ cash losses. 


| Delicate broadcasting apparatus and 








cameras were damaged by the rain, 
(Continued on page 63) 





| JESS WILLARD CAFE 


VENTURE A FLOPPO 


26. 
exe 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 
Attempt Jess Willard, 
heavy weight champion, to become the 
Jack Dempsey of Pittsburgh with an 
eatery was short-lived. Fighter, after 
losing out on effort to get Commo- 
dore downtown, sold himself to 
owners of St. Moritz cafe in East End 
on glowing picture of making it the 
Dempsey’s of city, with special ap- 
peal to sports fans, but couldn’t get 
"em coming and didn’t have the 
dough to carry through. 


As a result, spot is back in hands 
of Frank Balandi again and Willard 
has given up hopes of getting a foot- 
hold in the eatery biz. Commodore, 
spot he was dickering for in downe 
town sector, took a bath last week 
when George Seegan and Jerry 
Foster, who opened it couple of 
months ago, gave up the ghost. 

Seegan now managing downstairs 
‘abaret room of White Mansion, 
swanky roadhouse casino, 


of 
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SPECIAL MIDNIGHT SHOW TONIGHT 
Comiag—KAY FRANCIS 
in “BTOLEN HOLIDAY” 

















A coronation tableau, a la wax 
museum greups, has been designed 
by William R. Harse and Josef 
Israels, I1., for promotional display 
in department stores as a cuffo show. | 
Setup includes the new king, his | 
queen and children and the Arch-| 
bishop of Canterbury. 

Replicas are stationed on a purple | 
canopied dais. In addition to the | 
principals in the event there are two | 
guards in traditional regalia. Family | 
and ecclesiastic are decked in exact 
duplicates of the raiment to be worn | 
at the ceremony. Crown jcwels, | 
scepter, mace, etc., are also exact du- 
plicates of Crown possessions. 

It’s a reproduction of the final 
scene in the event. King is seated 
with his queen, heirs and the clergy- | 











man standing. Guards are stationed | 


at two ends of the platform. 





GRETA ROBERT 
GARBO TAYLOR 


" “CAMILLE” 


with LIONEL BARRYMORE 


BING CROSBY 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ 


ON THE STAGE 
BENNY DAVIS Revue 





| PARAMOUNT: ccnis 





es HELD OVER 
THE PLAINSMAN” 
With GARY COOPER 
and JEAN ARTHUR 


—ON THE STAGE— 
at | QREANDWINNE BD—HILDE- 
LEK 
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OPENING SAT., JAN 36 


“You Only Live: 
with HENRY FONDA 
and SYLVIA SIDNEY 


PM Fy RIVOLI away, a 
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MUSIC HALL 


“The PLOUGH 
And The STARS" 








Spectacular Stage Productions 
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JAMES CAGNEY 


| al Lim Hin Mewest and Greatest Picture 
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“3 SMART 
GIRLS” 


—ON THE STAGE— 
BORKRAH MINE- 
1PM. VITCH AND GANG 


ROY 
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OBITUARIES 





MARIE PREVOST 

Marie Prevost, 44, long the bright | 
particular star of Mack Sennett’s | 
comedies, was discovered dead in 
her apartment in Hollywood Jan. 23 | 
by a hallboy who had been led to | 


investigate by the howling of her | 
pet dog. Police surgeons declared | 
that she had probably been dead | 


for two or three days. 
will be 


An autopsy 
held to determine whether | 
death was due to natural causes. | 
Casual examination suggested that 
death might have come from acute 
alcoholism. Her body will be cre- | 
mated with that of her mother, who 
died some years ago and which will 
be exhumed. 

In her heyday she was regarded 
as the top star on the Sennett lot 
in a company which included Gloria 
Swanson, Phyllis Haver and Mabel 
Normand. The incoming of sound 
pictures found her unprepared for 
the drastic change and it was some 
years before she was able to handle 
speaking parts. By that time her 
vogue had passed and she found it 
hard sledding, though she gave ex- | 
cellent account of herself, notably | 
under Ernst Lubitsch in ‘The Mar- 
riage Circle’ and later, under the 
same director, in ‘Kiss Me Again.’ 
She was recently under contract to 
Warners, playing in ‘Only Yester- 
day,’ ‘Hands Across the Table,’ ‘12 
Hours by Air’ and ‘Keystone Hotel,’ 
in which many of the old Sennett 
favorites appeared. Her Warner con- 
tract lapsed about four months ago 
and was not renewed. Her last ap- | 
pearance on that lot was in ‘Cain 
and Mable,’ with Marion Davies. 

In all of these productions she | 
had only minor roles. Her most 
recent engagement was in an as yet 
unreleased film with Rex Lease in 
which she is credited with having 
stolen the picture. It was made | 
for an independent company. 

Born in Sarnia, Can., she was 
known as Marie Bickford Gunn, but 
took the name Prevost from her 
stepfather when she entered the 
films. She was twice married, first 
to H. B. (Sonny) Gerke (1918-’23) 
and then to Kenneth iiarlan (’24-’29). 
She divorced them both. A sister, 
Peggy Prevost, who had a brief 
film career, is her only known sur- 
viving relative. 











JAMES C. THORNTON 


James C. Thornton, theatrical 
man, died in West Warwick, R. L., 
Jan. 25, of scarlet fever. Former 
racing horse racing commissioner for 
Rhode Island was stricken in Wash- 
ington while attending inaugura- 
tion. 

Only recently he was named ci- 
vilian aide to’ Gov. Quinn, his 
brother-in-law, with rank of colonel. 

He learned show business under 
his father, Owen B. Thornton, Paw- 
tuxet Valley operator, who died last 
August. Following graduation from 
college he went to New York, where 


|had no 


brothers 
him, 


and five sisters survive 








MABEL LEIGH 

Mabel Leigh, 50, for many years a | 
legit and stock actress, died at her | 
home in Chicago Jan. 20 of pneu- | 
monia. At the time of her death she | 
was with the Federal Theatre project | 


and working in the ‘O, Say Can You | 


Sing’ unit at the Great 
theatre in Chicago. 

Miss Leigh was English born and | 
relatives in this country. | 
Services were held Jan. 22, and| 
burial was made at Oak Lawn Cem- | 
etery in the Actors’ Fund lot, the | 
deceased being a Life Member of | 
the Fund. 


Northern | 





HARRY L. WILLS 

Harry LaVaque Wills, 69, builder 
of the first radio transmitting and 
receiving station in his section of 
the country and nationally known 
electrical engineer, died Jan. 21 at 
his home in Atlanta. 

Shortly before the World War, 
Wills constructed the pioneer sta- 
tion, which was taken over by the 
government when the U. S. entered 
the war. After the war, he built an- 
other station atop the Electric build- 
ing, which was leased to The Atlanta 
Constitution and became the first 
newspaper radio station in the 
Southeast. 





BERTIE CREWE 

Bertie Crewe, 74, one of the most 
prominent British theatre architects, 
died in London, Jan. 10. He was 
stricken with influenza which de- 
veloped into pneumonia. 

Crewe built nearly 200 picture 
houses in England and on the con- 
tinent. The London structures in- 





In Tenderest Loving Memory Of 
My Darling Sweetheart Husband 


TIM ODONNELL 


Who Departed Jan. 29, 1932 
Mary Love Greene Odennell 











cluded the Tivoli, Phoenix and Pic- 
cadilly. Years ago he built the Lon- 
don Opera House for Oscar Ham- 
merstein, which is now the Stoll Pic- 
ture House. 





ADDISON BURKHART 

Addison Burkhart, 56, songwriter 
and film scenarist, died in Holly- 
wood, Jan. 25, after an attack of flu. 

In addition to his screen writing, 
deceased wrote the music for several 
plays, including ‘His Honor the 
Mayor’ and ‘Peggy from Paris.’ He 
worked as scenarist at several major 
studios until four years ago, when 
poor health forced his retirement. 

His widow, living in N. Y., sur- 
vives. 








he was ganeral manager of National 
Theatres, Inc. there. Three years 
later he returned to Providence to 
manage Rialto for Fay chain. 

At time of his death he operated 
three theatres in West Warwick, the 
Gem, Thornton’s and Palace. 

He resigned facing commissioner- 
ship here to become managing direc- 
tor of Agawam track, Springfield, 
Mass., last year. 





EDDIE SHUBERT 


Eddie Shubert, 42, died Jan. 23 in 
Los Angeles following a 10 days’ 
illness. His body was shipped to 
Milwaukee, his former home, where 
his father and several brothers sur- 
vive. 

Shubert was for many years in 
burlesque and musical comedy. Un- 
til recently he was under contract at 
Warner Bros. His last picture work 
was at 20th-Fox, where he worked 
in ‘Time Out for Romaice,’ recently 
completed. 

Shubert was stricken while watch- 
ing a golf tournament and rushed 
to the hospital where complications 
developed. A last minute blood 
transfusion failed to save him. 


—_-— 


CARL E. REYNOLDS 
Cart Edwin Reynolds, 53, former 
stage manager for the old Salt Lake 
theatre and an employe of Para- 
mount theatre here, died Saturday 
in local hospital of a heart ailment. 
Born in Salt Lake City in 1883, 
he had long been active in inter- 
mountain theatrical activities, and 
served as stage manager for the Salt 
Lake theatre prior to its razing in 
1929. For a number of years he was 

a stage hand at the Paramount. 
He was a member of the musicians’ 
union, local No. 99. A son, four 


PATRICK H. KELLY 

Patrick Henry Kelly, 65, brother 
of playwright George Kelly and 
actor William J. Kelly and father of 
former pocket billiard champion 
George Kelly, died suddenly Jan. 25, 
at his home in Philadelphia. An- 
other brother, Jack Kelly, is Demo- 
cratic leader of Philadelphia, State 
secretary of revenue and former 
Olympic rowing singles champion. 





CHARLES A. ESTERBROOK 

Charles A. Esterbrook, 70, died in 
Salamanca, N. Y., last week of 
pneumonia. He was conductor of 
the Salamanca Symphony orchestra. 
In earlier years he had played in 
the orchestra of various theatres and 
had traveled with Cleveland’s and 
Vreeland’s minstrels. 

He is survived by a son and three 
sisters. Interment was in Brandon, 
Vt. 





JOHN A. WILLIAMSON 

John A, Williamson, well known 
fair executive of St. Clairsville, O., 
died Jan. 16 at St. Petersburg, Fla., 
where he had gone for his health 
after suffering a stroke. He was a 
director of the Belmont county fair 
association. 

The body was returned to St. 
Clairsville for funeral services and 
burial, 





THOMAS ORMISTON 

Thomas Ormiston, one of the best 
known exhibitors in the U.K., died 
in Glasgow Jan. 15. 

He had been treasurer of the 
Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Associa- 
tion for many years and was a 
former president of the Association. 





JACK SCHAEFFER 
Jack Schaeffer, 37, treasurer of 








| for a year and a half and prior to 


| tend a fight when the accident oc- 


| attack. He had been with Metro for 


Empire (burlesque) Theatre, New- 
ark, died Jan. 21, at Beth Israel Hos- 
pital of influenza and complications. 

He was treasurer at the Empire 


that treasurer of the Masque The- 
atre in N. Y. Survived by wife and 
one child. 





C. TERRY REILLY 

C. Terry Reilly, 40, formerly man- 
ager of the old Garrick theatre, De- 
troit, was killed Jan. 21, when his car 
skidded into a ditch near Brighton, 
Mich. 

Reilly, who was secretary of the 
Michigan boxing commish, was driv- 
ing from Lansing to Detroit to at- 


curred. 
GEORGE MINNICK 
George Minnick, 55, assistant fire 
chief at the Metro studios in Culver 
City, died there Jan. 23 of a heart 


10 years and before that for five years 
at the old Thomas Ince studio in 
Hollywood. 

The widow, two daughters and a 
son survive. 





JACK STILES 

John ‘Jack’ Stiles, 81, former vaude 
comedian and a participant in annual 
circus of St. Louis Police Depart- 
ment for a number of years died at 
City Hospital last week of heart dis- 
ease. Stiles established residence 
there 25 years ago. 

He is survived by four children, his 
wife having died six weeks ago. 

SOLLY HEILBRONNER 

Solly Heilbronner, 56, pianist with 
the SERA ever since it started, died 
in San Francisco, Jan. 22, of a sud- 
den heart attack. 

Survived by a wife and daughter. 
Heilbronner had been a resident of 
San Francisco for the past 25 years. 





NICHOLAS LEGAT 

Nicholas Legat, 67, once premier 
dancer and ballet master of the 
Marinsky theatre, during the Czarist 
regime, died in London, Jan. 24. 

He had maintained a school of 
classical dancing in London since his 
departure from Russia and had 
coached many famous pupils. 





EDWARD CHRISTIE 
Edward Christie, 48, vet music ex- 


——= 








‘Women’ Buy 


—— 








ecutive, died Jan. 24, in Cedars of 
Lebanon hospital, Hollywood. 
Deceased went to Hollywood sev- 
eral weeks ago to make a connection. 
Prior to that he managed the N. Y. 
office of Irving Berlin. 
His widow survives. 





GUIDO PETERS 
Guido Peters, pianist and composer 
of Central European fame, died in 
his home at Gratz, Styria. 
He was born there in 1866 and an 
outstanding interpreter of Mozart, 
Beethoven and Schubert. He wrote 
several symphonies. 





JAMES B. FIELD 

James B. Field, 37, general coun- 
sel for R.K.O., died in New York, 
Jan. 26, of pneumonia. He was for- 
merly associated with Simpson 
Thatcher Bartlett and later with 
Goldwater & Flynn. 

His mother, a sister and brother 
survive. 





FRANK LYONS 
Frank Lyons, 29, midget car race 
driver, was killed in Los Angeles 
last Saturday (23) while making a 
scene for Columbia’s ‘Racing Neck.’ 
His nesk was broken when his car 
crashed against a post. 


JOHN E. KENNEBECK 
John E. Kennebeck, 39, managing 
director of Paramount in Australia 
and’ New Zealand, died in Sydney, 
Jan. 23. Details in International 
News section. 








ETHEL SCHOENFELD 
Ethel Schoenfeld, 26, wife of Joe 
Schoenfeld (Scho) of the Variety 
home-office staff, died Jan. 20 in 
New York. 
Son, four months old, survives. 





MRS. ANNA PERLEY 
Mrs. Anna Perley, 88, who was on 
the stage and later did character 
work in pictures, died Jan. 20 in Los 
Angeles. 





Mother, 71, of Larry Urbach, trade 
newspaperman, intermittently asso- 
ciated with Variety in Hollywood, 
died in N. Y., Jan. 19, 





Eugene P. Hartup, 28, former an- 
nouncer at WLBC, Muncie (Ind.), 
died Jan. 12 of injuries suffered 
when his auto struck by train, 





Grandmother of Richie Craig, Mrs. 
A. Blodgett, 90, died at her home in 
N. Y. Jan. 21, . 





(Continued from page 4) 
sultant, are through, Gordon states.] 
According to the rules of the new 
contract, producer must declare at 
the outset, whether or not he is film- 
financed. Several days before the 
play was to go into rehearsal, Gor- 
don showed up at the office of the 
Dramatists’ Guild, announced that he 
had made a deal with Goetz and Re- 
liance Pictures whereby Goetz would 
finance his (Gordon's) legit plays 
and wanted to know how about it. 
Since this changed Gordon’s status 
into a film-financed manager, author 
of the play, Clare 
(Mrs. Henry R. Luce] was called in 
and asked whether this was satis- 
factory to her. Motion picture ne- 
gotiator, Sydney R. Fleischer. was 
present at this meeting between 
Guild officials, Mrs. Luce and Gor- 
don and pointed out all the angles to 
her, she agreeing that it was still 
okay for Gordon to go ahead. 

After the play ran three weeks, in 
accordance with the rules, Mrs. 
Luce’s agent, Leland Hayward, 
phoned Gordon and told him that he 
wanted $200,000 for the screen 
rights. According to the rules, this 
is the procedure. Author sets a 
price which is offered to the pro- 
ducer. If he turns it down, that price 
or anything above it may be accepted 
from any other studios. If it’s nixed, 
a new upset price is set and again 
offered to the original producer, who 
is always given first preference. 


How They Bid 

Gordon deemed $200,000 too high 
and said so. Other bids w2re then 
asked for from other studios, with 
offers coming from Paramount and 
Selznick-International, as a_ result. 
Latter wanted to use it as the base 
for a fashion film, in color, and of- 
fered $135,000 as its highest figure. 
Gordon felt $125,000 was the best he 
could afford. Mrs. Luce, after again 
consulting with Fleischer, decided to 
accept Gordon’s $125,000, as a gesture 
to him, since there was little differ- 
ence between his bid and that of the 
next highest bidder and she felt he 
was entitled to a break for having 
produced the play in the first place. 
Actually, this does not mean she lost 
$10,000 in the deal, but $6,000, since 
40% goes to the producer on film 
sales. 

Understood that; before making 
any of these definitive steps, Mrs. 
Luce consulted both her husband 
(publisher of Time and Fortune) and 
George S. Kaufman, a_ personal 
friend, who, some at first believed, 
helped rewrite the play after its first 
out-of-town showing. 

On Broadway feeling on the sale 
is mixed. At first blush it would 
seem to indicate that the new Dra- 
matists’ Guild contract is not only 
equitable but workable. Pointed out 
by the insiders who know the issues 
involved and circumstances of the 
sale that it proves amity and accord 
possible in film sale negotiations of 
plays. Also proves, it is claimed, that 
film companies can get a break by 
finacing plays and yet give the au- 
thors a break. 


Film Companies No Like 

Film companies, in objecting to the 
terms and angles of the new contract, 
have insisted that it is inequitable in 
that they are forced through this 
contract to compete against them- 
selves in bidding for plays, and that 
prices will thus be jerked up beyond 
reason. On the other hand, authors 
who feel they’ve been underpaid for 
film rights in the past couple of 
years because film companies have 
refused to bid against each other, 
think that this method allows for a 
comfortable margin both ways and 
no injustice to anyone. 

Thus, in the saie of ‘Women,’ Gor- 
don is shown not to have paid more 
than he wanted, or more than 
equitable, since there was at least 
one independent offer of $10,000 
more than he bid. And, even if Gor- 
don met that bid completely, it is 
pointed out, it would have cost him 
(and his production combine) only 
60% of the figure. Thus, writers 
claim, the producer can buy the play 
at a ‘just price,’ that being whatever 
the highest film bid is from other 
studios, if he’s interested, since he 
has a 40% edge, but the writer can 
get all possible since there is general 
bidding. 

Meanwhile all major film compa- 
nies are closely scrutinizing the situ- 
tion and sitting back. Reports from 
various sources that this or that stu- 
dio is financing plays, are denied by 
all—yet they persist. All the com- 
panies are vaguely suspicious of 
their competing film companies, but, 
on the surface, at least, are sticking 
to the agreement not to finance plays. 





What helps is, of course, that most 





Booth Brokaw | 





of the majors have produced several 
plays this season on last year’s com. 
mitments, before the trouble and fo 
sultant agreement arose. Thus; the 
figure, they can hold out this Seen 
with nothing to lose. If the writers 
give in, the film companies reas 
they are that much ahead. 
next season is plenty 
switch their stance. 
Whether they will switch sooner 
however, in view of the Goctz-Gor. 
don set-up and in view of Jock 
Whitney’s open and admitted interest 
in a number of“legit plays, in 
of his film alliances, is to be 


ason 
If not, 
of time to 


Spite 
seen 








Chatter 


(Continued from page 60) 


Have had a great run lately owing 
to drought conditions, menue - 
R. E. Warn has arrived here to 
take over the job of assistant to E 
Applegate in Western Electric. Came 
from the States via New Zealand. 
General Died at Dawn’ (Par) 
despite its title, looks like developing 
into a solid hit in Sydney. Got a 
strong run in Melbourne of five 
weeks, 
Dave Martin continuing his keen 
advertising campaign to keep ‘Show 


Boat’ (U) afloat. Pic now entering 
its eighth month at the Liberty, 
Sydney. 


Clarence Badger remaining in Aus- 
tralia in the hope that another pic 
will soon be set on the floor at Na- 
tional. Badger received some fine 
press notices for his directorial job 
on ‘Rangle River.’ é 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





fifth production. 

Billie Connelly named prez of 
local entertainers’ association. 

Bavarians celebrating their 
week at the William Penn Grill. 

Tony Stern’s sister on from New 
York for a couple of weeks’ visit. 

Flu hit Buzzy Kountz in Memphis 
and he had to cancel an engagement 
there. 

Ross Hall has pulled out of Fort 
Pitt to join Joe Venuti’s band as 
pianist. 

Agnes Prendergast’s’ auto hurts 
have mended and she’s back on the 
job again. 

Andy Smith in town for couple of 
days pepping up district chiefs for 
UA sales drive. 

Jackie Heller sending back photos 
from London showing him with 
Jessie Matthews. 

Ben Jaffe back at the Casino man- 
agerial post after month battling 
various ailments. 

Tony Conforti has given Herman 
Middleman’s band an option lift un- 
til the end of May. 

Forrest Crossman back for the 
second time this season, now ahead 
of ‘Reflected Glory.’ 

Helen Fletcher subbed for the ail- 
ing Josephine Kristoff in ‘Snatched 
from Noose,’ meller. 

Art Farrar nipped a southern tour 
with ork to come back for his 
mother’s birthday party. 

Havey J. Boyle, Post-Gazette 
sports ed, to toastmaster scribes’ din- 
ner in Jimmy Long’s honor. 

Flu has Harry Kalmine’s entire 
family down and he may have to cail 
off that South American cruise. 

Ed McHugh spent a week here 
visiting old haunts’ while stage- 
managing Leslie Howard’s ‘Hamiet. 


Quebec 


Sylvia Sidney here from New York. 

Al Plunkett m.c.ing at the Em- 
bassy. 

Percy Grainger in for a Montreal 
Orchestra date. 

Jack Zatzow and wife here from 
Saskatchewan. 

Charlie Kramer opening at the 
Lido Monday (25). eg 

Vic George in London lining up 
talent for a program starting Feb. 9 

Jim Shaw, record-holder for long- 
est spell as announcer of CFCF, quit 
to go into production. , 

Paul Wright, ‘radio reporter’ of 
CFCF, feting his 25th birthday by an- 
aopncing his 500th program, Friday 
(22 


20th 











Detroit 


By Pete Wemhoff 





Joe Friedman planning a new 

nitery. ; 
Grace Berman Abramsohn honeys 

mooning in the south. 

Ernst Toller, exiled 
dramatist, lecturing here. 

‘Bull-dogging’ saddle of the late 
Will Rogers bought by Henry For 
for his museum, 

King Baile re-engaged to handle 
the side show attractions for the Seil- 
Sterling circus in 1937. ; 

Appropriation bill, increasing the 
state’s contribution for advertjsin& 
Michigan resorts from $100,000 ‘0 


German 


$150,000 annually, before the les! 
lature. 
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NEBRASKA. FAIR 
MEN CONTRACT 
MUCH BIZ 


Lincoln, Jan. 26. 
Most prosperous convention of fair 
managers in five years was held here 
this year, according to the attraction 


men attending. More contracts were 
signed and more future biz predicted. 


State Fair had the pitty-pats of heart 
with announcement that the legisla- 
ture is likely to pull in the $260,000 
ponded jndebtedness on the grand- 
stand, cut the interest rate from 5% 
to 3% (a saving of $5,000 annually) 


and have the state educational and 
land funds buy up the issue, instead 
of the present private bondholders. 
Perry Reed, executive officer and 
secretary, was elected for the fifth 
term. New president of the state 
fair group is W. B. Banning; Ist vice, 
J. F. Shubert; 2nd vice, J. A. Boyd; 
treasurer, E. R. Purcell. On the board 
managers are J. S. Golder, Gates 
Lilley, A. A. Russell, and E, J. Miille. 
Head of the county fair managers 
is Stanley A. Matzke, who succeeded 
mr, C. Johnson. Vice president is Joe 
teele and secretary, Chet G. Mar- 
iall, 








Reclaiming, the Fair 


Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 26. 
Governor Clyde Hoey has asked 
is house and senate appropriations 
ynmittee to study a proposal of the 
tate board of agriculture for re- 
imption of state operation of the 
nual state fair. 








West Canada Dates 


Winnipeg, Jan. 26. 

Ganging up on the Fort Garry 
lotel here the Western Canada As- 

ciation of Exhibition and Western 

anada Fairs Association held its an- 

ial three-day meet starting Jan. 18. 

&. LL. Richardson, Calgary, was 
elected president, replacing J. E. 
Rettie, Brandon, with Fred W. Kemp, 
Evmoriton, as vice-president and Sid 
W. Johns reelected secretary-treas- 
urer for the tenth year, S. C. Heck- 
bert, Vermilion, Alta., was elected 
presicent of the Fairs group. Jo- 
seph Trimble, Portage la Prairie, in 
as first vice-president. 

Dates were set for the ‘A’ class 
fairs as follows: Brandon, June 28- 
July 2; Calgary, 5-10; Edmonton, July 
12-17; Saskatoon, July 19-24, and Re- 
gina, July 26-31. 

Royal American Shows came out 
top in the field of seven for the show, 
rides and concessions with the Ernie 
Young Agency of Chicago, taking the 
contract for the attractions in the ‘A’ 
class group. Carl J. Sedlmayr repre- 
sented the Royal American group 
with Ernie Young in for himself. 

Dates for the ‘B’ class fairs were 
previously all set but later develop- 
ments made a change necessary, The 
following are the revised dates. 
Estevan, June 21-22; Moose Jaw, 
June 23-26; Weyburn, June 28-29; 
Carman, June 30-July 3; Portage la 
Prairie, July 5-7; Dauphin, July 8-10; 
Yorkton, July 12-14; Melfort, July 
15-17; Lethbridge, July 19-21; Red 
Deer and Vegreville, July 22-24; Ver- 
milion, July 26-28; Lloydminster, 
July 29-31; North Battleford, Aug. 
2-3; Prince Albert, Aug. 4-7. 

Contracts for the attractions in this 
group went to the Williams and Lee 
Attractions, of St. Paul, Minn., with 
Conklin’s All-Canadian Shows, of 
Hamilton, Ontario, taking the mid- 
Way attractions contract. Mrs. B. 
Williams represented the Williams 
and Lee agency while Patty Conklin 
was in for his own group. 











DET. LOOKS PROMISING 


Detroit, Jan. 26. 
With more than 26,000 square feet 
of exhibit space already contracted 
for, officials of Detroit’s ‘Little 
World’s Fair,’ April 2-11, foresee the 
biggest exposition in event’s four- 
year history, 


The expe , sponsored by the 
Detroit Co m and Tourist Bu- 
teau to bal lichigan’s products 
nd tourist etions, uses at least 
te top iio or stage artist, 
Dlus wed al ether entertainers. 
lanny ppeared both last year 
aid in ig 0 attraction has thus 
far be-n d for this year’s fair 
2 Co. otion Hall. 








Blames Politics 


Detroit, Jan. 26. 

Branding politics the chief draw- 
back of fairs, the Michigan Associa- 
tion of Fairs last week re-elected its 
major officers and mapped action to 
put fairs throughout the state on a 
non-political basis. 

Officers renamed include Fred A. 
Chapman, of Ionia, president for the 


11th time; Howell, of Chesaning, for 
his 15th term; and Frank A. Bradish, 
B. P. Buckley, Arnell Engstrom, 
Ray Bushney, and Mrs. Harvey A. 
Wolcott, vice presidents. 


ROSE COMMUTES 
FT. WOTH-CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Jan. 26. 
Billy Rose will have to buy an 
airplane to commute this summer 
between Fort Worth’s Fair and 
Cleveland’s Great Lakes Exposition, 


in which he will definitely produce 
and direct a gigantic marine show 
when centennial fair reopens May 29. 


Dropping in town last week, Rose 
spent a day conferring with Lincoln 
G. Dickey, g.m., in plotting his 
latest super-super, While doing his 
usual secrecy-act, promoter said his 
new brain-child would be a com- 
bination water show, cabaret with 
coupla hundred performers in it and 
a pageant thrown in for good mea- 
sure. 

Scene-shifting on Expo’s lakefront 
grounds also began last week when 
carpenters moved 75-ton symphony 
orchestra shell from upper level 
down to the waterfront. Shell is to 
be used also for ‘Radioland’ features 
lined up by Ralph B. Humphrey. 
Radio acts already penciled include 
Fibber McGee and Molly with Ted 
Weems, Gene and Glenn, Singing 
Sam, ‘Girl Alone’ and ‘Singing Lady.’ 

Open-air auditorium in front of 
stand is being enlarged for 4,000 
seats, in addition to a bigger public 
address system. A central control 
is planned for announcing of ‘Radio- 
land’ programs and broadcasting of 
expo events. 














HOLDS FOR THE MIDWAY 


Fair Sec. Resents Efforts to Force 
Carneys Off Penna Fair 








Easton, Pa., Jan. 26. 

The attempt by directors of Penn- 
sylvania fairs to ‘streamline’ county 
fairs next season by replacing the 
old side shows with modern attrac- 
tions will have opposition when the 
State Asociation of County Fairs 
meets at Harrisburg tomorrow (27). 

Among the leading opponents of 
plan is Herbert M. Beary, secretary 
of Allentown Fair, one of largest in 
state. 

Beary believes that to change the 
atmosphere of traditional fair will 
result in loss of public interest. 

‘The midway and side shows are 
popular at fairs,’ he sald, ‘It is the 
only way in which such entertain- 
ment can be enjoyed throughout the 
entire year, because it is presented 
only at fairs. To take it away would 
be to destroy something that has been 
enjoyed by generations. 

‘As for attractions of a more mod- 
ern type they, too, are given in pro- 
fusion in the vaudeville programs 
before the grandstand and night re- 
vues. But the midway and side shows 
will be with fairs for a long time.’ 


Can. Nat. in the Ebony 


Toronto, Jan. 26. 

In spite of greater expense and less 
income Canadian National Exhibition 
reported a surplus of $93,854 for 1936, 
highest since 1930 because of less 
interest on debt. 

Biggest individual attraction was 
Rudy Vallee and band, not run by 
Ex but by Bill Beasley. 











Seeress Hurt 
Raleigh, N. C., Jan. 26. 

Mrs. Marina Karl, 46, fortune teller 
and former animal trainer from near 
Raleigh, N. C., was injured seriously 
Jan. 12 when she was struck by an 
automobile while walking on a high- 
way seven miles south of Raleigh. 

A native of England, Mrs. Karl 
formerly was connected wfth the 
Hagenbeck-Waliace circus and the 
Johnny J. Jones shows. 
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since make-shift tarpaulins and oil- 
cloth covers proved inadequate to 
withstand the deluge which lasted 
nearly all day. Still and reel com- 
panies which had made elaborate 
provisions for air service to dis- 
tribute prints found planes grounded. 
International News, for instance, was 
unable to get its money’s worth out 
of a $1,500 dark room installed at 
the airport to facilitate speedy han- 
dling, and others were similarly in- | 
convenienced. 

Rheumatic Reporters 

Newspapers made out fairly well 
as far as printed coverage was con- | 
cerned, but legmen had plenty of| 
cause for complaint. With press} 
stands unroofed, scribes doing run- | 
ning stories were forced to dictate | 
to telegraph operators, while tele- | 
graph companies had tough work} 
keeping lines open. Out of 700 re- 
porters and rewrite men on hand, 
at least half were drenched and in 
bad spirits by the day’s end. Others 
found a cozy bar and waited for the 
afternoon local papers or else cud- 
died up to the radio. 

General opinion was that ‘lame 
duck’ amendment to the Constitution 
is a swell idea theoretically but not 
so hot in practice. Agitation already 
has started for a huge auditorium 
which will provide space for indoor 
ceremonies in 1941, while abandon- 
ment of traditional parade has been 
suggested in many quarters. January 
weather didn’t impress anybody in 
the first test of Senator Norris’ idea 
that the coronation should be held 
as soon after election as possible. 


Wedding a Flop | 
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nick of $4 to 20c. This netted about 
one-tenth of capacity. To save their 
face, about 15 minutes before the pa- 
rade started owners permitted the 
crowds to fill the stands on the 
house... Approximately $5,000 in 





cash was all they grossed. 

Stringent police regulations, flu 
epidemic and inclement weather the 
previous day are blamed for the 
floppola. Police ordered seat hold- 
ers to be in the stands at 9 a.m. and 
wait for four hours until 1 p.m., 
when the procession was skedded 
to start, which was another deter- 
rent. 

Filmers fared much better, work- 
ing overtime to get results in print. 
In addition to the local reelers Eng- 
land sent over 12 plane loads of re- 
porters, press photographers and 
cameramen, 

Germany at first suppressed all 
news and photos of the event be- 
cause of anti-Nazi demonstrations 
that took place in Holland before the 
marriage. Swastika emblem was 
torn from a schoolhouse and another 
was struck at a football game be- 
tween German and Dutch teams. 
Embargo was later lifted when the 
respective governments’ got. to- 
gether and talked it over. 





News From Dailies 
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Bill Rice Explains Those Faulty Gams 





On Jap Femmes-Urges Berry Co-op. 





By BILL RICE 


Riverside, Calif., Jan. 26. 
Irvin S. Cobb gives me mention 
as owner of the water show in his 
story ‘Judge Priest Turns Detective,’ 
but he hangs a new moniker on me— 
‘Long’ Bill Rice. He should see me 
now with my 200 pounds, about all 


|}on my baywindow. 


Benny Krouse, who passed away 
last week, was one of my oldest and 
best friends. First met him at Pa- 
ducah, Ky., when I was promoting 
a street fair for the Elks in 1901. He 
had just arrived from Russia and 
could hardly speak any English, but 
he had novelties that did not go over 
so good, so he turned out to be my 
star salesman for confetti. At this 
same doings J. Frank Hatch, the 
‘Silver King,’ had a gal show and 
introduced me to Jimmy English, 
who built the English theatre in that 
city. I came back for the opening 
when Murray & Mack presented, I 
think, ‘At Atlantic City’; anyway, the 
tip was ten bucks a head. Irvin Cobb 
was a reporter on the Paducah Sun 
at the time, drawing down 15 slugs 
every seven days. 

Charles Cook, the patch with the 
Ringling Bros. & Barnum and Bailey, 
also passed away last week. First met 
Cookie at Houston, Texas, in 1918, 
when he did heroic work keeping 
the Barnum show open during the 
infantile paralysis epidemic for 10 
stands, after the state had been 
quarantined. They closed the season 
at Houston and shipped to Bridgeport, 
Conn. At that time many performers 
let their salary ride and everyone 
had two weeks holdback. Most of the 
show’s money was in N. Y. drafts 
and Hutch needed at least $50,000 
in cash. I was general agent of 
the Wortham & Rice carnival at 
the time and the president of my 
committee happened to be the prez 
for a bank. So Cook called me up 
early in the morning to see if I could 
lay the drafts. I did this, and later 
in the day he had $25,000 more turned 


‘talker. At the first opening Potter, 
from the front, looked in and saw 
that all was ready, so he called, 
‘Ballyhoo.” No one came, so he 
yelled ‘Ballyhoo’ again and again, 
but got no action. Seeing Bostock, 
he asked, ‘what the hell’s the matter 
with those stiffs? I’ve yelled bally- 
hoo till I’m black in the face and 
they don’t move.’ Bostock was as 
mystified as his performers and had 
to have it explained. He then went 
to the door and yelled ‘commence, 
commence,’ and then the show got 
in action. 


Outdoor showmen better get busy 
and have some representation on 
George L. Berry’s Committee for In- 
dustrial Cooperation. Already the 
pictures, bowling and sports are rep- 
resented, but I know they will pay 
no attention to Honest Bill Newton’s 
appeal. I had my draw with the 
tent showmen when we fought the 
RR rates. About 14 owners paid the 
freight. I got a refund for the Camp- 
bell Shows of $700 and he sent me a 
check for $100. It bounced. Yankee 
Robinson Circus took 20 moves at a 
saving of $700 a move and wired ‘we 
are sending you check for $300.’ Still 
waiting for that one. The day the 
bill passed wired the Ringling Circus 
that we beat the rate and saved 
them $1,800 on the run from Tulsa 
to Oklahoma City. They never 
bothered to answer. American Circus 
Corp., that saved more than anyone 
else, never put up a nickel. Sells- 
Floto, Andrew Downie, Chas. Sparks 
and Augustus Jones were the only 
circus men that gave a dime. The 
other 10 were carnivals. 


CAMPBELL TO GO NAVAL 
ON GREAT SALT LAKE 


Salt Lake City, Jan. 26. 
Sir Malcolm Campbell, British 
auto racer who set several new 











into dough. Cook’s fixing for the past 
30 years with the world’s largest 
shows would make a most interesting 
book. 

United Tent & Awning Co. have 
purchased all the wagons and the 
steam calliope of the Ken Maynard 
Wild West and they were all on lo- 
cation for a French Carnival set up 
at RKO studio the next day. 

J. H. Smile of the L. A. C. of C. 
gave a talk at the Pacific Coast 
Showmen’s Assn. on the Social Se- 
curity Act that explained in detail 
just how it would operate in connec- 
tion with travelling shows, perform- 
ers and employees. First time I 
ever got it through my noodle. 

‘Bring Them Back Alive’ Buck was 
the guest of honor at the L. A. 
Zoological Assn. luncheon and told 
of the setup in all other cities. 


The Japanese are very touchy 
about the shape of their femmes’ 
legs. When I played my water cir- 
cus there in 1923 I opened in Tokyo 
and had great trouble in securing 
10 native girls with good shapes for 
the bathing girl revue and disap- 
pearance numbers. Immediately 





ment of $35.256 from Universal, 
Judgment was assigned to the plain- 
tiffs by the Union Bank and Trust 
Co. of L. A., to which it had pre- 
viously been assigned by the May 
Film Co. of Germany. German com- 
pany had obtained judgment March 
4, 1930, against Universal in Ger- 
pany. 

Phillippe Heriot, French author of 
four best sellers, is in Hollywood for 
picture work. 

Betty Compson, actress, declared 
in Hollywood that she would file suit 
for divorce from Irving Weinberg, 
agent. 

Sentence of 25 years imposed on 
David Harris, 47-year-old news ven- 
dor, for sending extortion notes to 
Freddie Bartholomew and Jane 
Withers. 

Audrey Miller, film player, granted 
divorce in L. A. from Robert Carl- 
son, boat builder. 

Widower of Mrs. Pearl Wilk in 
Virginia City, Minn., and two sons 
in New York heard services in L. A. 
on a telephone hookup. Deceased 
was mother of Jacob Wilk, Warners 


after my first performance I had an 
order from the Chief of Police say- 
ing, ‘Japanese girls will not be al- 
lowed to appear in your entertain- 
ment.’ Got my interpreter and taxied 
to the station, and was told by the 
Chief that ‘it was humiliating to the 
Japanese to have them in my show.’ 
I asked why, when they allowed 
mixed bathing at their beaches with 
nothing but their bare skins, and I 
dressed them in the latest style suits. 
After much conversation, he said, 
‘the American girls have beautiful 
legs and our girls have not. There- 
fore, it makes us look inferior.’ Had 
to get Russians, Chinese, etc., to take 
their places. The reason for the bum 
gams is that for centuries they have 
sat on their heels and worn wooden 
clogs. At the time I was there no 
springboard diving or speed swim- 
ming was practiced, but since then 
they have broken many records, as 
the Olympics have shown. The al- 
most universal use of our shoes and 
dress has already made great im- 





story editor, and Ralph Wilk, Coast 
rep of Film Daily. 

Lee Wiley, radio singer, injured in| 
Hollywood traffic accident. 

Gilda Gray filed suit for divorce | 
in Los Angeles from Hector de Bri- | 
ceno de Saa, reputed to be nephew | 
of a Spanish grandee. They were}! 
married in 1933. Complamt charges | 
cruelty. 

Temporary alimony of $2,525 a/| 
month was asked by Elaine Barrie | 
Barrymore from John Barrymore in 
her Los Angeles divorce action. 


provement in the sport lovers’ forms. 
Lots of piffle in the mags about 


| the origination of the word ‘Bally 


hoo,’ which to the outdoor world 
means put something in front of 
your attraction to draw a crowd, 
This word was at least new to the 
English as far back as 1898. That 
season Frank Bostock, Francis and 
Joe Ferari came 
with their Wild Animal Show and 
engaged the late Marry Potter 4: 


to Coney Island | 


world’s land speed records on 
Bonneville salt flats, 100 miles west 
from here, advised chamber of com- 
merce officials Monday (25) that he 
will attempt to beat Gar Wood's 
speedboat record on Great Salt Lake. 

The Briton last summer estab- 
lished a world’s land speed record 
for the measured mile of 301.337 
miles per hour on the Utah salt 
course. 

His letter stated he will convert 
the motors from his famous ‘Blue 
Bird,’ in which he set the record last 
year, into a racing boat and go after 
Wood’s water records, 

Wood, long-time American record 
holder, recently drove his own- 
designed boat at 124.86 miles per 
hour. 

Recent tests on Great Salt Lake 
indicate that speed boats can at- 
tain higher speeds on its buoyant 
surface than are possible of attain- 
ment on fresh water lakes. 


Jones Nixes Circus Bids 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 

Buck Jones is passing up all circus 
bids due to picture work and a 
radio program, which gets under way 
soon, 

He is committed to Universal for 
four pictures which will keep him 
on his horse through July, 











Barnett Buys W. Q. 


Greenville, S. C., Jan. 26. 

Barnett Brothers’ Circus has holed- 
up at York, S, C., for nearly ten 
years. 

R. W. Rogers, general manager and 
principal owner, announced last 
week the acquisition of a large piece 
of property there and construction 
has beg on two large buildings. 
One building is understood to be for 
the paint, carpenter and truck repair 
shops and the other for the housing 
of canvas and wardrobes, 





VA. EXPO’S AUTHORESS 
Lynchburg, Jan. 26. 

Script for Richmond’s Bi-Centen- 
nial Exposition pageant will be 
authored by Mrs. Jan Isabella For- 
tune of Dallas, who wrote Cavaicade 
of Texas for her home town’s cen- 
tennial celebration last year. 

Fred W. McWane of Lynchburg, 
general manager of Richmond's 
show, has fixed Aug. 25 to Sept. 8 as 
| pageant dates, but dates will be ex- 
' tended ten days if there’s a demand. 
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CHOSEN THIS WEEK BY A COMMITTEE OF 
PAMOUS THEATRICAL PERSONALITIES AS 
THE YEAR'S OUTSTANDING ENTERTAINER 
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Exclusive Management 


IRUING MILLS - MILLS ARTISTS, Inc. »- 799 SEVENTH AVENUE, N. Y. 











